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PREFATORY NOTE. 



Tlie Editon of the North Amtrkan JUvifiw would, under the circuttaneet, I have no 
to doubt, hare opened its columns to s reply to the article that has led to the preparatioa e€ 
the following statement. But its length has forbidden my asking such a faror. 

All interested in the department of American literature to which the Hibtorical MAOAzm 
belongs, must appreciate the ability with which it is conducted, and the laborious and indclkt- 
igable zeal of its Editor, in collecting and placing on its pages, Teyond the reach ofobttr- 
ion and loss, the scattered and perisbirg materials necessary to the elucidation of hiatrricd 
and biographical topics, whether relating to particular localities or the country at large; and 
it was as gratifying as unexpected to receiye the proffer, without limitation, of the use of tbal 
publication fbr this oecaaioii. 

The spirited di!>cussion, by earnest scholars, of specisl questions, although oocasiooany aaamn- 
ing the aspect of controyersy, will be not only tolerated but welcomed by liberal mindu Let 
champions arise, in all sections of the Republic, to defend their respectire rightful claima to 
share in a common glorious inheritance and to inscribe their sereral records in our Annala. 
Feeling Hie deepest interest in the Historical. Antiquarian, and Oenealogical Societies of Masaa 
chusetts. and yieldinir to none in keen sensibility to all that concerns the ancient honors of the 
Old Bay State and New England, generally. T rejoice to witness the <>pirit of a oommemoratiTe 
age kindling the pnblic mind, erery where, in the Middle. Western and Southern Statea. 

The cour*esy extended to me is « yidence that wVile. by a jealous scrutiny and. sometimes, per- 
haps, a sharp conflict, we aie reciprocallv imposing checks upon loose exaggerations and OTcr- 
weening pretensions, a comprehensive good feeling predominates oyer all ; truth in ita purity la 
getting eliminated ; and characters and occurrences, in all parts of the country, brought onder 
the clear light of justice. 

The aid I haye receiyed, in the following discussion, from the publications and depositories of 
historical associations and the contributions of indiyiduals. like Mr. Goodell, Doctor Moore, and 
others, engaged in procuring from the mother country and preserying aTl original traeta and 
documents, wheneyer ^ound. belonging to our Colonial period, denfonstrate the importance of 
such efforts, whether of Societies or single persons. In this way, our histoir will stand on a aoKd 
foundation, and haye the lineaments of complete and exact truth. 

Notwithstanding the distance from the place of printing, owing to the fkithfhl and intelligent 
oyersight of the superintendent of the press and the yigilant care of the compositors, but few 
errora, I trust, will be found, beyond what are merely literal, and eyeiy reader will unconsdooa' 
ly, or readily, comet fbr hlmaelC C. W. U. 

SaUEM, MlMACBliaRTiL 
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SALEM WITCHCRAFT AND COTTON.. MATHER. 



mTBODDcnon. 

An •rtide in TO* Iferth Ameriean BetUu, for 
Apri], 1809, k tnostlj dcvulcd to a notice of the 
work putiliilied bymr, in ISflT, entitled Salem 
Wildierifft, itilh an luarunt of S/dem Village, 
md a Jtittery ^ epiniont on aiUheraft and ittn- 
drtd tttbjeai. If tbc article liwi contiuii<.-d criti- 
dsiu, in tlie 'nunal ityle, merely affecting the 
diaractcr of that work, in a litCToiy P""' °f 
vkv, no other dni; would har« deToWtd upon 
QH^ tban carcfuttf to coiuidn and rcspMfully 
he«d ita mjigistiotu. But il raise* questions of 
■c hiaCorical nature that seem to demand a re- 
■ponac, eitlier adcnonlcdt'i'ig llie currectncn of 
iU itaterocoti orTindieating tn; own. 

Tlie character of the Ptnodical in which It ap- 
pear! ; th>' manner in which it waa heralded by 
rumor, long before ita publication; ila drcula- 
. tion, aince, in a aepBrate jiamphtet form ; and the 
eilent to which, in certain quarters, its assunip- 
tiona luTB been onduned, make a reply im|Kr»- 
tiTe. 

The subject to which it rclatea la of acknowl- 
edged interot and Importance. The Witcbcraft 
Delnaion of 1603 ha« Justly arretted a wider no- 
tice, and piutialily alnaja wilL tban anj other 
occnireDce in the early colonial hiatOTy of thia 
eatintlj. It preaenta plienomena io the realm of 
our ipiritnal nature, Wonging to that higher de- 
partment of phyaiolog)-, known as Paychoiogy, 
of the grenlett moment; and illustrates the ope- 
ratioM (rf the imaoinilion upun the lofaions and ' 
facnltict in immec^atc connection nith it, and the 
tieKIa to which the soul and aociety are tl]erel)y 
eipoted, in a manner mure striking, starlliog and 
{DatinctiTe tlun ia dacivhere to be found. >'ur 
■II reasons, truth and justice reqoire of those 
who venture to ei|>lore and portray it. ttie nt- 
BKMteffortstoelucidatcitapasEagciand delineate 
eoiTectly Ita actoiB, 

mth tbeaa viewa I hail with aattsfaction the 
aUdntt that may be offered ujion my liook, 
witbotlt regard to their penonal character iir 
bouiog, M CMiUnniiig and heightening the inter* 



est felt in the aubjcct ; and AT^«tJMilf of tha 
opportunity, tendered to nie <lijl?aqVa(didtatiaB 
and tn ■ most liberal spirit, by lift ppV™**"' "^ 
this ilagoziiie, to meet the ubligatiaii4irfij£k U«- 
torical tnilh and Justice impoae. '•' \' 

Tlic princi|ial duirge, and it Ii rrpiift^^d .• 
innumcrulilu form* tlirough the sixty odd jmfrttjf 
of the artii'lc in the KortK Amtriatn, la lliot F>, 
have misre|)rcscnted the part home by CottoB ' 
(latiier in Ibc prooecdinga connected wUb tha 
tVitclicraft DelosioD and |>ro(ccnlioiw, in ISn. 
Various other complainta are made of inaccnnc; 
sod unfaimen, |iariicularly in refennoe to tlm 
l>osition of Increase JIalber and tlie conrve of tba 
BogtoD Ministcik of that period, goMrally. Al- 
though the diacnuton, to which I now aak attta- 
don, may a|ij)ear, at Bnt riew, to relate to que*. 
tiona merely |iersonnl, it will be found, I think. 
to 1i^ to an ripluration of the llteraton and 
prevalent »'iilinieota, relatiug to religions and 
|>bilosop1i)ca1 tulijects, of thiit period; and, alao^ 
of an instmctive |ia.>«ag« in (he public hiit(M7 of 
the ProTiucc of Massachmetta Say. 

I now [inipnee to present the anbject more f nllj 
tlian was required, or would have been a] 
ala, in my wmk n 




In the first place, I Tentare ti 

admit of no doubt, thai Increai' 

Bijn, Cotton llatfaer, did more th 

sons tu a;^iciur>ite the tendency ol 

nsultrinichedintheWilcltcraflD . _ . _ 

The laller, in tbe Ix^inning of the Sixth BookT 

of the STagnalia Chritti Anerieana, refers to aa 

attcmptmadc,atioutlheyear]B18, "amungsooM 
"diTines of nO little B"ure throughout Kngland 
" and Ireland, fur the huthful registering of rv- 
" mnrkable proTidences. But, alas," In say^ "it 
"came to nothing that waa remarkable; 71w 

I "like holy design," he continues, "ws^ by tta 
" Rereiend Increase Mather. |iru|iused aiHM 
" the dirinca of New England, in the jeai IMl, 
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«* at ft geuvrftl meeting of tliem ; who tbcmipoo I ing it m the ipedal duty of Kfaiiilat of tbe 
** desired him to liegin and pnlilisb fto Emmj ; Goepd, to obtain and prawrre lawwiedge of ao- 
** which he did in ft little while; bat there-withal 1 table oocnrrcnceft, dcMribcd imdcr tiM general 
'*decIftivdt*!ftthediditanljft8ft*pecimeDof a bead of **BemarhM^^ and damiHed at fol- 
" larger Tolttmet'in hopes that this vork being Iowa: 
*' set on foot, ix)8tcrity would go on with It/* r^^ The tbinga to be esteemed memnrafale are^ 
Cotton Mather did go on with it, immediatelf^ p especially, ^1 nnosual acddentBt in the beaT- 



UIMJO his entrance to tlie ministry ; and by their 
prrachin*;, pal »licftt ions, correspondence ftt home 
and abniad, and tlic ii^nence of their learning, 
tftlcnts, indttstn', ftnd ml in the work, these two 
men ]>ronioted the pr^rai^ce of ft passion for the 
mnnri*lom ami nnvistAips, and wliat was deemed 
prt'tematumi, .vi/^al, and diabolical, thniogh- 



f*c», or earth, or water; all wonderfol de- 
fMiveranoes of the distressed; mercies to the 
"godly; jndgmcnts to the wicked; and more 
''glorious fnldlments of either tbe pro mis es or 
'*the thrcatcnings, in tbe Scriptnrfs of truth; 
"with apparitions, possessions, indumtmenta, 
** and all exiraordinaiy things wherein the ezia- 



ont the wh(»rc, Viia^^ the i^enple, in Englandasi ** tence and agency of the invisilile world is more 
well as AVn?^ica.rThe public mind becune in- 1** sensibly demonstrated.** — Ma^mmUm ChruH 
fatimted hnd,' drugged with credulity and super- htmerieana. Edit. London, 1702. Book VI, p. 1. 
stit;on. Vkis prepar^l to r^ire every impulse of All communications, In answer to this missiTa 



filind fanatifismr7T1ie stf|nes, thus collected and , «rere to lie addressed to the '* President and Fd- 
pnt every wberirln drcuhiti<«, were of a nature ** lows** of Harvard Collqie. 
'*«^ ^to terrify the imagination , fill the mind with hor- The firat article is as follows: "To obaenre 
< * * ribic apprehensions, cle;*rade the general intelli- **and record the more fllustrions discoveries of 
<ffenre and taste, and dethrone the reason. They **the Divine Providence, in tbe government of 
darken and dishonor the literature of that period, . ** the world, is a design so holy, so nseful, so 



w A relkash ot mem can lie fmind in the SHRli Book 

of the Mdgnalia. The effects (»f such publica- 
tions were naturally dcveloned in wide-q>read 
dflnsions and unive rsal cTfdnljty . They j)cne- 
trjted tlie whol^ body of siKaetv, and rmched all 
IhPinhsCilants and /amilies o/ the land, in the 
i towns and remotest settlements. In this war, the 
I] Hatliers, imrticularly tlie j-ounger, juade Jhem- 
/ II se lves res|)onsible for the disft^'d aodiiewijslgcd 
state of tjie pnbliCLjmodnn refeiencc to super* 
naturaramTdialxilical agendes, whidi came to a 
bead in the Witehcnift Delusion. I do not say 
I that they were culpable. Undoul»tedly they 
' thou«^ht they were doing God se nace. But the 
influence they exercised, m tliis direction, renuiins 
^none the less an historical fact. 

Increase Mather api>lied hinudf, without de- 
lay, to the prosecution of the design he had pro- 
posed, by writing to persons in dl parts of the 
country, particuurly clergymen, to procure, fo^ 

Cublication, as many marvehms stories as could 
e raked up. ^n the eighth volamc of the Fourth 
Series of tlie ColUetiant of the MatmchuMeiU 
Bhtorieal Society, consisting of Tke Mntk^r Bt- 
pen, the responses of several of his comfi mnd- 
ents may be seen. [/)». £85^ 360, S61, StST, 466, 
475, 555, 612,] He pursued this Imsiness wi:li an 
industrious and pcrtinadous zeal, which nothing 
could slacken. After tlie rest of the world had 
been shockrd out of such mischievous nonsense, 
by the horrid results at 8a1em, on the fifth of 
Karch, 1G94, as President of Harvard College, he 
issued a Circular to ** Tlie Reverend Ministers of 
- " the Gi.'spd, in the several Churches in New Eng- 
** land,** signed by himself and seven others, mem- 
beiB of the Oorporatien of that institotion, nig- 



' * justly approved, that the too general neglect of 
*'of it in the Churches of God, is as jusUy to be 
** lamented.** It is important to consider this 
language in connection with that used by Cotton 
MathcT, in opening the Sixth Book of tlie Magna* 
tia : "To regard tlie illustrious dimlays of that 
*' Providence, wherewith oar Lorn CSirist gov- 
** ems the world, is a work than which there la 
" none more needful or useful for a Christian; 
'*to record them is a work than which none 
*' more proper for a Minister ; and po^pa the 
** great Governor of the world will ordimuHy do 
*' the most notable things for those who are mott 
'* ready to take a wise notice of what he doca. 
"Unaccountable, therefore, and inexcusable, la 
*'the sleepiness, even upon the most of good 
**inen throughout the world, which indispoies 
** them to oliserve and, mudi more, to preserve, 
*' the remarkal)le dispensations of Divine Provi- 
** deuce, towards themsdves or others. Never- 
** theless there have been raised up, now and then, 
'* those persons, who have raido«d thenisdvea 
** worthy of everlasting remembrance^ by their 
' * wakeful zeal to have the memorable providcseei 
'* ol God remembered through idl generationi.^ 

These passages from the Mathers, father and 
son, embrace, in their liearinga, a period, eleven 
years l^efore and two years after the Ddnrion of 
16V2. They show that the Cler|^, generally, 
were indifferent to the subject, ana required to 
Ije aroused fnim "neglect** aind "sleepiness,^ 
toudiing the duty of flooding the poUic mind 
with stories of *' wondera ** sm *' remarlmbies ;** 
and tliat the agency of the Mathers, in giving 
currency, by means of thdr ministry and hilhi- 
enoe^ to audi idca% waa peculiar and preemin- 
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ent. Howerer innocent and excusable their mo- 
tives may have been, the laws of cause and effect 
remained unbroken; and the result of their ac- 
tions are, with tmth and justice, attributable to 
them— not ncccssaril.v, I re|)C}it, to impeach their 
honesty and integrity, but their wis<lom, taste, 
judf^ent, And common }%ensc. Human rcs^xju- 
sibility is not to be set nside, nor avoided, mere- 
ly ami wholly by ffowl intent. It involves a sol- 
emn and fearful obli<rution to the use of reason, 
caution, C(K>I dclibenition, circumspection, upd 
a most CHreful calculation nf consequences, ^w^ 
ror. if inp 'M*^'»t »" * 1»"nn&t, \s^ p^t ^ii|a|« hftble l)v 
dtvine, and ought not to lic' by human, law. It 
iTcovered by the mercy of God, and must not be 
pursued by the animosity of men. But it is, 
nevertheless, a thing to l)e dreaded and toJac 
guarded a ^ ^inst. w ith the utmost vigilance. 
Throughout t lie melancholy annals of tlje Church 
and the world, it has been the fountain of in- 
numerable woes, spreading baleful influences 
through society, panil3*sing the energies of reason 
and conscience, dimming, all but extinguishing, 
the ligiit of religion, ctmvulsing nations, and des- 
olating the eartli. It is the duty of liistorians to 
traceittoitssourcc; and, by dcpicti ng faithfully th 
causes that have led to it, prevent its recurrencT 
With these views, I feel bound, distinctly, to sta' 
that the impression giv«'n to thi» p o pular senti - 
mcnts of the fieriod. to wliic li T ^^^ rpf<»mn«T- by 

^ni4«iM t^nfliprr mimlQ, \of\ tO, Wft^ thfi pfll<;i^nt 

cause of, and, in this sense,^iav be said to have 



in the old wor^ i\ x\^ »ii<» rxaxv^ ii|^^ f eacbing a fi- 
n al catast «'^p]ifi f" Tflfla-. and among these lead- 
ing minds, aggravating and intensifying, by their 
writings, this most baleful form of the superstition 
of the age, Inciiyase and Cotton Mather stand 
most conspicuous^ 

* 'I'nis opmion was entertained, at the time, by 

impartial observers. Fi-abcis Hutchinson, D. D. 

"Chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty, and 

" l^fmister of St. James's Parish, in St £d- 

"mund's Bury,^* in the life-time of Ixith the 

blathers, published, in London, an Hhtorieal 

Esmy eoneerning Witchcraft, dedicated to the 

" Lord Chief -justice of England, the Lord Chief- 

*' justice of Common Pleas, and the Lord Chief 

'* Baron of Exdiequer.'* In a Chapter on The 

I Witchcraft in Salem, Boiton, and Andover, in 

^ New England, he attributes it, as will be seen in 

I the course of this article, to the influence of the 

I writings of the Mathers. 

' In the Prefjice to the London edition of Cot- 
ton Mather* 8 Memorable Protidencee, written by 
Richaid Baxter, in 1600, he ascribes this s.ime 
prominence to the works of the blathers. While 
expressing the great value he attached to writings 
about Witchcraft, and the importance, in his view, 
of that'department of literature which relates sto- 
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ries about dialmlical agency, poneisioM, app«rfr> 
tions, and the like, he mvt, "Mr. Increase MatlMr 
'" hath already publishea many such hittoriei of 
" things done in New Enjrland ; and this great im- 
"stance published by his son ^ — that ia, the ac- 
count of the Gh>odwin children — " oonieUi with 
** such full convincring evidence, tliat be mail bea 
" very olxl unite Sadducee that will not beliere it. 
" And his two Sermons, adjoined, are excellentl/ 
" fitted to the subject and tliis blinded genenitiott, 
" and to the use of us all, that are not past our 
"warfare with Devils.^ One of the 8ennoD% 
which Baxter commends, is on The PKnper tui 
hfalice of Devili, and opens with the dedantioiiy 
that "there is a combination of Devili, which 
"our air is filled withal :** the other b <m 
Witchcraft, Both are replete with the most ex- 
citing and vehement toforcements of the super- 
stitions of that ago, rd^iting to the Devil and hia| 
confederates. *. 

My first position, then, in contravention of Uiat 
taken by tlie Reviewer in the North AmerieaHf ia 
that, by stimulating tlie Clergy ov^ the whole 
country, to collect and circulate all sorts of mar- 
velous and supposed preternatural occurrence!, 
by giving this direction to. the preaching and lit- 
erature of tlie times, these two active, aealooa, 
learned, ami able Divines^ Increase and Cotton 
Mather, considering the influence tliey natorsl^ .* 
were able to exercise, are, particularly the latter, f 
justly chan^ealile wirh, and may be said to hare •■ 
brought about, the extraordinary outbreaks of 
credulous fanaticism, exhibited in the cases of the 
Goodwin family and of "the afflicted tsluldren,'* 
at Salem Village. Robert Calef, writing to the 
Ministers of the country, March 18, 1604, saya: 
"I having had, not only occasion, but renewed W* 
" provocation, to take a view of the mysteriooe | 
"doctrines, which have of late been somnch I 
"contested among us, could not meet with any 
"that had s|X)ken more, or more plainly, the 
" sense of those doctrines** [relating to the WUeh" 
craft] "than the Reverend Mr. Cotton MaUier, 
"but how clearly and consistent, eiUier with 
" himsdf or the truth, I meddle not now to say, 
" but crinnot'but suppose his streu'sont and seal- 
"ous asserting his opinions has been onecanae 
" of the dismal convulsions, we have here latdy 
" fallen into.'*— JTc^re Wondere of the In^imSUe 
World, by Robert Calef, Merchant of Boeloo^ in 
New England. Edit London, 1700, p. 88. 

The psi>ers that remain, connected with the. 
Witchcraft Examinations and Triala, at 8alefl^ 
show the extent to which currency had lieeo 
given, in the popular mind, to such marvelont 
and prodigious things as the Matheta had been 
so long endeavoring to collect and drcnlate; 
|)articularly in the interior, rural settlements. The 
solemn solitudes of the woods were filled witt 
^osta, hobgoblins^ spectres, evil spirita, and the 



inf CT m l PriDce of tbnn all. Etcit patfa«X7 wai 
infcrtci) *ritli their flitting dwpa aad footptint*;. 
mod mrooDd emy burtb Mooe, iliixldeni^ditiai, 
drawing diacr tugttlier n ttte ilaibiiii <rf night 
thicketMd and tmtir imaginatiuaa bccaow mion 
•wed nd frigbtcMd, litritncd to tiha of diahd- 
teal o|ientiuBi ; the niDe cJTccti, in MOMwhat 
diffo^t fonii^ penradt-d the ■eaboard aeltltmrat* 
and lai^er linraa. 

BnidranMli frightful findca, otlwriiMrt Bnhap- 
py infliKDcn floired fnun tbe firrralence of the 
M;1e of litcRilure which tii« Mathmliroaghtinto 
Tt^ne. 8u*pidiintuKl nccci^liani of witdtcraft 
were ercrriitlirTC [inTalrot; anj aausnal calami- 
ty OT ninndvi'nlarc ; evet? wwtanw of real m af- 
fti.'I«l!-inni|liirivvofilp[ioiti:ieiilipriHlisviiir— nnd. 
listEBipcied 
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ich- 

EvejxauHtrjlfL who 

liLituvul- 

it_Jlii-in( 

jlcnlainJii* nf- 



Dotlxrin, Tthose triali wc 

arc [inscDtl)' to considi.'r, wliilp hU children nere 
acliii^. u the phfitse — nrif^nalin^ in lhi«c daji, 
and slill iin]^nng in llic lutrer luniii of vnlgHr 
■l>jccli — luN it, " like all pofvcncd." broke fortb 
tinu : " I thought of wliHt Djvid *aid, t Santiid, 
•' xxir. 14. If he fared «f> to fall intu the bands 
"of men. oh! then to lliink of the hormn of 
" oar condilim. to bo in tlw iiandaiif Devils and 

>"Witcbi«. Tfaiw, ourdulufnl cnnilition more 
"na to call to vat f'ieods to hsTe nitj iin m, fi 
"God'a iMid Imtli tnuclied ni. 1 n-iu rendv t 
"■"■■ly that no oue'a offlictiim w«« like mine, that 
" my liule hunv. that slmold be a litlle Bethel 
"for Qod to diTfll in, ilinuld !« nind? a den for 
" DeriU; that those litllc Biidiv^ thnt fhcinld be 
•' Temi>lci fur Ibe Holy Gho«t tn dvLlI in, ihiald 
" be thus hnmM«d and ulius^ l>y tlic Di-tit and 
"hi» cnned linmd."— A-iM ilemorahle Prati- 
dtaai, rtlatiag to Wilclicri^ and Piueuioiti, 
■ ^By Cutlan Matlier. Edit. L<intl'iD, 1001. 

No wxiuU'r that the cunntr.r tchs full of the 
I II tnrora ond horron o* diabuliral imaginntriina, 
\ f] when the Deril wan kcgit lwfi>re thu minds of 
' Ij. men, liy what tliey constantly read and hran], 
\ from tlieir religious tcachi-ni '. la Ok R- nnona of 
\ that day, be was the all-alnorinng t«|iic of I'nrn- 
1 ll^ and doqueocc. In siioir cjf Ciillun Malhi-r'ii. 
the name, Devit, or its synonyms, is mpniioned 
i^ ten times m often m tlmt of the licnitpi and blesi- 
I adOod. 

Ho wonder that alleged witchcrafts were nn- 
menns! Drake, In hii Hiitory of BotUa, snys 
there were many cases there, alioiit. the yrnr 
1CS8. Only one of them seems to hate attracted 
the kind of notice reqninle to preserve it from ub- 
Unon — that of ttie fonr cliildren of John Oood- 
win, ttM ddeat, thirteen yean of age. Tbo rela- 
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"np"thewhdeafEalrof the Good win AlUrak. 



of my book — I say of Ootlaa , 

that be " fepi«tcd]y cadravond to get up csmBj 

"of the kind ia Boston. Then fa Mn *' 

" for sosfiicion that be was isMrwMMal 
" ating the faDaticiani In Salem." I ■■ : 
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ru^K. But, whererer Dwd, it n>. ibx^wu w 
ounrey the meaning gi*ai to 1^ by both of oar 
great leilcographen. Woroeatw dcAMi " to f<( 
" vp, ' to prcfiare, to nuke ready— to nt tip ■■ 
" ■ rntertaioment ; ' 'toprintand pabudi, a* a 
" ' book.' ■• Webster deflnra It, " to pMpan 
"for coming befora (h« imUle; to being for- 
"watd." Tbit fa ureciBely what Mather did, in 
the case of the Goodwin childna, and what Calef 
put a stop to hfa doing in the case trf Margant 
RnlB. 

In 16S1. t r^nblished a Tolnme cnUtM Ig^rm 

mWttd^raft, eompritimg a ItiUarf *f. tGDi i l t - 

«S)lrw>oI<ia, t'a 169t. In 1887. I pablidiod 

SaUm Witflurnfl, lad «> oetou^^B^m FB- 

lagt; and, in the Preface, sUtcd IHl '"'^ totB> 

er was prepared under eircnmslanecs whtd pra- 

vented a thorough investigatinn ot the snbjieet 

Lcisare and frccdum from profenloaal dolfa 

have now enabled me to prosecote Ibe reaear^ 

a neceaxary to do jnstice to it. Tb« Lteturm 

on Witchtr^fl have long been out of print. 

Althuugh frequently importnned to preprvea 

new edition, 1 was unwilling to tame, agi^n, 

n-liat I had discovered to be an inadequate 

jinvcntation of the subject" In the face of 

ii« disclniDcr of the anthoriy of the original 

nnik, thellcviewer aiys: "Inthisdfacnsmon. we 

"kIibII treat Mr. Uphun'* ZMturet and Histoiy 

'in thcBume connection, as the latt«r fa an ez- 

' (Htnsion and dcfeuce of the views presented in 

" tlic former." 

I uk erriy person of candor and fume«, to 
^insider whetlier it is just to treat authon in thfa 
n-jiy ? It is but jxKir cncunragetDcnt to tbem to 
Ulior to improve thrir works, for the ftnt critical 
journal in the country to bring discredit upon 
tbeir eifoits, liy still lajdng to their diarge what 
tbejrbaveUKDWelvBaKmediedMwitbdnWB. Tet 
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it it ATowcdljr done in the article which compels 
me to this TindicatioD. 

The Letturetf for instanoe, printed in IS-^il, 
contained the following sentence, r^*ferring to 
Cotton 5Iat]icr*s agency, in the Ghiodwin case, 
in Boston. '*An instance of witchcraft was 
''brought about, in that place, by his manage- 
** ment '* 80 it ap|>cared in a reprint of that vol- 
ume, in 1832. In my recent publication, while 
transferring a long paragraph from the original 
work, learefuUy omitted^ from the body of it, 
the above sentence, fearing that it might lead to 
misapprehension. For, although I hold that 
the Mathers are pre-eminently answerable for the 
witchoaft proceedings in their day, and may he 
said, justly, to have caused them, of course I did 
not mean that, by ]}ersonal instigation on the spot, 
they started every occuirence that ultimately was 
made to assume such a character. Tlie Reviewer, 
with tlie fact well known to him, that I had sup- 
pressed and discarded this clause, flings it against 
me, rc|)eatedly. He further qu(»tes a |x>rtion of 
tlie fiaragraph, in tlie Lecture$^ in which it oc- 
curs, omitting, without indicating the amiuion^ 
certain clauses tliat would have explained my 
meaning, taking care^ hovteter^ to include ths tup- 
pretted pastage; and finishes the misrepresenta- 
tion, by the following declaration, referring to 
the paragraph in the Leeturet : ** The same state- 
** nients, in almost the same words, he repro- 
'* duces in his History.*^ This he says, knowing 
that the particular statement to which he was 
then taking exception, was not reproduced in my 
History. 

It may be as well here, at this point, as else- 
where, once for all, to dispose of a large portion 
of the matter contained in the long article in the 
North American Jtetiew, now under considera- 
tion. In preparing any work, particularly in the 
department of history, it is to be presumed that 
the explorations of the writer extend far lieyond 
what he may conclude to put into his book. He 
will find much that is of no account whatever ; 
that would load down his narrative, swell it to 
inadmissable dimensions, and shed no addition- 
al light Collateral and incidental questions 
cannot be pursued in details*. A new law, how- 
ever, is now given out, that must be followed, 
hereafter, by all writers — ^tliat is, to give not a 
catalogue merely, but an account of the contents, 
of every lMN»k and tract they have read. It is 
thus announced by our Reviewer : '* We assume 
'* Mr. Upham has not seen this tract, as he neith- 
*' er mentioned it nor made use of its material.** 

Tlie document here s|K>ken of was designed to 
give Increase Mather*s ideas on the subject of 
witchcraft trials, written near the close of those 
in Salem, in 1693. As I had no peculiar interest 
in determining what his views were — as a careful 
itcdy of the tract, particularly taken in connec- 



tion with its BptAteript^ fails to bring any read- 
er to a dear conce|>ti(m of them ; and ta iti 
whole matter was altogether Immaterial to my 
subject — I did not think M worth while to enciiBi- 
IxT my pages with it 8«> in respect to many 
other i)oints, in treating which extended discus- 
sions might he demanded. If I had been gor- 
emcd by such notifins as tlie Reviewer seems to 
entertain, my lKx>k, which he complains of as 
too long, would have lieen lengthened to tlie di- 
mensions of a cydofMsdia of theology, biography, 
and philosophy. Fi»r keeping to my subject, 
and not diverting attention to writings of no ia- 
herent value, in any point of view, ami which 
would contribute n<ithins( to tlie duddation of 
my topics, I am charged by this Reviewer, in the 
baldest terms, with ignorance, on almost evefj 
one of his sixty odd pages, and, oftoi, sevcnU 
times on the same page. 

All that I say of Cotton Mather, mot^tly drawn 
from his own words, docs not cover a d(«n 
pages. Exception is taken to siinie anfavoraljle 
judgments, cursorily expressrd. This Is fair aad 
legitimate, and would justify my bdng called 
on to substantiate them. But to assume, and 
proclaim, that I had not read mx seen tracts or Tol- 
umes that would come under consideration ia 
such a discussion. Is as rash as it Is offecsive; 
and, besides, constitutes a diarge against whicii 
no i>erBou of any self respect or oimmon sense 
can be ex))ected to defend himself. Tgave the 
opinion of Cotton Mather^s agency in the Witdb- 
craft of 1692, to which my judgment had lieen 
led — whether with suffident grnunds or not will 
be seen, as I proceed — Imt did niK liranch off 
from my proi)er subject, into a detail of tbe 
sources from which that opinion was derived. 
If I had done so, in connection with allusions tt> 
Mather, upon the same prindple it would have 
lieen necessary to do it, whenever an opini«in was 
expressed of others, such ss Roger Williams, or 
Hugh Peters, or Richard Baxter. It wonM de- 
stroy the interest, and stretch interminably the 
dimensions, of any book, to break its narrative, 
abandon its pntper subject, and stray ande into 
such endless collateral matter. But it must be 
done, if the article in the North American Me 
vieWf is to be regarded as an authoritative an- 
nouncement of a cumm of criticismi Lectoreia 
and public speakers, or writers of any kind, mwt 
l>e on their guard. If they should chance, for 
instance, to si^eak of Cotton Mather as a pedant* 
they will have the reviewers after them, belabor- 
ing them with the chahgo of '* a great lade «•€ 
** research,^ in not having "pored over** tlie 
"prodigious*^ manuscript of his unpnbliabed 
work, in the Li1>rary of the Massadinsetts Hlstor- 
icttl Society, the whole of his three hundred and 
eighty-two printed works, and the huge mass of 
Mather l^tpere. In tlie I4brary of tbe Amefiom 
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Anttmuriaa Sodctj; iind wiih new baTiD^ 
"read** thoJiemtrahU Provideneei. or *'8een** 
Uie Wo»dsr§ nfU^ TntinhU World, or *' beard** 
of Uie UagnaUa ChriUi Anuricatta, 

envm xather akd the ooodwcc children. 

JOHN BAILT. JOHN HALE. OOODWIX*8 CERTIFI- 
CATE8. 1IATBBR*S IDEA OP WlTCnCRAFT AS A 
WAR WITH THE DEVIL. HIS VAE OF PRATER. 
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE CASK OP TOR GOOD- 
WIN CHILDREN AND SALEM WITCOCRAPT. 

The ReTiewer complaiiis of my manner of 
treatin*; Cottcm Mather*s connection with the td- 
fair of the Goodwin children. Tlie facts in the 
case arc. that the family^ to whiqli t\\i^\ bylonfr - 
ed, lived to the Stmth |)nrt of Boston. Tlie fatb- 
cg Ti inaadh~1iy occu|)iition, was, as Mather in- 
rirms OS. "a 8ol>er and pio ns man .** As his 
dinreb relations were with the con.irrogation in 
Cbarleptown, of which Charleit Morton was tlie Pas- 
tor, be probably had no particular acquaintamce 
with tba Bo8t<in Ministers. From a statement 
made by Mr. Goodwin, some years Mibsuqncntly, 
H seems that after ^ e of h i s childrt'n had, for 
•* about a quarter ora7<iairrlTOr1jST>?TrtiTgTin^ 
**def ndcficuoQAGulcesfroiirtli^^ world ,** 

be called u|)on ** the four MihTslers' oiTBoston, 
•* t?)getber with his ow^^PastDrTToTceop a Ctny of 
** prayer at his boose. If so deliverancp nii^ht 
••lie obtained.** He says that fiottni^ Matlipr 
with whom be had no previous acqaaintnnce, was 
the last of the Ministers th at ** ho spoke to 'o n 
" ^ jftiH^ ilcuisioiL! ^ — Ml. Mallk^r did not att<^nd 
£be me^ng, but visited, the house in the iiiom- 
ing of the day, before the other Ministers mme; 
9pent a half hour there ; and prayed with the 
family; About three months after, the Ministers 
held another prayer-meeting there, Mr. Mather 
being present. He further stated that Mr. Math- 
er never,Ji L any way, sug gested hia ^wroS5aitin«jr 
ffi cTold Irisn woman for tVwitcliingJijs cliihltca. 
nor gare mm any adv i c e lu ff fe rence to tlie li^jral 
proceedings against her; liut that **the mi)tion 
*' of going to the authority was made to him l>y 
'* a Minister of a neighboring town, now depart- 
" ed.** 

The Reriewer, in a note to the last item, given 
•Ijove, of Gnodwin*s statement, says: **Pro1>a- 
*' bly Mr. John Baily.** Unless he has some |Kir- 
ticnlar evidence, tending to hx this advice ufMrn 
Baily, the ccmjectnre is objectionable. The name 
of audi a maik as B;iily appears to have 1>ei>n, 
ooglit not, unnecessarily, to be connected with the 
transaction. It is true that, after the family had 
become relieved of its *'sad cirrums^tanccs from 
•* the invisible world," Mr. Baily tcwik one of tlie 
children to his hoifw, in Watertown ; but that is 
BO indication of his having given such advice. 
Tbe only facta known of him, in connectiun with 



Witcbcrafl proaecotioBa, look in the opposite di- 
rrction. Whea John Proctor, Ib his extremity 
of danger, simght for help, Mr. Baily was one of 
the Minivers from whom alone he had any 
ground to indulge a hope for sympathy ; and his 
name is among tlie fourteen who signed the paper 
approving of Increase Mat her*s Cn^^anf ConteUnee, 
The list comprises all the Ministers known as 
having shown any friendly feelings towards |)cr- 
sons charged with Witchcraft or who had suffer- 
ed fnmi the prosecutions, such as nul>lNird, Al- 
len, Willard, Capen and Wise ; but not one who 
had taken an active part in hurrying on the pro- 
ceedings of 1698. 

If any surmise ia justifiable, w worth while, 
as to the author of the advice to Goodwin— and 
|)eriia{)s it is due to the memory ef Baily, 
whose name has lioen thus introduced — 1 should 
l»e inclined to suggest that it was John Hale, 
of Beverly, who, like Baily, was deceased at 
the date of Goodwin*s oiirtificate. He was a 
Charlcstown man, originally of the same re- 
ligious Society with Goodwin, and had kept 
up acrjuamtance with his former townsmen. 
His ct)unie at Salem Village, a few years after^ 
wards, shoa-s that he would have been like- 
ly to give such advice ; and we may impute it to 
him without any wrong to his character or repu- 
tation. Ills mible conduct in daring, in the very 
hour of tJie extremest fury of thest(»rm. when, as 
just beft>re the break of day, the darkness was 
deeiM'.^r, to denounce the proceedings as wrong; 
and in di»ing all that he could to repair that 
wrong, by writing a liook ctmdemning the very 
things in which he had himself l»een a chief act- 
or, fsivcs to lib name a glory that cannot lie 
dimmed by supposing that, in the |)eriod of hia 
former delusion, he was the unfortunate adviser 
of Goodwin. 

When Calefs 1>ook reached this country, in 
1 700, a Committee of seven was raised, at a meet- 
ing of the members of the Parish of which the 
Matliers were Ministers, to protect them aaainst 
its effects. John Goodwin was a meml)er of it, 
and contributed the Certificate from which ez- 
tru'ts liavu juHt been made. It was so worded 
as to give the impression that Cotton Mather did 
not take a leading part in the case of Goodwin's 
cliildrt-n, in 1088. It ftates, as has lieen seen, 
tlirtt he ** WiLs the last of tho Blinisters** aski*d to 
attf ml the prayer -meeting; Init lets out the fact 
that \\i was the first to present himself, going to 
the hou^* and |>raying with the family before tlie 
re<it arrived. Goodwin further states, as follows : 
** The Ministers would, now and then, come to 
''visit my distrei^sed family, and pray with and 
"for them, among which Mr. Cotton Mather 
"would, now and then, come.** Th^ whole 
document ia so framed as to present Mather as 
playing a seoondaiy pnii. 
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In tn iceDunt, boneTcr, o( the oifiir, nritten 
ti; thi* (Hune John Goodwin, md printed bj 
JlntliCT.in Ltmdnn, ten yen™ Wforp, in 7A* Af™- 
orableProtidtnrttrtlafiBfto Wiltherii/land Pm- 
twjHWf, B somcivliat dilTcrcnt |)nsiliiin in aEai|nird 
to tlilhcr. After eaf ing " tlii; Minisliis did u(- 
" len viiit ur." henientions "Ur. Malbcrimrticu- 
"liirl)'." " Ilclwik much jminsiii IliU great tei- 
"vice. In (mil Iliii cliild and her brother apd sis- 
"ter, ont of tlie hu)d« of (he Devil. Let ninow 
"adiuirennd adaru tiiot fonolBin. the Lord Je- 
"sQs Christ, from whence Ihorc Mreauiscomft 
'■Tlw Lord hinu«If will rc-quitc his labor of 
"love." In ICDO. Mutiier ivua wliling la havt 
QmidwiD phicc hini i n tiie lorcfiniund of tlie pic- 
tnre, re|ircsFntiii)r hi lu as pulling llk>ClllldTcn out 
. iif the hsml of Ihc Devil. In ITOO. it trus cx|)e- 
dienl to wilhdriw him into the linckp^und ; 
nndOonilH'in. accord ini;ly. pRividcd the Commit- 
tee, of which he was a ni«iu)ier,.with a Cerlifi- 
cale of > Bonienlint diffi-r-jnt color and Icnor. 

The expcudon of the w.rtnnn, Glover, on Uie 
chnrge of liavin^ IwKitclied tiiese Qoodnin chil- 
dren, is one of Ihe moM atrocious imsse^ of our 
history. IIiitcliinBon* sajs elie was one of Ihe' 
"wild Irieh," and "njJix'Brfd to lie disordered 
"in her senses.'' Slie was a Human Cutholic, 
nnalilc to sptalt the English isnijiiage, and evi- 
dently knew mil whnl to make of the proceedings 
Rgninether. In her dying hour, she traa uoderstoud 
liy Ihe interpreter t«saj. that lnkiD>; away her 11 1 
woald not have any effect in diniinieliing lli 
'sueTuringB of the children. Tbc remark, ihu ' 
more sense tlian any of Ihe rest of thein had, 
made tii bear agaiieit the jmoi old creatnre, 
dialwlioil imprecadon. 

Between Ihe time of her eondeoinadi 

that of her execntion. Cottcn Malhcr took tlie 
eldest Gjodnin child iaio ir 



- - .. wiotcr. He has lotd the story of 

her exLniSnlinaiT domfis, in a style of blind and 
abcnrd credulity that eannut lie surpassed, "Er« 
" long," sa]i he, " I thouglil it cunrniient for 
" me to cDleitain my cungregntion with a Ber- 
" oinn on llie mtrmoralile providence, wherein 
"tlinc children had been concerned, (aflerwaids 
"i>dIJ»Iih1)'< 
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lie remarked that 



".imblished). 
Jn this connec 

had it out been fi,. „ , n 

tm. it is quite liCTTv iiini "ih " ""I r i t rnim'i 
" Cfa irom llie invi^iLile world," in llie G oodwin 
^ily T^ i Hiig never Iwve liecn heard or. Ticviifid 
IIm) ImiMiliste lketi:l>''oHtoo(r It is quite certain 
that rimilar " rireumslances," in Mr. Parria'a 
family, in 1808, owed their i^cneml publicity 






and their awfol conKqueBcca, to tb« n 
Minislin called by him. If Ibe girh, in ddttr 
cs>r, 1.1.1 l.>~n \-t »t..~ th fv wimtJ] Uau mw 
la.™ w eaiy of what o ne of Iht-m tailed jh cg 
" »l riirt ^iind the irhnlrfhihgwnald hava Aera 
Gwullciwed, will) cuunlliaa sloiica ufjianolcd 
hinnrs and second ti^hl, in deep iiMIvic^ .^ 

In ctiMdering Cotton Hath«*acannccti>inwllk / 
the cist of the Owidwin diildmi, md Ihot of tin 
aca»iii|,' siiU, at Salrm Village, jntfice to hi* 
reijaircslfiatlbeilaltuii'nli, in my book, of tb* 
Ihtn prevalent niitiiin*, of the wiwer and pend- 
ing fonaidnblL-ncHi of ilie Kingdi^m of tUrkatm, 
should I* bome in niiitd. fit was lulievcd hi 
Divines genrrallj, and by ^-ei'iile at lnnii !,_ia»r 
licreTIn th i A n w ii t n o wildeTlliTJ",~a mi^tj- m-j 
ilaughi Qpon the ChrlRhm ■ILh i imil a w 'Bi(in| 
to l>v mode, by Ihe Devil and hii infernal boat*; 
and ILhI, •« ihia ajHit, the final hitttle lictwten 
Balan and ibe Chnn^, was sliorllf to ciimr ii fT.I 
Tliu iK-llef bad taken fall pnraessiiin of IEhiIhTT 
mind, and llred his imagination. In C(iin|>aiiMn 
with llic approaching (ontcM. all olherwaia, ern 
that for ihe recovery of thelliTly Sepulihre, |>al(il 
Uieir light. It was the gnnit crusade, in whidi 
hostili- powers, Uodetn. Papal, and Pafpoi, of 
every kind, on eailh and fmm RelL were to eo 
down ; and he aspired to li« its St. Benard. II 
was becsnie be CDtertainrd thi«e idea*, that be 
was on tiM watch to liear, and prompt and <rlad i 
lo meet, the first advancra of the diaiNilic 
gions. lliis explains hi* i -Agpmna lo take bold »f 
every occuncDce that Indicalid Ibe coming of t^- 
the Arch Enen;. _ 

* '" oust farther be liomc in mind lliat, op 
! of the case of the G'-xIwin dillilren, 
he had cnteHained Ibe idea that titc Devil was to 
be met and sulidned bj Piaycr. Tliot, and lint 
--' waa the weapon with whiiJi be girdi'd 
If; and with that be hoped and l-licvrd In 
conquer. Fur Ihia mvion, be did not advW 
QrKxiwin lo go to Ibe law. For tliis reMoo, be 
iliorcd in Ibe distretoed hooschold la exevciara 
if prayer, and took Ibe eldest child into liia own 
family, so aa to bring the Latterj of urajer, wHlt 
a eonlinnooi bomlMrdment. Qpon tbc DevH bj 
whom she waa pmaessed. For M» teason, be per- 
Btsted in praying in the cdl of the old Iridi wow- 
an, much ajtainct her will, fur alie waiaatnliboiM 
Catholic. Of Connie, be could not pnywitk b(T, 
for he had no doubt alie was a confederate id tlie 
Devil; and tbe had no disposition to Jcdo In 
pnyer with one wbnm, u a heretic, the rrgardid 
in no btller Maht; but still be would pray, ft* 
•'bich be apologiied, wbn referring to the mat- I 
Itr. ■ilerward. 1 

jbulton HallMr waa alwaja a man at pt^erM 
Forlhis,bed«MrmtulichoDUTrd. Prayer, wb»« 
offered in Ibe qdrit, and hi aecaidai>rc wbb Ibe 
example, of tbeBavionr— " not m^ will bnt iUm 
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' be done,** " Tonr Fither knoweth what things 
" ye hare need of before re ask him — ^ ia the no- 
lileat exercise and attitude of the soal. It lifts 
it to the highest level to which our faculties can 
rise. It 

*' c^icns heaven ; lets down a stream 
"Of gloiy on the consecrated hoar 
" Of man, in audience with tlic Deitj.*^ 
It was the misfortune of Cotton M.-UhVr, that 
an o^ginal infirmity of judgment, which all tlic 
influences of his life and |>ccii1iaritie8 of his 
mental character and habits tended to cxaggcr- 
1^ led him to pervert the use and o|)erati(m of 
prayer, until it became a mere implement, or dev- 
ice, to oompa^ some personal end; to carry a 
point in which he was interested, whetlier rvlat- 
tng to private and domestic affairs, or to move- 
ments in academical, political, or ecclcsinstical 
spheres. While according to him entire sincerity 
in his devotional exercises, and, I trust, truly re- 
vering the character and nature of tiuch cxpm- 
sions of devout sensibility and aspimtinns to di- 
vine communion, it is quite apfiarcnt that thoy 
were iiractioed by him, in modes and to an extent 
that cannot be commended, louling to much 
self-delosion and to extravagances near nkin to 
distraction of judgment, and a disordered mental 
and moral frame. He would alN^tain from fcMid — 
on one occasion, it is said, for three days togeth- 
er — and spend the time, as he expresws it **in 
' * knocking at the door of heaven. ^ Leaving his 
. bed at the dead hours of the night, and retiring 
to his study, he would cast himself on the floor, 
and •' wrestle with the Lord." lie kept, usu- 
ally, one day of each week in such fiistin.sr, 
sometimes two. In his vigils, very pn»tr4Ct<Kl, 
he would. In tliis prostrate |)osition, lie Iwtlicd in 
.tears. By such exhausting processes, continued 
through days and nights, without f<M>d or re^t, 
his nature failed; he grew faint; plivMcal weak- 
ness liid him open to delusions of the im:igina 
tion; and his nervous system liecaroe clcmnged. 
Sometimes, heaven seemed to approach him, and 
be was liancUy able to bear the ecstasies of di- 
vine love : at other times, his soul would be tossed 
in the opposite direction : and often, the two 
states would follow each other in the same exer- 
cise, as described by him in his Diary:*—** Whs 
'*ever man more tempted than the miscniMc 
' ** Mather? Should I tell in how many forms ih" 
'* Devil has assaulted me, and with what subtlety 
•* and energy his assaults have l)een carried on, it 
•• would strike my frionds with horror. Sonie- 
*• timc^ temptations to vice, to bhisphemy, and 
**^athei6m, and. the abamlonment of all religion 



•TiMpMngMfroBiCottoD Mither's Diary, sued in thlf 
wtlde, are mostly Uken from the Christian Examiner, 
xUtlS; Proestding§ of JiaMtachutttU Hi»torical fiQclHy, 
L na, and It. 4M; and £i/< of CoUon Mather, hj WillUm 
B. Ol FSabodj, fa 8|Mute'S American Biography, tL let. 
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'* as a mere ddusioo, and tometimes to ielf<de- 
*' struction itself. These, even these, do follow 
** tliee, O miserable Mather, with astonishing f a- 
** ry. But I fall down Into the dnst, vn my stody 
'* floor, with tears, before the Lord, and then 
**tliey iinickly vanish, and It Is fair weather 
** again. Lord what wilt thou do with met *^ 

Ilis prayers and vigils, which often led to such 
high wntught and intense exiierienccs, were, not 
infreqnently, brought down to the level of ordina- 
ry sublunary affairs. In his Diary, he sa3'B, on 
one occamon : ** I set apart the day for fasting 
** with l)rayer, and the s|iecial intention of the di^ 
was to obtain deliverance ifid protection from 
my enemies. I mentioned the! r names unto the 
**Lord, who has |)ronilsed to be my shield.** 
The enemies, here refem^d to. were {lolitical op- 
ponents — Qovemor Dudley and the supporters of 
his admlnistratloD. 

At another time, be fixed his heart upon some 
books offered for sale. Not having the means to 
procure them In the ordinary way, he resorted to 
|>rayHr: **I could not forbear mentioning my 
'* wishes In my prayers, before the Lord, tliat, 
*' in case it might he of service to his interests, 
** he would enable me, in his good Providence, 
*' to purchase tlie treasure now liefore me. But 
'* I left tlie matter liefore him, with the profound- 
* • est resignation.*' "^ 

The following entry is of a similar chanio- 
ter: **This evening, I met with an experience, 
** which it may not be unprofitable for me to re- 
** memlMT. I had been, for aliout a foKnight, 
** vexed with an extraondinary heart-burn ; and 
** none of all the common medicines would re- 
*' more it, tliongh for the present some of them 
** would a little relieve It. At last, it ^w so 
** much upon me, that I was ready to famt nn- 
** dcr it But, under my fainting pain, this ro- 
** flection cjime into my mind. There was tkU 
**am<mg the sufferings and complaints of my 
**Lord Jesus Christ. My heart was like wax 
** melted in tlie middle of my bowels. Hereup- 
**f>n, I liegccd of the Lord, that, for the sake of 
**thu h<?iirt-bum undergone by my Saviour, I 
** mi;(lit l)e delivered from the other and lesser 
** heart bum wherewith I was now incommoded. 
** Immediately it was darted into my mind, that 
** I had Sir Piiilip Paris*s plaster in my house, 
** which was good for inflammations ; and laying 
** the phister on, I was cured of m3' malady.** 

These passages indicate a use of prayer, which,"^ 
to the ext. nt Alather carried it, would hardly be 
practised <ir approved by enlightened Christians 
of this or any age ; although f»ur Reviewer fully 
endorses it. In reference to Matlier^s liclief in 
tlie |K>wcr of prayer, he expresses himself with a 
imid simplicity, never equalled even by that Di- 
vine. After stating that the Almighty Sovereign 
was his Father, and had promised to he^ and 
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answer hit pciitiom, he goes on to sftj : ** He 
*' had often tested this promise, and bad fovid 
*<it faithful and sore." One would tbnik« i« 
hearing such a phraseology, he was listeniiig to 
an agent, vending a patent medicine as an infal- 
lible cure, or trving to bring into use a lalior-saT- 
ingmachine. 

The Reviewer calls me to account f«ir represent- 
ing *'tlie Goodwin affair** as liaving bad *'a 
•• very im|>ottant relation to tlie Salem tronblo^** 
and attempts to controvert that position. 

On this point, Francis . Hutchinson, befoiv 
referred to, gives bis views, veiy decidedly, 
in the following passages: \Pp, 95^ 96, JOL] 
**Mr. Ck>tton Mather, no longer since than 
** 10tK), published the case of one Goodwin's chil- 
" dren. « « « The book was sent hitber to be 
** printed amongst us, and Mr. Baxter reoooi- 
" mended it to our people by a Preface, where- 
** in he sa>*s : * That man must lie a veiy olidnr- 
** ' ate Sadducee that will not believe it.* The 
**year after, Mr. Baxter, perhaps encnnn^fd 
*' by Mr. >Iather*s book, published his own Cer- 
«* tainty of the World of Spirits, with another 
" testimony, *That Mr. Mather's lxK>k would Si- 
** * lence any incredulity that pretended to be 
««' rational.* And Mr. Mather dispernsd Mr. 
'* Baxter's book in New England, with the 
*' character of it. as a book that wasungainsaya- 
« We." 

Speakinc of Mathor*s book. Doctor Hntdun- 
Bon proceeds : ** The judgment I made of it was, 
'* that the poor eld woman, b^ng an Irish Pa- 
" pist, and not ready in the sisnidcation of Eng- 
**lish words, had entangled herself by a super 
'*stitious lielief, and doubtful answers abiiat 
" Saints and Charms ; and seeing wliat advanta- 
'^ gcs Mr. Mather made of it^ I was afraid I saw 
*'part of the reasons that carried the came 
** against her. And first it is manifest that Mr. 
'V^Iather is magnified, as having great power 
** over evil sfnrits. A young man in his family 
'* is represented so holy, tliat the place of his de- 
** votions was a certain cure of the young vifgin*s 
' * fits. Then liis grand-f ather*s and father's books 
'*have gained a testimony, tliat, u|Mm ocrasi«in, 
" may be improtfd one knows not how far. For 
" amongst the many experiments tlint were made, 
"Mr. Matlier would bring to this young maid, the 
'* Bible, the Amemhlf/'i Catechism^ his^grand- 
'* father Cotton's ^iU- /or Bahes, his father's 
** BemarJeabUe Prmid^fteet, and a book to prove 
** that there were Witelies ; snd when any of these 
" were offered fur her to read in. she would be 
" struck dead, and fall into convulsions. * Tlifse 
** • good books,* he says, * were mortal to her ' ; 
"and lest the world should lie so dull as not to 
^* take him right, he adds, * I ho|)e I have not 
** * spoiled the credit of the books, by tdling 
" ' l|ow much tl|e Devil bftted then."* 



hmgoage, published by Doctor HnlcUn- 
•on, in Englimd, during the life-time of tbn 
Mathers, shows bow strong was the opiidon, nt 
that time, that the writings of those two Divinci 
were deigned and used to promote tlie prev%- 
Icnoe of the Witchcraft snperstition, and eq[Mci- 
ly that focfa was tlie effect, as well as the pur- 
pose, of Cotton Mather's publication of the caan 
of the Goodwin cliildrtn, put into such dicnbif- 
tkm, as it was, by him and Baxter, in both Old 
and New Ei^land. In tlie same oonnectkai, 
Francis Hutchinson says : * * Oliserve the time of • 
** the publication of that book, and of Mr. Bai- 
."fer*a. Mr. Mather's came out in 1690, and 
*'Mr. Baxter's the year after; and Mr. Matbar't 
'* father's AoiMri-aUtf /V^idsneef had lieen oat 
" lieforetbat; and, in the year 1602, thefrigbtsttid 
** flits of the afllieted, and the imprisonment and 
** execution of Witehes in New England, nmda 
'*as sad a calamity as a plague or a war. I 
"know that Mr. Mather, in his late F<illo),iai- 
"pntesitto the Indian Pawaws sending tiieir 
"spirits amongit thefn ; but I attrilmte it to Mr. 
*' Baxter's liook, and his, and his father's, and thn 
" false principles, and frightful storic% that filed 
"the pe(ipk*s minds with great fears and daa^ 
" geniQS noti<ina.** 

Onr own Hutchinson, in his JTistory •/ Mmm- 
mAM9eUM,[iL f5f7.] alludes to the exdtencn* 
of the public mind, occasioned by the caan of 
the €hM)dwin children. " I liave often,** be aayi^ 
** heard persons who were of the neig^borbood* 
** speak of the great consternation it occasioned.*** 

In citing this author, in the present dincnMiim, 
certain facts are alwa3'S to Iw borne in mind. 
One of hn sisters was the wife uf Cottim Matherli 
son. towards wlioni Hutchinson cherished 
menta a|>propriate to such a near connection, 
of which Saninel Mather waa, there is no 
to dimlit, worthy. In the Preface to his tliit nil- 
nme be s|ieaks thus : ** I am obliged to no odi- 
'*(T fierson more than to my friend and bfutbor, 
"tlie Reverend Mr. Mather, whose librauy bni 
" lieen ofien Uv mu, as it had been before to tbt 
**Revcnnid Mr. Prince, who haa taken ftom 
" thence the greatest and most valoalile pnit of 
" what be bad collected.** 

Moreover, this very lilirary was, it can kvdly 
lie questioned, that of C«»tt<in Mather; of wMcb, 
in his Diary, he speaks an ** Vf*ry great.** In an 
inteiesting artide, to which I may refer again, 
in tlie ColUetient of th^t MaMiuhu§^ti9 lihuH' 
eat Soeieiy, [IV, iL J28\ we are told that, faitbt 
inventory of tlie estate of Cottim Matlier, iled 
by Ilia Administrator, " not n sin^e hook ii 
** mentioned among the assets of tms e cc e u i tik 
" scholar.** He had, it is to be prcenmed, gifcil 
tliem all, in his life-time, to hw son, wbo ne- 
ceeded to his ministiy in tlie Noith CbvrdL li 
ITSS. 
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When Om ddioiej of bin reUtkm to Uie Vath- 
cr Hmfly and the beoefitbe was deriying from 
tliat library are eoDsiderrd, the avoidaDoe, liy 
Hafchimon, of anj unpleasant reference to Cut- 
ton Mather, bj name, is Imnorable to his feci- 
ingi. Bat he maintained, nererthclcss. a faith- 
ful allegiance to the truth of hi'^n-, as the fol- 
lowing, as well as many «itlier passai^es, in his 
iBvaloable work, strikingly show. Tliey prove 
thai he regarded Mather*s ** printed account "^ of 
tiie case of the Goodwin children, as having a 
- Ttrj importuit relat ton to the immediately subfe- 
qnent delusion in Salem. * * The eldest was taken,'' 
he says, ** into a Minister's family, whore at first 
"she behaved orderly, but after some time snd- 
* * dently fell into her fita. '^ * ' The account of her 
** sufEerings is in print ; some things are men- 
"tioned as extraordinary, which tumblers are 
*' every day tauglit to perform ; cHheis seem more 
** than natural ; but it wan a time of great crud 
•*ulity. • ♦ ♦ The printed acci»ant was pub- 
^'lishedwithaPrefacp by Mr. Baxter. • ♦ ♦ 
*'It obtained credit soffident, together with oth- 
"er preparative^ to dispose the whole country 
**to be easily imposed upon, by the more exten- 
'*sive and more tragical scene, which was pres- 
•^ **ently after acted at ailem and other parte of 
'* the county of Enez.*^ After mentionmg sever- 
al works publishedin England, containhig'WeeA- 
"jforiw," witch-trials, etc., he proceeds: ** All 
' ' these books were in New England, and the con- 
** formity between the liehavior of Goodwin's chil- 
" dren, and mcist of the supposed he- witched at 
" Salem, and the behavior of those in England, 
" is so exact, as to leave no room ti> doubt the 
"stories had been read by the New England 
"persons themselves, or had been told to them 
by others who had read them. Indeed this 
conformity, instead of giving suspicitm, was 
uiged in confirmation of the truth of both. 
"The Old England demons and the New being 
" so mudi alike '^ 

It thus appears that the opinion was entertain* 
cd, in England and this country, that the notorie- 
ty^ given to the case of the Goodwin children, es- 
pecially l>y Mather's printed account of it, had 
an eiRcicnt inflacnce in bringing on the **tnig- 
" ical scene,** shortly afterwards exhibited at Sa 
lem. This opinion is shown to have becm correct, 
by the extraordinary similarity between Uiem 
—the one licing patterned after the other. The 
Salem case, in 1692, was, in fact, a ffulistantial rep- 
etition of the Boston case, in 1688. On this 
point, we have the evidence of Cotton Mather 
hunself. 

The Rer. J«>hn Hale of Beverly, who was as 
wdl qualified as any <ine to compare them, hiiv- 
ing lived in Charlestown, which place had been 
the residence of the Goodwin family, and been 
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active participator in the prosecutions at Sa- 



lem, in his book, cntiUed, A mtdtd Emfuirp imU 
th0 nature •/ WiUka^ft, written in 1697, bnt 
not printed until 1708, after mentioning the fact 
that Cotton Matlicr had published an account of 
the conduct of the Goodwin children, and brief- 
ly describing the manifestations and actions of the 
Salem girls, says : [p, f4] '* I will not enlarge in 
'*the description of their cruel sufferings, be- 
** cause they were, in all things, affiictcd as bad 
"as John Goodwin's children at Boston, in the 
"year 1680, as he, that will read Mr. Mather's 
** lMN>k on JUmarkahle Proridm€e$, p. 8. &c., 
" may read part of what these children, and af- 
" terwards sundry grown persons, suffered by the 
** hand of Stitan, at Salem Villaga, and parte ad- 
"jacent. Anno 1691-^^ yet th^ was more in 
*' their sufferings than in those at Buston, ^y 
'* pins invisibly stuck into tlieir flesh, prickinff 
"with irons (aa, in part, published in a book 
"prinU'd 1698, viz: Ths W<ntder$ of tkf luti*- 
''ibU World,y' This Is proof of the highest 
authority, tliat, with tlie excqitions mentioned, 
there was a perfect similarity in the details of 
the two caeea. Mr. Hale's book had not the ben- 
efit of his revision,' aa it did not pass through the 
press until two years after his death ; and we thua 
account for Che error as to the dace of the Good- 
win niUir, 

In making up his Magnolia^ Mather had the 
use of Hale's manuscript and transferred from it 
nearly all that he says, In that work, about Salem 
Witchcraft lie copies the passage above quoted. 
The fact, therefore, is sufficiently attested by 
Mather as well as Hale, that, with the exceptions 
stated, there was, " in all things," an entire simil- 
arity between the cases of 16& and 1692. 

Nay. further, in this same way we have the ev- 
idence of Cotton Mather himself, that his " print- 
" ed account,** of the cose of the Goodwin chil- 
dren, was actually used, as an authority, by the 
Court, in the trials at Salem — so that it ia dear 
"[that the said " account,'' contributed not only, 
by ite circulation among the people, to bring on 
the prosecutions of 1698, but to carry them 
through to their fatal rcsu^te—Mr. Hale says: [p. 
S7J] " that the Justices, Judges and others con- 
** cemed,*' consulted thepreccdcnts of former times, 
and precepte laid down by learned writers about 
Witclicraft. He goes on to enumerate them, 
meutiohing Keeble, Sir Matthew Hale, GlanvH, 
Bernard, Baxter and Burton, concluding the list 
with " Cotton Mather's MemorahU Protidenu$^ 
^*'relatingto WiUheraft, printed, annol689.'* Ma- 
ther transcriltes this also into the Magnolia, Ths 
Memorable Protidenees is referred to by Hale, in 
another place, as containing the case of the Good- 
win children, consisting, in fact miunly of it. 
[p. £5]. blather, having Hale's liook liefore 
him, must, therefore be considered as endorring 
the opinion for which the Reviewer calls me to 
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•eomint, namelj, that " the Goodwin affdr had a 
'* very important relation to the Salem tronblea.'* 
Wbat is sustained, toucliing this point, !»y iMiCh 
the Hutchinsons, Hale, and Cotton Mather him- 
iielf, cannot be disturljed in its ixmtiun, as a 
troth of History. 

The reader will, I trust, excuse me for gcinff 
into socli minute processes of investigation ana 
reasoning, in sucii comparatively unimportant 
points. But, as the long-received opinions, in 
reference to tliis chapter of our history, have been 
iirought into question in the columns of a journal, 
justly commanding the public confidence, it is 
necessary to re-examine, the grounds on which 
thuy rest. Tliis 1 pro|)ose to do, without regard 
to lalxir or space. I shall not rely U|)on general 
considerations, Hut endeavor, in the courpc of 
tbi« discussion, to sift every topic on which the 
Reviewer has strucic at the trutli of iiistory, fair- 
ly and ihnrnughly. On this fiarticular |Hiint, of 
the relation of tliese two instances of alleged 
Witchcraft, in localities so near as Boston and 
Siilem, and with so short an interval of time, gener- 
al considerations would ordinarily |je regarded 
as sufficient. From the nature of things, tlie 
former must have served to bring about the lat- 
ter. The intercommunication between the places 
was, even then, so constant, that' no imi)ortant 
event could hap|>en in one without being known 

^n the other. By the thousand channels of con- 
versation and nmior. and by Mather*s printed ac- 
count, endorsed by Baxter, and put into circula- 
tion throughout the country, the details of the al- 
leged sufferings and extraordinaiy doings of tlie 

^ OockI win child rcn, must have become well known, 
in Saleiu Village. Such a conclusion would l>e 
formed, if no particular evidence in snppoit of 
it could l>e adduced ; but when corroborated by 
the two Hutchinfsons, Mr. Hale, and, in effect^ 
by Mather himself, it cannot l)c shaken. 

As litis lieen stilted. Cotton Mather, previous to 
his ex|>erience with those *'i>ests,^ as the Re- 
viewer happily calls "the Goodwin children,'' 
probably Ix'lieved in the efficacy of pray- 
er, and in that alone, to o>ml>at and beat down 
evil spirits and their infernal Prince : and John 
G<N)dwin's declaration, that it was not by his 
advice that he went to the law, is, therefore, en- 
tirely credible in itself. The protracted trial, 
however, patiently persevered in for several long 
raontlis, when he had every advantage, in his 
own house, to pray the devil out of the eldest 
of the children, resulting in her becoming more 
and more * * saucy,'' insolent, and outrageous, may 

. have undermined his faith to an extent of which 
he might not hare been wholly conscious. He says, 
in concluding his Ptory in Uie Magnalia^ \Book 
«t. p, 75.] that, after all other methods had fail- 
ed, "one particular Minister, taking particular 
''compassion on the famUy, set himself to serve 



" them in the methods prescribed hw oar Loid 
"Jesus Christ Accordingly, the Loid beli^ 
" besought thrice, ia three days vi prayer, witK 
** fasting on thia occasion, the famUy thcs wtm 
** their deliteranoe perfected.** 

It is worthy of reflertion, wheihcr it was sot 
the fasting, that seems to have lieea cspedally 
enforced '*on this occasion,** and for ''three 
'* days,** thai cured the girl. A similar appH* 
cation had before operated as a temporary reoi- 
e*\y . Mather tells us, in his Mmm&rMs i V>e < 
denee$^ [p, 57,] referring to a date previoue to 
the '* three days ** fasting, ''Mr. Morton, of 
" Charlestown, and Mr. Allen, Mr. Moody, Mr. 
" Willard, and myself, of Boston, with some do- 
" voot neighbors, kept another day «»f prayer at 
" John Goodwin*s house ; and we had all the 
"children present with ua there. The diild- 
*' ren wtre miserably tortured, while we laboivd 
'* in our praTcra ; but our good God waa nigh 
"unto us, in what we called upon him tor. 
" From this day, the power of the enemy waa 
" broken ; and the chil^ten, though assauha after 
" this were made upon them, yet were aol ao 
" cruelly handled as liefore.** 

It must have been a hard day for all eos- 
cemed. Five Ministers and any number of 
" good praying people,** as Goodwin calla thcai, 
together with his whole family, could aol b«t 
have Crowded his small house. The childm, 
on such occa iona, often proved veiy troublo- 
some, as stated aliove. Goodwin aays, ** the two 
" biggest, lying on the bed, one of them would 
" fain have* kicked the g(K>d men, while they 
" were wrestling with God for them, had I ooi 
"held him with all my power and might.** 
Fasting was added to the prayers, that were 
kept up during the whole time, the MiniatciB 
relieving each other. If the fasting had beett 
continued three days, it is not unlikely that the 
cure of the children would, then, have proved 
efTectual and lasting. The account given in the 
UemarahUt and tlie Magnalia^ of the conduct of 
these children, under the treatment of Mather 
and the other Mnisters, is, indeed, moat lodi* 
crons ; and no one can lie expected 'to look at H 
in anv other light He was forewarned that, ia 
printing it, he would expose himself to ridicule. 
He tells us that the mischievous, bnt bright and 
wonderfully gifted, giri, the eldest cvf tlie chil- 
dren, getting, at one time, possession of Ua 
manuscript, pretended to l»e, for the nomesL 
incapacitated, by the Devil, for reading it; aad 
he further inforirs ua, " 8he*d hector me at a 
" strange rate for the work I waa at, and threat^ 
" en me with I know not what ro^hief for if. 
" She got a History I was writingof this Wltcli> 
" craft; and though ahe had, before thia, read H' 
^ over and over, yet now she oouki aot read (I 
''believe) one entire aentcnoe of it; b«t aka 
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** nuMk of it the moit ridienloiia TraTcitT in the 
" worid, with 8uch a patneM and excess of tan- 
^ cy, to supply the sense that she put ujkmi if, 
'^as I was amazed at And she particularly 
^ told me, That I should quickly come to die- 
**• grace by that History.** 

It is noticable that the Goodwin children, 
• like their imitators at Salem Village, the * af- 
^ flicted,^ as they were called, were car ful, ex- 
cept in certain cases of emergence, not to have 
their night^s sleep disturbed, and neTcr lost an 
appetite for their regular meaN. I cannot but 
think that if the Village ^rls had, once in a 
while, like the Qoodwin children, been compell- 
ed tu go for a day or two upon Tery short al- 
lowance, it would have soon brought their 
^ sport** to an cad. 

Nothing is more tme than that, in estimating 
the conduct and character of men, allowance 
must lie made for the natural, and almost neces- 
sary, influence of the opinions and customs of 
-iheir times^ But this excuse will not wholly 
shelter the Mathers. They are answerable, as I 
haTe shown, more than almost any other men 
haTC been, for the opinions of their time. 
It was, indeed, a superstitious age; but 
made much more so by their operations, 
influence, and writings, l>eginning with In- 
crease l^Iather*s rooTement, at the asKmbly of 
the Ministers, in 1681, and ending with Cotton 
i/" Mather*s dealings with the Goodwin children, 
and the account thereof which he printed and 
circulated, far and wide. For this reason, then, 
in the first place, I hold those two men responsi • 
ble for what is calleil " S ilem Witchcraft'* 

I hare admitted and shown that Cotton Math- 
er ori^nally relied only upon prayer in his com- 
bat with Satanic powers. But the time was at 
hand, when other weapons than the sword of 
the Spirit were to be drawn in that warfare. 




TRB KKLATTOH OF THB XATHER8 TO TUB ADMHI 
nTKATK»l OF XA8SACHU8ETTS, IN 1692. TUB 
XEW CHARTER. THB OOTERNMEJirr UKDBR IT 
ARRAROBD BY TUEIL ARRITAL OF SIR WIL- 
UAXFBIPn. 

No instance of the responsibility of particular 
persons for the acts of a Government, in the 
whole range of history, is more decisive or un- 
questionable, than that of the Mathers, father 
Mid son, for the trials and executions, for the al- 
lied crime of Witchcrnfi, at Sjlem, in 16U3. 

Increase M-tther had been in En;;1and, as one 
•<f the Agents of the Colony of MassacliUiictts, 
for ieveral years, io the last part of the reign 
of James IL and the beginning of that of Will- 
ism and Mary, covering much of theperiod be- 
lirecA the Bbro^tion of the first Charter and 



the establishment of the Province under the 
second Charter. Circumstances had conspired 
to give him great influence in organizing the 
Government provided for in the new Charter. 
His son descrilies him as ^ one that, liesides a 
** station in the Cliurch of God, as considerable as 
" any that his own country can afford, hath for 
** divers years come off* #rith honor, in his appli- 
'* cation to three crowned heads and the cliief- 
** est nobility of three kingdoms.** 

Being satisfied that a restoration of the old 
Charter could not he obtained. Increase Mather 
acquie!«ed in what he deemed a necessity, and 
bent his efforts to hate as favorable terms as 
possible secured in the new. His colleagues in 
the agency, Elisha Cooke and Thomas Oaks, op- 
posed his course — the former, with great deter- 
mination, taking the ground of the ** old Charter 
" or none.** This threw tliem out of all commu- 
nication with the Home Government, on the sub- 
ject And gave, to ^Ir. Mather controlling influ- 
ence. He was requested by the Ministers of the 
Crown to name the officers of the new (Govern- 
ment ; and, in fact, had the free and sole selec- 
tion of them all. Sir William Phips was ap- 
pointed Governor, at his solicitation; and, in 
accordance with earnest recomendations, in a 
letter from Cotton Mather, William StoughUm 
wa't appointed Depnty-govemor, thereby super- 
ceding Danforth, one of the ablest men in 
the I^ovince. In fact, every member of the 
Council owed his seat to the Mathers, and, po- 
litically, WAS their creature. Great was the ex- 
ultation of Cotton Mather, when the intelligence 
reached him, thus expressed in his Diary : " The 
** time for favor is now come, yea, t^e set-time 
** is come. I am now to receive the answers of 
** so many prayers, as have been employed for my 
" absent parent, and the deliverance and settle- 
" ment of my poor country. We have not the 
** former Charter, but we have a better in the 
** room of it ; one which much better suits our 
** circumstances. And, instead of my being 
**made a sacrifice to wicked rulers, all the 
** Councillors of the Province are of my father^a 
** nomination ; and my father-in-law, with sever- 
** at related to me, and several brethren of my 
** own Church, are among them. The Governor 
**of the Province is not my enemy, but one 
'* whom I l)aptized, namely. Sir William Phips, 
** and one of my fiock, and one of my dearest 
** friends.'* 

The whole numljer of Councillors was twenty-^ 
eight, three of them, at least, being of the Math- 
er Church. John Phillips was Cotton Math- 
er's fiitlier-in-law. Two years before. Sir Will- 
iam Phips had been baptized by Cotton Math- 
er, in the presence of the congregation, and re- 
ceived into the Church. 

The ^ set time,** so long prayed for, was of brief 



dniaHon. The InflacvM of tbe Matbeia over 
the politic* of the ProTincewaa liniited to the 
lint put of Pliips** aliort sduiiniitratiMi. At 
tbe TCTT next elecUon, in Hay, 1008, ten of tbe 
CaoDciilori were Inti nut; and Eliiha Cooke, 
IbNT gnut oppuocnt, wiii cliosen to thkt bodj, 
allbough Dcgittived li; Pbipn, in tbe ezercite of 
bit pm-ogatiTe, under the Ciiiner. 

Increaie Mstbcrcmne orcr in tbe ume ship with 
the Gnvcnior, the AVniuci, frigate. AsPhips waa 
bit parifhioncr. oncil lo bim bi> office, and »M 
ncccssnrily tiiriiwn into close intimacj, duripg 
the long voyage, he fell naturally under liii in- 
Suence, wliich, alt tilings considered, could not 
have fatled to be controlling. The OoTemor 
wBi an illiterate pcmon, bnt of generont, cod- 
Bding, and suaceplible impulsoa; and tbe elder 
Uatber was precisely fitted to acqnire on ■■- 
cendeney over sucb a character. He bod been 
twice abroad, in bii early manbood and in hia 
later yean>, bad knowledge or tlie world, becD 
ccmrereant with learned men in Collegei and 
among distinauisbed Divines and Stilrsmen, and 
Been much of Coarlaaiid tbeopenitionaof Oov- 
emmenta. With a more extended experience 
and obKrratioD than bit eun, bit deportment 
was more dignified, and hii judgment infl- 
nttely better; wbile bis talents and acquiremenit 
were not far, if at all, iiiferior. When Pbipi 
landed in Binton. it could not, therefore, hHve 
been otherwise tbm that be should jmye ander 
tbe control of the Mnlben, tbe one acconipsnj- 
ing, the other meeting him nn tbe shore. Tbey 
were bis religious teachenand guides; by tbeir 
effi[;icnt patronage and exertions bo bud lieen 

S laced in liii bigb office. Tbey, bis Deputy, 
tnughlon, and the whole cUbs of pi rton • un- 
der tbeir influence, at once giitbcred about bini, 
save bim liis Gist impressions, and dim:ted 
nit movements. By their talents nnd position, 
tbe Hstbcra controlled tbe people, and kept 
* . open a cb.tnnel through which the; could reach 
the ear of Boyulty. Tbe Government of the 
Province wns nominally in PhipsAnd Ids Coun- 
cil, but tbe Mathers were a power licliind ilie 
throne greater than the throne itself The fol- 
lowing liller, never before published, for wbicb 
I am indebted to Abner C. Goodell, Esq., Vice- 
preiideot of tbe Essex Institute, show* bow 
tbey bore themselves before the Legislature, and 
(MnnniOQicated with the Home Govcmmcal. 
"MiLosd: 

" I bava only to assure your Lordship, that 
"the generality of their Mnjesties sulijects (sc 
" far as I can uuderatnnd) do, with all tbank- 
" fulnesi, receive tbe fsvors, wliich, by the new 
" Charter, are granted lo them. Tbe last week, 
" the General Assembly (which, your Lordship 
** knowt, is oar New Engbud Parliament) - - 



" vened at Boston. I did then esbort tlica to 
"make an Addrea of thanks to fMr H^*- . 
" ties; which, I am sinn informed, tbe Aswb- 
" biy bare Dnanimonaly agreed to do, at Id d«^ 
" they are bonnd. 1 imre also ocqulnted lb* 
" whole Assembly, bow much, not mytdf . oatj, 
"but they, and all Ihii Province, anobUged to- 
" yoar Lmdibtp in particular, which Ibcj b«a 
" a grateful aenae of, u by letteia Amn thelB- 
"selvesyonr Lordship will perceive. Ula»j, 
" in any thing, serve thdr Kajerttea Inttnat 
" here, 1 sbill, on that account, think nqwalf 
" happy, and shall always ttadj to ^iprave mj' 
seU^MyLord, 

" Tour mort hnmbte, Ihankftal ^ 
Bmtok, N. %. and obedient Servant, 
June 28, KM. bcxun Xatmmb. 

" To the Rl Hod^ tlw Eakl op NormtOKUi 
" bii Maj*~ Principal Becretary of State 
"atWhitebalL" 
While they could tbtu addreaa tlM Gnenl 
Assembly, and the Ministers of State, in LoodoH, 
the Qovemment here was, a* Hntdglnson evf> 
denlly regarded it, [i. 36S; ii. 69.]-t1UTmX^ 
" Adkikistbatioii.'' It was " shot^ 'bairp, and 
decisive." It opened in great power; its 
onrse was marked with lerrur tacf havoc; it 
ended with mvslerious snddenncas ; anditaoiilv 
lonnment is 'Salim Witchcraft— the "nidMA 
iRurder," as tlie Reviewer calla it, of twaitj 
len and women, as innocent in thdr Uvea ■■ 
tbey were heroic in tbeir deatba. 

Tlie JfoHiudi Hnived in Boston harbcr, to- 
wards tbe eveningof the fourteenth o1 May, IMIl 
Judge Seirall's Diary, now in tbe poaaesnoa of 
the MassscbuseUs Histoiical Society, bat tUt 
entry, at tbe alxive diile. "Candles are lifted 
" before he ^ts into Town Ilouse, 8 compaolw 
"wait on him to hia house, and then oa Me. 
•' Slather lo bis, made no vollies, bccatue 'twaa 
" B itorday night." 

The next day, the OoTemor attended, we maj 
be sure, public worship with tbe congregatioa 
to which he belonged; and the occauoB wat. 
undnuliledly dulv noticed. Allvr so long an 
silence. Increase Italber could not have tailed - 
to aildre«s liia^people, Ibe son also takiiv psjt 
in the interesting service. The presence, in hit 
pew, of Ibe m^in who, a short lime before, bad 
bern regenerated by tbeir preaching, and now 
reappeiircd among Ibem with Ibe title and 
coiiimiMion of Qovcmor of Iiew EngUsd, 
added to Ibe previous honors of KniKhlhood, at 
once sugccsled to nil, nnd parlicularlT Improi- 
ed upon him. an appreciating couyictioa of tiM 
political triumph, as well aa detiral acUtve- 
ment, of the astociale Ministers of tba North 
Bostcm Church. From what wa know if tha 
state of the public mind at that Un^ m t^ 
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pluUcilly dMcribed in ft doemiMot I am pic»- 
•ftUy to piodaee, then am be no qaeslioo as to 
one eliMS of topics and ezhortationa, where- 
witbal hit Excellency and the crowded con- 
gregation were, that day, entertained. 

Monday, the sixteenth, was devoted to the 
ceremonies of the public induction of the new 
OoTemment There was a procession to the 
Town-house, where the Cum missions of the 
GoTcmor and Depoty-gorcmor, with the Char- 
ter under which tney were appointed, were sev- 
erally read aloud to the people. A public 
dinner followed; and, at its close, Sir William 
was escorted to his residence. At the meeting 
of th«f Council, the next day, the seventeenth, 
the oaths of office hsvins been administered, all 
round, it was voted " that there be a general 
** meeting of the Council upon Tuestlay next, 
^ the twenty-fourth of May current, in Boston, 
** at two o'clock, post-meridian, to nominate and 
** appoint Jo'lges, Justices, and other officers ot 
'* the Couicil and Courts of Justice within this 
** their M>iJ9stie*s Province belonging, and that 
** notice thereof, or summons, be forthwith issued 
**unto the members of the Council now ab- 
"sent" 

The following letter from Sir William Pliips, 
to the Government at home, recently procured 
from England by Mr. G«K>de]1, was published 
in the last volume of the CvlUetiom$ of the Essex 
InHituts^Yolume DL, Part IL I print it^ en- 
tire, and request the reader to examine it, care- 
fully, and to refer to it as occasion arises in 
this d'scussio**, as it is a key to the whole trans- 
action of the Witchcraft trials. Its opening 
•fntence demonstrates the impression made by 
those who first met and surrounded him, on his 
excitable nature: 

^ When I first arrived, I found this Province 
''misetably harassed with a most horrible 
** witchcrsil or possession of devils, which had 
** broke in upon several towns, some scores of 
**poor people were taken with preternatural 
'* torments, some scalded with brimstone, some 
** had pins stuck in their fiesh, others hurried 
*^ Into the fire and water, and some dragged out 
^ of their houses and carried over the tops of 
** trees and hills for many miles together; it 
** bath been represented to me much like that 
** of Sweden about thirty years ago ; and there 
** were many committed to prison upon suspi- 
•* cion of Witchcraft before my arrival. The 
** loud cries and clamours of the friends of the 
** afflicted people, with the advice of the Dep- 
** nty-govemor and man^ others, prevailed with 
** me to give a Commission cf Oyer and Termi- 
** ner for discovering what Witchcraft might be 
*- at the bottom, or whether it were not a poa- 
** session. The chief Judge in thb Commission 
** waa the Deputy-governor, and the rest wefo 



** persons of the best prudence and finre that 
** could ilttn be pitched upon. When Uie Court 
*' came to sit at 8 ilem, in the- County of E)«ex, 
^ they convicted more titan twenty persons be- 
** ing guilty of witchcmfV, some of the con- 
'*victi^ confessed their guilt; the Court, aa I 
** understand, began their proceedings with the 
*' accusations of afflicted perwms; and then went 
**upon other humane evidences to stn-ngthen 
^^that. I was, almost the whole time of the 
** proceeding, abroad in the service ot their 
*' Majesties, in the Eastern part of the country, 
** and depended up'm the Judgment of the Court, 
^ as to a method of proceeding in cases of 
** witchcraft ; but when I came homo I found 
^ many persons in a strange ferment of dissat- 
** isfaction, which was increased by some hot 
** spirits tliAt blew up the flame ; but on inquir- 
*^ing into the matter I found that the Devil 
** had taken ujion him the name and shape of 
** several persons who were doubtless innocent, 
^ and, to my certain knowledge, of good reputa- 
** tion ; for which cause I have now forbidden 
** the committing of any more that sluill be ac- 
**cn8ed, witt;out unavoidable necessity, and 
** those that have been committed I would shd- 
" ter from any proceedings against them where- 
** in there may be the least suspicion of any 
** wrong to \ye done unto the innocent. I would 
** also wait for any particular directions or com- 
" mands, if their Msjesties plea^ to give me 
'*anT, for the fuller ordering this perplexed 
^afbir. 

** I have also put a stop to the printing of any 
" discourses one way or other, that may increase 
** the needless disputes of people upon this occa- 
'^ sion, because I saw a likelihood of kindling an 
** inextinguishable flame if I should admit any 
^ public and open contests; and I have grieved 
** to see that some, who should have done their 
** Majesties, and this Province, lietter service, have 
" so far taken council of passion as to desire the 
^precipitancy of these matters; these things 
'* have been improved by some to give me many 
** interrupt'ons in their Majesties service [toAidk] 
**has been Iter by unhappily clogged, and the 
" persons, who have made so ill improvement of 
** these matters here, are seeking to turn it upon 
^ me, but I hereby d^Hslare, that aa soon as I came 
** from fighting against their Majesties enemies, 
"and understood whut danger some of their 
" innocent subjects might be exposed to, if the 
** evidence of the afflicted persons only did pre- 
** vail, either to the committing, or trying any of 
*' them, I did. before any application was made 
** unto me about it, put a rtop to the proceed- 
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** the reason ie becaate I know my enemiet are On TueMlaj, the twenty-fourth of Mav, tho 

** leeking to tarn it all upon me. Sir, Council met to consider the matter madauiy >*- 

** I am signed to that day, nameljy the nommi^oii and 

" Tonr most humble 8erv* ap|K>intment of Judicial cifBoeit. 

** William Pmn. The QoTemor gave notice that he had 

" Dated at Bobtok ih New Ekolanp, Writs for the ele<^on of ReP'vifntatiTM to 



" the 14th of Oct' 1692. ' ^?! ^" * ^^enl Court, to bi5 held oo te eighth 

of June. 



•«Mexm> Healso laid beforathe ConncQ, the _ 

*' That my Lord President be pleased to ac- buftiness, which was ** accordingly attended^ 

** quaint his Majesty in Council with the ac- "divers persons. In the respective Coontiea ^ 

*' count reccivc<l from New Ens^iand, from Sir ** named, and left for furtlier oonsidefatlon.** 
" W* Phips, the Governor there, touching pro- On the twenty-fifth of May, the Coondl bd 

** ceeclings ngainst several persons for Witch again in session, the reoofd says: **a faitber 

'* craft, as appears by the Govemor*s letter con- ** discoune was had abtnit pcrMna, in the 



** ceming those matters.** * * al Counties, for Justices and other officeii, and 

The foregoing document, I repeat, indicates '* it was judged advisable to defer the oooMem- 

the kind of talk with which Pliips was accosted, " tion of fit persons for Judges, nntii them bn 

when stepping ashore. Exaggerated reprcscnta- " *n estoblishment of Courts of Jnstioe.** 

tions of the astonishing occutrcnces at Salem Vil- A.t the next meeting, on tlie twenty aevcnth of 

lage burst upcm him from all, whom he would M*J» >t was ordered that the members of te 

have been likely to m-jct. The minner in which Council, severally, and their Secretary, should be 

the Mathers, through him, had got exclusive poe- Justices of the Peace and Quorum, In the respee- 

sossitn of the Government of the Province, prob- ^j^e Counties where they reside: a long Hil^ bo- 

ably kept him from mingling freely amonff, or hiv- ?*»d«f was adopted, aiipointing the penons namod 

ing much opportunity to meet, any leadmg men, »« it Justices, as also Sheriffs and Coroners; nad 

outside of his Council and the pairtv represented. » Special Court of Over and TBRioinBR waa m- 

therein. Writing in the ensuing Oclolier, at the tablished for the Counties of SufPolk, Eaei; Mid 

moment when he had made up his mind to break Middlesex, consisting of William Stooghton, 

lo>se from those who had led him to the hasty Chief justice, John Richards, Nathaniel UtOB- 

ap|)ointment of the SiJecial Court, there is signif- »tall. Wait Winthrop. Bartholomew Oedney, Saoi- 

icance in his language. ** I have grieved to see oel Sewall, John Hathome, Jonathan Onrwia, 

** that some, who should have done their Majcs- and Peter Sargent, any five of them to be n qoo- 

**ties, and the Province, better service, have so »*"«" (Stoughton, Richardi|,orGedneytobeoiMof 

** far taken counsel of passion, as t/> desire the ^^® fi^e). 

" precipitancy of these matters." This refers to, When we consider that the subject had ben 

and amounts to a condemnation of, the advisers specially assigned on the seventeenth, and dia- 

who had influenced him to the rash measures cassed for two days, on the twenty-fourth nad 

adopted on his arrival. How rash and precipi- twenty-fifth, to the condusion that the appoint- 

tate those m3asures were I now proceed to show. "»«"* of Judges ought to be deferred, **«ijiia 

" there be aneHahlUhnunto/OtrtirU^Jutiim,'^'-' 
which, by the Charter, could only be done by te 
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/ General Court which was to meet as the Qovcmw 

THE special court dw OYER AND TERMINER. ,,^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ j„ ,^ ^^^ fortnlght-tho 

HOW IT WAS ESTABLISHED. WHO RESPONSIBLE establishment of the Court of Oyer and Te^ 

FOR IT. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE cr, outhct wcnty-seventh.must be regarded «^ 

CONCENTRATED IN ITS CHiBF-JuaTiCE. extraotdinaiy. It wasacknowled^tobe anS- 

So great was the pressure made upon Sir authorized proceednre; the deliberate jodgment 

William Phips, by the wild panic to which the of the Council had been expressed against It; 

community had i>een wrought, that he ordered and there was no occasion for such hurryy ts the 

the persons who had l>cen committed to prison Legislature was so soon to assemble. Thmmmt 

by the Salem Magistrates, to be put in irons; have l*ecn a strong outside pressure, from tome 

but his natural kindness of heart and common quarter, to produce such a diange of front. 

sense led him to relax the unjustifiable severity. Prom Wednesday to Friday, aome powms of 

Professor Bowen, in his Z^f/tf ^Z* PAtpa, embraced great influence must have been hard at work. The 

in Sparks's Amerieah Biography, [ei», 81,] Baya: reasons assigned, in the record, for thb sudden it^ 

'* Sir William seems not to have been in earnest versal, by the Council, of its ddiberate decisioB^ 

'* in the proceeding; for the oflScer^ were permit- are the great number of criminals wafttng trials 

'* ted to evade the order, by putting on the irons the thronged condition of the jaUs, uid^^uishol 

" indeed, buttaklngthem off again, immediately.** " season of theyear,^ onthetwadgr-se?enlhof M^ 
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Uh fuitiier ttated, •' there bdss no JndiciitQrci 
** orCcmrttof Jnstioe jeiettablii£ed,**tlMft, there- 
fore, such an extraordioaiy tUp was p ccg na i y. 
It is, indeed, remarkable, that, m the face of their 
ovn recorded conrictiont of expediency and 
protuiety, and in disregard of the prorisions 
of ihe Charter which, a few days before, 
they had been sworn to obey, the Covncil ouyld 
have been led to so far '* take counsel of pawion,*^ 
as to msh over eveiy barrier to this pfcdpitate 
nieasare. 

No spedfie reference is anywhere made, in the 
Jonmals, to Witdicraft ; Imt the Coort was to act 
upon all cases of f«;lony and other crimes^ The 
'* Council Records ^ were not obtained from Eng- 
land, nntil 184ft. Writers hare generally spoken 
of the Cottft as consisting of seven JndgM. 8alt- 
onaAall's rengnation does not appear to have led 
to a new ap|xiintmcnt ; and, perliaiM, Hathome, 
who generally acted as an Eyamining Magistrate, 
and signed roost of the Commitments of the 
prisoners, did not often, if ever, sit as a Judge, 
ui this way, the Court may have been redoced to 
seven. Stephen Bewail was appointed Clerk, 
and George Corwin, High Sheriff. 

Thus established and organized, on the twenty- 
, seventh of Hay, the Court sat, on tlie second of 
I June, for the trial of Bridget Bishop. Her Death- 
I warrant was signed, on tlie eighth of June, tlic 
• Toy day the Legislatore convened : and slie was 
executed on the tenth. This was, indeed, ** pre- 
"dpitancy.** Before the General Court had 
time, possibly, to make "an establishment of 
''Courts of Justice^ in tlic exercise of the pow- 
en bestowed upon it by the Charter, this Special 
Court-— suddenly sprung upon the country, against 
the delilierate first jm^pnent of the Cfouncil it- 
sdf, and not called for by any emergency of the 
moment which the General Ctmrt, just coming on 
the stage, could not legally, con^ititutionally, and 
adequately, have met-^dippcd its hands in blood ; 
and an infatuated and appalled people and their 
representatives allowed the wheels of the Jug- 
gernaut to mil on. 

The question, Uiio arerespon«ble for the crea- 
tion, in such Ifot liaste, of this Court, and for its 
instant entrance U|)on its ruthless work, may not 
be fully and specifically answered, with aliKolute 
demonstration, but we may approach a satisfac 
toiy solution of it. We know chat a word from 
either of the >Iatliers would have stop|)cd it. Their 
n Nations to the Government were, then, control- 
ling. Further, if, nt that time, either of the oth- 
er leading Ministers — ^Wiliard or Allen — had de- 
manded delay, it would have been necessary to 
pause ; but none appear to have made open oppo- 
sition ; and all must share in the rcsiMmsibility 
for subsequent eventa. 

Phipa says that the affair at Salem Village was 
if|raeDted to him as **much like that of Sweden, 
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«<aboot thh^ years ago."* This Swedidi 
wasCotton Malher^s special topic In hit ITmi- 
dert of tks Imtisihls World, he says tliat ** other 
**aood people have in this way been harassed, 
*' but none in circumstances more like to ours, 
"than the people of G<id in Swcedland.'' He 
introduces, into the Wondert, a sepamte account 
of it ; and reproduces it in his Li/e of Phip$, in- 
corporated suiMcqneutly into the Magnolia, Hie 
firtft point he makes, in presenting this case, is as 
follows : ** Tlie inhabitants had earnestly sought 
"God in prayer, and yet their affliction con- 
'* tinned. Whereupon Judgca had a Special 
"Commission to find, and root out the hellish 
" crew ; and the rather, because another County 
" in the Kingdom, which had been so molested,! 
" was delivered ujx>n the execution of the Witch-/ 
"nr^-The Wonden •/ tks InvUibU W^rld: 
Edit. London, 1698, p. 48. 

The importance attadied by Cotton Mather to 
the affair in Sweden, cs|K*cially viewed in con- 
nection with tlie foregoing extract, indicates that 
the change, I liave conjectured, had come over 
him, aa to. the way to deal with Witches ; and 
that he lia^ reached the conclunon that prayer 
would not, and nothing but the gallows could, 
answer the emergency. In the Sw^isb case, was \ 
found the precedent for a " Special Commission | 
" of Oyer and Terminer ." 

Well might the Governor have felt the impor- 
tance of relieving himself, as far as possible, from 
there^ponsibility of having organized such aCourt, 
and of thrtiwing it upon his advisers. The tri- 
bunal consisted of the Deputy-governor, as Chief- 
justice, and eight other |)crsons, all memliers of 
tlie Council, aM each, as h:is been shown, owing 
his scat, at that B<iard, to the Mathers. 

The recent publication of this letter of Gov- 
ernor Phi|)s enables us now to explain certain cir- 
cumstances, licfure hardly intelligible, and to 
appreciate the extent of the outrages committed 
by those who controlled the administration of 
the Province, during the Witehcraft trials. 

In 1767, Andrew Oliver, then Secretary of the 
Province, was dirortcd to search the Records of 
the Governnu'nt to iiscertain precedents, touching 
a point of much interest at that time. From his 
Report. ))art of which is given in Drakc^s inval- 
uable nutory of Dotton, {p, 728.] it appears that 
the Deputy- governor, Stoughton, by the appoint- 
ment of the Qoveroor, attended by the Secretary, 
administered the oaths to the members of the 
House of Representatives, convened on the eighth 
of Jtme, 1692; that, as Deputy-governor, he sat 
in Council, generally, during that year, and was, 
besides, annually elected to the Council, until his 
death, in 1701. All that time, he was sitting, in 
the double capacity of an ex-offieio and an elect- 
ed member; and for much the greater part of it, 
in Uie absence of Phipa, as acting Governor. Tlie 
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Reoordssbow tlut he tat in Cooncil when Sir 
William Phipe was present, and presided over it, 
when he was not present, and ever after Pbipe> 
decease, until a new Qovemor came over in 1699. 
His annual election, bj the Hoofle of Representa- 
tiTes, as one of the twenty-eight Councilloni, 
while, as Deputj or acting Gkiremor, he was enti- 
tled to a seat, is quite remarkable. It gave him 
a distinct legislative character, and a right, as an 
elected member of the Ixxly, to vote and act, di- 
rectly, in all cases, witliout restraint or emlmrras- 
ment, in debate and on Committees, in the mak- 
ing, as well as administering, the law. 

In the letter now under consideration, Gov- 
ernor Phipa says: ** I was almost the whole time 
*' of the proceeding al>road, in the Service of 
** their Majesties in the Eastern part of the ooun- 
"tiy.'' 

' The whole tenor of ^e letter leaves an impres- 
sion that, being so much away from the scene, in 
frequent and long al>8ences. he was not cognizant 
of what was going on. He de|3ended ** upon 
'* the judgment of the Court,** as to its methodBof 
proceeding; and was surprised when thoie 
methods were brought to his attention. Feeling 
his own incapacity to handle such a business, he 
was willing to leave it to those who ought to 
have been more competent. Indeed, he passed 
the whole matter over to the Deputy-governor. In 
a letter, for which I am indebted to Mr. Qoodell, 
dated thetwentietli of Fel>ruary, 1698, to the Earl 
of Nottingham, transmitting copies of Uws pass- 
ed bf the General Court, Governor Phi|)s says: 
'* Not being versed in law, I have depended up- 
** on the Lieu* Gov, who is appointed Judge of 
'*the Courts, to see that they be exactly agreea- 
'*b]e to the laws of England, and not repugnant 
"in any part. If there be any error, I know 
'Mt will not escape your observation, and de- 
"tire a check may be given for what may be 
" aniisi.'' 

The closing sentence looks somewhat like a 
want of confidence in the legal capacity and 

dl^ent of Stoughton. owing perhaps, to the 
work he had made at the Salem trials, the 
Summer before; but the whole passage shows 
that Phip% conscious of his own ignorance of 
such things, left them wholly to the Cliief-jus- 
tice. 

The Records show that be sat in Council to the 
doseof the Legislature, on the second of July. But 
the main business was, evidently, nnder the man- 
agement of Stoughton, who was Chairman of a 
large Joint Committee, diarged with adjusting the 
whole body of the laws to the transition of the 
Colony, from an independent Government, under 
the first Charter, to the condition of a subject 
Province. 

One penoo had been tried and executed ; and 
<he Cdirt was holding its second Sesdoo when the 



Legislature adjourned. Phipa went to flia 
ward, immediately after theeighth of July. Agaia, 
on the first of August, he enibarked from BoatCNi 
with a force of four hundred and fifty men, for 
the mouth of the Kennebec. In the Archives of 
Massachusetts, Secretary's ofllce. State House, YoL 
LI, p. 9, i« the original document, signed by Phipa, 
dated on the first of August, 1693, turning over 
the Government to Stoughton, during his abaenoe. 
It ap|)earsby Churches Eautern Expeditimu, Part 
II. p. 82, edited by H. M. Dexter, and pnbliabed 
by Wiggin & Lunt, Boston, 1867, that, durisg a 
considerable part of the month of Auguat, Sm 
Governor must have been absent, engaged in im- 
portant operations on the coast of Mjunei About 
the middle of September, he went again to te 
Kennebec, not ! -ruming until a short time befdra 
the twelfth of October. In the course of the venr, 
he also was absent for a while in Rhode lataad. 
Although an energetic and active man, he bad as 
much on his hands, arising out of queitiona as to 
the extent of his authority over Connecticut tad 
Rhode Island and the management of ai&dn at 
the eastward, as be could well attend to. ffia 
Instructions, too, from the Crown, made it Ua 
chief duty to protect the eastern portiona of Ua 
Government. Thestateof things tb«e, in conaeo- 
tion with Indian assaults and outragea npoa te 
outskirt settlements, nnder Frmch inatlgaticMl^ 
was represented as urgently demanding bis atti- 
tion. Besides all this, bia utmost exmona wwa 
needed to protect the sea-ooast against booea- 
neers. In aiddition to the public UMessitiea, tiraa 
calling him to the eastward, it was^ undoubtedly, 
m<ire agreeable to his feelinsa, to revisit bis na- 
tive region and the home of bis early yean^ wbeia^ 
starting from the bumblesc spheres of mechanical 
labor and maritime adventure, as a ship-carpta- 
tcr and sailor, he had acquired the manly miafgj 
and enterprise that had conducted him to for- 
tune, knightly honor, and the Comnysrion of 
Governor of New England. All tbe rendnia- 
cances and l^est aflfectiona of hia nature made bim 
prompt to defend tbe region tbua csideared to 
him. It was much more oongenisl to bia fad- 
ings than to remain under the ceremonial and pu- 
ritanic restraints of tbe seat of Government, and 
involved in perplexitiea with which be bad no 
ability, and probably no taste, to grapple. Ha 
was ^lad to take himself out of tbe way ; aad aa 
his impetuous and impulsive nature readifred 
those under bim liable to find bim troobto- 
some, they were not sorry to have bim called dae- 
where. 

I have mentioned these tbinga aa Jnstifvnf te 
impression, conveyed by bis letter, thai be aaair 
but little of what was going on until bia retaiB 
in the earlier half of October. Actoal abseaea 
at a distance, the larger part of te time^ aad i»> 
greasing oarm in gemngapexpaditloBBaadi 
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l^iM for tbem while he was at hume—iMrticalar- 
Ijr as, f rum the beginning, he had passed orer the 
business of the Court entirely to his Diniuty, 
Stoughton — it is not difficult to snppnw; haul pre- 
vented his mind being much, if at all, turned to- 
wards it We may, theitrfore, con^iilcr that the 
witchcraft prosecutions Wi*/e whiilly umW the 
control of Stoughton and those who, having given 
him power, wouid naturally have influence over his 
eierdse of it. 

Calling^ in^p^ioo the legality of the Court, 
Hutchinson expresses a deep sense of the irregu- 
larity of its i>roceedings; although, as he says, 
'* the most important Court to the life of the suh- 
** ject which ever was held in the Province,** it 
meets his unqualified censure, in many points. 
In reference to the instance of the Jury^s bringing 
in a verdict of ** Not guilty,^ in the case of Re- 
becca Nurse, and being induced, by the dit«tis- 
faction of the Court, to go out again, and bring 
her in ** Guilty,^ he condemns the pnicedure. 
Speaking of a wife or husliand being allowed to 
accuse one the other, he breaks out : ** I shudder 
'* while I am relating it;^ and giving the results at 
the last trial, he says : ** This Court of Oyer and 
'* Terminer, happy for the country, sat no more.** 
Its proceedings were arl>itrarv. harshi and ra^h^ 
The ordinarv forms pr^ :!!!!!!!!! a nd faii7i««8 were 
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{proceedings were summary r and SEccution fol- 
owed close u|)on conviction. While it was Oe- 
ttroying the fives of men and women, of res|>ect- 
able position in the community, of unlilemi^hei: 
and eminent ChrisitiaD standing, heads of fami- 
lies, aged men and veneral»le matrons, all tlie or- 
dinary securities of society, outside of the tribu- 
nal, were swept away. In the a1>scnce of Sir 
William Phips, the Chief -justice at«olutcly 
absorlxd into his own iienMin the whole 
Government His rulings swayed the Court, in 
which he acted the part of prosecutor of the Pris- 
oners, and overbore tlie Jury. He sat in judg- 
ment upon the sentences of his own C<iurt ; and 
baud and refused. a|>|4ications and supplications 
for paidon or re|)ricve. Tlie tliree grand divis- 
ions of all constitutional or well-ordered Govern- 
ments were, for the time, obliterated in M:i.«s i- 
chusetts. In the absence of Phips, the Execu- 
tive functions were exercised by Stoufj^hton. 
While presiding over the Council, he also held a 
seat as an elected onlinary member, thus partic- 
ipating in, as well as directing, its proceedings, 
sharing, as a leader, in legislation, acting on 
Committeea, and framing laws. As Chief-jus- 
tice, he was the head of the Judicial defiartment 
He was Commander in-chief of the military and 
naval forces and forts within the Province prop- 
er. All administrative, legislative, judicial, and 



military powers were eoaeeotrated in hb 
and wiclfled bj hia luukL No mora shanefftf 
tyranny or shocking dcspoCim was ever endared 
in America, than, in **the dark and awfsl 
** day,** as it was called, while the Special Com- 
mission of Oyer and Temhier was scatttring de- 
struction, ruin, U rror, misery and death, over the 
conntry. It is a disgnir« to that gi*nerati«m, that 
it was so long soffered ; and, instead of trying to 
invent excn«!«, it become s all subsequent genera- 
ti<ms to feel — as was deeply felt by enlifflirened 
and candid men, as soon as the storm had blown 
over and a protrtrate peo|ile again st^iod erect^ in 
possession of their senses — that all ought by hum- 
ble and heart-fdt prayer, to implore the divine 
forgiveness, as one of the Judges, fully as mis- 
guided It the time as the rest, did, to the end 
of hia dayn. 

As all the official dignities of the Province 
were comlMoed in Stoughton, he seems hardly to 
have known in what capacity be was acting, as 
different occasions arose. He signed the Death- 
warrant of Bridget Bishop, witlumt giving him- 
self any distinctive title, with his liare name 
and his private seal. It is easy to imagine how 
this lodging of tlie whole power of the State 
in one man, destroyed all safeguards and doaed 
every dfior of refuge. When the express messen- 
ger of the poor y«Hmg wife of John Willard, or 
Uie hen>ic daughter of Elizalieth How, or the 
agents of the peo|>le of the village, of all classes, 
combined in supplicatlcn in behalf of Rebecca 
Nurse, rushing to Boston to lay |ietitions for |iar- 
don l^efore the Governor, upon being admitted 
to his presence, found themselves confronted by 
the st;m countenance of the same iierson, who, 
as Chief-justice, bad dosed hb ears to merey 
and frowned tlie Jury into Ccmviction; tbdr 
liearts sunk within tliem, and all realized that 
even ho|ie had taken fiight from the land. 

Such was the p(»litical and public administra- 
tion of the Province of Massachusetts, during 
the Summer of 1092, under which the Witchcraft 
prosecutions were carried on. It was conducted | 
by men wb'«m the Mathers had l>rought into of- I 
fice. and who were wholly in their counsels. If 
there b. I re|ieat, an instance in history where 
particular persons are responsible for the doings 
of a Government, this is one. I condude these 
general views of the influence of Increase sod < 
Cotton Mather upon the ideas of the |X!ople and 
the o|)cra*.ions of the Government, eventuating in 
the Witchcraft tragedy, by restating a proposi- 
tion, which, under alt Uie drcumHtances, cannot, 
I think, lie dbputcd, that if th^ had been really 
and eame:itly opposed to the p*«)ceedings, at any 
stage, they coulo and would have stopped them. 

I now turn to a more sfiedfic consideratifm of 
the subject of Cotton Matlier*8 connection with the 
Witchcraft ddnskm of IMl 
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OOTTON 1CATHKB*8 OOHlTBCTIOlf WITH THE COURT. 
SPECTRAL BTIDRMCB. LETTER TO JOmi RICH- 
ARDS. ADVICE OF THE 1IIKI8TEIM. 

I am charged with having misrepresented the 
part Cotton Mather, in particular, l)oie in this 
paasage of oar hist4>ry. As nearly the whole 
oommanity had been deluded at the time, and 
there was a general ctmcurrence in aiding obliv- 

\ ion to cover it, it is difficult to l)ring it back, in 
all its parts, within the realm of aljsolute knowl- 
edge. Records — municipal, ecclesiastical, judic- 
ial, and provincial — were willingly suffered to 
perish ; and silence, by general consent, pervaded 
correspondence and convcreation. Notices of it 
are brief, even in the most private Diaries. It 
would' have been well, perha|is, if the memory 
of that day could have bcA^n utterly extinguished ; 
but it has not. . On the contrary, as, in all man- 
ner of false and incorrect representations, it has 
gone into the literature of the country and the 
world and become mixed with tlie permanent 
iileas of mankind, it is right and necessary to 
prtrsent the whole transaction, so far as possible, 
m the light of truths Ever}* right-minded man 
must rejoice to have wrong, done to the reputa- 
tion of the dead or living, repaired ; and I can 
truly say that no one would rejoice more.-thanr 
I fdiould, if the view presented of Cotton Moth- 
er, in the North Am/irican Beview, of April, 1869, 
could lie ehown to tie correct. In this spirit, I 

* proceed to present the evidence that belongs to 

^ thejioestioQ. 

\ (jhe belief of the existence of a |)er8onal Devil' 

' was then all but universally entertained. So was 
the beliBf of ghosts, api>aritions, and spectres. 
There was no more reluctance to think or speak 
of them tlian of what we call natural o)>jects 
and phenomena. _Great power was ascril)^ to 

> the.JiiesiI over terrestri 
/ the i)re¥a! 

I upon human 



han 
be- 
laud that, 
worlT any 

amount of mischief »/ While this opinion prevail- 
ed, the testimony m a witness, that he had seen 
the spectre of a particular ix^rson affiicting him- 
self or any one elsie, was regarded as proof 
positive that the |)erson, t]^}^ sf^^ ndiv rei>r esent- 
ed, waaJP IcAgue with the D f"\_*ffi '" lit*''*'' 
" I'hl^ Idealiad been aban- 

doned by some writers, who held that the Devil 
could make use of the spectre of an innocfent 
person, to do mischief ; ana that, therefore, it was 
not positive or conclusive proof that any one waa 
a Witdi because ^s spectre had been seen tor- 
menting others. wThe logical conclusion, from 
the views of these later writers, was that spectnd 




evidence, as it was called, bearing agafaHt mm 
accused party, was wholly anrdiam and Biaift 
be thown out, entirely, in all etmmr ^ 

The Reviewer says the *' Clergy of New Eng- 
"land^ adopted the views of the writen jaift 
alluded to, and held that f pectral evidence was 
onrelialile and unsafe, and ought to be otterlv 
rejected ; and particulariy raaintaina that siidi 
was the opinion of Cotton MatheiT It is tmt 
that they |>n»f«fsscd to have great regard for thoaei 
writers ; but it b also true, that neither 
nor the otiier Ministers in 1692, adopted the 
dusitm which the Reviewer allows to be inevi 
bly demanded by sound reas<m and common 
namely, that **no spectral evidence roost be 
** mitted.*^ On the contrary, they did ao 
the *' admission*' of spectra] evidcaoce. This 
pro|x>se to prove ; and if I succeed in doing it^ 
the whole fabric of the article in the N&rtk A 
lean lUtiewJaiU to the ground. 

It is necessary, at thb point, to say a word •■ 
to the Hf'ttier Bipert. They were pnblidiad by 
a Committee of the MasMushnsetts Historical So- 
ciety, hi J868. My work was puMished in 1867. 
The Reviewer, and certain journals that have eom-* 
mitted themselves to his support, diarge me witii 
great iif*gligence in not having oonsnlted those 
pa|)ersy not then in print, .Upon inqntiy, while 
'making my researches, I was infonned, by those 
having them in hand preparatory to their gicmig 
to press, that they contamed fiothing at all essen- 
tial to my work ; and the information waa cor- 
rect Ui>on examining the prmted volanM^ I 
cannot find a single item that would, raqotre an 
alteration, addit^n, or omission to be made is 
my work. But they are <}oife serviceable in ttie 
discussion ta which the artide in the North Amm^ 
iean Reviett compels me. 

To return to the issue framed by the Reriewcr. 
He makes a certain absolute assertion, repeats it 
in various forms, and confidently assumes it^ all 
the way through, as in these passages : '* i^onch- 
*' ton admitted spectral evidence; Mather, in nis( 
** writings on the subject, denounced it, m iUe- 1 
** gal, uncharitable, and cmeL** '* He ever tegti-| 
*'flcd against it, both publidy and privately; \ 
** and, particularly in his Letter to the Jodgci, 
'* he bi*i«onght them that they would by no means 
** admit it; and when a oonmderable assembly 
* * of Ministers gave in their Adftiu abcHit the niat- 
*' ter, iie not only concurred with the advice, bnt 
*' he drew it up.*" *' The Adviett was very sp9- 
** cific in excluding spectral testimony.'* 

He relies, in the first place, and I maj aqr 
chiefly, in maintaining thia position — ramdy. 
tliat Mather denounced the aimiuion of spectnu 
testimony and demanded its ase^vsiMi — upon a 
sentence in a letter from Cotton Mather to JoIm 
Richarda, called by the Reviewer •• his Letter to 
•* the Judges,** among the jr«asr A^MTS, p. ML 



Hotdiimoii Informs at that Riduirdt oune into 
the oonotry id low circQinstMice«, bat became an 
opulent merchant, in Boston. He was a member 
of Katbcr's Church, and one of the Special Cuurt 
to trj the witcb<«. Its Sefwion was to commence 
in the first week, prohal Jy on TharscUy, the second 
day of June. Tlie letter, dated on Tuesday , the 
thirtT-first^oOUy, is addressed to John Ridi - 



a tone; and commences with a stnmg expres- 
sion of TCffret that quite a severe indisposition 
will prevent liis accompanying him to the trials. 
** Excuse me,'* lie says, ** from waiting upon you, 
** with the utmost of my little skill and care, to 
' * assist the noble service, whereto you are called 
**of Qcd this week, the service of encountering 
** the wicked spirits in the high places of our air, 
**and of detecting and confounding of their 
** confederates.^ Ue hopes, before the Court 
'* gets far into the mysterious affair/" to be able 
to "attend the desires*^ of Richards, which, to 
him, ** always are commands.'* He writes the 
letter, ** for the strengthening of your honorable 
** hands in that work of Ood whereto, (I thank 
**him) he hath so well fitted you.^ After some 
other complimentary language, and assurances 
that Gkid's ** people have been fasting and pray- 
'* ing before him for yourdirection,** he proceeds 
to ur^ upon him his favorite Swedish case, 
wh«em the ** endeavours of the Judges to dis- 
** cover and extirpate the authors of tliat execra- 
" ble witchcraft,'* were ** immediately followed 
'* with a remarkalile smile of Ood.'' Then comes 
the paragraph, which the Reviewer defiantly 
cites, to prove that Cotton Mather agreed with 
him, in the opinion that spectre evidence ought 
not to be*' admitted." 

Before quoting the paragraph, I desire the 
reader to note the manner in which the affair in 
Sweden is brought to the attention of Richards, 
in the clauses just cited, in connection with what 
I have said in this article, page 16. Cotton ^latli- 

"" «r was.. in possession cf a T)ook on this subject. 
**It comes tA speak English," he sa^'s, ** by the 
'* acote |>en of the^ excellent and renowned Dr. 
** Homeck." Who so likely as Mutlier to have 
brought the ease to the notice of Pliips, pp. 14. 
It was urged upon Richards at alxiut the same 
time that it was upon Pliips ; and as an argument 
in favor of ** extirpating " witches, by the action 
^ a Court of Oyer and Terminer. 

/V^The paragraph is as follows : ** And yet I most 
**most humblr beg you that in the management 
"of the affair in your must worthy hands, you ! 
*' do not lay more stress upon pure S|>ectre tcsti* 
*' mony than it will hear. When you are satis- 
** fied, mod have good plain legal evidence, that 
** the Domcms which molent our |>oor neighbore 
** do indeed represent such and such |jeople to 
' the sufPerert , though this be a presumption, yet 
I ioppoae joa will not reckon It a conviction 






" that the people to leprctentedare wltchea to 
*M)e immedUitelj exterminated^ It ii very oei^ 
*' tain that the Devils have sometimes rtpreaented 
** the Sha|)es of peraoos not only Innocent, Imt 
** alM) very virtuous. Though I lielieve that the 
** just God then ordinarily provides a way for the 
** speedy vindicatlcm of the peraons thus abused. 
** Moreover, I do suspect that persons, who 
** have too much indulged themselves in nuUig- 
** nant, envious, malidoiiB elmUitioos of thdr 
*' souls, may unhappily expose themsdves to the 
** judgment of being r epr ese n ted by Devils, of 
**whom they never haa any vision, and with 
** whom they hare, nsach less, written any cove- 
** nant I would say this; If upon the bare sup- 
** |)osa2 of a poor creature being represented by a 
** spectre, too great a progress be made by the 
** authority in ruining a poor neighbor so repre- 
** sented, it may be that a door may be thereby 
*' o|)ened for the Devils to obtain from the Courts 
*' in the invisible world a license to proceed unto 
'* most hideous desolations upon the repute end 
" repose of such as have yet been kept from the 
** great transgression. If mankind have thus far 
" once onsented unto the credit of dialx>lica] rep- 
** rcscntations, the door is opened ! Perha|)s tliere 
** are wise and good men, that may be ready to 
** style him that shall advance this caution, a 
** Witch advocate, Imt in the winding up, this 
** ciiution will certainly he wislied for." 

This passage, strikingly illustrative, as it is, of 
Mather's characteristic style of ap|jearing, to a 
cursory, careless reader, to say one thing, when 
he is really aiming to enforce another, while It 
has deceived the Reviewer, and led him to his 
quixotic attempt to revolutionize history, cannot 
be so misunderstood Inr a critical interpreter. 

In it« general drift. It appeara. at first n^t, to 
disparage spectral evidence. The question Is : 
Does it forbid, denounce, or dissuade, its intro- 
duction ? By no means. It supposes and allowsv] 
its introduction, but says, lap not more strese \ 
upon it than it will hear. Further, it aflSrms thal^ 
it may afford ** presumption " of guilt, though 
not sufficient for convicti<Ni, and removes objec- 
ti<m to its introducdon, by holding out the idea 
that, if admitted by the Court and it liears 
against innocent persons, ** the just God, then, 
** ordinarily provides a way for their speedy vin* 
** dication." It is plain that the paragraph re- 
fers, not to the adminum of '* diabolical repre- 
**sentations," but to the moaner in which they 
are to lie received, in the '* man igement " of the 
trials, as will more fully appear, as we proceed. 

The suggestion, to reconcile Richards to the use 
of s|)ectral evidence, that something would " or- 
**dinarily" providentially turn up to rescue in- 
nocent persons, against whom It was Iwme, waa 
altogether delusive. It waa an opinion of the 
day, that one of the moat signal marks of the 
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DefiTb deteoil witt paw, woald be te 
tkiD, to hb Mrriee, of penoDt of the BM 
cbmctav ercn, if poMible, of the Terjr dect; 
sad, bcnop, •» amount of rirtoe or boliaew of 
Hfe or eooTemtioii, ouiild tie urged m defenoe of 
flBj one. The records of the world present no 
mofvooMpiciioiit inHtsiiouof Cliriftiaa and Mmt- 
like ezorllcDoe than were ezbiliited I17 Rebecca 
Narae and Elizalieth How ; Imt spectral tertioioDj 
waa allowed to destroy them. Indeed, it was 
hnpoasilile for a Coort to pat any restrictiorrfi on 
this kind of eridence, if once receired. ^ If the 
accosing girla exclaimed — all of tbcm ctmmr- 
ring, at the moment, in tbe«tcclaration and in its 
detaOs — that they taw, at that very ins!ant, in 
the Coart-room, before Judges and Jory, the spec- 
tre of the Prisoner ashling one of tlieir nnmlier, 
and that one showing ngns of soffering^what 
could be done to rSbat their testimony K The 
character of the accused was of no avaiL An 
mlibi could not touch the case. £Tbe distance 
from the Prisoner to the party professing to be 
tormented, was of no account. The whole |iro- 
ceeding was cm the assumption that, howerrr re- 
mote the body of the Prisoner, his or her spectre 
was committing tlie assaul^ No limitation of 
s|)acc or time could be imposed on tho spectral 
precen^^lQi^ '*Oood, plain, (egal eridence** was 
out of the <|uestion, where the Judges assumed, 
as llathcr did, that '* the molesUtions** then suf- 
fered by the peofile (»f the neighborhood, arere 
the work of Demons, and fully believed that the 
tortures and cooTulsicms of the accusers, liefore 
their eyes, were, as alleged, caused by the spec- 
tres of the accused. 

To cut the matter sliurt . Tlie considerations 
Mather presents of the " iDConTeniencf*,*' as he 
calb it, of thes|)ectnil testimony, it might be sup- 
posed, would have led him to «t)unsel — nut as he 
did, against making ** too great a progress ^ in 
its use — but its aband«>nment altogether. Why 
did he not, as the Reviewer says ought alwsys 
have been done, protest utterly against its admis- 
sion at all ? The truth is, that neither in this let- 
ter, nor in any way, at any time, did he eviT rec- 
ommend caution against its use, but in its use. 

It may lie asked, what did lis mean by ** not 
** laying more stress u|K)n S|)ectre testimony than 
** it will Ijear,** and the general strain of the |Mir- 
agraphf A solution of this last question may be 
reached as we continue the scrutiny of his Ian- 

ago and actions. 

In this same letter, Mather says : * * I l<N>k upon 
** wounds that have l>eeii given unto spectres,' 
** and received by witches, as intimations, broad 
** enough, in concurrence with other thinj^, to 
'* bring out the guilty. Though I am not fond 

of assaying to give such wounds, yet, the proof 
** [«/] such, when given, carries with it what is 
**Tii7pa!pable.'' 




fins aDodea to a partiailar. fam af 
evidenecL One of the ^'afflicted 
would trattfy that she saw aad fdt the wpmtn af 
the accused, tormenting her, andstnKk ai H. A 
eorrespoodiag wound or brniae waa fcNBid on ttie 
body, or a rent in the garment^ of iSkt aeensed. 
Matbtr commended thia species of cridenee, writ- 
ing to one of the Judges, on Uie eve of the trials 
He not only coromenda, but nigca it at cwichi 
sive of guilt Referring to what coostitaled tttt 
bulk of the evidence of the a c cus i ng girla, 
which was wholl v spectral in ita 




timt tliey were ^'hurt** by an 
chsr^<« Richards, if he finda anch *' hnt** to be 
inflicted by the persona accused, ** Hold the■^ for 
** you have catdied a witdi.** He reooouMndi 
putting the Prisoners upon repeating the ** LoiA 
** prayer** or eertain ^ other Systona of CMa- 
^tianity." He endorsee the evidenee derived 
from ** poppitB,'*^wltdi-marka,'* and even the 
^ water ordeaL**^[e advised a Judge, j«t pio> 
ceeding to sit in cases of life and de^h, to 
use of ** cross and swift questions,** aa the 
of bringing the accused ** into oonf uion, Kkrij 
^ to lead them into confession.**^ 

Whoever examines, carefully, thia letiertoRSdh 
ards, cannot, I think, but conclude that, Inatead 
of exonerating Mather, it fixes upon him te re- 
sponsibility iw the worst featuica of the Witch- 
craft Triala. 

Tlie next document on whidi tiie Reviewer le- 
lies is the Return of ths Minigten wmtulUi Ay 
Ais ExoeUeneif and tks konorahU OtmmeU^ vvan 
the jn-etent Witckeraft in Salem VUUge. It is 
neci'ssary to give it entire, aa f c^ws : 

[**I. Tlie nfflicted state of our iioorndgfaboma, 
"that are now suffering by molestatom from 
**the invisible worid, we apprehend ao deplore- 
" ble, that we think thdr condition calla for te 
** utmost help of all persons in their seversl ca- 
*' pacities. 

** n. We cannot but, with all tliankfnlncn, 
**acknowled^ the success which the mercifiil 
'* God has given to the sedulcm^ and asstduoos 
' * endeavours of our honorable mien, to defeat the 
** aljominuble witdicrafts which have been com- 
** mitted in the country, humbly praying, that 
" the discovery of those mystaious and miadiiev- 
" ous wickednesses msy be perfected.] 

**III. We judge tlist, in the prosecntloB of 
*' those and all sudi witchcrafta, there la need of 
'* a very critical and exquisite caution^ lest by 
*' too mudi credulity for things received only 
**npon the DeviFs authority, there be a door 
**o|)ened for a long train of miserable eonse- 
** quencea, and S^tan get an advantage over ua; 
** for we should not be ignorant of his devieea. 

*'IVL As in complaints open witcbcraHi 
'* there^V be matten of enquiry whlc^ do not 
** amount upto matters ofprstompikm, and th«f 
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may be nuitten of prenimplioo whidi ji.-t maj 
'* Bol be reckoned niatten of cunviclion, to it m 
" neoeseary, that all prooectliDgt therealxNit Ins 
'* managed with an exceeding tendenie» towards 
** those that may lie complained of, es|)crially if 
** they hare lieen iienons formerly of an unUero- 
** bbed reputation. 

'* V. When the first inqairy is made into the 
'* circumstances of such as may lie under any just 
** suspicion of witchcrafts, we could wiAh that 
** there may be admitted as little as possible of 
** auch noi^e, company, and o|>cnnos9, as may 
** too hastily expose tliem that arc examined ; and 
** that there may nothing be used as a tost for 
"the trial of the sus|>ected, the lawfulneM 
"whereof may Iw doubted among the pe«)ple of 
**God; but that the direction* given by such 
'* jndidous writers as Perkins and Bernard may 
" be consulted in such a case. 

*' VI. Presumptions wliereu|M>n persons may 
**be committed, and, much more, ctmvictions 
" whereupon persons may be condemned as gnil- 
'* ty of witclicrafts, ought certainly to be more 
"considerable than liarely the accusfKl {lersoiis 
'* being represented by a s'l^ectre unto the afflict- 
** ed ; [inasmuch as it is an undouUed and a no- 
" torious thing, that a Demon may, by God's {yer- 
** mission, appear, even to ill pur|x>scs, in the 
** shape of an innocent, yea, and a virtuous man.] 
'* Nor can we esteem alterations made in tlic suf- 
** fererR, by a look or touc'i of the accused, to l)e 
" an infallible evidence of guilt, but frequently 
"liable to l>e abused l»y the Devirs legerdemain. 

" VII. We know not whether stMuc remarka- 
" iile aflfront given the Devil, by our disl»elieving 
"of those testim.mies, whose wliolc force and 
"strength is from him alon**, may n«it put a |>e 
"riod unto the pn>gre^sof the drcjtdful cilam- 
**lty liegnn Uix>n us, in the accustation of m> 
" many |>er.sonK, when*of some, we ho|ie, are yet 
** clear from tlie great tnmsi^reAsion laid to tlu'ir 
" charge. 

[*• Vin. Nevertheless, we canmit but hnmbly 
'* recommend unto the Government, thcs|>eMlyand 
** vigorous pntsecutioiis of Furh as have rendered 
** themselves oltnoxiims. according to the direc- 
" tions given in the laws of God, and the whole- 
**{»ome Statutes of the Enirlish nation, for the 
'•detection of Witchcrafts."] 

I have enclosed the.ifrst. Meeftmlnnii eighth Sec- 
tions, and a imrt of the SLrth, in brackets for purr 
|XMes that will appear, in a sultneqiiifnt part of this 
discnssi«m. Tlie Afhics tfflhe Hfinit^t^M was writ- 
ten by Cotton Mather. As in his letter to Rich- 
ards, he di>es not cantion ngnintt the use, but in 
the use, of sfiectral evidence. Not a word is said 
denouncing its introduction or advising its en- 
tire rejecti<m. We look in vain for a line or a 
qrllable disapproving the trial and execution Just 
bad, resting aa they did, entirely upon spec^iml 



evideoee; oo the eootraiy, fBbt mt&mi SedkNi 
applauds what had been doae ; and prmyt thet 
tlie work entered npoo may be perfected. The 
fimt clauses in Xhitftfurik Section sanction its ad- 
mi^sion. as affording ground of ** |ir«Mim|)lloa,** 
altlnaigh ** it may not lie matter of oonvictioq.** 
The •ittk Section, while it appears to convey the 
idea that spectral evidence alone ought not to be 
regarded as sufficient, contains, at the same time, 
a form of expressicm, that not only requires Its 
receirtion, Init places its claims on the highest 
fMisiiible grounds. 'v4 Dsmon m/iff, hjf God's 
* * PEKMisttiOK, appear, ntn to ill purpoMi^ in tkt 
' * thapt ffan inwteent, fjfea, and a tirtuous nuMj^ 
It U suflieiently shocking to think that anything, 
to ill pMrpopei^ ran be done by Divine permis- 
fiitm- Imt horrible, indeed, to intimate that the 
Devil can have that permission to malign and 
murder an innocent perstm. If the spectre a|>- 
liears by GocVs permission, the effect produced 
has his sanctioi# The blasphemous supposition 
that God i^ermits the Devil thus to bw false 
witness ^o the destruction of the righteous, over- 
turns sll tlie sentiments and instincts of our moral 
and religious naturej In using tlib language, 
the Ministers did not li»ve a rational apfwehen* 
sion of what they were saying, which is the only 
apology for much of the Uieologioal phraaeobigy 
of tliat day. This phrase, " God*s permission,^ 
had quite a currency at the time ; and if it did 
not rec«>nci1e the mind, sulidued it t<i wondering 
and reverent silence. It will be seen that Mathtf, 
on <itlier occasions, re|)eated this idea, in various 
and siHnetimes stronger temi& The third, fiflK 
seventh, and last clauses of the fourth Sections, 
contain phrases which will become intelligible, 
as we advance in the examination of Mather^s 
writings, relating to the subject of witchcraft. 

Here it may, again, be safely said, that if In- • 
crease and Cotton Mather had really, as the Re- / 
viewer affirms, been opposed to the admistum of 
S|)ectral tf!i>timony, this was the time fur them to 
have said so. If. at this crisis, they had " de- 
** n«mnced it, as illegal, uncharitable and cruel,** 
no more bl«Mid would have been slied. If the 
Admte had even recommended, in the most 
nHKlerate terms, its absolute excluuon from every 
stage of the proceedings, they wtmld have oome 
to an eml. But It assumes its introduction, snd 
only sngge(4s **dis]}elief ** of it. In avoiding to 
act upon it, in " some ** instances. 

Hutdiinson states the conclusion of tlie matter, 
after quoting the whole document . * * The Judges 
*■*■ seem to have inud more regard to the last ar- 
" tide of this RHvm^ than t«> several which pre- 
** cede it ; for tlie pnwecnticms were carried cm 
*' with all iMWsible vigor, and witliout that ex- 
" quisite caution which is prop<ised.** — Hi&torp, 
il54. 

The AdtiM was skttfally— it Is notmidur- 
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{table to My^-artfully drmwD opi It has deeriT- 
ed the Reviever into his ttatcnitiit thatitwae 
** Tery spocific in exdnding apectiml teetiaMm.*' 
A careless reader, or one wboae qres are Uiaaed 
by a partisan purpose, may not see its real ioqieffl 
llic paper is so worded as to mislead penwnis not 
oonTersant wiU^ the ideas and pbrweolofgr of 
that period. ^uut it was considered by '11 the 
Judges, and the |)eople in genftal, folly to en- 
dorse the proceedings in the trial of Bridget Bieb- 
op, and to advise their speedy and Tigoruof> con- 
tinnance. It was Bi>ectra1 testimooy that over- 
whelmed her. It was the fatal element tliat 
wrought the ctmvictiou of every iierson pot on 
trial, from first to last Jas was fnlly proved, five 
montlis afterwards, wliln Sir William Phipa, mi- 
der circarostances I shall describe, bravdy and 
perempturily forbid, as the Ministers failed to do, 
the '* trying, ^ or even '* committing, ** id any 
one, on the evidence of ** the afBkted per- 
** sons,*^ which was wholly spectrsl. When thna, 
by his orders, it was utterly thrown oat, the life 
of the prosecutions became, at onoe^ extinct; and, 
aa Slather says, the accused were dcaied as 
fast as they were tried. — MagnmUoy Book II, 
pi«e64. 

Tlie snggestion that caution was to be used m 
handling this siK-cies of evidence, and that it 
was to be received as affording groimds of ** pre- 
'* sunitition,?* to be corroborated or reinforced 
by otiier evidence, practical!}* was of no avail. 
If received, at all, in any stage, or under Mny 
name, it necessarily controlled eveiy case.. No 
amount of evidence, of oth«T kinds, could eom- 
terlialance or stand against it : nothing was need- 
ed to give it full and fatal effect. It struck 
Court, Jury, and people, na}*, even the Prisoners 
themselves, in many instances, with awe. It dis- 
])en8ed, as lias been mentioned, with the iireaence 
of the accused, on the s|Mit, where and when the 
crime was alleged to have been committed, or 
witliin miles or hundreds of miles of it. No 
reputation for virtue or piety conld lie pleaded 
against it. The doctrine which Cotton Mather 
proclaimed, on another ciccasion, that tlie Devil 
might a|»|)eair as an Angel of Liglit, completed the 
demolition of the secuiities of innocence. Tliere 
was no difficulty in getting '* other testimony ^ 
to give it effect. In the tlien state of the pnUk 
mind, indiscriminately crediting every tale of 
slander and credulity, IcHiking at every thing 
througli tlie refracting and magnifying atuios- 
pliere of the blindest and wildnit passions., it 
was easy to collect mafcrialH to add to tlie spec- 
tral evidence, thereby, acc<HtIing to the doctrine 
of the MiniHters, to raise the ** pm>nmption, * to 
tlie *' convictiiin ** of guilt. Even our Reviewer 
finds evidence to '* substantiate^ that, given 
against George Burroughs, renting on sfiectrea, in 
hb feata of strength, in tome BMlignaDt nei^ 



borhood 8candala» and in 
pariab or perMmal tnimoaltiet. 

vn. 



AOYICS OP THE MIXIfll'KJIfl, PUBTHBR OOmiDBMBk 
OGTTOX 1IATIIEB*8 FLAH FOR BKAUKO WRK 
STBCnUL TESTDfOIIT. 

The Ad9ie$ nf tls litnigtert k a doc o meat 
that holds a |>rominent place in our public his- 
tory ; and its relation to events needs to be ehMi- 
dated. 

In his Life of Sir WUHam Fhif^t, Cotton Math- 
er lias this iMiragraph : " And 8lr William Phlpa 
"arriving to his Government, after this ensnaring 
*' horrible storm was begun, did oonsolt the 
'* nei^liboring Ministeis of the Province, who 
** made unto hia Excellency and the Coimcil, n 
*' Return (drawn up, at their desire, by Mr. Math- 
* ' er, the younger, as I have lieen inf ormcd)where- 
*'ni they dedared.**— JTa^aaita, Book U, page 
fiS. 

He tiien gives, without intimating that any aa- 
sentialor substantial ]iart of the declaration^ or ^ 
Adtiee, was withheld, the Sections not Inclnded 
in bradEets.— Ft^«^ pages 21, 28, ante. 

It is to be observed that Phipe Is represented 
aa having asked the ^linisters for their advlo% Mid 
their answer as having 1)een made to his ** Excel- 
'* lenpy and the Council.** There is no mention 
of this' transaction in tlie Records of the CoonciL 
Phi|)s makes no reference to it in his letter of the 
fourteenth of October, which is remarkable, aa 
it would have been to his purpose, in explaining 
the grounds of his procedure, in organizing, 
and putting into o|)eration, the judicial tribunal 
at Salem. It may lie Cfmduded, from all that I 
shall preK*nt. — Sir William, having given over 
tlie whole buMnen to his Deputy and Chicf-}na> 
tice, ^ith an undei standing that he was author-' 
izedto manage it. in all particularB,—that this trana- 
ac^fin with the Ministers mav never have been 
lirought to the notice of the Governor at all : his 
offidal character and title were. perha|)s, referred 
to, as a matter of form. The Coundl, as inch, 
had nothing to do vith it ; but the De|nity-gov- 
emor and certain individual roemben of the 
Council, that is, those who, with him, i«8 Chief- 
justice, constituted the Special Court, asked and 
reodved the Advice* 

Ajtain : the paragraph, as constructed by Math- 
er, juist quoted, certainly leaves the imprenloB 
on a reader, that Phips applied for the Adtiee 
»f tks inttittere, at or soon after his arrifal. Tlie 
evidence, I think, is conclusive, that the Adtim 
was not askid, until after the fint Session of the 
Court had been held . This is inferrible from the 
answer of the Ministers, which is dated thirteen 
days after the.firet trial, and fire days after te 
executiGn of a sentence then passed. It fStndm 



to the fiM0M» wUdi bad beoi glTco to the pitw- 
ecntiom. If the GorernmeDt bad aiked ooDQtd 
of the MhiWteri before the trialt ooinroenced, it 
is Inezplicahle and incredible, besidca being in- 
ezcQsable, that the MiuisterB iliould have deiayecl 
their reply until after the ilret act of the an-ful 
tragedy had passed, and blood liegnn to be shed. 
Hatchinson expressly sa^'s: '*Tlie farther trials i 
** vere put off to the adjoamment, tlie thirtieth 
*' of June. The Ooremor and Council thooj^ht 
'* proper, tin tke mean titHe, to talce the 0|>inion 
" of sereral of the princiiNd Ministers, aptm the 
"state of things, as they then stood. This was 
•• an old Charter practice.**— /T/sfory, ii, 59. 

It has been regarded* as a singular circum- 
stance, that after such pains had been tNlcen, 
and so great a stretch of power practised, to 
pat a Cmirt so suddenly in operation to try per- 
sons accused of witchcraft, on the pretence, 
too, recorded in the Journal of the. Council, of 
the ** thronged ** condition of the Jails, at that 
** hot season,*^ and afler trying one person only, 
it should hare adjourned for four weeks. Per- 
haps, by a collation of pass iges and dates, we 
may reach a probable explanation. In his let- 
ter to ^the Ministers m and near Boston,** 
written in January, 1696, af^er considering 
briefly, and in forcible language, the fearful er- 
rors from which the Delusion of 1602 had risen, 
and solemnly reminding them of what they 
ought to have done to lead their people out of 
such errors, Cakf brim s their failure to do it 
home to them, in these pungent words : '* If, 
** instead of this, you have, 84»me by word and 
^ writing propagated, an I other* reroniinended, 
**such doctrines, and ai>ette<l the false notions 
** which -ire so prevalent in this apostate age, it 
** is high time to consider it. If, when autlior- 
** ity found themselves almost nonphist in such 
** prosecution^ and sent to you for your advice 
*' wliMt they ought to do, and vou have then 
** thanked them for what they haci already done 
** (and thereby encouraged them to proceed in 
^ those very by-paths already fallen into) it so 
** much the more ne irlv concerns vou. EMet^ 
•' xxxiii, 2 to 8."— Cai^, 92. 

Looking at thin passagCi in connection with 
that quoted Just liefore from Hutchinson, we 
gather that something had occurred that ^ non- 
** plust *^ the Court — some serious eniliarrassment, 
that led to its sudden adjournment — after the 
condemnation of Bridget Bi»liop, while many 
otiier cases had been fully prepared for trial l»y 
the then Attorney-general, Newton, and the 
parties to be tried had, the dav before, been 
brought to Salem from the jail in Boston, and 
were ready to be put to the Bar. What was the 
difficultv t The following may Im the solution. 

Bratde informs us, and he was able to speak 
with eonfidcDoe, that *«]Iajor N. Baltonstall, 



** Esq., who was OM of tho Jidgea, baa left th« 
** Court, and is very Bach dissatislled with tho 
** proceedings of :t** — MmmrndkuttitM Bt9Un€a l 

The questions arise; Whea aad why did be 
leave the Court t The Records of the Council 
show that he was constant in his attendance at 
that Boartl, his name always appearing at. the 
head of the roll of those present, until the six- 
teenth of June, from which date it does not ap- 
p ar again until the middle of Febrnary, 16M. 
TlMf L^islature, in the exercise of its powers, 
under tlie Charter, had, near the close of 1692, 
established a regular Superior Court, consistinir 
of Stoughton, Danforth--^who had disapproved 
of the proceedings of the Special Court— Rich- 
ards, Wait Winthrop, and Sewall. It cooUnued, 
in January, 1608, witchcraft trials ; but spectral 
evidence lieing wholly njected, the prosecutions 
all broke down ; and Stoughton, in consequence, 
left the Court in disgust. After all had been 
abandoned, and his own course, thereby, vindi- 
cated. Major Saltonstall re-appeared at the 
Council Board ; and was re-elected by the next 
House of Representatives. His conduct, there- 
fore, was very marked and significant. In the 
only way in which he, a country member, cqpld 
express his convictions, as tliere were no such 
facilities, in the press mr otherwise, for public 
discussions, as we now have, he made them em- 
phatically known ; and is worthy of the credit 
of being the only pubiic man of his day who 
had tlie sense or courase to condemn the pro- 
ceedings, at the start. He was a person of amia- 
ble and genial deportment ; and, from the County 
Couit files, in which his action, as a Magistrate, 
IS exliibit4-d in several cases, it is evident that 
he was methodical and careful in official busi- 
ness, but susceptible of strong impressions and 
convictions, and had, on a previous oocadon, 
manifested an utter want of confidence in cer- 
tain parties, who, it became apparent at the first 
Session of the Court, were to figure largely in 
liearing spectral testimony, in most of the cases. 
He had no faith in those persona, and was thus, 
we may suppose, led to discredit, wholly, that 
species of testimony. 

From his attendance at the Council Board, 
up to the sixteenth of June, the day when the 
Advice of ths Mini§ter§ was pn>bably rec^ved, 
it may be assumed that he attended also, to that 
time, the sittings of the Court ; and that when / 
he withdrew from the former, he did also f om ' 
the latter. Th • date indicates that his action, 
in withdrawing, was determined by the import 
of tlie Adtie$. 

If a gentleman of his po.-ition and family, a 
grandson of an original Patentee, Sir Richard 
Saltonstall. and sitting as a Judge at the flnt 
trialf had tlie indepcndago and manly ^iilt lo 



(iprrM, without naerra, bla dlMpfwobatioa of 
the procecdingi, the rxpradcM of Clilcf I* ex- 
plained ; and tlus Crain felt th>- oliMack Hut 
vrta in tbdr *■;. Hrncc the imMcdiale ad- 
journ men t, uid tbe remrt to lOBie exInoitlimTj 
expedient. In rerrnTc it 

Tliii amy mcniani for the wpcil to the Xhi- 
iHlera. Great inlerctt mart hire heca Mt in 
tlunr reply. \>y nil ogniinnt nt the nndpectcd 
diAcultj tbn't k>d iiecurred. The docnmoit 
«■< edmiialilT ailapted to tlirow dwt into tbe 
ejee nt tliow irho bad eiprenaed donliti and 
niicftiviD^ ; Imt it did not decriTc SaltoDctall. 
I Ht Mw tlial it wnuld lie rrganled h; the other 
Jiid);a, and (lie ])ulilic in general, aa aa en- 
cnungenieDt In cimtinne tlie triiU; and that, 
nnder tbe phniaeology of vlint had tlie Bdpect 
nf camion, juctiflciitinn wooM lie found lor the 
introduction, to an extent that wnald coDtml 
(be trials, nf aiMvlril eridence. The day alttr 
iti date, be lelt bia aeat at the Council Board, 
willidrevr tmm tbe Court, and waebed hb bands 
of tlie nliole matter. 

Tbe courae of erenta deuion'4rale« Ifaal the 
Adriet Wat interpreted, bj all concerned, aa 
applauding wlint liad been done at the flnt 
trial, and eameetly orbing that tin work, thoa 
began, ahouldbv apeedilv and TigiiroiHlj pitiae- 
cnled. Upon tbe MiDislem, Ibenfore, n-sta Ibc 
atigma fur ali tliat followed. 

There may hire been, at lliat lime, 
waa Dot lung aftiTHard, siiuh: difference of 
opinion among the Uinisten; and the paper 
inajr bare hail tlie ehanictL-r of a eonipromiae — 
always dHnj^ernin and rieinna, liringnuF aonae 
or all partiec into a fiilse piiaitioB. SaWNel 
Willnnl may bave Iiel<I, tbeo. Ilie opinion . x- 
[>rca!<ed \a a )>HDipbte' aacri)a-d to him, pnli- 
lisbed. prolinlily, towardii the cltwe nf the triak, 
tbal apeclral CTiilence ouglit only to he alloiccd 
where it iHire upon penoni of liad repntatioo. 
The/uurM Btction cuncilialed hia aMenI to tbe 
docuniml. Tbia might hare liren tbe riew of 
Incrvaie Malher, who, aRer tbe Iriala liy tbe 
S|>ecia] Court were over, indicalnl an opinion, 
that time fur further iH igent " search " oogbt 
to bave <>ccnal]oired, lieri>re [Hucxeding lo''lbc 
'' execution of tbe nioet cajiilal nlfeiidcn ; " asd 
ilerlared tlie very excellent aentiuirBt, that " il 
" l>ecnniea tbose of hi> pnifeniun to lie vcrr 
"tender in Ibe shedding of lilond." Theex'- 
uresnou*, -* excce ling tendemeM," i» tht/murlk 
Section, and " tlie flnt inquiry," in thc.iffU— Ibc 
latter conveying tbe idea of repeated InvcMiga- 
tinoi vitb intemlaof lime — were wril adapted 
to gain bia sapport of tba whole inatraaaent. 
ir tbey were le I to concur in the vUeiv, hr 
•ach inducements, tbey wen auoa undncdieti. 
-VBhleBdabednputatlm" wa« 



It may be proper, at ibia point, l« b^ab* 



/ourlA. Sections, tt U difllenlt, wriliitgM Oet- 
lun Miitber often did, and had gmt aklll ia 
iloing, in what Calef calls " tbe anUdazlM** 
sttle. in attrertain hit ideas. After Iba wactja* 
liad t aken I'ffMt in Ibe palilic mind,*- d be wm 
put upon the defensive, lie bad moA t« aay 
atiniu some difference hetwees bin and tM 
Judg¥«. It cicariy bad nothing to do with tb« 
"ndniissifin ** of spectral etidenee; forlhatwaa 
tbe |xiiiit • a whicli tlie opinion of the KnlalefB 
nai asked, and on which he volnntarllr mf- 
fered rtmarka In his lelterto mm of the Jndgai, 
Richards. Jf Iw had been oppoaed totta "ad- 
"niia-ion." nothing wonld bare bacB eadir, 
siiftr, or more demanded by tba tnith and bia 
own honor, than for him to have said so. ti- 
ilred. Ills writinga every when sbow that he was 
aloiosi a Dn<(rfmmaii,oothesali}ectolsp«etiM; 

I an<l. in ■nine way or tbnn, <1eemed their nt 
(lEDce intiispeDsibte and reliaii'e. He, erident- 
ly, lind some favorite plan or scheme, aa to tba 
nielhod in ubicb tliat kind of evidence waa t* 
he handled; and it wastiecaoiie he could Mttgat 
it raFrii-d into elTect, and lin- tbls reaaon ahwe, 
so fur US tie can discover, that be distppmad 
uf tbe meihudi actually pursued hy tbe Coavt. 
He never dif losed bia plan, but alinink ftoM 
explaining it at length, *' as too Icarian and 
" prcEuniprnonB " a task for him to andcrtakc. 
Let ui H-t' il «e can glean his Ideas ftom Ua 

Icallattentiini, in thi fin4 place, lutbefullaw- 
ingi clauw, in bit letter tn Hidiaida: **If. ^va 
"tlie ban- tupiHval uf a puiir ctealitrc**' Injag 
" reprcsenlid liyaajKvtm, ton great a pruiptaB 
" be made by the antbiirity. in raining a poi* ' 
'^neighUir to rriinsniied. It may be 1^ a 
"dour may la: tberebv (i)>eD«] for. the llavlb 
•■t.i villain fruni the Cuarta, hi the laeWUe 
'' niirld. a llrensc to |>n««ed tmlo moat Udnias 
" di's-iluliiins u|ii>n t)ie ie|Hilu and rejiuM fif ancb 
"lu have Icen kept from the great traMpn- 

I'TuiigTral a pnignHi'' couvcyatlw sngjtraliia 
tliHt, II1IOI1 the intrnlurlion ut spectral evidtwce, 
dicre shiiuld Iw a delay in tbe iiruocedings tH the 
Ciiiiit.. fi-rHioe iiilttnieiliBte steps to la: taken, 
befiirc g"mg on iritli tbe trial. 

We enllitr iitlier inlimatiiaia, tu this effcri, 
rnim ullifr tampit, aa toIli>i»; "N»w, in sur 
" vixiling ii( ilw mi*erBl4r, 1 was always «f thv 
''opinion, tliiit we wen- i)caurant ul what iwww 
*> tlie Dt'vil) might havr, lu do tbHr miaddefc in . 
"the Fba|H* (if Mwie that had never h«a «• 
"plidtl/ engaged In diahulical BUpfidwMJWt 



** tnd that therpfora. thongli BMnjr wildicrafli 
** hud lieeti fairly detectt^d on enqairifs provoked 
**aiid hegno Kjr^HMtjral exhibitioiw, yet we 
'* oould iHil easily lie tciu Jealous (»f tlie mares 
** laid fur OS in the devioHs of SaUn Tliv world 
** knoa's h«»w many |m;^*s I hare roni|Mii(od and 
*' l>al>lisbed. and ]Mirticol:ir ^mtleinen in t1ieO«>T- 
'* emment know liow many Ii'ttcrs I have written, 
** t<» liferent the exom^ive criKlit <if t>|>ectral accn- 
**sationj»; whcreftire 1 liave fttill changed tlieaf- 
^'ilicted that they ithould cry out of nolMNly for 
**afHi(!tinff tlieni; huttliitt, if tliin mi^ht lie any 
**ailvanta;r<*, tliey nii;;l)t privntely tell their 
** minda t4i mime one iicrson of discretion enough 
** t4i make n<i ill n^ of tlieir communications ; 
** accordingly thtre has lie*^ \h\n effect <if it, that 
** the name of no one gmxl iierson in the a'orld 
*' ever' came under any Meinish hy means of an 
** afBi<rted |ier8on that fell under my |mrticular 
** co<^)zance ; yea, n«i one man, woman, or child 
*' ever came into any tniulilo, for the sake of any 
** that were afflicted, after I had once lie;{un to 
'*l<iok after them. How often hare I had this 
^' thrown into my dish. ' that m:my years a^i I 
** *hnd an op|Mirtunity to hare Imin^ht f<irtli Mich 
'* 'people as hare, in the late storm of witchcraft, 
'**heen complained of, but that I smothered it 
'* ' alP ; and after that storm was raised at Sulem, 
** I did myself offer to provide meat, drink, and 
** hidging f<ir no \fm than six of tlie afflicted. 
'* that so an ex|>erimeiit mis^ht lie ii*ade. wh thtr 
** firayer, with fiiKtin;;, UfMrn the removal «if the 
''dij^trcfrteil. miielit not |>nt a pi'riod to the tMulv 
** le then risintr, witliout girins; the civil aurhori- 
••ty the tMuMe of pnwecuting lh«He tiiin;^, 
** which nothing but a e<inscipniioii» rei>;)ud unto 
"the cries of mi)*erable f imiltes c«»u1d have over- 
** come the rebitrtancies of tlu* Ixaiorable Judtres 
*' to meddle with. In sliort, I do humbly but 
** freely afflrm it, tliere is mit a man liTin^ in this 
** world wIn> Iihs lieen more desirous, than the 
" |HMir man I, to fiheUer my neighlmrs from the 
*Miiciinvenienc«« <»f s|iectra1 outcrit-s: yea. I am 
*• very j ^lous I have dime so mnrh tliit way, as 
'* to sin in what I have done; such liMVelieen the 
*' i*ot\ardioi* and fcarfulness wh<*re imto my re- 
*' gai-d to tlMt dixsati»f:ic.ioii of otlier }N*«ip1e Ims 
*' precipitjiti'fl nio, I know a man in tlnf world, 
** who has thon^fht lie has lieen able to convict 
* *s<ime such witclic«< as ought to die; but his re-: 
"spect nnt4» the i>ul»lir |>eaci* has caiW'd him 
'* rather to tr>- wlM*tlier he could not renow th«in 
• • b? re|iw*ntaiM«.** — CaUf', 1 1 . 

Tlic careful reader will o»tii« that **fcix of tlie 
•• afflictt-d." at Sdeni Villagi*, wiaild have includ- 
ed neari* the whole «:inrl«' «>f the accw«iiig girls 
tliere. If he liad been alloa-etl to t ike tlnmi mto 
bis exclu4re keeping, he w«Hild have had the 
wlitde thing in his own hamls. 

Id hit accouDt of ** the afflictiooa of Jtfargaret 
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Rale,** printed ht Gilef, fai bbbook, and froai 
which the fon^gutng eztracta have been made 
tpeaklng of the '*ei^t cnraed tiwctrea** with 
which )«be was aMaultcd, in the fall of 1998, 
Mather sa^-s : ** She was very careful of my reiter- 
** ated chai|(ft, to furhear hUaning tkeir f«aiNes, 
** lest any good |ienion sliould come to suffer any 
** blast of reputation, through the cnnning nial* 
** Ice of the great accuser; nevertheless, having 
** since privately luinied tliem to myself, I will 
** venture to say tliis of them, that they are a sort 
*'of wretches who, for tbe^e many years, have 
**goneonder as violent |maum|)tions of witch- 
** craft as, perhaps, any creataret yet living upon 
** earth ; although I am far from thinkbi|( that 
** the visions of this young wouinn were evMienoe 
** enough to prove them sa" — Cal^/^ 4. 

The following is from his Wondn't of the In- 
vible Wodd. 12.: **If once a witch do ingen- 
** iously confess among us, no more spectres do, 
** in thdr shapes, ufter this, trouble the vicinage; 
'*if any guilty creatures will accordingly, to to 
* ' giiod puriMise, confess tlieir crime to any Hin- 
.** ister of God, and get out of the snare of the 
** Devil, as no MinistiT will discover such a con 
** scientious confession, so, I lielieve, none in tlie 
** authority will preMbim to discover it, but re- 
** joice in a soul saved fnan death.** 

In his Life of Phipt, he says: **In fine, tlie 
** country was in a dreadful ferment, and wise 
** men foresaa' a long train of dismal and bloody 
''consequences. IIereu|Min they fir^i advised, 
** that the ajfttcted miglit lie ke|>t asunder, in the 
** cloe>est |>rivac3' ; and one particnlar person 
** (whom I have cause to know), in imrsuance of 
'* this advice, offered liimself singly to firovide 
** accommodations for any six of them, that so the 
** success of imirethan ordinaiy prayer, with fast- 
**ing, might, with iiatience, lie experienced, tie- 
" for<r any other courses wea* taken.** — Magnolia, 
B«iok II. |i. 02. 

Ilutchins n gives an extract from a letter, writ- 
ten by J«)lin AUyn, Secretary of Connecticut, dat- 
e<l, ** IIartfomd, March 18, 16U3.** to Increase 
Mather, as follows : '* As to what 3'ou meii- 
**tion. couceminf? that imkif creature in your 
** town that is afflicted, and uieiiticHM'd my name 
** to yourself end son, I return 3*on liearty thanks 
** for your intimation aliout it. and for your char- 
*' ity therein mentioned ; and I have great cause 
**to ble}« God, wlio, «if li!»i mercy hitlierto, hath 
'* n«>t left me to fall into i>ucli an horrid 9vil.** 
— 77/sforff, ii. 61, note. 

Further, it was on account of some |>articnlar 
plan, in ref( rence to the managemt^nt of this de- 
scrip* ion f^f evidence, I am inclined to think, 
that 1h* ft It tlie ini|M»rlaiKe of laing pnsent at 
the trials. For this reason, be laments the illness 
that prevented his accompanying Richards to the 
Coart, at its opening, on the second of June, to 



•• assist tbe DoMe senrice.** m he sajs» ** with the 
*' atmciet of mj little skill and care.** 

Tliit lanipmge shoirs dinclivifely, by the* wu}', 
the great influence he had, at that tim«, in directing 
the G<ivemm<«t, tmrticiilarly the Cunrt. He 
would nor Imve addraised one of tlie Judges, in 
rach temiK, had he not felt that his " f^kill and 
*'care** wonUl lie recognised and permitt"d tu 
tAlce effect. We may well lanufnt, with him, 
that lie could not hare Iteen prc^nt at the first 
triaL It would not, then, hare been left to con- 
jecture and scrutiny, to determine what his plan 
was; and an o|>en attempt, to bring the Court to 
adt>|>t it, might have given another turn to af- 
fairs. 

In his Dian*, on the twenty-ninth of April, is 
the following: '*Tliis day I obtained help of 
** Ood, that he would make use of me, aaof a .lohn, 
*' to lie a herald of the Lord^s Kingdom, now ap- 
•• proacliing.'' **My prayers did especially in 
** sist up<m the horrible enchantments and posses 
•* sions, broke forth in Salem Village, things of 
** a must prodigious as|)ect, a go<id iwue to those 
'things, and my own direction and protection 
* therealmuta, I did es|)ecial1y i)etition for.*^ 

Tiiedateof this entry is im|K)itant. On tlie 
cleTenth, nincti.'cnth, and twenty second of Apiil, 
impressive scenes had iM'cn exhibited at Salem 
Village. Some of the most omspicuous cases of 
the preliininaty eiaminatitms «)f |>ersons arrested, 
had « »cruiTed. The nec«*ssafy stc|)s were then Iteing 
tiiken to follow U!> those examimitions withapro- 
cedurethat would excite theconntry to the highest 
pitch. The ammgements, kept ocmoealcd at Sa- 
lem, and uiisii8|)ected by the public at large, 
were made and |)erfected in Boston. On the 
day after the date of the fon*going memorandum, 
a Magistrate in that place issued the pro|ier order 
for the arrei't of the Rev. George Burrouglis; and 
officers were started express to Maine for that 
purpose. This was ** the most prodigious aspect 
** of afFaiM*" at the time. All the circumstances 
must hav » lieen known by Mathi^r. Hence his 
earnest solicitude that pr'tceedings should becon- 
dncti'd under Im own **direi-ti<aiimd pn»tection.'' 
The use of these tenns. looks as if Slather con- 
templatcnl the preliminary examinations as to 
take ])1a<^ under his direction and managi»ment, 
and will l^e l»orne in mind, when we come to c<»n- 
sider the question f»f his baring lH«n, more or 
less;, pn*sent at them. 

nis|>osed to take the moat favorable and char- 
itable view of such passages as have now Iteen 
presented, I would gather from them that his 
mind may have ri*curred to his original and fa- 
vorite idea, that prayer and fasting were the 
pr«»pcr weft|)ons to wield against witchcraft : lait 
if they failed, then recourse was t«> lie had to the 
terrors of tlie law. He desired to have the af- 
and the aocmed placed under the treat- 



meat of some one perHNi, of diicretkMi 
make no ill use of their oonmnnieatieM, to 
**they might privately tell their miiida,** tad 
who, without *' noise, oomiianj and opcsMH,** 
CfHild keep, under his own eontrol, the dread se- 
crets of tlie former and exorcise the latter. He 
was ^-illing, and desirons, of occnpyhig thii po- 
sition himself, and of taking its reamoaiblli^. 
To signify this, he offerrd to provicle *' meat, 
'« drink and lodging ** for six of the alBicted 
children ; to keep them ** asunder. Hi the doaaat 
*'l>rivacy;** to be the recipient of their vlrione; 
and then to look after tlie accoaed, for the fmr- 
poee of imlndng them to confess and hnak 
loose from their league with Satan; to be ei- 
empt, except when he thought proper to do it, 
from giving testimony in Oonii, againat partiea 
accused : and to communicate with peraous, thus 
secretly complained of, as he and hit fattier af- 
terwards did with the Secretary of Onnoeeticnt, 
and taking, as in that case, if he saw Ht, a hare 
denial as suflScient. for ** sheltering** them, alto- 
gether, by keeping the accusation a profound se- 
cret in his own breast, as he acknowledgea he 
had done to a considerable extent — atoncedaim- 
ing and ccmfessing tliat lie had '* done ao much 
** that way, as to sin in what he had done.** 

In language that indicati-s a corrMpcaidcnee 
and familiarity of intercourse with |ieranaa. act- 
ing «m the 8]iot, at Salem Village, such aa author- 
i7.cd him t«> sixmh for them, he gives ua In under- 
stHud that tliey concurred with him in hia pro- 
posed method of treating the cases: ** There are 
** ver>' w«»rthy men, w1m». having l»een calh'd by 
**God. when ami where this witchcraft fint ap- 
•* p- ared ujxm the stage, to enccmnter it, are ear- 
** neatly desinais to have it sifte«l unto the Iwl- 
•*t«»m of it." ••Persons, thus disiMved, have 
**l»een men cmin<«nt f«»r wiMl<ini and virtue." 
•*They would gladly contrive and reoriTe an ex- 
"pedient, hotv the sheddhig of bl<Nid might be 
** spared, by the rec«»very «»f witcliea ih4 la^ond 
••the reach of paidon. And, after all, they fai- 
*' vite all good men, in terms t«i thb purinac." 
•' Being amazed at the nnmlier and quality of 
•* those accused, of late, we do n«»t know lart 8a- 
** tan by his wiles may have cnwni|it some inno- 
•*cent persons; and therefore shonid earnestly 
•*and humbly desire the most critical inquiry, 
*• upon tlie place, to find out the fallacy. "— ITsa- 
if^ra, 11. 

Indeed, Parris and his coadjutiav, at Salem 
Village, it* win an these passages nrfcT, had, with- 
out authority. l>een. all ahnig, exerrii*ing llie 
fimctions Mather di'sirwl t«» have liestoweil Uinai 
him, by aurhoiity. Tliey hsd kef it a rowtrolling 
aimmiinication with tlic*** afBi«-titl chlld«en ;" de- 
termined wIm» were to be cried «Hit pnl4kly 
against and wlien; retaikrd and rp|iffswd the 
caUingout, by name, of tbe Rev. Samuel WiUaid 
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and imiBj oUier penoiMi of ImiUi teics. of "qnal- 
itj«^ in Burton; and arraoged and managed 
HMttcn, gcnarally. 

The conjecture I have ventured tu uiake, as to 
Mather*s plan iif imicedorp, explainft, a» the reader 
will perrciTe. 1>y turniu;; liack to the MmSMter** Ad- 
fiW, [/^jfr§ 31, 32. ahte] much of thephrBseohigy 
of thwt curi<ios dorunu'iit. * * Very critical and ez- 
*' qnWiite caution,** in the third Section ; **that all 
** iimcetflingn tlien*alMi«t lie mana^i'd with an ex- 
*'ceedinj; temlernefr* towards th<«tc that may lie 
** citmplained of." in i]tefo^trtk; •* we Ci uld wUh 
''that there niHT lie admitted as little as poasi* 
** Me <if snch noiw*, coiuiinny and Ofiennesa, as 
** mav ^K) liMstily cxiMise them tliHt are ezamin- 
**cd,** in the ^fth; and tlic entire teteuth. 8ec- 

a • 

tion, ex|»ri!8s1y authorize the supi>n«ti >n, dis- 
regard, and dUheliff^ of 9'»me of tlie De^iKs 
aocu^atiotts, on the grounds of ex|)ediencT and 
public policy. 

leather's necessan* aWnct? from tlie (%>urt, at 
its first Session, prevented bis ** skill and care** 
heing availed of, or any attempt liein^r made to 
bring forward his plan. Tlie proceetlinuM, hav- 
ing thus commenced in an ordinary way, were 
nmtinned at the several adjoumnM*nts of the 
Omrt; and his expviiment was never made. 

The fallacy of liis id<9is and the imimictica- 
bility of his sc*lieme mu«tt, indeed, liavc In-come 
evident, at the firnt m«>inent it was bronght un- 
der consideration. Ini'Xiierienced and blinded, 
as tliev were, bv tluf dehwionsof tlie time and the 
excitemcntc of tlie srr'ne, anri uiaposed, as tliey 
mn^ Imvelieeii, by all cmisiderationK to comply 
with his wifditf)!. the Judges h:td kthm.* emiugii 
left to see thit it w«>uld never do to tnke the 
ciHiree he dtviredt Tlic trials c<»uld not. in that 
event, have g(*ne on at all. The y*:ry fir^ stefi 
would have lieen to abrojrate their oarn functions 
as a Court ; pan* the accusers and accused over to 
his liands* and adjourn to wait his rail. If the 
spectre evidence had lieen excluded from the 
** noise. c«mfusion and o|M'nne:« ** of the public 
Oairr-nNMH, tlien* wonld have l*een n<*thing left 
to go UfMm. If it had lieen adniittt'd. uiidei any 
conditiimt) or limitations merely t«>dTM'l(Nie aiat- 
tcr of ** pri'sum{iti«>n,*' a fatal 'lifflrnby would 
meet the flrst stefi of the enquiry. To the quas 
iu«, •* Who liurts yon ?" iw» annwer could l»e al- 
lowed t«» Ik* given; and the *• MihinUr^'^ u% whom 
tlie witnens had confidentially given the names 
c»f pers(»n« whose s|M*ctres had tormeiite«l her. sit- 
ting, perhaiv, in the Oourt-r<N»m at the time, would 
liave to C4tunt4*nance the- KU|>|NVfh(ion of the evi- 
deni«. and mit lie liable to Ik> called to the stand 
to divulge his knowledge. 

Tlie attem|>t to lea%*e tlie accuf*era and tlie ac- 
truaed to lie treated by the Mininter xelccted for 
the purpose, in secure priva<^« , w«Hild have dis- 
tolled tlieCoqit before it bad begun; aodif thia 



was what Mather meant when, afletwards, at ••▼ 
time, he endeavored to throw off the responsibir 
itj of the proceedings, by intimating that Ida 
pnilfered suggestions and services were disre- 
garded, hi* complaint was umis: unreasooalile. 
Tlie truth is, the proposal was wlnilly inadmissi- 
ble, and could not have been carried Into -efrert. 
Besides, it would have overthrown the wlwile 
s}*stem of organized society, and given to whom- 
soever the management of the cases had thus, f«ir 
the time, l>een relinquishad. a power too fearful 
to lie th«iught of, as lodged in one man, or in any 

firivate fierson. If he, or any other person, had 
leen sJlowed by the Court to assume such an of- 
fice, and had lieen known to hold, in secret custo- 
dy, the accusing parties, receiving their confiden- 
tial communications, to ati U|Min them as he saw 
fit — sheltering some fnim prosecution and return- 
ing others to be proceeded again»t by the Court, 
which would be eo'divalent to a conviction and 
execution — it would have inaugurated a reign of 
terror, such as had not even tlien been approach- 
ed, and which no c«»mmunity could liear. Every 
man and woman would have felt in the eztrem- 
est |)eiil, hanging U|Km the will of an irrespon- 
sible arbiter of life and death. 

Parris and his associates, acting witlioiit au- 
thority and in a limited sphere, luid tried this 
ex))eriment ; had spread alirnad, terror, havoc, and 
ruin; and incensed the surrouiding regitm 
with a madni'ss it took generations to allay. 

To have thought, for a moment, that it was 
desirable to be invested with such a power, **bv 
*Mhe authority,** shows how ignorant Cotton 
Matlier war. of human nature. However Inno- 
cent, upright, or iH'nevolent might be its exercise, 
he would have lieen assailed by animosities ojf 
the dee|N«t, and approaches of the basest, kind. 
A hatred and a sycophancy, such as no Priest. 
Po|)c or dcs|Kit before, had encountered, would 
have lieeh brought against him. He would have 
been a^iailed by the temptation, and as|)ersed liy 
the imputation, of ** Hu^h money,** from all 
quarters; and, ultimately, the whole country wrmid 
have risen against what wtmld have lioeu regard- 
ed as a universal levy of ** Dlack Mail.** Who- 
ever, at any time, in any country, should under- 
take such an office as this, would lie, in the end, 
the victim of tlie outraged sensiliilities and |ias- 
sioiis of humanity. How long could it be en 
durpfl, any where, if all men were liable to re- 
ceive, from one authorized and enabled to deter- 
mine their fate, sncli a missive as the Matliers 
addrefised to the Secretary of (Connecticut, and, 
at the liest, t<i lie lielnilden, as he felt himself to 
lie, to tlie ** charity** that might prevent their 
lieing ex|aiKed and prosi«ciited to the ruin of their 
repntatitm. if not to an ignominious death f 

Calef, alluding to Matlier*t pretensions to hav- 
ing been actuated by ** exceeding tcndemeat to- 
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'* wards peraons complained of,** expreisM Uie 
•entimeDU all would fe«l, in such a condition of 
dq)endence upon the ** charity ** of one, armed 
with sQch fatal power OTer them : ** These are 
*' some of the destmctire notions of this age; 
** and however the asserters of them seem some- 
**timefi to Taltie themselves much Ufxin shelter- 
** ing their neighlMirs from fi)>(*ctral acca»>ationa, 
** thej may deserve a« mnch tlianlcs as that Tyrant, 
** that having industriously obtained an unintcl- 
** ligible charge against his subjects, in matters 
** wherein it was imp<imib1e they sliould be guil- 
•• ty, having thereby their lives in his power, yet 
** suffers them of his mere grace to live, and 
** will be called gracious Lord ! ^ — Preface, 

The mere suspicion that some persons were 
behind the scene, exercising this power of point- 
ing out some for proseaitiun and sheltering some 
from trial or arrest, produced, as Phips says, ** a 
** strange ferment of dissatisfaction,** threatening 
ing to kindle **an inextinguishable flame.** Brat- 
tle complained of it bitterly : ** This occasions 
*•* much discourse and many hot words, and is a 
** very great scandal and stumbling block to many 
" good |>eople; certainly distributive justicesliould 
**liHve its course, without respect to persons; 
** and, although the said Mrs. Thatcher be moth- 
**er-in-law to Mr. Curwin, who is oneof the Jus- 
** tioes and Judges, yet, if justice and conscience 
** do oblige them to apprehend others on account 
** of the afflicted their complaints, I cannot see 
**how, without injustice and violence to con- 
"science, Mrs. Thatcher can escape, when it is 
" well known how much she is, and has b^en, 
** complained of.** — Letter dat^d October 8th, 
1692, in the Mdetftehuitette JThtorieal 8aeUty*e 
ColUctione^ I., v., 69. 

Hezekial Usher, an eminent citizen of Boston, 
was Arrested by Joseph Lynde, one of the Coun- 
cil, but suflfered to remain, " for above a fort- 
** night,'* in a private house, and afterwards to 
leave the Province. Bmttle * ' cannot but admire ** 
at this, and says: " Methinks tliat same justice, 
** that actually imprisoneit others, and refused 
** bail for them, on any terms, sliould not l>e sat- 
**isfied without actually imprisoning Mr. U., 
** and refusing bail for him, when his case is 
"known to be the very same with the case of 
"those others.** 

Bmttle was a friend of Usher, and believed 
him innocent, yet was indignant that such bare- 
faced partiality should be shown in judicial pro- 
ceedings. The establishment of a regular sys- 
tematized plan, committed to any individual, for 
sheltering some, while others would be handed 
back for punishment, would have been unendur- 
able. 

As it waa, Mather exposed himself to much 
odium, because it was understood that he wa» 
practising, on bia own responsibility and pri- 



vately, upon the plan lie wiabed fhe Jodgci to 
adont, as a principle and method of proomlni% 
in all the tnals. He says : " It may bc^ no mn' 
" living ever had more people, under pretematn- 
" ral and astonishing drcumstancea, cast by the 
"providence of God into hia more partiailar 
" care than I have had.** 

Of course, those perMms would be most obnoK- 
ions to ill-feeling in the community, who 



known, as he says of himself in the foresoinf 
sentence, to have most intimanr with, and infla- 
ence over, the accusers. For tbia reason, Cdttun 
Mather was the special objeet of resentment. No 
wonder that he sometimes bewaila, and sometlnias 
berates, the storm of angry passions mginf 
around. A very bitter f^ing pervaded the 
country, grounded on the eonnction that then 
was " a respect to persona, ** and a oonnivanee, in 
behalf of some, by those managing the alhdr. 
The public was shocked by having sodi peiaoni 
as the Rev. Samuel WiUard, Mrs. Hale of Ber- 
erly, and the Lady of the Governor, cried oat 
upon by the " afflicted children ; ** and the eom- 
motion was heightened by a crosa-cnrroit of in- 
dignant enquiries : " Why, as these pcnons am 
" accused, are they not arrested and impriaonedf* 

Matlier alludes, in frequent passages, to tUi 
angry state of feeling, as the following: "Uis 
" by our quarrel* that we spoil our prayers ; and 
" if our humble, zealous, and united prayen era 
"once hindered! Alas, the Philistines of HeU 
" have cut our locks for us ; they will then bUnd 
" us, mock us, ruin ns. In truth, I cannot allo- 
" gether blame it, if people are a little trana- 
" ported, when they conceive all the secnlar in- 
" terests of themselves and their families nt atekiB^ 
" and yet, at the sight of these heart-lmnungi, 
** I cannot forliear the exclamation of the s we e t- 
" spirited Austin, in his pacificatory qnstle to 
" Jerom, on the contest with Ruffin, ' O mieerm sC 
" * mieeranda etmditio!^^ — Weniere^ 11» 

There was another evil to whidi he ezpoeed 
himself by seeking to have such freqnenL pri- 
vate, and confidential intercourw wiUi the afificted 
accusers and confessing witclies, who prafOned 
to have so often seen, associated with, and lof- 
fered from, spectral images of the Devil*sQpB- 
federates ; which spectral shapes, as was bdieved, 
were, after all, the Devil himself. He canM 
under the isiputation of what, in Scrifitnre, Is 
pronounced one of the darkest of crimesi ne 
same charge was made to tell against Mr. Penrii^ 
helping effectually to remove him from tlw min- 
istry at Salem Village. LevUieue xx., 6. "And 
** the soul that tumeth after such as have fandllar 
"spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring 
" after them, I will set my face against that sou, 
" and will cut him off from among hia people.** 
1 Chnmidee, x, 18. "So Saul died for hii 
" traMgr o s sl on, whicb be committed against tiM 
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^Lofd, efcn agtimi the word of the Lord, 
** whkh be kepi Dot ; and also, for aftking oouoael 
** of one that had a familiar autrit, to inquire of 
** it, and Inquired not of tlie Lord, therefore he 
««tlcwhlin.^ 

Pur haTinit ao moch to do with pctmnm pro- 
fesaing to suffer from, and from other* cimfeM- 
ing to have committed, the sin of aritchciaft, 
Mather liecaune tlie oliject of a scathin}; rebuke 
in tlic ktter of Brattle, iu a imssage 1 tthnll quote, 
in nnother aonection. 

Sucli, then, ao far as I can gather, was Cotton 
Matlier'v |»hin for the nianagfUM-nt of witchcraft 
inventigatiooa; such itsiwpracticahillty; and such 
the dangemus and injurious consequences to him- 
self, of attem|)ting t«» pot it into practice. He 
never fully divulgi^ it ; hut, in the Adtiee of the 
Ministers and Taritius other writings, tmdeaTOfed 
to |Mve the way Uw it. All the ezpmsicNM, in 
tliat document and elsewhere, which have de- 
ceived tlie Reviewer and others into the notion 
tliat he was* opposed to tlie admission of spectre 
irvidence, at tlie triala. were used as arminienta to 
persuade ** authority ** n<»t to receive that species 
of evidence, in oikh Court, but to refer it to 
hin^ in the first instanoe, to be managed bv him 
with eiqulsite caution and discretion, and, there- 
by avoid inconveniences and promote goiid re- 
sults ; and when he could not subdue tlie diffi- 
culties of tlie case, to deliver liack tlie obdurate 
and unreyientant, to tlie Court, to be proceeded 
lu^ainst in tlie cmlinary course of law. With 
thts'view, hr*. baa much to say that indicates a 
tender regard to the firisonersw It is true that 
the arfaeme, if adopted, would have given him 
alis4ilnte |x>wer over the corainnnity, and, for this 
reason, may have had attraction. .But, I doubt 
ntit, that be ch^^^hed* it from benevolent feel- 
ings alsa He thought that he might, in that 
way, do great good. But it could not be carried 
into effect. It was seen, at once, by all men, who 
had any sense left, to lie utterly impracticable, 
and had to l>e aliandoned. Tliat lieing settled 
and disp(«cd of, he went into the prosecutions 
without misgivings, earnestly and vehemently 
sustaining tlie C^rt, in all things, spectre evi- 
dence included, aa remains to lie shown. 

vra. 

OOTTOM MATHER AICD aFBCTRAL EVIDEKCB. 

I shall contiooe to draw, at some length, upon 
Mather's writings, to which I ask the careful at- 
tention^of the leader. The subject to which they 
mostly relate, is of much interest, presenting 
views of a d^isB of topics, holding, for a long pe- 
ri«id, a mighty sway over the human mind. 

In his JJ/e &f Pftipt, vrritten in 1097, and 
constituting the oonduding part of the Second 
Book of the Magnalia^ he gives a general account 
of what had transpired, in the prdimiaaiy cx- 



amlnatioM at Salem, before the arrifal of Sr 
William, at Boston. In it, he spfceda out, with 
considerable fullnesa. what had lieen bronsbt be- 
fore the Magistrates, oooristing mainly of apee- 
tral testimony; and narratea the appearanoea and 
d«iings of s|iectrea assaulting the '* afflicted 
** children.^ n<it as mere mattef* alleged, butaa 
facta. It ia true that he appears as a narrator ; 
yet, in the manner and ten<jr of hie sta'emciit, 
he cann<»t Imt be conndered aa endorsing the 
spectral evidence. Speaking of the eiaminlng 
Magistratea, and saying that it ia '* now,*" that k. 
in 1097, ** generally thought they went out of 
**the way,** he ezpresses himself aa followa: 
''The afflicted people vehemently accused aer- 
** ersl penKms, in several places, that the apeetrm 
**wbidi afflicted them, did exactly resemble 
^Hkem; until the importunity of the aocusatlona 
** did provoke the Magistrates to examine them. 
'* When many of the accused came upon their 
** examination, it waa found, that tlie demooa, 
'* then a thousand ways abusing of the poor af- 
'*flicted people, had 'with a marvellous exact- 
** nesB represented them ; yea, it was found 
*'that many of the accused, but casting their 
*'eye upon the afflicted, the afflicted, though 
" their facea were never so much another way, 
*' would fall down and lie in a aort of a awoon, 
" wherein they would continue, whatever handa 
'* were laid upon them, until the handa of the 
''accused came to touch them, and then tbinr 
'* would revive immediately : and it was found, 
** that various kinds of natural actiona, done by 
" many of the accused in or to their own bodlei^ 
*' as leaning, bending, turning awry, or squeei- 
'*ing their hands, or the like, were presently 
"attended with the like things t>retematuff«Uy 
** done U|ion the bod*es of the afflicted, though 
**they were so far asunder, that the afflicted 
'* could not at all olwerve the accused.** — Mag- 
nalia^ Book II., p. 61. 

Indeed, throughout his account of the appear- 
ances and occurrences, at the examinatiooa before 
the committing Magistrates, it must be allowed 
that he exposed a decided bias, in hia own mind, 
toihe belief and reception of tlie spectral evi- 
dence. He commences that account in these 
words : " Some scores of people, first about Sa- 
'*lem, the centre and first-bom of all the towns 
" in the Colony, and afterwards in several other 
"places, weie arrested with many preternatural 
'* vexations u|K>n their liodiea, and a variety of 
"cruel torments, which were evidently inflicted 
'* from the demons of the invisible world. Tlie 
"people that were infected and inferted with 
"such I>en1on^ in a few daya time, arrived at 
"such a refining alteration upon their eyes, that 
"they could see their tormentors; they saw a 
" Devil of a little stature and of a tawny color, 
** attended atUl with spectrefe that appealed ia 



lAt.int WnCBCiKAFT AinO OOftNK ilA,' 



'* more human drcomiUnoet.^ — Bf(f4 SO. 

And he couclndes it as follows : f*' Fhishy peo- 
*' pie may burlesque these things, out when hun- 
**arecls of the most solier people in acountrj, 
" where they have as much mot her- wit certainly 
" as the rest of mankincU know them to be true, 
** iiothin*; but the iil>surd aiul froward spirit of 
** Srtdilnceeisni can question theniX I have not yet 
** mentioned so much us one thing, that will not 
** l>e jijstifie<l. if i( be required, by the oabs of 
**more considerate pers«ms, than any that can 
** ridicule tliese odd phenomena.** — Btf^e 61, 

Wlien lie comes to tlie conclusion of tlie affair, 
and mentions the general p;irdon of the convicted 
and accused, he says : ** there ' fell out several 
** strange things that cmscd the spirit of the 
*' country to run as vehemently upon the acquit* 
' ^ *'ting of all the accused, as it had, by mistake, 
** ran at first upon the condemning of them.^ 
**In fine, the last C<mrts that sate up<m this 
** thorny business, finding that it was impossible 
**to |>cnetnite into the whole meaning of the 
'* things that had hap|)enecl, and that so many 
. ** unsearchable cheats were intiTwoven into the 
** conclusion of a m\'sterious business, which 
** perhaps had not crept thereinto at the begin- 
*' ning of it, they cleared the accused as fast as 
*^they tried them/* But, even then, Mather 
could not wholly disengage his mind from the 
* * mistake/* ** More than twice twenty,** he says, 
in connection with the fact th^it the confessions 
had l)een receded from, '* had made such volun* 
** tary, and harmonious, and uiicontroUalile ctm- 
** fessions, that if they were all sham, there was 
** therein the greatest violation, made by the eflS- 
"cacyof the invisible world. n}>on the rules of 
''understinding human affain*, that was ever 
*' seen since Ood made man upon the earth/* 

In this same work he presents, in condensed 
shape, the views of the advocates and of the op- 
ponents of 8|>ectral testimony, Mrithout striking 
the balance l>ctween them or avowedly taking 
sides with either, »lthou:;h it may fairly be ob- 
served that the weight he puts into the scale of 
the former is quite preixniderating. From inci- 
dental expressions, too, it might l>e inferred that 
he was to be classed with the former, as he 
ascribes to them some " philosophical schemes,** 
in explanation of the phenomena of witchcraft, 
that look like his mition of the ** Plastic spirit of 
** the world.** Another incidental remark seems to 
point to Increase Mather, as to l>e classed with 
the latter, as follows : ** Though against some 
**of them that were tried, there came in so much 
"other evidence of their dia1>o1ical compacts, 
"thit some of the most judicious, and yet vehe- 
** ment, opposers of the notions then in vogue, 
" publicly declared, Had they tkemeelvee heem on 
" the Bentk, they could not have acquitted them; 
** nevertheleiB, diven were eondemced, mgmintt 



*' whom the diicf eridenoe was foonded la iSkt 
'* spectral exhibitioiM.** 

Increase Mather, in the Pogtscripl to hSa C—m 
of Coneeimee^ says : " I am glad that thtn is 
'' published to tlie World (by my Son) a BretmU 
^^ of the TryaUot some who were lately execntvdf 
'* whereby 1 hofie the thinking part of Mankiad 
** will lie satisfied, that there was mora than that .. 
'* which is called Spectre Evidence tor the Ooe- 
** viction of the Persona condemned. I waa not 
" my self present at any of the Tryala, ezeepthu[ 
"one, tig. tliat of Oeorge Burroughe; hadi 
** l>een one of his Judges, I could not faava ae- 
' * quitted him : For several Persons did npoB OeA 
'* testifie, that they saw him do such thlna aa no 
**)Ian.that has not a Devil to be hit ftniiliar 
" could perform.^ 

It is observable that Increase Mather doea not 
express or intimate, in this passage, any objae* 
tion to the introdncUon of spectra ertdaiee. 
When we come to consider Cotton Mather's Brt" 
viate of the trial of George Burroughs, we shall 
see how slight and inadequate was what Increase 
Mather comd have heard, at the Trial, to prove 
that Burroughs had exhibited strength which the 
Devil only could have suppliedt The most trivial % 
and impertinent matter was all that was needed, 1 
to be added to spectral testimony, to gire it fatal J 
effect. The value, by the way, of Increaae 
Blather* s averment, that '* mora than that which is 
*' called Sfiectre Evidence ** was adduced against 
the persons convicted, is somewhat impaired by 
the admission of Cotton 3Iather, just befora 
quoted, that ** divers wera oondenmed,** against 
whom it was the *' chief evidence.'' 

In stating the objection, by some, to the admi»> 
8i(m of spectral evidence, on the ground tliat the 
Devil mi^ht assume the shape of an innocent per- ^ 
son, and if that person was held answerable for 
the actions of that spectral appearanee, it would 
be in the power of the Devil to convict and de* 
stroy any nuinlier of innocent and righteous peo- 
ple, and thereby ** subvert Government and die- 
** band and ruin human society,** Cotton Mather 
gets over the difficulty thus : ** And yet God may 
** sometimes suffer such things to evene, that we/ 
** may know, thereby, how much r. e ara beholden 
'* to him, for that restraint which he lays npon 
**tlie infernal spirits, who would else redneea 
'* world into a chaos." 

This is a striking instance of the way in which 
words may be miule, not only to cover, hot toll 
transform, idea& A reverent form of lai^^naae 1 1 
ctmceals an irreverent conce|itioo. The'thoc^nt v 
is too shocking for plain utterance ; hot, draned 
in the garb of ingenious phraseology, it SMumoi 
an aspect that enables it to pass as a devont a^ 
knowledgment of a difine roystenr. The raal 
meaning, absurd as it is dreadful, to state or 
think. Is that the Heavenly F^Uher 
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■Hj.BolMevdj pcradt, bit win, the Btt «f te 
Devil to mialcMl trilMunb of jwtke to tlw ilwd- 
diagof tlw blood of the riglilcaMLtlMftlwM^. 
tbefvfaj ibow bow we are bebuldea to Wvm. tboi 
a like ontnge and destractiuo d«ict buC bappca 
tootalL He allow the Devil ly fabe t t^ m m 
mj, to bring about tbe perpetratica of tbe mnattt 
borrilile wnmg. It is a part of tbe *' Rectoial 
*' RigbtctHi!4irM of God," tint it dumltl l« ao. 



b^ oidj to 1^ •QgKf>tiona of oaotion. 



Wbat if tbe Cuoita do admit the tratioHinT of 
the Devil in tbe appeafmnre of a s|ircti«, and, on 
iift fftfvttxtb, omsigD to deatb tbe innocent f it 
btb willof Oud,thatitdiooldbeiio. Uttbat 
willbed««e. 

Bat bowcrer tbe sentiment deserves to be cbar^ 
acterked, it reinoT«« tbe imlj gnmnd npon wbkb, 
in tbat daj, spectral evidence was objected to— 
namd J, tbait it migbt endanger tbe innocent If 
socb was tbe will of God, tbe objectors were si- 



In oundwiing tbe examination of tbe qnestion 
wbetber Cotton Mather denouiced, or connte- 
nanced, tbe adminnciB of spectral testimoaj — ^fur 

ftbat is the iMve liefore ns— I feel confident tbnt 
it has lieen made a|iparent. tbat it was not in lef- 
erence to the a<fmiMMr« of socb testinKmy, tbat 
he objected to the '* principles that some of tbe 
** Judges bad es|Kmsed.*^ hut to tbe method in 
which it should lie kamdied and wugnnffi. I de-' 
nv, utterly, that it can lie shown that be opposed 

/ its admiiaihm. In none of his poMic writings 
did he ever firetend to tliis. Tlie utinoit npon 
whidi be ventured, driven to the defensive oa 
this very pctint, as he was during all the rest of 
hb da3*s, was to say that he was opposed to ita 
*" ezceMive uw.^ Once, indeed, in his private 
Diary, under tliat self-delusion which often led 
him to lie blind to the imptirt of his language, 
contradicting, in one part, whHt lie had said in 
another part of the «ame sentence, evidently, as 
I Itelieve, without any conscious and intentional 
violation «>f trntlu lie mHkei< this rtiitement : '* For 
'* my own part, I was always afraid of iiroceed- 
** ing to convict and condemn any |ierson, as a 
*' confederate with afflicting Demons, vpoo to 
** fedile an evidence as a spectral representation. 
*' Accordingly, I ever protested against it, both 
**pnbTic]y mid privately; and, in my letter to 
**tlie Judges, I particularly besought them tbat 
**they would, by no means, admit it; and 
'*when a consideralile assembly of Ministers 
** gave in their advice aliout that matter, I not 
** only concurred with them, but it was I who 
"drew it up." 

This shows how be indulged himself In forms 
of expression tbat misled tiim. His letter to 
'* the Judges^ means, I suppose, that written to 
Richards ; and he bad- so accustomed his mind 
to tbe attempt to make the Aivk$ of tbe Min> 
isint bear tbia eonstonctioii, as to deodva 



doca not say a woid» 

tbe **admi»ion** of 

it vms not doMgned, and was not is- 

dets l o od by any, at tbe time, to have tbat beaikM|, 

of oaotion, in tts 
Charity to bim requires «§ 
to receive bis declaration in the Diary sa snbjeel 
to tbe BMidifications be himself oonnecta with ll, 
and to mean no more than we find expressed in 
tbe letter to Richards and in tbe Aiwim. Bat, 
if be raslly bad deluded himself into tbe idea 
tbat be bad protested agahist tbe admUm^ik of 
spectral evidence, be bM not soooeeded, prob- 
ably, in ddnding any other persons than bis sea 
Semnrl, who rn^ated the language of tbe Diary, 



TW question, I finally re^ient, is as to tbe ad- 
miMien of tbat species of evidence, miM^ in a^y 
stage, in any form, to any extent Cuttoo Math- 
er neTeVy In any public writlns, ** denooneed tbe 
" admiision ^ of it never advised its absoliito 
cxclmion ; but, on the contrary recognised it as 
a groond of *' presumption.** IncrMse Mather 
stated tkit tbe *'Devirs accusations,** wUcb 
be eomidered spectral evidence really to be, 
** may be so far regarded as to cause an cnquiiy 
** into tbe truth of things.** These are tbe fads 
of history, and not to be moved from their 
fmindatioc in the public record of tbat day. 
There is no reason to doulit that all the Minis- 
ters, in the eariy stag^ of the delusion, ooncor- 
red In these views. All partook of the *«awe,** 
mentioned by Mather, which filled tbe minds 
of Juries, Judges, and the people, whenever 
this kind of testimony was introduced. No 
matter bow nor when, whether as ** presumption ** 
to build other evidence upon or as a cause for 
further ** enquiry,** nothing could stand against 
It Character, reason, common sense, were swept 
away. So long as it was suffered to come in, 
any bow, or to be credited at alL. the horrid 
fanaticism and its horrible consequences eontJa- 
ned. When it was wholly excluded, the rdgn of 
terror and of deatb ceased. 

IX. 

OOmni MATBEB Aim THB PBELDOXART EXAXQia- 

Tf05e. Joax mocTOB. gbobob BURaouoBi. 

'Tbe spectral evidence was admitted; and tbe 
examinations and trials went on. The question 
now arises, what was Cotton Mathef's attitade 
towards them f | The scrutiny as to the meaning 
of bis words is exhaunted ; and now we are to in- 
terpret his acticms. ^They speak louder and dear> 
er than words^ Let us, in tbe firrt plsoe, make 
tbe pniper distinction lietween the Examinationi, 
on tbe arrest of the prisonen and leading to 
Ibeur commitment, and the Trials. The flnl 

Israed on the twenfy-nlntb of 
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Kbnmrjt 1692 ; and the parties arreflted were i 
broaght before the MagistiBtes the next day. I 
Arresu and Examinations occurred, at short Inter- j 
▼als, doring three months, when the tirht trial wai 
had ; and tliey were continued, from time to time, i 
long after, while the Special Court was in o|>eni- i 
tioD. They were, in some respects, more impor- i 
tant than tlie Trials. Almt^t all the evidence, | 
finally adduced liefore the Jury, was tMkcn l>y the i 
examining 3Ia«^stnite8 ; and being tuot4ly in the ! 
form of carefully- written dqxwitions, it was simply 
reproduced, and sworn to, before the Court. ; 
Further, as no Counsel was allowed the Prisoners, j 
the Trials were quite summary affairs. Hutchinson '' 
sa^'s, DO diffiailty was exfjerienced ; and the re- 
sults were quickly reached, in every case but that 
of Rebecca Nurse. 

These two stages in the proceedings became 
confounded in tlie public apprehension, and have 
been borne down Uy tradition, indiscriminately, 
under the name of Trials. It was the succession, 
at brief intervals, through a loug period, of these 
Examinations, that wrou'iht the great excitement 
through the country ; which met Phi|)s on his ar- 
rival ; and which is s<i (sraphically described by 
Cotton Mather, as a "dreadful ferment.^ He 
says he was not present at any of the Trials Was 
he present at any of the Examinations ? The con- 
sideratir.ns that belong to the solution of this 
question are the follow ing : 

When the si>ecial interest he must have taken 
in them is brought to mind, from the turn of his 
prevalent thougbU and speculations, exhibited in 
all his writings, and from the propensity he ever 
manifested to put himself in a position to oliserve 
and study such things, it may be sup|)osed he 
would not have foregone op|>ortunities like those 
presented in the scenes l>efore the Masistrates. 
. While all other people. Ministers especially, were 
flocking to them, it is difficult to conclude that 
he held back. That he attended some of them 
is, perhape, to be inferred from tlie distinctive 
character of his language that he never attended 
a Trial. The description given, in his Life of 
Phipt^ of what was exhibited and declared by 
the '* afflicted children,^ at the Examinations, ex- 
hibits a minuteness and vividness, seeming to 
have come from an eye witness ; but there is not a 
particular word or syllable, I think, in tlie ac 
count, from which an inference, either way. can 
be drawn whether, or not, he was present at them, 
personally. This is oljservable, I re|ieat, inas- 
much as he was careful to say that he was not 
present at the Trial$. 

The Examinations, being of a cliaracter to ar- 
rest universal attention, and from the extraordin- 
ary nature of their incidents, as viewed by that 
ffeneratioD, having attractions, all but irresistible, 
tt is not surprising that, as incidentally appears, 
Magiatfatca and Ministen came to them, f nwn all 



quarters. Ko local occ uff c n ca^ in tlie hSsloiy of 
this country, ever awakened audi a decp^ aw«-in- 
spiring, and amazed interest It can liardljr b» 
doubted that be waa attracted to tbeos. Csn waj 
other inference be drawn from the passage at 
ready quoted, from his Diary, that be fell caUed* 
*' aa a herald of the LonTs Kingdom, now ap> 
** preaching,'' to give peiional attendance^ a 
** the horrible enchaatments and poascssioaa broke 
** forth at Salem Villager There wae a !i!g£.^B- 
oourse of Magistrates and Minittenk patticnlerij, 
on the twenty-fourth of March, whai 0eodal 
Lawaon preached hia famous Sennon, after the 
Ejcauiination of Rebecca Nurse ; on tkejeleveBdi 
of April, when the Governor and Connd} Iheei* 
selves conducted the Examination of Juhnftne* 
^r and others ; and, on the ninth of Ifajr, whcB 
Stoughton, from I>orchester, and Bewail, Irmi 
Boston, sat with the local Msgistrates, and the 
6ev^_0eorge3an9Ughs was brought before thi 
It is strange, indeed, )f Miather waa not pra»> 
ent, espedally on the last occasion; and it BMgr 
appear, as we advance, that it is almost doe to 
his reputation to suppose that he wae tbere^ aad 
thus became qualified and antboriied to peas the 
judgment he afterwarda did. 

Ix»cal tradition, of leas valoe, in eome respedi^ 
fcr reasons given in my book, in refcKnoe to tlila 
affair than most others, bnt still of modi weigltf^ 
has identified Cotton Mather with these soeneaL 
The family, of whidi John Proctor waa the bee^ 
has continued to this day in the oocopancj of liii 
lands. Always respectable in their social poit 
tion, they have perpetuated hia marked traite of 
intellect and character. They have been atroa|^ 
men, as tlie phrase is, in their day, of eadi gen- 
eration ; and have constantly chensbed in honor 
the memory of their noble progenitor, who bravi^ 
ly breasted, in defence of hia wife^ the fierce fni- 
aticism of his age, and fell a victim to tts Any 
and hia own manly fidelity and itktmUj, Th^ 
have preserved, as much as any famUjr, a knowl- 
edge of the great tragedy ; and it has been a tm- 
dition among them that Cotton Mather took an 
active part in the prosecution of Proctor. 
representative of the family, in onr day, a 
of vigorous facultiea, of liberal education, 
demical and legal, and much interested in antf- 
quarian and genealogical enquiries, John W. 
Proctor, presided at the Centennial Cdebration, 
in Danvers, on the fifteenth of Jnne^ 185S ; and in 
his Address, expressed, no doubt, a transmitted 
sentiment— although, as has genersUv been done^ 
confounding the Eixaminationa with tmrTriah in 
stating that Cotton blather rendered hhneelf con- 
spicuous in the proceedings against Us ancestor. 

Cotton Mather waa the leading champion of 
the Judges. In hii^JMaiy, he aaye : **Iaaw,.in 
'* moat of the Ifidgo, a most channh^g instance of I 
" pnidenoe and patience ; and I know the '*'--' * 
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plaij pimyer wad tmmiUk of «Md« w h tww i t b 
tbej Md tonglrt dM dUracdoB of Imatcb, abofv 
mu t other people ; wbom I gcDcrillj nw ca- 
•'gHiiii^ into a ligia^ '•l^^^ tTVWllI'"^ •'^ 
" onreasooable dispontioii, «• the diitmi im- 
•*deasecl dpnS Ikl For thb CAOse, tJUarfA / 

'** Juigm had etp^mnd^ jci I covld doI lint tpedi 
•« hoDonbljof their peraoMkOO all uocMRmt; aad* 
** mj oompMiioo opoo the light of their difficalt- 
•* iet» raiMd hj my jmime^f U 8mUm, the chief 
** eeet of those diaholieil TfiatWrnt, nuMcd Me 
** jet more to do to.** 

How, •■ he had not heeo pretest aft any of ^ 
Trials, eoald he hare givca thiseoaniaidatiQB o' 
the hearing of the Jnc&es, hased, as he saj% apoa 
what he had witnessed in risits to Salem f I can 
think of but one way in which hb f t a t ctnen t s can 
be reeuodled. FIts of the dsht Judges (Sal- 
tonstairs sest being vacant) Stoaghtun, Sew- 
all, Gedaej, Corwin and Hsthome, serersllj, at 
diiKereot times, sat as Magistrates, at the Eiaa- 
inations, which oocssions were aooonpanicd with 
▼ezationi and perplexities, eslling for pradence 
and patience, moch more than the Trials. It is 
due, therefore, to blather to sappose that he had 
frequented the ExaminatioBS, and, thosaeqnired 
a right to speak of the deportment of the Jodgca, 
•« upon the iif^ht of their difficnlties.'* 

Much of the cTideoce glTcn by the " afflicted 
'* children,** at the Examinations, can hardly be 
aoooanted for except as drawn from ideas sojr- 
gested by Matlier, on the spot, so as to reach 
thrir ears. ^ the testimony of Sosannah Shel- 
don, against Juhn Willard, on the ninth of May, 
: is the following singalar statraient : ** There ap- 
i '* peared to me a Shining White maa.^ She n»- 
} resents it as a good and friendly ai^d, or S|nnt, 
acoumpanied by another ** ang^ from Heaven,** 
; protecting her against the qpectre of Joha 11^- 

• Prefixed to the London Edition of the Cams 
#f ^asMCMC, printed in 1868, is a narfative; 
if Deodat Lawson, of some remsrfcable things lie 
fsw and heard, connected with the witdkraft 
transactions at &dem Vilhge. In it, b the fol- 
lowing statement : " The first of April, Jlercy 
'^Lewis saw in her fit, a white mui, and was 
'* with him in a glorioos place, which had no 
*'ttndles nor son, yet was fall of light and 
**briffhtneM; where was a great moltitnde in 
** white glittering robes ; and they snag the Soi^ 
•*in BeMlation^ t. ft, and the one hundred and 
** tenth PiBalm, and the one hundred and forty- 
ninth Plsalm ; and said with herself, ' How loo^ 
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befkrn they had aaoOv fit, which wa% 
fimes, a day, or day aadhaU; or men or 
-U hath fallen out aeoofdhiglF.*' 

In the case of Margaret Rule, in Boston, flm 
year after the SslemDduron, of which itknotln 
be questioned that Mather had the management, 
this same ** ITAite ** Spirit is made to fignm; and 
also, in auother instance. Mather alludes to the 
**clorious and signal ddircranoe of that poor 
'*damsd,** Mercy Short, six months beforiL In- 
"deed,** mys he, ** Margaret's case wm^ inter- 
"cial points, lem remarkable than Mercy's; and 
*' in some other things the entertainment did 
'UUttleTary.** Mar^^ret, Merer, and the -'af- 
**flicted children** at Salem Village, aU had 
their " White angel,** as thus stoted l^ Mather: 
•*Not only in the Swedish, but also in the 
** Salem Witchcraft, the enchanted people ham 
** talked much of a White Spirit fitaa whence 
^ they received marvellous assistances in their 
"* miseries. What Uteljr befell Mercy Short, 
** from the communications of such a Spirit, 
*'hath been the just wonder of us all; bnt 
'**by such a Spirit was Margaret Rule now 
** also visited. She saj« that she could never 
** see his face; but that she had a frequent view 
**of h*s bright, shining and glorious garments; 
** he stood by her bed-side, continually, hearten- 
" ing and comforting her, and counselling her 
** to maintain her faith and hope in Ood, and 
** never comply with the temptations of her ad- 
•"versaria.**— CWI./, 8,& 

This appearance of the " White and Shining,'* 
Spirit, (»r *' White Angel,**exercisingagoodand 
sneodly influence, was entire'y out of the line 
of ordinary spectral .manifestations; constituted 
a meciality in the cases mentioned ; and seemo 
to have originated in the same source. Let it, 
then, be considered that Cotton Malher*s fhvor- 
ite precedent, which was urged upon Sir Wil- . 
lism Pbips, vSi which Mather brought to the 
notice of Richards, ami was so fond of citing in 
his writings, had a ** White Angel.** In his ae- 
rount of the ^ most horrid outrage, committed 
in Sweedlsnd by Devils, by the hdp of 
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** es,** we find the followiDg:** Some of thechil- 
** dren talked much of a White Angel, which 
"^did use to forbid them, what the Devil had 
** bid them to do, and assure them that these 
** things would not last long; but that what 
** had been done was permittM for the wicked- 
** ness of t<ie people. This White Angel would 
^ sometimes rescue the children, from going ia 
** with the witches.**-- W&nder^ 5a 
Mr. Hale also notices'this feature of the Sft- 
^shall I sUy herer 'Let me be along with you V \ lem Trials— that the wilneases swoie to ** repie- 

'^sentations of heavenly beauty, wMte 



" She was loth to leave, the place ; and 
'that she could tarry no longer. ThisWhUemaa 
li^ba|aM3Ked.ievval times to aomeof them, 
M^Tl^ven them notice how long it shoold be 
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Mather brought the sf ory of this witchcraft " in 
" Sweedland,** before the public, in America; he 
bad the book that contained it; andwasaciire 
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in giTing it drciilmtioB. There can be Httle 
doubt that he was the channel thronffh which 
it ibund its way to the girls in the hamlet of 
Salem VilUge. He was, it is evident, intimate 
with Parris. How far the latter recelTed his 
ideas from him, is, oi yet^ unknown. Th it thej 
were inTolTed in the same responsibility is clear 
from the fact that Parris fell back uptm him for 
protection, and lelied upon him, as his cham-* 
pion, throughout hiscoutroTeisy with his people, 
occasioned by the witchcraft transactions. 

When these considerations are duW weighed, 
in connection with his language in the passage 
of his Diary, just quoted — ^ I saw a most charm- 
** ing instance of prudence and patience ** in the 
Judges: ^My compassion upon the sight of 
** their difliculties,'* ** raided by my journeys to 



** Salem, the chief seat of those diabolical rexa- ** he was an habitual visitor of the priaoo. 



such as be, in a mbiequeot paaagc, iBfbfBt 
Mr. Longfellow baa had acoesi ta Great 
my dis:ippointment, to find that the Rcriewer, 
notwithstanding his promise to let tie know tlM 
** other purpose ^ of Hiither'B Tisita to Baleoiy 
has not given us a single syllable of inftrmmti^m 
to that ^ect, but has endeavored to palm ofl^ 
upon the rt^ders of the North Amtriofm M^ 
tiew, a pure fiction of his own brain, a men 
conjecture, as baselesa aa it ia abeurd. He aa^ 
that Mather made his visits to Salem, aa taa 
** spiritual comforter** of John Proctor and 
John WiUard ! 

He further saya, in support of this itatemcnL 
** that Proctor and Wiilard had been conflnoa 
** several months in the Boston Jail, and thcin^ 
** doubtless, made Mr. Mather's acquaintance, as 



** tions^^ — ^it seems necess iry to infer, that his op- 

Eortunities of seeinff all this, on the occasions of 
is ** journeys to Salcm,^ must have been afford- 
ed by attending the Examinational held by 
the Magistrates who were also Judges; as it 
is established, by his own averment, that he 
never saw them on the Bench of the Court, 
at the Jury-trials. It is, therefore, rendered Crr- 
tain, by his own language and by all the facts 
belonging to the subject, that tlie purpose of his 
"journeys to Salem *' wa- to attend the Examina- 
tiona. We are, indeed, shut up to this conclu- 
•ion. 

The Examinations were going on from the 
first of March, far into the Summer of 1692. 
There is no intimation that either of the Math- 
ers uttered a syllable against the course pumued 
in them, before or after the middle of May, when 
the Government passed into their almost exclu- 
sive possession. All the way through, spectral 
evidence was admitted, without restraint or a 
symptom of misgiving, on th^ part; and, 
whether present or absent, they coiild not but 
bave known all that was going on. 

Cotton Mather*s *'j<mrney to Salem,'" must have 
been frequent If only made two or three times, 
he would have said so, as he speaks of them in 
an apologetic paseiage and when trying to rep- 
resent his agency to have been as little as the 
truth would allow. 

The Reviewer states that the journeys were 
made for another purpose. He states it posi- 
tively and absolutely. *^ He made visits to Sa- 
** lem, as we shall presently see, for quite anoth- 
** er purpose than that which has bc«n alleged.*^ 
This language surprised me, as it had wholly 
escaped my researches; an- 1 the surprise was 
accompanied with pleasure, for I supposed there 
must be some foundation for the aeclaratlnn. 
I looked eagerly for the* disclosure about to be 
made, in some document, now, for the first time, 
to be brought to light, fitNU ** original auurcci,'* 



This hardly accounts for 'journeys to Salem,** d»> 
ring tlutoe months. Saleui was not exactly ia 
Mr. Mather's way from his house in Boston to 
the Jail in Boston. 

As only a few days over fnnrmmitlii rlapand 
between Proctor's being put.into '''•Hmtl^ Jail - 
and his execution, deducting tba ** aevcral 
"« months'* Itfe^wni there, but little time va> 
mained, after his transfer to the Sakm Jail, te 
Mather's '* journeys to Salem,** for the pnipoit 
of administerin.; spiiitual couaolation to him. 
So far as making hia *' acquaintance,** while in 
Boston Jail is r^^arded, upon the same noond it 
might be affirmed that he. was the qpiiitnal nd> 
viser of the Prisoners generally; for moat of 
thofe, who suffered, were in Boston Jnil aa long 
as Proctor; and he visited them all alike. 

The Reviewer addncea not a particle of mw^ 
idence tt prove his absolute statement, nor even 
to countenance the idea; but,as iahiacnstom, bn 
transforms a conjecture into an estabiiabed fifect. 
On a bare surmise, he builds an argument, and 
trea s the whole, basis and auperstmctnre, aa 
History. To show, more particulariy, bow bn 
thus maleo HUtory, I must follow this matter mp 
a little lurther. Brattle, in hia Ateomd i^Vm 
Witehentft in ths Cim/Uy of Apssjt, itffif , has 
this paragraph, after stating that the pcnoiM 
executed *' went out of the worid, not onlv 
^with as great protestationa, bat also witn 
*' as ffreat shows, of innocency, aa tnen coold 
^dor ^They protested ttieir innoocBcy Min 
** the presence of the great God, whom forth- 
*^ with they were to appear before: thmr wiak- 
'* ed, and declared their wish, that their blood 
''might be the last innocent blood abed 
'« upon . that account. With great aifiKtiion, 
I ''they entreated Mr. C. M. to prmv witk 
**them: they prayed that God womd dl»> 
"cover what witchcrafta were among na: tlisf 
** forgave their accusers: they spake withont 
** reaction on Jury andJodgei^ te >»«<f<if 



** them ia goittj aiMl eondcimiiig tbcm: [tbcy 
** pnycd carneMlT for pArdon lor all ^iisr tint, 
** and for an interest in the predoos blood of 
''our deir Redeemer:! and teemed to be rery 
** sincere, Qpn^it«. and jcnslbk of their areom- 
** stan ces on all accounts; cqwdally Plroctor 
**and Wiiiard, whose whole management of 
" tbemselres, from the Jail to the Gallows, [and 
''whilst at the Gallows,] was Terr aiKecting 
'''and melting to the hearts of some considers- 
" ble spectators, whom I could menti<m to jon : 
"•^[but thcT are executed and so I leave 
'* them.] ^-^Jiamackuaett* Uidarkdl CoUeetiaiu, 
Lt.68. . 

The Reriewer cites this paragraph, omitting 
the clauses I hare placed within Itracketa. leilA- 
•vt anf indieaiiom of the mmiM$hm9. Thje first 
of the omitted clauses is a dying declaration of 
tlie innocence of the sufferns, as to the crime 
alleged. The second proTes that they " man- 
"aged themselTcs^ af er, as well as before, 
reaching the Gallows, and to their dying mo- 
ment — seeming to preclude the idea that their 
exercises of prayer and preparation were direct- 
ed or guided by any spiritual adviser. The 
last is an emphatic and natural expression of 
Brattle's feelings and judgment on the occasion. 
The Reviewer follows his citation, thus: 
" Hr. Brattle mentions no other person than Mr. 
" C. 3L as the ct)mforter and friend of the suf- 
•« ferers, especially Proctor and Willard." " In 
" the aliove statement we trace the character of 
" their spiritual counsellor.*^ '* We now see the 
"object of 3Ir. Mather's visits to Salem.'* 
" Would these persons have asked Mr. Mather 
" to be be their spiritu:il com/orter, if he h^d 
" been tlie agent, as has been alleged, of bring- 
" ing them into their sad condition ? ^ 

In other forms of language and other con- 
nections, he speaks of Mr. Mather's presence, 
at these executions, as " the performance of a 
" sad duty to Proctor and Willard,** and rep- 
resents Brattle as calling him ** the spiritual 
** adviser of the persons condemned.** All this 
he asserts as proved and admitted fact; and 
the whole rests upon the foregoing mutilated 
paragraph of Brattle. 

Let the reader thoroughly examine and con- 
sider that paragraph, and then judge of this 
Reviewer's claim t^ establish History. The 
word " affection,** was used much at that time 
to signify eametit deeire, '* They** — that is, the 
persons then about to die, namely, the Rev. 
Geonre Burroughs, an humble, laborious, de- 
Totra Minister of the Gospel; John Procter, the 
owner of yaluible ikrma and lead of a laige 
jitmily; John Willard, a young married man of 



tained, •• be walked, by two ataft or ^■■..■— , 
and Martha Carrier, the wile of n fiumcr ia As- 
dover, with a lamily of cfaildrea, aoow of them 
quite yoong— " entreated Mr. C M. to ptmy with 
*«them.** Why did they have to '•catrenl'* 
him. if he had come all the way from Boaloa 
for that purpose ? They all had'Mini»terB ncnr 
at hand — Carrier h-kd two Ministers, either or 
both of whom would have been prompt to eome, 
if persons snifering for the Impotea crime of 
witchcraft had bmi allowed to have the al^ 
tendance of ** spiritual comforters,** at their ci- 
ecntiona. If Mather had prayed with them, 
Brattle would have said so. Hla langnage is 
equivalent to a statement, that *^ Mr. C M.^ was 
reluctant, if he did not nbaolutdy refhse to do 
it ; and the only legitimate inferencca from the 
whole passage are, that the suflcrett did their own 
praying, — from Brattle*s accomt of their dy- 
ing prayers, they did it well — and that without 
** spiritual comforter,** "adviser,** or '^fiiead,** 
in the laat dread hour, they were left to the 
" management of themaelvcsL** 

When the paragraph ia taken in co o aec t ioo 
with the relations of Bra tie to Mather, not 
approving of his course in public affairs, but, 
at the same time, delieately situated, being asso- 
ciated with him in important public interests 
and leading circles, the conclusion ^cem8 prob- 
able that he meant, in^an indirect mode of ex- 
pression, to notice the fact that Mather refuaed 
to pray with the sufferers on the occasion. In 
fact, we know that Nicholas Noyea, who was 
Proctor's Minister, refused to pray with him, 
unless he would confess. Mather and Koyea 
were intimately unitel by personal and profes- 
sional ties of frienddiip and communion, and 
probably would not run counter to eadi other, 
at ttuch a time, and in the presence of such a 
multitude of Ministers and people. 

It is to be regarded exclusively as illustrating 
the shocking character of the whole procedure 
of the witchcraft prosecutions, and not as n 
personslfy harsh or cruel thing, that Koyea or 
Mather was unwilling to pray with persons, at 
their public executions, who stood convicted of 
l>eing confederates of the Devil, and who, le- 
fusing to confers, retiined that character to Uis 
last. Ministers, like them, believing that the 
convicts were malefactors of a far different and 
deeper dye than ordinary human crime could 
impart, rebels against God, apostatea from 
Christ, sons of Belial, recruits of tlie DeviPs 
army, sworn in allegiance to his Kingdom, bap- 
tized into his church, l>eyond the reach of hope 
and prayer, could hanlly be expected to pnj 
with theai. To join them in prayer was impoasi- 



Inost' respectable connections; George Jacoba, I ble. To go through the forma of united pnyer 
an earty settler, land-holder. Snd a grandfather, would have been incongruous with the occasion, 
of great age, with flowmg white locks, sos- i and not mors inconsistent with the ooovietioas 
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of the Minitten, tbtn lepogDMit to the con- 
■cious innoccDoe aod nattinil lensibiUtiet of 
the eulTeren, Ck>ndeiiined, anconfessing, unre- 
pentmnt witches might be pnyed/or, or o^ bat 
not wiUL 

The superior greatness of mind of Barrougbs 
and his fellow sufferers, the true spirit of Chris- 
tian fbrgireness elevating tliem above a sense 
of the errors and wrongs of which tbey were 
the victims, are beautifullj and gloriously shown 
in their earnestly wishing and entreating Nojes 
and Mather to pray with them. They pitied 
theiif delusion, and were desirous, in that last 
hour, to regard them and all others as thcnr breth- 
ren, and £>w with them liefore the Father of 
alL The request they made of Christian Min- 
isters, who, at the moment, regarded them as in 
leaeue with the Devil, might not be exactly 
logical; a failure to comply with it is not a just 
matter of reproach ; but the fact that it was re- 
peated with earnestness, ** entreated with affec- 
" tion,** shows that the last pulsations of their 
hearts were quickened by a holy and heavenly 
Love. 

The Reviewer asks: "Were those five per- 
** sons executed that day without any spiritual 
'* adviser?^ There is no evidence, I think, to 
show that a Minister ever accompanied, in that 
character, persons convicted of witchcraft, at 
the place of execution. All that can be gath- 
ered from Brattices account ia, that, on the occa- 
sion to which he is referring, the sufferers them- 
§el9et offered public prayers. We know that 
Martha Corey, at a subsequent execution, pro- 
nounced a prayer that made a deep impression 
on the assembled multitude. Mr. Burroughs*s 
prayer is particularly spoken of. So, also, in 
£ngland, whoa the Reverend Mr. Lewis, an 
Episcopal clergyman, eighty years of -age. and 
who, for fifty years, had been Vicar of Bran- 
deston, in the County of Suffolk, was executed 
for allege^l witchcraft, the venerable man read 
his own funeral service, according to the forms 
of his Church, ^ committing his own body to 
** the ground, in sure and certain hope of the 
** resurrection to eternal life.** 

This whole story of the spiritual relation be- 
tween Mather and Proctor is a bare fie ion, en- 
tirely in confiict with all tradition and all prol>- 
ability, without a shadow of support in any 
document adduced by the Reviewer; and yet he 
would have it received as an establishecl fact, 
and incorporated, as such, in history. Liber- 
ties, like this, cannot l)e allowed. 

Sewairs Diary, at the date of the nineteenth 

of August, 1602, has this entry: *'This day 

ll ^ George Burrough, John Willard, John Proc- 

f ^* tor, Marther Carrier, and George Jacobs were 

. **iaEecuted at Salem, a very great number of 

** spectators being pntent Mr. Cotton Mather 



** was there, Mr. SIma, Hale, Koyea, Cheerer, eta. 
"All of them said they were innocent, Cunim 
"and all. 3Ir. Mather says they all died by n 
"righteous s-ntence. Mr. Burmush, by Ui 
" Speech, Prayer, protestation of his innocenef^ 
"did much move unthinking persona, which 
" occasioned the speaking hardly concerning Us 
" l)eing executed.** 

It is quite remarkable that Cotton Mather 
should have gone directly home to Bo^on, after 
the execution, and made himself noticeable bj 
proclaiming such a harsh sentiment against ml 
tlie sufferer^ if he had just been performing 
friendly offices to them, as "spiritual adviser. 
'* counsellor, and comforter.** Clergymen, cal led 
to such melancholy and affecting fhnctiona, do 
not usually emerge from them in the frame of 
mind exhibited in the language ascribed to 
Mather, by Sewall. It shows, at any rate, that 
Mather felt sure that Proctor went oot of the 
world, an nnrepenting, unconfessing wizard, 
and, therefore, not a fit subject for a Christiaa 
Minister to unite with in prayer. 

One other rejnurk, by the way. The accomit 
Sewall gives of the impression made by Bur- 
roughs, on the spectators, now first brought to 
light, in print, is singularly confirmatory of 
what Calef says on the subject 

My chief purpose, however, in citing this pas- 
sage from Sewairs Diary, is this. Mather wta 
not present at the Trial of Borrougha. If be 
was not present at his Examination liefore the 
Magistrates, how could he have spoken, as he 
did, of the righteousness of his sentence f . Theie 
had been no Report or publication, in any way, 
of the evidence; and he could only have receiv- 
ed a competent knowledge of it uom personal 
Erescncc, on one or the other of those occa.«ioneL 
[e could not have Ijoen justified in so confident 
and absolute a judgment, by mere hearsay. If 
that had been the source of his information, he 
would have modified his language according! 

There is one other item to lie considered, 
treating the question of Mather'*s connect 
with the Examinations of 'the Prisosier:^ bef< 
the Mapstrates. 

When Proctor was awaiting his trial, dori^ 
tlie short period, previous to that event, thatl^ 
was in the Salem Jail, he had addresi^ a letler 
to "Mr. Mather, Mr. A11<n, Mr. Moodv, Mr. 
"Willard and Mr. Buily,* all Minii^ters, lieg- 
ging them to intercede, in b« half of himself and 
fellow-prisoners, to secure to them better treats 
ment, esiiecinlly a fairer trial than they could 
have in Salem, where such a violent excitement 
had l)ern wrought up against Them. ^"Trom the 
character of the letter, it is evident that it was 
addressed to them in the hope and belief that 
they were accessible to sucn an appeal. But 
one ef the Matben ia named. Tbej were 
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cbtelCnitanorthettae Chuck AHlMNigk 
fhc&tlierwMPraidcBtorthcColkge at Cam- 
bridge, be nadtd in Boston, and wae in tbe 
acdreeserciaeof hisBmuetry tboe. Tbeq«»- 
tioBis,WbMAortbeaiisaMeirtf haijbook,! 
expiesMd tbe «»piaMMi tbat it was lacrane, tbe 
fiitber. Tbe Rerievcr mijb it was Cotton, tbe 
son. It is a fair qat*stion ; and ercrr person can 
form a jndirment npon it. Tbe otbcr ftntm» 
named, comprising tbe rr«it of tbe Hwisterv 
tbcn connected witb tbe Boston Cbnrcbcft, are | 
sercrallY, more or less, indicated by wbat bas 
eome to ns, as not baring gone to extremes, in 
•npport of tbe witchcraft prosecntioniw 

Increase 3fatber was commonlT regarded, up- 
on wbaterer grounds, as not going so far as hn | 
son, in tbat directicm. Tbe name, ^ Mr. >Iatb- 1 
"cr,^ beads tbe list. From bis standing, as! 
presiding oyer tbe College and tbe Clergy, it was 
proper to giTc bim this position. His age and 
seniority of settlement, also entitled bim to it 
Usage, and all generil considerations of propri- 
ety, require us to assume tbat by **Mr. Mstber,** 
tbe eJde^ is meant Cotton Matber, being tbe 
youngest of tbe Boston Ministers, would not be 
Hkely to be tbe first named, in sucb a list. 
Besides, be was considered, as be bimself 
complains, as tbe ^ doer of all tbe bard things, 
^ tbat were done,, in the prosecution of the 
"witchcraft." Whoerer concludes that In- 
crease Matber was the person, in Proctor's mind, 
will apprecliite the fact that Cotton Mathet Is 
omi'ted in .thjp^t It proyes ihat Proctor con- 
sidered hnd peyond the reach ot all appeals, in 
"fiiibalf of accused persons; and tends to confirm 
the tradition, in the family, that his course to- 
wards Proctor, when under examinstion, either 
lie^re the 3lAgi8tratcs or in Court, had indicat- 
ed a fixed and a1>soIute prejudice or conviction 
against hira. ThU T^etter of Proctor's, printeiW 
in my boolc, [ti. SlOA utterly disperses tlie vis- 1 
ionary fabric of the Reviewer's fancy, that Cot- 
ton Mtther was his ** spiritual adviser,'* coun- 
selling him in frequent visits to the Salem Jail. 
It denounces. In unreserved langr.age. " the 
•* Magistrates, Ministers, Juries," as under the 
"delusion of tbe Devil, which we can term no 
"other, by reason we know, in our own con- 
" sciences, we are all innocent persons;" anri is 
couched in a bold, outs|K>ken and trenchant 
style, that would have shocked and incensed 
Cotton Mather to the big) test possible decree. 
It is absolutely certain, that if Cotton Mathef 
bad been Proctor's ^ triend and counsellor," a 
more prudent and cautious tone and style would 
bave been given to the whole document 

In concluding the considerations that render 
it probable that Cott^m Mather bad much to do 
witb tbe Examinations, it may be said, in gen- 
cnl, tbat be yindicatci tbe eoone taken at 



tlMm, in bmgnage tbat seeai to idmitUy 
witb tbcm, and to prore tbat be eonid nolbnvn 
opposed to the m et h ods nsed in 



AHD 



I now proceed to examine Cotton Matbcr'fe 
connection witb tbe Trials at Salem. It is ftilly 
admitted tbat be did not personallr attend any 
of them. His averment to this ellect does not 
allow the supposition that be could bavn d^ 
ceived bimselr, on such a point. In bis letter 
to Richards, as bas been seen, be expressed bia 
great disappointment in not lieing well enonob 
to. accompany bim to tbe first Session of tbe 
Special Court; and tbe tenor of tbe paasaga 
pmves that he had fully ex|iected and designed 
to be present, at tbe trials, generally. Wbetbtf 
tbe same bodily indisposition fontinoed to for- 
bid his attendance at its successire a^io^^n- 
ments, we cannot obtain information. 

Tbe first point of- connection I can find be- 
tween him and the tiials, is brought to view in 
a meeting of certain Ministern, after execntiooa 
had taken place, and while trials were pending. 
Increase Mather, in bis Catei 9f Cpasetsiiet, 
has the following: ^ As lor the judgment of tbe 
Elders in New Engl nd, so far as I can learn, 
they do generally concur witb Mr. Perkins and 
Mr. Bernard. This I know, that, at a meet- 
ing of 3IinisterB at Cambridge, August 1, 
** 1692, where were present seven £lders, besides 
*'the President of the College, the question 
**then discoursed on, was, whether tbe Devil 
*^ may not sometimes have a permission to rep- 
**^ resent an innocent perM>n, as tomientinff such 
*^as sre under dialwlical molestations f Tbe 
** answer, whi«.b they all concurred in, waa in 
** these word;*, viz. * That the Devil may some- 
** * times have a permisf«ion to represent an inno- 
^ " cent person as tormenting sucb as sre under 
** * dialiolical mulestutions; but thstsuch things 
** *■ are rare and extraordinary, especially when 
** *■ such matters come liefore civil judicatures*: 
** and that some of the most eminent 3IinisterB of 
** the land, who were not at that meeting, are of 
** the same judgment. I am assured. And I am 
*' also sure that, in caies of this nature, the Priest's 
** lips should keep knowle<Ige, and they should 
^ seek the law at his mouth. Hal. 2, 7." 

What was meant by tbe quotation from Mal- 
achi is left to conjecture. It looks like tbe no- 
tion I have supposed Cotton Mather to baye, 
more or less, cherished, at diflerent times— to 
have sucb cases committed to tbe confidential 
custody and management of one or more Minis- 
ters. Whether Cotton Mather, as well aa bia 
ftUbcr, waa at tbii meeting, ia not stated. Tbe 
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KtpmAntm "ran mnd cxtnordtBrniy" uid 
" Mmetima bsTs ■ permiwoD," and the itawr- 
kl i^Ve of ibc Ungnagc, ara like hii. At an; 
rate, id refcrriii^ to the mectinff. in hi* WtttiUrt 
»fQi» JatitOU Vcrld, he ipeaki ol the Hinii- 
tm prctent " m rn? piont and learned ; '' aajt 
that they uttered the prerailinji kiik of Mhos 
" ctniaenll; caotloai and Jadidonii" and de- 
clam that thej " bare botb ailment M»d hia- 
■ ton to coanlenance tbem in il." 

tt b la be DOtlced, that tliU opioinn of the 
HiDiaten,giTcnontbeflrit.orAa|[iMt, If h did 
■M aullioiTze the adniiwion, without reaerrc or 
liBUtatioB, of ipectral evidence, in judicial pro- 
eecdioft, redoce* the obJectioD to U to an al- 
■oat inappreciable point. 

Obaerre the dale. Already dx iroiMB,be»dB 
of familiei, many of them <a reepeetable pa«- 
tioBS in aorietj, all in advanced life, one or tn o 
qoite a^, and tiro, at le*«t, of Ibe moit emin- 
ent ChriMian character, bad lufftTed death, 
wholly f^Tim rtp»^ral rTif'tr"| that ii, no other 
tcttimony naa bronght againit them, al ait ad- 
mit, that could, even then, have oinTicted 
them. Twelve dayi bad elapsed lincc five of 
them had l>een eiecDled; in four more daya, 
nx otben were to be bmogbt to trial, among 
tbem the Bev. George Burroughi; and the Uin- 
Mten patt a vo:e.. under the lead orincrtaee 
Hatber, and with the cxpresa approval of Cot- 
ton Uather, lUat Ibere i» very little danger of 
innocent people luffering, in judicial proceed- 
ingt, from ipectral evidence. 

Let ua hear no more tbat the Clerjry of New 
- Sngland acceptMl the doctrines of thoee wrlten 
who had "declared a^ainK the admiaaion of 
"apeetral te*timon>;" Ibat "the Jlagiilraie* re- 
"Jecled those do.triDet;" tbat "all the evils 
"at Salem, grew oat of the podlinn taken b^ 
"tbeSIapsiratts;" and that "it bad been well 
"with the twenty vittima at Salem, if the Uin- 
"iileia of the Colony, instead of tlie I^wyeta, 
" liad detennined their fate." 

The Clergy of New England did, indeed, en- 
tertain giest r^inrd for Ihe aullioritj of certain 
wrilen. who were cmtudered iis, more or lesa, 
ditetediling spectral evidence. Tlie Halheis 
professed to concur with tbem in that judgment ; 
bat the ground talieu at Ibc meeting oo the 
flnt of Angusl, m above stated, was, it must be 
alloweil, incons^slent with it. Tlie pHsrsgn I 
have given, and shall givi', from the writing of 
Cotton Uather, will illnstrste the elsliorBte t&- 
gennity be displayed in trying lo Tccondlo a 
reqieet for the said wtitei* with the adnusuon 
«f that tpecies of evidence, to an exient they 
wen considered aa dinllowing. 

I M iodebied to Ocoige H. Moore, I.L.D., of 
New Tork dty, for the following important doc- 
■neat. J(4u> Foeta wat, at Ita date, a manber 



otlbeConsctl. HnlefaiMaii, who waaUagnafr 

sisi, siiiatiiif Iiini[n7ifiii|,fi fr]lii" liiii 

"otBoatoouf Ihcflretrank." •■ whobad ■ gTMt 
"shire in the nau<gemenl «f alUn fmca IMt 
"to1B93." In the latter year, be WH raiMd ta 
the Coancil Boaid, being named aasachtBOM 
new Charter; and bfid hb arat, by amnl flee- 
tiona, tolheclnseof hislife, IninO. HeasHM 
to have belonged to the Cbardi of llw lUlhn 
as the father and son earb preached aad ptWaa 
a SmnoD on the occaaioo ^ U* dcatk. 
Atttefmpk Letttr afCtmam KjtTtttK ■> 1R(A- 
erafl. pmenttd t» On LitrraTTi tKi Bitltrie^ 
Seeietg, tf llu BnurM* CUrfjutUf BKw< 



"Tonwotild know wh^therI«ln retain ^r 
"ogiiDion about ]-• horrible Wltcbcnfla iwnin 
" ni^ and I acknuwledire that 1 do. 

" I do still Think That when there (a no tm- ■ 
" ther Etidenc« agiinrt a prrson hot only TUt, 
"That a ^eclre in their «bape does afllict * 
" neighbour, ibat Evidence is nut enoogfa lo etm- 
" vict y * • of Wircberaft 

"That tlie Wveln have a nataral power W* 
''malies tbem rainble of eihiliitinR what sbapa | 
"thev plrase I mppoae aobody donbis, and I 
" have no ahaolnte promise of Ood Uiat Oiej AaB 
" not eihiUt Rl'iNL 

"Itialbe opinion generally of all prolertttf 
" writers that y* Divel may thus ainse y* ianoomt, 
"yea, tis y* confrssinn nf some pofrisb w efc - 
■■ And If HonomMe Jodges are sn emiBFirt for 
" their Jnst ire. Wisdom. A Omdnef* Ihat what- 
"ever their own particular tense may be(i,yctt 
•'tliey will not prnrerd caijltally againat a^. 
*' ujHin a iirincijile onntrsted with grt-at odds tm , 
"y nlhemideili}* Learrird and Godly wnrid. 

" A'ftirthflru. a TTTy ffTfirt vi^ iilchfawdt 
" of y/> Sptttral inpreuieN* uptn f Mffferers. 
" Thty JvUly Mr'dvtt, and Drtermiitt, ai<K»> 
"fuiry inlo )/> eirenni'titiiert of t/t ptrtea ma- 
"tutd; and Itry itrtnffthfH eOttr prfimmvtiimt. 

" TtlitH tB miti vw It ntad* of tlMS Tliaft, 
" IMint y KM for «t» f Grtat Ood itiUitit 
" y it tniidt. And arrordingly ynf tm that y* 
" Ercellcnt Jodpro have had rarh an BocovTag- 
" tng presence of Gi<d with them, a* that Kvre 
"anr. If at all any, have been Tried heforeth^ 
"apiinftwhnm Ond has not strangelt aeut la 
** iiihrr, ft mtm Humane ft nmat cmvindDg Tn- 

*' If any pennos have been condemned, akoit 
" whom tiy of y* Judges, are not ea^ In tbib 
*' minds, that y* Evidence agatnrt then, baa bacw 
"satisfactory, it would certainly bee for 7*^09 

• rrsKMtMMi <tf a* uurtn *^ B 



"Bnrina. 
"It wool 



h wooU make all 
" Bill wn« UkcB for pmple AocuMd cnlj br j* 
" fairUbla lon>aitim of j* pour uffrren sod not 
** BlcwMwd 17 anr fnitlKi Qmttada of napi- 
" do* ag^Ml Ibcn. 

"Tlie odd Effnti iwodnecd npoo the nfFrren 
** bj J* look or loach »f tbc sccBsed uc thingi 
"wbercin 7* Dink may u much ImpoK niieo 
*' ■cHiM Humlev peo|)le m bjr Ibi IIc()n*(.iiucAD | 
" of tbeir ihapcB. I 

'■ Ur Dotkn of thcM nuttm i« tlitt. A 8iw- j 
" ptctcd u»d DDlawfnl Biai*DDiiia with a Famit- | 
■*ur Sfnrit, ia the Thiiif[ tDqairrd after. Tlw | 
"commaiilisi on (be Dinti part ma; bee jiroT- 
" ed, while, for oagbt I can nj. The aMa nia; 
*'baeIniKiocnt; the Divel may impodcntlr Im- 
"paMbkcom'iuiioa aiaonaometb.t cart out fm 
"Uieonipaiir. Bat if tbecom'nninuuByiaaii'i 
" part be* prored, then Um Bqudcw ia doDr. 

"luBMHpieiov I>at7*Dird m>7 at boim 
"HiMorotlicT, •erremaiilAlijr bbcaaataBcr 
" for ft long while !■ no* waj of Duling. Wm- 
*' DMjr flad the Krd oaiag wtt cotataot tonne in 
*' Nbwteen Mreral Actioot, and yett Imc bee (00 
" hftrd f>ir M at last, if wee thotce make a Rolr 
"lafunnBBlDfallihleJod^mnit ufaTsentidh. 
"It borriDgutar HappiocHTbat km are blamed 
" with Judga who are Aware of thia Duigi-r. 

"For my own put if the Hutj Qud itiuold 
" permitt md) a Terrible caUmiiy to btfal mj 
"leiraB that a Spectre in m; Shape iliould h> 
' * moleat mj oeiiiihlioDrbood. a* tint tbey cao ba*t 
"Doquiet, altlMi' there shoald be do other Eri 
" deflee i^aioM mc, I ahoold Tvr; patieatl; rab- 
"nit antii a Juilgrawnt of Trojuportathit, tod 
"all reaauoalile lura woold couot o" Judges to 
•* Act, aa they ar.-- like y Fathcn of y" public^ 
"in nBch a JadjiinenL Wliat if nuoh a Tiling 
" abonld be ordered for thi«e whoae Oaill U 
'•more Oahioaa, and nnc Halo, whoae prcaeno- 
"T* perpetuitei j* iniscrin of o" mffi-rerv? 
"They would dcaOK y Lind of Wiichcraftii, 
■* and Tett alio prcTeot y> shedding uf luaiiceni 
" Bloud, whereof tnine are to ijiiirclimsiie of 
" Haxard. ltd' Jadi.'eit want on; OihkI B'lttoni, 
"to act tHn* apon, Tdu know, that Iwisidn )• 
" mnal power of Qinem*, to RcIbi many ladg- 
" meata of Death, o* Oenenl Cuart can auuu 
"proTldaalaw. 

*' Too aee y loeoberencr of my Thonghli 
" hot I hope, yon will alao aome Reaunableneaa 
"in those Tbonghis. 

"Id the year 104-1. a Va< Nnmber o[ persons 
"toy* connty of Saiffolk were sppreliendBd, ag 
"Oailty of Witchcraft ; vhem)f, some con- 
"feaaad. The parUment grantal a special com- 
"'■•iaMof Ojw A Twaiuarftfff* Trial of those 



"initAeB: to «^ conlMka. Ibara wts* ft b- 

"nooi Dirlne or two. U' ArsriMfk particft* 
" larly ln*»ted. That Ecctjlent nun dM pcMch 
" two aeniKHiB to y Coutt, hrfore hii Orit ditiag 
" no y* Bench : Wherein haring Irst prored tha 
" Eiii4mce of Witches, bee afTerwaras showed 
'•y EtU ot Endeatoorinf; y* Cunvidioo of an 
"npon DtrfrctiTC Eridence. The SemMia had 
"ibe Effect that Dune were Coodeuined, who 
"omUl bee saved w*^" as Express Breail of 
"y* Law; & then tfaii"(waspoMUesoaieOniUr 
" did Etcaic yett the troalilta of (hose plaOM, 
"were, 1 think Eitingnifbed. 

" (f case is Extraordinary. And so, yon and 
" (ithcTa will pardon y* Extraordinary Liberty I 
" lake to addrcn Tun on this ocCMlfn. Bat af- 
'■ tiT all, I Eatttat joa, that wliaterer yoa do, 
"voa Stren^ben >' Hands of </ Honooiable 
''Judges in)* Gmt work bcfurey*. Tbey are 
" (lersuna, for whom nu man linng baa ■ graal M' 
" TcneiBtioB, than 



"C. MAnxft. 

" For the Honooralile Jorv Fo«m, Esq." 

This letter most Im consider^, I think, aa tet- 
tling the qnestinn. It wm nritli-n two days ba- 
foie tlie eiecntinn of Biimiit^h«, Pfiidor. and 
ulbeia. It entirely di'|H>«cs uf tin sasertiuns of v 
the Reriewer, that Mather "drnuunced" the 
" adinimon" of i|K.t1ral trstlmmy, and demon- i 
■tratcsthe truth of Ilia positions, taken in tU* ' 
article, tbat he anthorited folly its adniinian, aa 
sfFonling occiuion of enqniry and matter of pi«- 
tumjitioD, suStcietit, if reinforced by other ert-- 
deuce, to juilify conviction. The scntenoa I 
hare iteliciaed Wve ni> fnrilK-r roran fordiscnt- 
sion. The Isngnat^ in which the Judges and 
tht'ir conduct of the Trials are sjioken of, coold 
not have been itmngcr. The rffcreDce to Um 
omrfe taken in Enxl^nd, in 1<MS, sheds light 
G|Kin the fnpgfsiions I linve made, as to Math- 
er's niition, that one or more Minliiteta — '-afa- 
" moDs IMrtae or (wo," — oasbttohsrebtfa con- 
nected, "by authority," with Ibe Cunrtof Oyiw 
and Tvrminer, in the mans-tirmcnt of the easn. 
The idcu thmnn out. as tolVinfpurtation. coold 
hsnlly, it would seem, lint have liven ajiparent to 
a rrflecting jioniiti. as ntterly impnictinble. No 
cnnrictfl or jMirlies undEr indtctmnit or arrert 
for the crime of trilibcrati, omld hare lieea 
shipiKd ofT to any other |iart of the British An- 
miniimi. A tfsbvI. with jierKons on board, with 
such ■ stamp uiHm thnn, would liarcliecneTeqr- 
where repollM wilh *■ mnch Telrnnenca and 
panic an if fr«i;:litnl wilh the yellow fever, small- 
piix, or pIsLHiF. If the onbaiipy en-atores she 
hota liL-nmlh iKr hnlches. shonld havelieen landed 
in any other part of the then called Cbristlan or 
drilLud world, stigmailwd with tba charge at 
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witdicnft, tbej would have met with tW baiter 
or the fagot ; and scarcely bare fared better, if 
cast upon any sava^ sbore. 

We bave seen bow oar Reriewer mdhei, let 
08 now see bow be vnmalrss^ bistorj. 

Robert Calef, in bis hook t nx\i\ei\ Mort Wpm- 
den of the InthihU Wnrld^ Part V., amlcr the 
bead of ** An impartial account of the most 
** memorable matters of fact, toacbing the sap- 
" posed Witchcraft in New Englaad^^ [p. ICS^] 
8ajsy**Mr. Bnrronjrbs was earned in a cart, 
^ with the others, throu<rb the streets of Salem 
'* to execution. When be was upon the ladder, 
^ be made a speech for the clearing of bis inno- 
^ cencj, with such solemn and serions exprct- 
** sions, as wera to the admiration of all present ; 
*'bis prayer (which be concluded by repeating 
" the Lord's prayer) wss so well worded, and 
. ** uttered with sue i composedness, and socb (at 
> 'Meast seeming) fervency of spirit.as was Teiy 
^ affecting, and drew tears from many, so that 
'* it seemra to some that the spectators would 
*' hinder the execution. The accusers said tbe 
^ black man stood and dictated to bim. Aa 
*' soon as be was turned off, Mr. Cotton Mather. 
** being mounted upon a horse, addressed bimsdf 
*' to the people, partly to declare that be (Bur- 
^ roughs) was no ordained Minister, and partly 
'^to possess the people of his* guilt, faying that 
'* tbe Devil has often lieen transformed into an 
** Angel of Light ; and this somewhat appeased 
**the people; and the executions went on^ 
** Wlien he was cut down, he was dragged by 
** the halter to a hole, or grave, between the 
*' rocks, about two feet deep, bis sbirt and 
'* breeches Iteing pulled off, and an old pair of 
** trowscrs of one executed, put on his lower 
** purts ; he was so put in, together with Will- 
^ ard and Carrier, that one of his bands and his 
** chin, and a foot of one of them, were left an- 
" covered." 

The Reviewer undertakes to set aside this 
statement ; to emse it altogether from tlie record ; 
snd to throw it from the lielief and memory of 
mankind. But this cannot be done, but by an 
arbitrary process, that would wipe out all tbe 
facts of all history,, and leave the whole Past an 
utter binnk. If any record has passed tbe final 
ordeal, this has. It i< beyond the reach of de- 
nial ; and no ])o\vcr on earth can start tbe solid 
founrlaticm on which it stands. It consists of 
distinct, plainly stated, averments, which, aa a 
whole, or severally, if not true, and known to be 
true, might bave been denied, or questioned, at 
tbe time. Not disputed, nor controverted, then, 
it never can l)e. If not true to the letter, co far 
as Cotton Mather is concerned, hundreds, niy 
thousands, were. at band, who would bave con- 
tradicted it Certificates without number, like 
that of John Ooodwin, would have been pio- 



cwcd to hiTalidate it. CoMittiog of iptcHcn 
tiona, in detail, if there bad been in it Uie ml- 
mrtest item tliat coold have admittod erntin* 
di. tioB, it would have been teiied opoD« and 
used with tbe utmost cagemeaa to bfeak tiM 
force of tbe statement. It waa prlnled at Lon- 
don, in 1700, in a volume accrenited tbcre, and 
immediately pot into circulation here, twenty- 
eight years before the death of Mather. He bnd 
a copy of it. now in posaefsion of tbe Mmmi- 
cbosetts Historical Society, and wrote on tbe 
inside of tbe tent cover, **My desire ia, that 
*^ mine adversary bad written a book,** etc. Hit 
father, the President of Harvard Univenity, bad 
a ropy ; for the book was burned in tbe College- 
square. £Tcr3rtbing contrilmted to call nniTcr- 
sal attention to it Ita author waa known, 
avowed, and his name printed on tbe title page; 
be lived in tbe same town with Mather; and 
was in all respects a responsible man. 

No attempt was made, at the time, nor at any 
time, until now, to overthrow tbe statement or 
disprove any of ita specificatioML 

Let ns are bow the Reviewer undertaken In 
controvert it As to Matber^s being on bone- 
back, the argument seema to be, that it waa 
customary, then, for people to travel in that wny I 

Tbe harangue to tlie people to prevail open 
them to pay no heed to the oompoaed, d^ 
vout, and forgiving deportment of tbe suffer- 
era, because the Devil often appeared as an 
Angel of Light, sounded strangely from one who 
bad attended tbe prisoners as 'their **9pinU 
** ual comforter and friend.** It waa n queer 
conclusion of bis services of consolation and 
pastoral oflSces, to proclaim to the crowd, that 
tbe truly Christian expressions of tbe perMMia in 
bis charge were all a diabolical sham. One 
woubl bave thought, if be accompanied them 
in the capacity alleged, be would have dis- 
mounted before ascending tbe bill, and tenderly 
waited upon them, side by side, holding them 
by tbe band and sustaining them by bis arm, as 
they approached tbe fatal ladder; and that bis 
last l)enedictions, upon their departing sool% 
would bave been in somewhat diilcrent Innp 
guage. That language was entirely natnrd, 
however, l)elieving, as be «'id, that they were 
all guilty of the trnpardrnable sin. in ita black- 
est dye; that, obstinately refusing to eci^fesi^ 
they 'were reprobates, sunk far below tbe ordi- 
nary level of human crime, beyond tbe pale of 
svmpathy or prayer, enemies of Gnd, in covenant 
with tbe Devil and firthrands of HelL All this 
be l)elieved. Of course, be could not pray vifA, 
and could hardly lie expected to pray yW, then. 
Tbe language ascribed to bim b\' Q^ef* e ipm ss d 
bis honest omvictions ; bears the stsmp of credi- 
bility ; was not denied or disaTOwedt tkcm ; and 
^m.'^wkttt 1)0 ditrrpditfld- 
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If flKMe mthnnt weftring tlie mplcDdent 
aipect of faitli, forgiYencM. tnd pietj, in their 
iiymg boor, were, in reelity, '* the Devil appear- 
" ing as the Angd of Light,** nolxxly hot the 
Reviewer ia to liiame for chamng Mather with 
iMMig hit " tpintnal adviter ana ooanflcllor.** 

Tl^ Reriewer aaja that the hone Matlier rude 
OB that occasion, **has been tramping through 
'* history, for nearly two cental ies. It is time 
"that he be reined up.** Not having been 
reined np by Mather, it is in vain for the Re- 
viewer to attempt it Mazeppa, on his wild steed, 
was not more powerless. The " man on borse- 
** back,** dcscrilied by Calef, will go tramping 
on throogh ail the centuries to come, as through 
the ** nearly two centuries ** that have passed. 

To discredit another part of the statement of 
Calef, the Reviewer dtvs the lUteriptum and 
HUtory of SaUm, by the Rev. Vniliam Bentley, 
in the Sixth Volume of the First Serift of the 
MasmuhuHtU ffUt&ri€al CoiUctiont, printed in 
1800. quoting the following passage: '*It was 
^ said that the bodies were not properly buried ; 
** but, upon an examination of the gmund, the 
*' graves were found of the usual depth, and re- 
'* mains of the bodies, and of the wood in 
•• which th^ were interred.** 

At the time when this was written, there was 
a tradition to that effect. But it isundentood 
that, early in this century, an examination was 
made of tlie spot, pointed out by the tradition 
upon which Bentley had relied, and nothing was 
found to sustain iL It is apparent that this tra- 
dition was, to some extent, incorrect, liecause it 
is quite certain that three, and probably most, of 
the bodies were reoi»vered by their fnends, a( the 
time ; but chiefly because it is believed, on suffi- 
cient grounds, that the l«)ca1ity, indicated in the 
tndition that had reached Doctor Bentley, was, 
in 1 692, covered by the original forest. Of course, 
a passage through woods, to a spot, even now, 
after the trees l^ve been wholly removed from 
the hill and all its sides, so very difficu't of access, 
would not have been encountered ; neither can it 
be supposed that an open area would have been 
elaborately prepared for the place of executian, 
in the midst of a forest, entirely shut in frum o1»- 
servation. by surrotmding trees, with their thick 
foliage, in that season of the year. If seclu- 
tkm had b?en the object, a wooded spot might 
have been found, near at hand, on level areas, 
anywhere in the neighborhood of the town. But 
it was not a secluded, but a coof^jiicuous, place 
that was sought ; not only an elevated, but an 
open, theatre for the awe-ittsi)iring spectacle, dis- 
playing to the whole people and world — to use 
the langna^ employed by 3Iather, in the Adtiee 
^ ikt MinufUn and in one of his letters to Ri<^ 
aids— the** Success** cf the Court, in **extin- 
** gdibi^g that bonihk witdMnfL** 



Another traditloii, brooghl i!own ttiroiigh » 
family, ever dnce residing on the nme spot, in 
the neighboriiood, and froui the loogevitj of ill 
successive heads, pasning through but few memo- 
ries, and for that reason hif^y deserving of 
credit, is, that its representative, at thai time, lent 
his aid in the removal of the bodies of the vic- 
tims, in the nigh^ and secretly, across the river, in 
a boat. The recollections of the transaction are 
preserved in considerable detail. From thelood- 
ity, it is quite certain that !he bodies were broo g li t 
to it from the southern end of Witch-hill. Tram. 
a recently-discovered letter of Dr. Hdlyoke^ 
mentioned in my book [it, ^77]« it appean 
that the executions must have taken place there. 
The earth is so thin, scattered between projerttng 
ledges of roC'C, which, indeed, cover much of the 
suriface, that few trees probably ever grew there ; 
and a hare, devated platform afforded a conspic- 
uous site, and room for the purpose. TTieBe con- 
clusions, to which recent discoveries and ezplom- 
tions have led, remarkably confirm Calef s stato- 
ments. From Sheriff Coririn*s iSMvm, we know 
that the first victhn was buried "in the phMse** 
where she was executed; and it may be supposed 
all the rest were. The soil is shallow, near the 
brow of the precipice and lietween the clefts of 
the ro^. 

The Reviewer deares to know my authority for 
saying that the ground, where Burronghs was 
buried, '* was trampled down by tlie mob.** I 
presume that when, less than five weeks after- 
wards, eight more persons were hanged there, be- 
longing to respectable families in whst are now 
Pcabody, Marblehead, To|)sfield, Rowley and An- 
dover, as well as Salem, and a spectacle again 
presented to which crowds flocked from all quar- 
ters, snd to which many particularly interested 
must have been drawn, besides those from the 
|M)pulotts neighboriiood, especially if men "on 
'* horseback** mingled in the throng, the ground 
must have been considerably trampled upon. 
Poor Burroughs had been suddenly torn frum his 
family and home, more than a hundred miles 
away ; tht^re were no immediate connections, here^ 
who would hsve been likely to recover his. re- 
mains; and, it is therefore probable, they bid 
iieen left where they were thrown, near the foot 
of the gallows. 

There is'one point upon which the Reviewer b 
certain he hss ** demolished** Calef. The latter 
speaks of tlie victims, as having been hanged, 
one after another. The Reviewer says, the mode 
of execution was to have them " swung off at 
*' ODce;** and further uses tliis arfpment : " Calef 
** himself furnishes us with evidence that audi 
" was the practice in Salem, where eight persona 

were hanged thirty-six days later. Heaa^ 
After t& execution, Mr. Moyes, turning mm 

* to the bodifli, Mid— Whai a aid tld^g it it to 
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•«« tee eigbt flrdmuicb of Hell banging there.* "*; 
The arsuDMait i«» eigbt were haDging there to- 

ether, arter the eiecution ; therefore, they moat 
re been Bwcing off at the fame moment ! 

Hus ia a kind of reasoning with whidi — to 
adopt Mathcr*8 eicpression in describi^ diabolieal 
borrora, capital triak, and condemnations to 
death — ^we are ** entertained^ throughout bj the 
Renewer. The truth is, we bare no particular 
knowledge of the machiiiciy, or its operations, at 
these ezecutiona. A '* halter,** a ''ladder,** a 
'* gallows,** a ** hangman,** are ipoken of. The 
expression used for the final act is, ** tumad off.** 
There is no shadow of evidence to oontiadict 
Calef. The probabilities seem to be against the 
auppodtion of a structure, on a scale so large, aa 
to dlow room for eight personji to be turned off 
at once. The outstretching branches from laige 
trees, on the borders of the clearing, would have 
served the purpose, and a ladder, connected with 
a simple frame, might have been passed from tree 
to tree. 

The Regicides, thirty years before, had been ex- 
ecuted in England., in the method Calef under- 
stood to have been used here. Hugh Peters was 
carried to execution with Judge Cook. Tlie lat- 
ter suffered first ; and when Peters ascended the 
ladder, turning to the officer of the law, he ut- 
tered these memorable words, exhibiting a state 
of the faculties, a grandeur of bearing, and a 
force and felicity of language and illustration, all 
the circumstances considered, not surpassed in 
the records of Christian heroism or true do- 
quence : '* 8ir, you have shun one of the servanta 
** of Ood, before mine eyes, and have made me 
*'to behold it, on purpose to terrify and dia- 
** courage me; but Ood hath made itanordi- 
" nance uuto me, for my strengthening and en- 
'^couragcment** 

While the trials were going on, Mather made 
use of his pulpit to influence the public mind, al* 
ready wn)Ught up to frenzy, to grrcater heights of 
fanatidsm, by portraying, in hU own peculiar 
style, the out- breaking battle between the Churdi 
and the DeviL On the day before Burrougha, 
who was regarded as the head of the Cliurch, and 
General of the forces, of 6»tan, was brought to 
the Bar, Mather preached a Sermon from the text, 
Mev. xii.y 12. ** Wo to the inhabiters of the earth, 
''and of the 8ea! for the Devil is come down 
'*unto yuu, having great wrath, because he 
'* knoweth he bath but a short time.** It is thick- 
ly interspersed with auch passages aa these: 
*'Now, at last, the Devils are, (if I may so 
'* speak), in Perton come down upon us, with 
" such a wrath, aa is most justly muehy and will 
'* quickly be More^ the astonishment of the world.** 
''There is little room for hope, that the great 
" wrath of the Devil will not prove the ruin of 
" oar poor New England, in particalir. I bo- 




"Bevo there never waanpoer 

«*p«inaed by the wrath of tho ~D«fil thaa mt 

"poor New England.** *' Wc m^ tn^y H^f, fVs 

** ths Atfitr and power of ^nrkmmt, 

" the wrath be so cr^t, the timt k bat 

'* when we are |Kr] «»7..i irith tho wrath ai Am 

"Devil, the word vt rnr ood, al the aaflw tisM^ 

" onto ua,ia that in iet'm. xri. iO. *Tk»G^tf 

" ' I%ae$ ikall hmiae Satan umitr jfmirfmi Ami 

"*^.* Shortly, didst thou aay, dcnrcat Loidf O 

** l^ladsome word! Amen, evca lo, eooso Lovdl 

'*LordJesua, eomequkklyl WeahaUnewbt 

"rid of thia troubleaooie Devil, till dMMi do eoHM 

" to diain hun np.**— W^misn^ ate. 

There ia much hi the SermoB that vdnln to Am 
dna of the people, generaUy, and aonse aUosioaa 
to the difficultiea tbit enooropaM the aobjeel of 
diabolical appeaiancea ; but the witdMraft ia ftk 
lom is portrayed in colot% which none hot a ttor- 
ough believer in all that waa tbeve braooht tofw 
ward, could applv ; the whole traia of iocaa and 
exhortatiooa is aJculatcd to inflame the 
tiona and posRions of the people ; and II k 
by " An hortatory and neeessaiy Addnaa to n 
"country now extiaordiaailly aianni*d bj tfw 
" Wrath of the DeviL** InthiaAddrMshegaei^ 
at length, into the horriblo wItdMiafI al Bali 
ViUage. •* Such,** save he, "k the dcaooft of 
"the Devn, at thk day, mm ovadfci^ tkift I 
*' may truly teU you, the waUaof thei^oleifotld 
" are broken down. He enumerate^ aa n odoa h i- 
edly true, in deUU, all that waa said Iqr the "ai- 
"flicted chfldren** and '*ooaicssni« wftctaL** 
He aaya of the reputed witdiea: " Tmj eadi cf 
^ them have thdr spectres or devBa, comihlMioaed 
*' by them, and representing of them, to be the 
" engines of their malice.** Sodb expreamma M 
these are scattered over the pagva, " wicfced 
"tree,** "diabolical spectres,*^'* owaen cf 
"tree.** " spectre*^ handa.** " apectial liook.** 

And ye^ it ia stated, by the Reviewer, tkift 
If atlier waa q)posed to afjectnd evideaee, and do> 
uouiKxd it ! He gave currency to It, In Uw popi^ 
lar faith, during the whole period, while the 
trials ai d executiona were gmng on, more thaa 
any other man. 

He preached another Sermon, of thei 
entitled. The Devil Dieeovtred. 

After the trials by the Special Oowt ^w« w*w, 
and that body had lieen f orbkld«n to meet on tfM 
day to w*iich it had adjcmmed, he add na s ed an- 
other letter to John Richarda, one of ita aMaben^ 
dated *' Dec. 14t)i, 1692,** to be foond hi the MmA- 
er l\»per»^ p. 597 . It is a ehaiadoiatle doo* 
oment, and, in aome |)dnta of view, oooBcnd- 
able. Ita purpose was to indnce RSchaida toeon- 
aent to a measure he waa dcairona of introdockif 
into hk pastoral admims^ratkn, to whM Skkp 
arda and one other member of hk Chwdi hod 



•dTiBoe of hh timci^ in libenHtj of TSewi» vdat- 
ing to dcnumiiuitioDal oMtten^ He dctired to 

. open thedoor to the Ordinanoei, porticoUilj Bap- 
tbm, wider than was the prevalent uractioeL He 
urges his sentiments upon Richard^ in earnest and 
fitting tones; but resorts, also, to flattering, and 
what may be called coaxing, tunes. He calls him. 
"My ever- honored Richards,** "* Dearest Sir;** 
** my dear 3Iajor,** and reminds him of the pal>]ic 
and constant support he had given to his official 
conduct: "I have signalized my perpetual re- 
^ spects before the whole worlo.^ In this letter, 
he refers to the Salem witchcraft proeecotionB, 

I and pronounces unqualified approval and high 
encomiums upon Richards^s share in the proceed- 
ings, as one of the Judges. tXXJod has made 
** more than an ordinary uap^^ yiHir honorable 
'* hand,"" in " the extinguisUbg "^ of '' that horri- 
'* ble witchchraf t,"" into which** the Devils have 
*' been bafidzing so inany of our miserable neigh- 
^ bors.^ This language b hardly com istent with 
n serious, sulistantial, consideimble, or indeed 
with any, disapprobation of the proceedings of 
the Court. 
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OOTTOX XATHEK's AOCOUltT OF TBB THIALS. 

I eom • now to the examination of matters of 
interest and importance, not only as illustrating the 

rt acted by Slather in the witchcraft affair, iiut 
as bearing upon the public history of the Prov- 
ince of luasachusetts Bay, at that time. 

The reader is requested carefully to examine 
the following letter, addressed l>y Cotton blather 
to Stephen Sewall, Clerk of the Court at Salem. 

** Boston, Sept. 20. 1602. 
** IIt dear akd mt tert obligixo St kphex , 

** It is my hap, to bee continually * * * with all 
** sorts of objections, and objectors against the * * 
^ work now doing at Salem, and it is my further 
^ good hap, to do some little Service for God and 
** you, in mjr encounters. 

^ But, that I may lie the more capable to asnst, 
^ in lifting up a standard against the infernal en- 
^ emy, I must renew ray most impoiitckatb re^ 
** <{t:E8T, that would please quickly to perform, 
** what 3'ou kindly promised, of giving me a nar- 
^ ratiVe of the evidence given in at tlie trials of 
'* half a dozen, or if you please, a dozen, of the 
**' principal witches, that have liei^n condemned. 
** I know *twiU cost you some time ; but when 
** you are sensible of the iK-nefit that will follow, 
**! know you will not think much of tliat 
^ cnst, and my ou-n willingness to ex)>iise myself 
^ unto the utmost for the defence of my friends 
^ vrith you, makes me presume to plead some- 
** thing of merit, to be considered. 



** ed namtivn fay way of letter to me, or aft kaat^ 
^ let it not eome without a letter, wherein you 
** shall, if you can, intimate over again, what you 
^* have sometimes told me, of the awe, which k 
^ upon the hearts of your Juries, with * * * unto 
^ the validity of the spectral evidencea. 

*' Please also to * * * some of your observationt 
^ about the confcssoni, and the ovdibility of 
** what they assert; or alxmt tilings evidently pm- 
** tematuml in the witchcrafts, and whatever else 
^ you may account an entertainment, f or an in- 
**quisitive person, that entirely lovea you. and 
*' Salem. Kay, though I will never lay asiae the 
^ character which I mentioned in my last words, 
^ yet, I am willing that, when you write, you 
^ should imagine me as obstinate a Sadduoee i 
" and witch-advocate, as an^ among us : addrem 
**me as one that believed mything reasonable; 
^ and when yon have so knocked me down, in a 
^ spectre so unlike me, you will enable me to 
** box it about, among my neighbors, till it oome, 
^ I know not where at last 

**' But assure younelf, as I shall not wittingly 
^ make what you write prejudicial to any worthy 
^design, which those two excellent persons, Mr. 
*' Hale and Mr. Nove^ may have in hand, so 
*' you shall fln.t that I shall be, 

** Sir, your grateful friend, 

C. Mathkr.** 



'* P. 8. That which very much strengthens the 
** charms of the request, which this letter makes 
**you, is that his Excellency, the Governor, laid 
** his positive commands U)xm me to desire this 
*' favor of you ; and the truth is, there are some 
'* of his circumstances with reference to this af- 
*' fair, which I need not mention, that call for 
**the expediting of your kindness, lindneu, I 
** say, for such it will be esteemed, as well by 
'* him, as by your servant, C. Mather.** 

The point, on which the Reviewer raises an ob- 
jection to the statement in m> 1xK)k, in reference 
to this letter, is, as to the antecedent of *' it," in 
tlie expression, *' box it about** The opinion I 
gave was that it referred to the document re- 
qureted to be sent by Sewall. The Reviewer says 
it rcfeia to ** a SjMxnre,** in the preceding line, or 
as he expresses it, '* the fallen Spectre of Saddu- 
•* cecism." Every one can judge for himbelf on 
ins|)ection of the pa^^age. After all, it is a mere 
quibbling about words, for the meaning remains 
substantially the same. Indeed, that which he 
gives is more to my pur))ose. Let it go, that 
Mather desired tlic document, and intended to 
use it, to break do^vn all objectors to the work 
then doing in Salem. WHioever disapproved of 
such [iroceedings, or intimated any doubt con- 
cerning the popular notions about witchcraft, 
were allied **Sadduceea and witch-advocates.*' 



''I ahall be oootcDli if yoa di»w up the dmr- \ These tcnna were used by Mather, oa all oeoip 
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Boni, M marks of opproUam, to stigmatiie and 
make odious sach persons. If tbey could once be 
silenoed, witclicraft demonstnitioiis and proseco- 
tions miglit be continued, witbout impedimcDt or 
restraint, tintil they sliould " come,*' no one could 
tell '* where, at last.*" **The fallen Sixctre of. 
" Sadduceeism ^ was to be the tniphy of Mather's 
Tictory ; and Scwairs letter was to be the wcauMi 
to lay H low. / 

Each of the paragraphs of this letter demon- 
strates the position Mather occupied, and the put 
he had taken, in tlie tramactions at Salem. Mr. 
Hale had acted, up to this time, earnestly with 
Noyes and Parris ; and the letter shows that Math • 
er had the symfiathies and the interests of a co- 
operator with them, and in their '* designs.^ 
Every \yenon of honorable feelings can judge for 
himself of the suggestion to Sewall, to be a part- 
ner in a false representation to the public, by ad- 
dressing Blather '* in a spectre so unlilce'* him~ 
that is, in a character whkh he, Sewall, knew, as 
well as Mather, to l>e wholly contrary to tiie 
truth. Blinded, actire, and vehement, as the 
Clerk of the Court had been, in carrying on the 
prosecutions, it is gratifying to find reason to con- 
clude that he was not so utterly lost to self-respect 
as to comply with the Jesuitical request, or lend 
himself to any such false connivance. 

The letter was written at the height of the fury 
of the delusion, immediately upon a Session of 
the Court, at which all tried had been condemn- 
ed, eight of whom suffered two davs after its 
date. Any number of others were under sentence 
of death. The letter was a renewal of **a most 
•• importunate request." 

I cite it, here, at this stage of the examination 
of the subject, particularly on account of the post- 
script Every one has been led to sup|)ose tliat 
** His Excellency, the Governor," who had laid 
such *' positive commands" upon Mather to obtain 
thede^red document from Sewall, was Sir William 
Phips. The avowed puri>ose of Mather, in seek- 
ing it, was to put it into circulation— to ** box it 
'* about " — thereby to produce an effect, to the 
putting down of Sadduceeism, or all further op- 
pojtition to witchcraft prosecutions. He, undoubt- 
edly, contemplated making it a part of his book, 
the Wonders of the InthihU Worlds printed, 
the next year, in London. The statement made 
by him always was, that he wrote that book in 
compliance with orders laid upon him to that ef- 
fect by " His Excellency, the Governor." The 
imprimatur, in conspicuous type, in front of one 
of the editions of the book, is " Published by the 
*' special command of his Excellency, the Gov- 
*" emor of the Province of the MassachusetU Bay 
"* in New England." 

On the sixteenth of September, Sir William 
Phips had notified the Council of his goins to the 
fliitwaid; and that body was ad joomed to the 



foarteenth of Oddbar. Ttmm Ma hMtmA 

rmptness, and tha p f csal ng aigeaciy ci aftte 
the netghborbooa of the Kennebec^ k ia to b» 
presumed that he left immediately; and, •• H waft 
expected to be a longer absence than osiial, it cap 
hardly be doubted tbit, as on the lb«t of AwMt^ 
he formally, by a written instrmDent, pawBd tha 
Government over to Stooghtun. At any rati^ 
while he was away from his Pruv i nca pivipcr, tiM 
De|>nty necessarily acceded to the Exei»tifia ine- 

tiOQB. 

In tha Sewall Diaiy we find tba fbHowiaf : 
^'Sett.SI. a petition is sent to Tows, in b^Sf 
*' of Dorcas Hoar, who now eonf essea. Aeeovd- 
*'ingly, an order is sent to the Sheriff to fofbear 
'* her execution, notwithstandiitt tier beiaff in tiM 
*' Warrant to die to-morrow. Tim is tha fiat cob- 
^ demned person who liaa coofcsaid.'* 

The granting of this reprieve waa an aie c ml ft 
act, that would seem to have bdnoged to tiba 
functions of the pencio filling tha oAea of Gcf?- 
emor; and Phios being absent, it coiddo^yhafo 
been performea by Sfoo^ton, and alMwa, thsw 
fore, that he, at that tmM, acted aa GovaiBor. 
As such, he waa, bt coBtom and ctiqnelti^ ad- 
dressed— *' His Exc^enqr." Tbe next day, aiglil 
were executed, four of them liaving bacn ae»- 
tenced on the ninth of September, and fov cm 
tho seventeenth, which waa on Sataidiqr* Tha 
whole eight were included, asia to iia iBfierrad 
from the foregoing entry, and is otherwise Itnow^ 
in the same Warrant, whidi could not, tiiefefon^ 
have been made out before the nineteentli. na 
next day, Matlier wrote the letter to Sewall; amd 
the language, in its Postscript, may liave reCenad 
to Stoughton; particularly this claaae ; ^Tlian 
** are some of his circumstanoes, witli l affff o a 
'Vto this affair." As Phips had, fttMn tha tat, 
left all the proceedings with the Chief-JvBtiM^ 
who had presided at all the triak, and wa^ fa^ 
universal acknowledgment. fspectaUy ■TTfHift fi t 
for all the proceedings and roralta, tlM wpfda cf 
Mather are much more applicable to 
tlian to Phipa. 

Upon receiving these '* impoitunata 
from 31ather, proposing such a form Ci twifj la 
be used in sudi a way, Sewall thouKfat -k beat la 
adopt the course indicated in the folkmiiMr aatiyy 
in the Diary of his brother, the Judge: ** Tkua a 
*' DAT, Seft. 23, 1691 Willuun Stovtthfoo, Kiq., 
*' John Hathonie, Esq., Mr. Cotton Matter, and • 
''Capt. John Higginson, with my brother flt' 
*' were at our house, speaking about pohKabfaif 
*' some trials of the witches.** 

It appears that Stephen Sewall, inrtead ci an- 
swering blather's letter in writing; went finely 
to Boston, accompanied by Hathorna and H|f- 
ginson, and met Mather and Sto^ghlon aft ma 
house of the Judge. Ko other Minlslar nai 
present; and Judge Sawall waa mat Mattalipo- 
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riddoner. Itie wMe matttf «m there talked 
)Ter. Tbe project Hither had kMOi oontem- 
waa matared ; and arrmngeflMnta made 
with Stephen Bewail, who had them in hia coa- 
todjr, to tend to 3Iather the Reooida of the 
Iriala; and, thoa provided, he proceeded, with- 

; oat farther dtJaj, in obedience to the commands 
laid npon him bj ^ his Eza^llency,^ to prepare 

■ forthefirca^ Tks Womd§r9ofiheIn9imhU World, 
which waa deaigned to aend to the ahadea, ** Bad- 
** oceeiam,** to extirpate *' wttch-adYoGat«a,^ and to 
leave the coorae clear for the indefinite eontina- 
ance of the proaecationa, until, aa Stoughton ei- 
pieaMdlit, **tlie Ixnd waa dcaied** of all witchea. 
Tbe preaence of the Oepaty-goTcmor, at thia 
prlTote conference, ahowa the prominent part he 
bore in the movement, and curroboratea, what ia 
inferrible from the datea, that he waa ^ Hb Ez^ 
**• odlency, the Governor,^ referred to in the doe- 
amenta connected with thia tranaactioa. Itia 
obaerrable, bj tbe way, that the referencei are 
alwaja to tbe official cbaracter and title, and not 
W the name of the peiton, whether Phipa or 
"ton. 

. ^ Tiam^ the book, written 

t forward, nnder tbeae circumatancea 
and for tbi» parpuee. It contains mach of wbich 
I shall avail myself, to illustrate the poaitioo and 
fSb» Tiewa of Mather, at the time. The length 
td which this article is extended, by tbe method I 
bare adopted of quoting documenta so fully, is 
r^ljgretted; but it seems necessary, in order to 
meet tbe interest that baa been awakened in the 
subject, by the article in VtntJforth American Be- 
view, to make the enquiiy aa thorough as possible. 
Only a part of the work ia devoteid to the main 

Surpose for which it waa ostensibly and avowedly 
esigntfd. That I shall first notion It is intro 
ducml as follows : ^ I ahall no longer detmn my 
'^reader from bis expected entertainment, in a 
^ brief account oi the THala which have posaed 
^ upon aome of tbe Halefactora lately executed 
" at Salem, for tbe witchcraf ta whereof they stood 
^ convicted. For my own part, I was not prea- 
'^ ent at any of them ; nor ever h:)d I any per- 
'^sonal prejudice at tbe persons thus brou^t 
** npon the Stage ; much less, at the aurviving re- 
** miona of tbose persons, with and for whom I 
** would be aa heartv a mourner, as any man liv- 
'^ing in tbe world: The Lord comfort themf 
*' hSt having received a command ao to do, I can 
** do no other than shortly relate the chief Mat- 
** ters of Fact, which occurred in tbe trials of 
** aome that were executed ; in an abridgement 
** collected out of the Court Btpert, on this oc- 
** casion pot tato my hands. You are to take the 
** Truth, just aa it wmL^-^WotuUro of tho i»- 
9i$iUe World, p, Si. 

He ainglea oat five caaea and dedareaj^^ I report 
** mattersinotaaaD ^fMateybataaan 



▲fter fuither prefacing Ua acoooot, by idii- i 
ing, A tmodom taatAiiM of Witekoo, diaoectroi ' 
and eomdemmtd, in a triml brforo tkmt eMbrmtod 
Judffo, Sir Matthom JIals, he comea to the trial 
of George Burroogba. He apreada out, withoat ' 
reaerve, the afiectral evidence, given in thb as la 
all tbe caaea, and without the least intimation of 
objection from himself, or any one elae, to ita be- 
ing Mdmittsd, aa, *' with other things to render it 
*' credible ^ enough for the purpose of conviction. 
Any one reading hia account^ and aft the same 
Ume examining the documenta on file, will be 
able to appreciate how far be was justified In 
Mying« that he reported it In tbe apirit of an hla- 
torian rather than an advocate. 

Let.oa.fi 
'Hnto hia h^n^y," ^ mounted to ; t W* ^'^ ***^" 
m the filea. 

" The DcpualUun of Simon ITnUard^ aged aboot 
** 42 year*, aaitb : I being at Saoo, in the year 1«80, 
** some in Capt Ed. Sargent's garrison wereapeak* 
" ing of Mr. George Burrougto hia great atrength^ 
'* saying he could take a bamd of molasece oat of 
** a canoe or boat, alone; and that hooould take It 
** in bis handa, or anna, out of the canoe or boat» 
** and carry it, and aet it on the shore; and Mr. 
'* Burrougba being there, said that he had carried 
'* one barrel of molasses or cider out of a canoc^ 
" that had like to have done him a diapleasure ; 
** said Mr. Burrougba intimated, as if be did not 
** want strength to do it, but tbe disadvantage of 
**the shore was such, that, bb foot dipping 
**in the aand, he had liked to have stndned hia 

**!»" 
Willard waa nncettain whether Bnrroaghs had 

stated it to be molasses or cider. John Brown 
testified about a *' l>arrel of dder.^ Burrougba 
denied the atatement, aa to the molasses, thereby 
impliedly admitting that he had ao carried a bar- 
rel of dder. 

Samuel Webber testified that, seven or dght 
yeara before, Burrougba told him that, by put- 
ting his fingers into the bang of a barrel of 
molamea, he had lifted it up, and ** carried It 
'* round bim, and set it down aoaln.** 

Parris, in hia notes of tbts triu, not in the files, 
aaya that ** Capt. Wormwood testified about the 
'* gun and the molassea** But tbe papers on file 
give the nameaa ** Capt Wm Wormall,'" and rep- 
resents that he, referring to the gun, '* swore ** 
that he, ** saw George Burroughs laise it fh>m 
*' tbe ground.^ His testimony, with this excep- 
tion, was merbly confirmatory, in general terma, 
of another deposition of Simon Willard, to the 
effect, that Burrougba, in explanation of one of 
the stories about hia mat atrength, showed him 
how be held a gun of '* about seven foot lierrd,*' 
by taking it ** in his hand bebind the lock," 
and holding It out; WllUrd further stating thai 
he did not see him "hold It oot then, ** and tbuft 
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h«, WnUrd, K> UkiaK the gnn witb both bud*, 
eoiildmt b«Id itont loog enonghto Ukedgfat. 
Tbc IcMimoDT, throariioat, wai thm looae and 
coDfllctlng, alnoat wnollf mere beamf, of nc 
ralae, lo^callr or leg&lljr. All th*t wu really 
proved beiog what Barronglu mdnltted, tbat i^ 
■■ to Uw doer. 

But, in tbc EtaleiDoit made l<; bim to Willard, 
at Satts ai depoMd by tbc latter, he mentioned a 
drcnnutance, nsmelj', the itraiDing of hia leg, 
(rbich, if not tniF, could eaiilj' hare hern din- 
proved, lliitt [lemonttrati-d the effort to baTe bceo 
made, atid the feat accompliahed, ^y Ihf "•'"—' 
ei erciae of mmcnlar power. If preternatoral 
force luwl ilflMI hilU7 it would hare bceo inp- 



eibibltiuM of atrength aacrilfed to Borroaghi 
were proofs of diabolical asaialaocei and demon- 
•trationa that he ifaa gnillf of the crime of 
witchcraft, Uathcr **;■ "be w»» • rery pnnj 
. '*maD, fet he had often done things Smjudo IIm 
" atrength of a giant." There i> nothing to Jot- 
tit j the application of the word ' ' pony " to bin, 
except tbat be w*i of small stature. Buch per- 
•ona are often rcr; strong. (Bui rougba had, from 
bia college day*, been note^nr gymnastic eier- 
□an/ Tlterc 1* nothing, I repeat, to justify tbe 
nae 01 tbe word, by Ualher, id the lense bie de- 
abrned to conTey, of bodily weakneM. 
/^Iie truth if, tbat his eitnuirdinary mmcnlar 
/power, •* exhibited in Mcb feat* u llfiiog 
* tbe bairrl of dder, was tlie topic of neighbor- 
hood talk! and there waa macb TSiiation, as I* 
uanl'n'^ch cases, some baring it a batrcl of 
cider, and some, of molasses. Tliere is, among 
the Cuut papen, a Mimorandtm, in Mr. 
Qtorg* BuTTwvglu trial, btridt* Ua wriKea 
nidtnat. One item ia the testimony of 
Thomas Evaoa, "that be carried oat LiarreU of 
"molasan, meat, Sx., out of a canoe, whilst his 
"mate went to tbe fort fOT hands to hidpout 
" wjth." Here we see another Tariatioo of tbu 
tfoij. The amount of it is, that, while the mate 
Ihonght assietiince needed, and went to get it, 
Bomingha concloded to do tlie worit him^Tf, [ tf 
/DC^ruoner had been allowed Counsel ; or any 
/discernment been left io tbe Judges, the whde at 
Ithl* eridence would have been thrown out of 
I account, as wittiuut foundation and friTolous 
in ita clinractgr| yet Increase Mather, wbo wa* 

S resent, was entirely carried away with it, and 
eclared tbat, ttpon it atone, if on the Bench or 
in tbe Jmy-box, he would have coniicted tbe 

wbeUtB the 
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it la quite doaUfnl, howi 
■boTe testimony of Erans waw e*"" "^ ■■ *■" 
trial ; tor the next clause, in tbe same paragraph, 
bSarah Wilson'a confeasioD, that: "The night 
.<^b«far* Mr. BotTongha waa execnicd, there wu 



" a great meeting of tbewitchea, nigbBaigaaat 
" Ciiandlera, tbat lit. Barroogh* waa Ihere, and 
" tbcy had the sactament, and after tb^ had 
" dune, he took leare, and bid them stand Id 
" their fniih. and not own any tbing. Hanha 
"Tyler uitb the same witb EUiafa WOson, and 
"several othetm." 

The testimony of tbeee two oonfnsing wltdM^ 
" and eeieial iithcn." relating, a* it did, to wbat 
was allpged to hsTe happened " Ibe nigbt hefora 
" Mr. Bnrrouyhs was eiecuted," could not hm 
hciQ given at his tilal, nur nnril after hi* death. 
Yet, as but three other confi?»ing witdMi are ntcB- 
li'ined in tbe Bles of this case, Mstber must hav* 
relied Upon tbia Hcmorandum to make Dp tbe 
"eight" said, by him. to bate tntifled, " in tbe 
" prosecution of the charge " against Bnrrougb*. 
Hale, misled, perhaps, by the Memorandum, n^ 
■'— indefinite exprMsinn "sereu or eight." 



To go back to the barrel Hr. Borrouglw lifted. ' 
have stated the suhgtance of the whde teatl- 
mony reluting to the point. Uather characterim 
it, (bus, in his report of the trial : ■• There wm 
"evidence likewise brought in, that be jnada ^. 
" QuiJiiiig at taking up whole linrrvls. filled with i^ 
"molasses or cider, in very disadvantageous po- 
"si'ioTiB, and carrying them off. tbroggb the moat 
" difficult places, out of a canoe to the shore." 

He made up this atatement. aa it* sabatBDO* 
lod phrsseolugy sbon-, from Willaid'a depodtioa, 
then lying liefure him. In bis ose of that part of 
the evideuce, in particular, as of the wbola ctI- 
dence, gecerally, ibe reader can Jodge wbetbs 
be eibibiied the spirit of an historian or of aa 
■dvocate; and whether there waa any thing to 
juGlify bis elpresBinn, "made nolbing of." 
'-y one Bcrutiniiing~lBe~eThtnree, Ivhidw 
^e to say, was allowed to come in on a trbu 
itcbcrBll, reladng Io alleged misundentand- 
letn-een Burroughs and bis two wivea, i»- 
[1 in an alipDali'in between him and somecf 
the relations uf tbc last, will aee tbat it amount* 
to nothing more Iban (he scandals incident to im- 
bitlered parish quarrels, and inevitably engt^er- 



nr " historian," in his report of the c 
Now Q. R had been infomona, for the ijar- 
barous usage of his twft sncoeesive wivea, all 
the country o»«r." '] 

In my book, in connection with anotbo' ideee 

of evidence in tbe papcia, given, like that of Uia 

ifKsiDg witches just referred to, long aflv 

-""gha's execution, 1 expressed iorprfae that 

■gularity of patting sucb teatimooj aakM|; 



tlie docmBfnU Mooging to tbctrUI, ftcAped the 
notice of Hntdiineoii, ctuineiit jariit as he wee, 
and elto of Celel The Rerlewer rqiresente thk 
renuurkesoneof mj ^ rtry grave and oDBiipported 
*^ charges against the honesty of Cotton XIather/* 
I said nothing about blather in connection with 
that pointy Irat eipreased strong dirapprubation 
of the coiid*ict of the ofiicbl |)erM>ns who pro- 
cared the deposition to be made, and of those 
having the custody of the papers. The Review- 
er, imagining that my oenKure was levelled at 
Mather, and resolved to defend him, through 
thidc and thin, denies that the document in ques 
ttoB was ^ surreptitiously foisted in.^ But there 
it was, when M^tlier had the pupers, and there 
it now is, — ^iu date a month after Burroughs was 
in his rocky grave. The Reviewer says that if I 
had looked to the end of Matlier*s notice of the 
document, or observed the brackets in whi':h it 
was enclosed, 1 would have eeen tliat l^Iather says 
that the paper was not used at the trial. I stated 
the fact, expressly, and gave Mather*s explanation 
** that tlie man was overpersuaded by others to be 
**• nut of the way upon Oeorge Burrou'^hs's trial ^ 
[ti. 300, SOS.] I found no fault with Mather, in 
connection with the paper ; and am not an:(wera- 
ble, at all, lor the snarl in which the Reviewer*s 
mind has become entangled, in his eagemeBS to 
assail my Imok. 

I ask a little further attention to this matter, 
because it aff«»rds an illustration of Mather*s sin 
gular but characteristic, method of putting 
things, often deceiving others, and sometimei^ 
perhaps^ liimself. I quute the paragraph from 
his repevt of the trial of Borrougbs, in the Wvn- 
dsr$ 0/ tke Iutmbl0 Wwld. p. 64: *' There 
**were two testimonies, that O. R with only 
^ patting the fore-finger of his riglit hand into 
** the muzzle of an heavy cun, a fowling-piece of 
^ about six or seven foot ban^, did lift up the 
** gun, and hold it out at arms end ; a gun which 
^ the deponent^ thimgh strong men, could not. 
** w4th both hands^ lift up, and hold out, -at the 
^ butt end, as is usuaL Indeed, one of these wit- 
^* nesses was overpersuaded by some i^ersons to 
^ be out of the way, u|ion O. B's. trial ; but he 
^ came afterwards, with sorrow for bis wittidraw ;. 
" and gave in hid testimony ; nor were either of 
** these witnesses made use of as evidences in the 
"trial" 

The Reviewer says that Mather included the 
above paragarph in ** Imckets,^ to apprise the 
nttidLer that the evidence, ro whidi it relates, was 
not given at the trial It is true that the brack- 
ets are found in the Boiton edition; but they 
are omitted, in the London edition, of the same 
year, 1693. If it was thought expedient to pre- 
vent misunderstanding, or preserve the appear- 
ance of fairness, here^ £e precaution was not pro- 
Tided Icr the £b|^ reader, Hewaakfttom- 



celve the impresrion from the opening worda, 
** there were two testim-iniea,** that th^ were giv- 
en at the trial, and to run the luck of having it 
removed by the latter part of the paragraph. 
The whole thing ia so stated as to mystify and 
obscure. There were ** t^»o ^ testimonies ; ** iwe** 
is said not to have been presented ; and then, that 
neither was presented. The reader, not knowing 
wliat to make of it, is liable to carry off nothing 
distinctly, except that, somehow, ** there were tea- 
** Uroonies** brought to bear against Burroughs; 
whereas not a syllable of it came before the Court 

Never going out of my way to criticise Cotton 
Mather, nor breaking the thread of mv story for 
that purpose, I did not, in my lKX>k, call attention 
' to this paragraph, as to its bearing upon him, but 
the strange use the Reviewer has made of it 
against me, com|)elsits examination, in detail 

What right had Mather to insert this itaragraph, 
at all, in his report of the trial of George fiiur- 
roughs ? It refers to extra judicial and gratuitoui 
statementa that had nothing to do with the trial, 
made a month after Burroughs had pasted out of 
Court abd out of the world, beyond the readi of 
all tribunals and all Magistrates. It was not true 
that ^ there were taro testimonies^ to the facts 
alleged, at ik€ trial^ which, and which alone, 
Mather was professing to report. It is not a suf- 
ficient justification, that he contradicted, in the 
last clame, wliat he said in the first. This was 
ooe of Mather*s artifices, as a writer, protecting 
himself from responsibility, while leaving an im- 
prbssion. 

Mather says there were *' Iipp" witnesses of the 
facts alleged in the paragraph. Upon a cuefnl 
re-examination of the papers on fille, there ap- 
pears to have been only 01M, in support of it. It 
stands solely on the single deposition of Thomas 
Greenslitt, of the fifteenth of September, 1698. 
The depcment mentions two other persons, by 
name, ** and. some others that are dead,** who wit- 
nessed the exploit. But no evidence was given 
by them ; and the muzzle stoiy, according to the 
papers on file, stands upon the depositionof Oreens- 
litt alone. The paragraph gives the idea that 
Greenslitt put himself out of the way, at the time 
of the trial of Burroughs ; but there is reason to 
believe that he lived far down in the eastern 
country, and subsequently came voluntarily to Sa- 
lem, fnmi his distant home, to be present at the 
trial of hb mother. The deposition was obtained 
from him in the period between her condemna- 
tion and execution. The motives that may have 
led the prosecutors to think it important to pro- 
core, and the probable inducement that led him 
to give, the deposition are explained in my book 
[ti. 298], GreensliU states that ** the gun was of 
** six-foot barrel or thereabouta.** Mather reports 
him as saying ** about six or seven foot burel'' 
The aooount of the trial of Buiroai^ Xtatn^ 



cmt^ b diMged with extreme prejndioe tniiMt 
thePrifloner; and the climracterof tbeerideDce 
it exaggerated. 

One uf the witneasee, in the trial of Bridget 
Bishop, rcbited a variety of mishaiie, rach as the 
fttumping of the off-wheel of his cart, the brealc- 
ing of the gcare, and a general cxMning to pieces 
of the harMSS and vehicle, on one occasion ; and 
his not bdng abl«>, on tinuthcr, to lift a bag of 
corn as ensly as usual ; and he ascribed it all to 
the witchery of tlie Prisoner. Matlier gives his 
statement, concluding tlius : ** 3Iany otiier pranks 
** of this Bishop tliis deiMincnt was ready to tea- 
*• tify." He endorses every thing, liowever alwurd, 
especially if rcstinc on 8})cctral evidence, as abso- 
lute, unquestionable, and demonstrated facts. 

Nothing was proved against tl)e moral character 
of Susannah Martin ; and nothing was brought to 
bear upon her, Imt the most ridiculous and shame- 
ful tales of blind sui^enttition and malignant 
credulity. The extraordinary acumen and force 
of mind, however, exhil>ited in her defence, to 
the discomfiture of the ezaminins ^la^istrates 
and Judges, excited tlieir wrath ana that of all 
concerned in the prosecution. Mather finishes 
the account of her trial in these words : ** Notb. 
** This woman was one of the most impudent 
** scurrilous, wicked creatures in the world ; and 
** she did now, throughout her whole trial, dis- 
*' cover herself to be such an one. Yet when she 
*' was asked what she had to say for herself, her 
** chief plea was, * that she had led a most vinu- 
*' ^ousand holy life.' ''—Wonden, eet. 126. 

Well might he, and all who acted in bringing 
this remarkable woman to her death, have been 
exasperated against her. 81ie will be remembered, 
in perpetual history, as having risen superior to 
them all, in intellectual capacity, and as having 
utterly refuted the whole system of spectral doc- 
trine, upon which her life and the lives of all the 
othera were sacrificed. Looking towards ** the 
"sdSlicted children,*' who had sworn that her 
ipectre tortured them, the ^lagistrate asked, 
** How comes your appearance to hurt these ? " Her 
answer was, ** How do I know? He that appeared 
** in the shape of Samuel, a glorified Saint, may 
** appear in any one^s shape." 

It is truly astonishing that l^lather should have 
•elected the name of Elizabeth How, to be Md 
up to abhorrence and classed amon the ** Male- 
** factora.^' It riiows how utterly blinded and 
perverted he was by the horrible delusion that 
** possessed" him. If her piety and virtue were 
of no avail in leading liim to pause in as|iersing 
her memt>ry, by selecting her case to be included 
in the '* black list" of those reported by 
him in his Wondfr$^ one would have thought 
he would have paid some regard to the tea- 
tSmooy of his clerical brethren and to the feel- 
ings of her relatives, embracing many most estim- 
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able familiei. 8be waa UBuif cwBeeSad ufA 
the venerable Minister of Andover. Fhuidi TTiiMt 
and belonged to the family of JaekaoaiL 

There was, and is, among the papen, a laiyt 
body of evidence in her favor, most weighs aad 
decisive, yet Mather makes no aUosloo to It wlMft> I 
ever: although he inott have known ol It, fnm 
outside information at wdl at the ^cc wn e Bt e b»> 
f oie him. Two of the moat respectable 3iOnkl« 
in'the country, PbilUpa and Pavioa of Rowlegr, 
many of her neighbors, men and women, and the 
father of her hnsljand, ninety-fear yean ef agi^ 
testified to her eminent Oiristian graoea, and jmt* 
trayed a picture of female gentlcneii, lovelineii^ 
snd purity, not surpassed in the aimala ef Imt 
sex. The two Clergymen exposed nd ^ttnmnft- 
ed the wickedness of the means that bad bean 
employed to bring the stigma of witchcimft npoa 
her good name. Mather not only withhoMb all 
this evidence, but speaks with apecial Mfti iijim 
of this excellent woman, calling her, over and 
over again, throughout hit whole aocoonl^ ** Thb 
•• How." 

There ia reason to apprehend that mndi emdlgr 

waa practised upon the Priaonera, eipedany to 

force tliem to confess. The ttatementi made 1^ 

John Proctor, in hia letter to the MinSsten^ m 

fully entitled to credit, from hia o^mpeacfaed 

honesty of character, aa well at from the potitioB 

of the persons addr^sed. It la not to be unagin- 

ed, that, at its date, on the twenty-Uiird of Jnlj, 

twelve days before his trial, he would have madf^ 

in writing, such dedarationa to them, had lli^ 

not been true. He says that brutal violenoe waa 

used upon his son to Induoe him to tanUm, Ha 

also states that two of the children of Martha On^ 

rierwere "tied neck and heda, tO) the blood 

** was ready to come out of their noiea.** The 

outrages, thus perpetrated, wHh all the aftrigh^ 

ing infiuences brooffht to bear, prevailed onr 

Carrier's children. Some of them were need aa 

witnesses against her. A little sifl, not ei|^ 

years old, was made to swear that she waa a 

witch ; ttiat her mother, when she waa liz yeaia 

old, niade her so, baptiang her, and oompeUIng 

her ** to set her hand to a TOok«" and carried hv, 

** in her spirit," to afflict people ; that her ttotfier, 

after she was in prison, came to her In the ahapa 

of '*ablack cat ;" and that the cat told her il 

waa her mother. Another of her dilldren tastii- 

ed that he, and still another, a brother, wept 

witches, and had been present, In m^ia^ at 

Witch-sacraments, telling who were tacfe^ and 

where they procured thdr wine. AH tUa 

the mother had to hear. 

Thomaa Carrier, her hosbuid, had, a jeer ar 
two before, been Involved in a'oontromqr aboat 
the boundaries of his lands, la which hard wwda 
had passed. The eneigy ii character, ao abjk* 
Ingly displayed l^ hia wife, at her Biamlnatfa% 
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rendered ber lialile to Iscur eDimoeitke, in tlie 
ooone of a ndghborliood fend. The whole force 
of angry snpcmitkin bad been arrayed againel 
ber ; and die became the object of snuida], bi tbe 
form it tboi was made to aasame, the impntatioo 
of being a witch. Her Minister, Mr. Dane, in a 
strong and bold letter, in defence of his parish- 
iooen, numy of whom bad been accused, says: 
**Tb<ve was a suspicion of Goodwife Carrier 
•• among some of us, before slie was appreliend- 
** ed, I know.^ He avers that he had Hved aliove 
forty years in AndoTer, and liad been much con- 
Tersant with the people, *'at their habitations;** 
thai, hearing that some of his people were inclin- 
ed to indulge in soperstitioos stories, and give 
heed to tales of the kind, he preached a Sermon 
against all such things; and that, since that time, 
he knew of no person that countenanced practices 
of the kind; oonduding his statement in these 
woids: *' So far as I had the understanding of 
** any thing amongst ns, do dedsre, that I lie- 
** liere the reports haTe been scandalous and un- 
"Just, neither will bear tbe light.*' 

Atrocious as were the outrages connected with 
the prosecutions, in 1692. none, it appears to me, 
equalled those committed in the case of Martha 
OuTier. The Magistrates who sat and listened, 
with wondering awe, to such evidence from a lit- 
tle diild agaimit her mother, in the presence of 
that mother, must have been bereft, by the bale- 
ful superstitions of tbe hour, of all natural sensi- 
bility. Tliey countenanced a violation of reason, 
common sense, and the instincts of humanity, too 
borrible to be thought of. 

The unhappy mother felt it in the deep recesses 
of her strong nature. That trait, in the female 
and materoM heart, which, when developed, as- 
sumes a heroic aspect, was Imm^t out in terrific 
power. She looked to the Magistrates, after the 
accusing girls had charged her with having 
'* killed thirteen at Andover,*" with a stem brav- 
ery to which those dignitaries had not been ac- 
customed, and nArakra them : ** It is a shameful 
** thing, that you should mind those follis that 
" are out of th^r wits;** and then, turning to the 
accusers, said, '* You lie, and I am wronged.** 
This woman, like all the rest, met her fate with 
a demeanor that left no room for malice to utter 
a word of disparagement, protesting lier inno- 
cence. Mather witnoseed her execution ; and in 
a memorandum to the report, written in the pro- 
fessed character of an historian, having great 
compassion for ** surviving relatives,** caUs her a 
** rampant hag.** 

Bringing young children to swear away the 
life of their mother, was proljably felt by the 
Jndges to be too great a shock noon natural sens- 
ibilities to he risked again, and they were not pro- 
duced at the trial; but Mather, notwithstanding, 
bad no reluctance to publish the substance of their 



tcakioMmy, ns what tiicy would liave ewoni to If 
called upoB ; and says they wen not put upon the 
stand, because there wae evidence ** enough** 
without tbeoi. 

Such were the reporta of those of the triads, 
which had then taken pUoe, selected by lather 
to be put into the Wcnder$ a/ the Inti$Qi§ 
World, and thus to be ** boxed about^**— to 
adopt the Reviewer's interpretatioii — ^to strike 
down the '* Snectre of Sadduceeism,** that ia, to 
extirpate andbrinff to an end all doubti^ aboot 
witchcraft and all attempts to stop the proaeen- 
tiooa. 

This book was written while the proceedings 
at Salem were at their height, during the very 
month in which sixteen persons had lieen sentene- 1 
ed to death and eisht executed, evidently, from 
its whole tenor, and as tbe Beviewer admits, for 
the purpoae of silencing objectors and doubtei% 
Sadducees and Witch-advocates, before the meet- 
ing of the Court, by adjournment, in the firat 
week of November, to continue— as the Ministers, 
in their iiilsMs, expressed it— their ** sedulous and 
** assiduous endeavoun to defeat the abominable 
** witchcrafta whidi have been committed in tbe 
•• countiy.** 

Little did thoae enncemed, in keeping up tbe 
delusion and probmging the scenes in £e Salem 
Court-house and on Witch-hill, dream that the 
curtain was so soon to fall upon the horrid trage- 
dy and confound him who combmed, in his own 
person, the functions of Governor, Commaoder-in 
chief. President of the Council, Legisktive lead- 
er of the General Court, and Chief-justice of the 
Special Court, and all his aiders and ahettom, lay 
anddcrieal. 
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In addition to the reports of the trials of tbe 
five ** Malefactors,** as Mather calls them, the 
Wanier$ t*f the IntigibU World contains mndi 
matter that heliw us to ascertain the real opin- 
ions, at the time, of ita author, to which justice 
to him, and to all, requires me to ask attention. 
Tbe passsges, to lie quoted, will occupy some 
room; but they will repay the reading, in tbe 
light they shed upon the manner in which sudi 
sulijects were treated in the most accredited liter- 
ature, and infused into the public mind, at that 
day. The style of Cotton Mather, while open to 
the oitidsms genersUy made, ia lively and at- 
tractive; and, for its ingenui^ of expression and 
frequent felicity of iUnstration, often quite re- 
frediing. 

The work was written under a sense of tbe ne- 
cnsity of maintaining the portion into whidi 
the Govenuncnt of tbe ProvlMv had lieen led, hf 



•omiddcnly and ratblj argmiziiig the Special 
C mrt and putting it n|xm ita blood j work« at 
Salem ; and tbia could only be done b^ renew- 
ing and fortifying the popular conviction, that 
audi proceedinga were necefsary, and ought to be 
rigorously prosecuted, and all Sadduceeism, or 
opposition to them, put down. It wasemdally 
necessary to reconcile, or obscure into inoistinct- 
ness, certain conflicting theories that had more 
or less currency. ' * I do not l^eliere,*^ says Math- 
er, **that the prosress of Witchcraft among us, 
** is all the plot which the Deril is managing in 
* ' the Witchcraft now upon us. It is judged that 
** tlie Devil raised the storm, whereof we read in 
** the eighth Chapter of Matthew, on purpose to 
** overset the little vessel wherein the aisaples of 
** our Lord were emlmrlLed with him. And it 
*' may be feared that, in the Horrible Tempest 
** which is DOW upon ourselves, tlio design of the 
** I>evil is to sink that happy Settlement of Gov- 
** emment, wherewith Almighty God hasgracioua- 
** ly inclined their Majefities to favor ua.^— Wan- 
der9, p. 10, 

He then proceeds to compliment Sir William 
Phipe, alluding to hia ** continually venturing 
**his all/* that ia, in looking after affairs and 
fighting Indians in the eastern parts; to applaud 
StoughtoD as '* admirably accomplished ^ for his 
place; and continues as follows : **OurCouncel- 
*' lours are some of our most eminent persons, and 
** as loyal to the Crown, as hearty lovera of their 
"country. Our Constitution also is attended 
** with sin^nilar privilegea. All which things are 
'* by the Devil exceedingly envied unto ua. Am* 
*• the Devil will doubtless take this occanon for 
** the rabinff of such complaints and clamors, as 
**may beoi pernicious consequence unto some 
** part of our present Settlement, if he can so far 
"impose. But that, which moat of all threat- 
" ens us, in our present circumstances, is the mis- 
'* understandings, and so, the animodtieai where- 
" into the Witchcraft, now raging, haa enchant- 
" ed us. The embroiling, first, of our Spirits, 
**and then, of our affaira.** "I am suns, we 
" shall be worse than brutes, if we fiy upon one 
"another, at a time when the fioods of Belial 
" are upon ua.*' ** The Devil has made ua like 
" a troubled sea, and the mire and mud begina 
" now also to heave up apace. Even good and 
" wise men suffer themselves to fall into their 
" paroxysms, and the aliake .which the Devil ia 
"now giving ua, fetches up the dirt which be- 
" fore lay still at the bottom of ourainful hearta. 
"If we allow the mad dogaof Hell to poiaon 
" us by biting us, we shall imagine that we see 
" noting but auch things about ua, and Uke audi 
" things, fiy upon all iStX we iee.** 

After deprecating^ the animoaitiea and damors 
that were threatening to drive himself and hia 
friends from po^er, he makes a strenuous appeal 




to peraevere la the wttdicnll 

^ We are to unite la our cndaavoviB to dclifw 
"ourdiatreased neigfabora from the honiUe ta- 
" novanoea and molestatiooa wherewith a drand* 
"ful witchcraft ia aow p eisec uti ag of thf. 
V To have an hand ia any thing that aiigr aCiflt 
" or obatruet a regular detectioa of that witch- 
" craft, ia what we may weD with aa bol|j tar 
" avoid. Their Majesties good mbfecta aniat aot 
"every day be torn to |4eM by horrid witcfcet^ 
" and thoae bloody felooa be left whoQy vapraa- 
" ecuted. The witchcraft ia a basiaasatbat wfll 
'* not he shammed, without plaai^ag aaiatoaoia 
" plaguea, and of long ooatinnance. But thai 
" we are to unite ia audi methoda for thia^ettv- 
" erance, aa may be unqueational^y aafe, leat tlw 
** latter end be worse than the b^ginalaf . Aad 
" here, what shall I aay t I will veatore to a^y 
"thuamuch. That we are safe, whea we make 
"just aa mudi uae of all advice from the lavirf- 
"ble 



world, aa God seada it for. It ia a mla 
"prindple, that when God Almigiity penaili 
** any spirits, from the unseea rmona, to ?iait «■ • 
" with surprising infonnationa, thcieiatlMa aoma 
*' thing to DC enquired after; we aratheatoaa- 
" quire of one another, what caaae there la lor 
"audi things t The peculiar govenuaeat of God* 
" over the unbodied IntdUgeaoea, ia a aaffldcat 

* * foundation for thia prindple. When tiiere baa 
" been a murder committed, an af^paritioB of the 
"slain party accusing of aay man, akboui^ 
** such apparitiona have of tencr apoke true thaa 
"false, isnot enough to. conviist the Biaaaaguil- 
" ty of that murder; but yet it la a aaffldeat oo- 
" caeioB for Magistratea to make a particolar aa- 
" quiry whether such a maa have afforded aagr 
" ffround for sudian aocusatioa.*' — Pug€ IS. 

He goes on to apply thia priadpie to the apeo- 
tree of accused persoaa, seea by Uie " afflicted,** 
aa constituting suffident ground to inatitote pio- 
ceedinsB against the persons thus aocosed. Al* 
ter modifying, apparently, thbpoaitioa, akboni^ 
in language so obscure aa to leave hia r^taning 
quite uncertain, he saya: "I waa going to make 
" one venture more ; that ia, to offer aoaie aafs 

* * rulea, for the finding out of the witdia% whidi 
" are to thia day our accursed troutilerB: battUa 
" were a venture too preaumptuooa aad Idutea 
"for me to make. Heave thatuato thoae Ei- 
"ccUent and Judidona persona with whom I 
"am not worthy to be numbered: AlltbatlalMdi 
"do, shall be to lay before my readen, a briif 
" synopaia of what haa been written oa that aab- 
" iect, by a Triumvirate of aa emiaeat parMBO m 
" have ever handled it.**— A^ If. 

From ndther of theai, Perlda% Gado aad 
Bernard, aa he dtes them, can ^ledfic anthorilar 
be obtained for the admiasioa of apectral uA 
mony, aa offered by aocusingwitaemea, aottkaai> 
advea oonf esilng witchea. The third Ral% ittri^ 
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ated to Perklnt!!, md the fifth of Bernard, apply 
to peraoM oonfessiDf^ the crime of witchcrait, and, 
aftfT confession, giTiog eTidenoe affecting an- 
•other pereon — the former considering rach eW- 
denoe ** not safficieot for condemnation, Imt a 
** fit presumption to caose a strait examination ; ^ 
the latter treating it as suflicient to convict a 
fellow witch, that is, anotlier person aUo accused 
of being in ** league with the Devil.*' Bernard 
specifics, as the kind of evidence, sufficient for 
conviction, such witnesses might give: '* If they 
**ean make good tlie truth of tneir witness and 
'*give sufficient proof of it; as that they have 
** seen tlicm with th^r Spirits, or that they have 
** received Spirits from them, or that they can tell 
" when they used witcheiy-tricks to do harm, or 
'* that they told them what harm they had done, 
** or that they can show the mark upon them, or 
** that they have been together in theirmeetings, or 
'•sachUke.'' 

Mather remarks, in connection with his synop- 
ris of these Rules : * * They are considerable things, 
** which I have thus related.*' Those I have par- 
ticnlariy noticed were enough to let in a large 
part of the evidence given at the Salem trials — 
tn many respects, the most effective and formida- 
ble part — striking the Jury and Court, as well as 
the people, with an *'awe,^ which rendered no 
other evidence necessary to overwhelm the mind 
and secure conviction. The Prisoners tliemselves 
were amazed and astounded by it. Mr. Hale, in 
his account of the proceedings, says: *'When 
** George Burronglis was tried, seven or eight of 
** the confessors, severally called, said, they knew 
** the said Burroughs; and saw him at a Witch- 
** meeting at the Village; and heard him exhort 
"the company to ]>ull down the Kingdom of 
*'God and set up the Kingdom of the Devil. 
*' He denied all, yet said he justified the Judges 
** and Jury in conitemning him ; because there 
** were so many positive witnesses against him ; 
** but said he died by false witnesses.*' Mr. Hale 
proceeds to mention this fact : ** I seriously spake 
" to one that witnessed (of his exhorting at the 
••Witch-meeting at the Village) saying to her; 
** * You are one that bring this man to death: if 
•* *you have charged any thing upon him that is 
•* * not true, recall it before it he too late, while he 
'"is alive.' She answered me, she had nothing to 
•• charge herself with, upon that account." 

l^fatlier omits this circumstance in copying Mr. 
Hale's narrative. It has always been a mystery, 
what led the *' accusing girh" to cry out, as 
they aft«*rwards did, against Mr. Hale's wife. 
Perhaps this expostulation with one of their wit 
nesses, awakened their suspicions. They always 
struck at e^cty one who appeared to be waver- 
ing, or in the least disposed to question the «or- 
rectnefls of what was going on. The statement 
of Mr. Hale shows how effectual and deatructiTe I 



the evidence, authorized fajrBenuud'a book, waa; 
and it also provea how nnjost, to the Jodgea and 
Magistrates, is the charge made upon them by the 
Reviewer, tbat they disregarded and violated the 
advice of the Ministers. In admitting a spedea 
of evidence, wholly spectral, whidi was fatal, 
more than any other, to the Prisoners, tb^ fol- 
lowed a rule liiid down liy th.e vcfy authors 
whose ^MirecUotts" the ^linisten. in their Jil- 
rie^, written by ** Mr. Mather the younger,*' 
enjoined upon them to follow. It is noticaMe, 
by the way, that, in that document, they lefl 
Gaule out of the ** triumvirate;" blather findiiig 
nothing in his book to justify the admiasioB ot 
q)ectral testimony. 

He urgea the force of the evidence, from oon- 
f essiona, with all possible eameatnest. 

'*One would think all the rulea of onder- 
** standing human aflsirs are at an end, if after 
••so many most voluntary harmonious oonfea- 
" sions, nuide by intelligent persona, of all agaa, 
** in sundiy towns, at several times, we must not 
" lielieve tlie main strokes, wherein those confea- 
• ' sions all agree." — Bip4 S, 

He continues to press the point thus: *'If 
" the Devils now can strike the minds of men 
•' with any poisons of so fine a composition and 
** operation, that scores of innocent people shall 
** unite, in confessions of a crime, which we see 
•'actually committed, it is aching prodigious, 
•• beyond the wonders of the former ages ; and it 
** threatens no less tlian a sort of a dissolution 
••upon the world. Now, by these confeviooa, 
•' it is agreed, that the Devil has made a dreadful 
'*knot of witches in the country, and by the 
••help of witches has dreadfully increased that 
*• knot; that these witches have driven a trade of 
••commissioning tlieir confederate s}>iriti^ to do 
*• all sorts of mischiefs to the neighlxna, whcre- 
•• upon there have ensued sudi mischievous oon- 
•• sequences upon the bodies and estates of the 

* * neighborhood, as could not otherwise be ac- 
••counted for; yea, that at prodigious Witdi- 
••moetipgA the wretches have proceeded so far 
*• as to concert and consult the methods of root- 
•• ing out tlie Christian religion from this coun- 

• • try, and setting up, instead of it, periiapa a mora 
•* gross Dia1x>lism, than ever the world saw b»> 
•• fore. And yet it will be a thing little short of 
•• miracle, if, in so spread a business as thia, the 
** Devil should not get in some of his jugglea, to 
•• confound the diltcovety of all the rest.'* 

In the last sentence of the foregoing passage, 
we see an idea, which Mather expressed in several 
instances. It amounts to this. Suppose the Devil 
docs •* sometimes " make use of the spectre of an 
innocent iierson — he does it for the pnrpoae of 
destroying our faith in that kind of evidenoe^ 
and lending us to throw it dl out, thereby •• cob- 
*• founding the diaooveiy" ol those OMet in 
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wMch, M ordUaarilT, 1m aaketme of tfM 
of bit guilty ooofedef«tc% and, io effect^ thcltcr 
ing **«n Uie rcflt,** tbut it, the whole body of 
tbofcwboare the willing and oorcnaiitod tsb- 
jccU of bit dinholical kingdciBi, from dctcdioB. 
He tayf : ** Tlie witcbct iMYe not c«ly iaUnmtfdy 
** Imt some of tluiii acknowledged, tint they baTe 
*' nlottcd the reiinitcntatioiM of ionoceni ptiao n e 
** t(» oiver and didter tbemadYca in tbeir wttdi- 
**craftt.'' 

He fartlier KOggots— for no olbcr poqimr, ii 
would Fecni, than to reconcile ua to the ule of 
such eTidcncf, even though it may, in ** rare and 
** extraordinniy ^ instances, bi«r against innocent 
persons, scarce])', however, to be ap|irdiended, 
** when matters come before dvll JndicatQre** — 
that it may lie tlie diiine wilL that, ocrasionsUy, 
an inn^ut iienton map h4 att ^f: *' Who of ns 
** can exactly state how /ar our God may, for«ar 
**cha8tieeiiient, |KMtiiit the Devil to proceed in 
* * such an ithusc ? ^ lie then alludes to the meet- 
ing of Minil(tt•r^ under bif> father's auspices, at 
Cambridge, <*n the first of Aujenst ; qmftes with 
approval, the rei^nlt of the '* IMsrouiye,*' then 
held ; and immediately proceeda : ** It is rare and 
"extraordinary*, for an honest Kalnitb to have 
'* bis life itself sworn away by two children «if 
"Belial, and yet no infringement liereby made 
'* on the Rectoral Righteousness of our cteinal 
" Sovereign, wIhim judgments are a ^[reat deep, 
** and who givc-s none account of his matters ** 

The amount of all this is, tluU it is so rsre and 
extraordhimry for the Devil to assume tlie sfiectral 
shape of nn innoci-nt person, that it ia best, 
** when,*^ as his expiession Ik, in another place, 
**tbe public Mif<-ty makta an exigency," to re- 
ceive and act np^m such evidence, even if it 
diould lead to the conviction of an innocent per- 
son — a thing so stldom lial>le to occur, and. in- 
deed, Imrely |Kifsihlc. The |)rocedure would be 
but cart^'ing out the divine ** |irnni»«i«in,** and a 
fulfilment of "the Rectoral Righteousnefs** of 
Him, whose councils are a great deep, not to tie 
accounted for to, or by, us. 

In summing up what the witches had liecn do- 
ing at Stilem Vilhige, during the iMvcfding Sum- 
mer, Mather says: **The Devil, exhibiting him- 
'*atflf ordinal ily as a small black man. haf^decoy- 
" ed a fearful knot of proud, froward, ignorant, 
'* envious and malicious cnntures to list tbem- 
** selves in his horrid service, by entering tbeir 
"names in a IxKik, by him tendered unto tbeni.** 
'' Tliat they, each of tliem, have their spectrei 
" or Devils, commissioned by them, and rrpre* 
" senting them, to be tlie engines of their mal- 
" ice.*" He cnumemtea. as facta, all the state- 
ments of tlic "afflicted'* iiitne«M>a and confess- 
ing witches, as to the horrible and monatroua 
tbiiigB perpetrated by the spectres of the accused 



paftica; aed be nppl— dn tlw C u i Mt, ^tA ffmg%o 
tbt soccrssfttl ana bcDefidal issoe of ila pr oca t4 - 
iasB. *' Our bonoialile Jndgca kave UHd, •• 
"Judges have bcretofofe done, tba spectral cffi- ^ 
** denoe, to introduce their further en q u i ric a into | 
**the lives of the peranna aocused; and tfa^ 
"have, thereu|MO. by the wonderful IVovidcBca 
**of God, been so strengthened with other eti- 
** dences, that aoinc of the Witch-gang have beoi 
*^ fairiy executed.**— ili^n il, k^ 

The language of Cotton Mather, aa HV^^ ^ 
thoaewho bad suffered, aa wttdxi^ "a learfil 
" knot of proud, frowaid. ignotant, eavioasaad 
** malicioua creatures— a Witch-gang,^ — ^la rather 
hard, aa comins from a llini*>ter wbo^ aa the Be- 
viewer aiverta, bad offidated in thdr death i 
witnessed their devout and Chrktian 
and deportment, and been thcSr eoBildrtcr, 
aoler, couaadlor and friend. 

The dissatisfactioo that pervaded the pvbfie 
mind, about the time of the last excmCiooa at 
Salem, which Phipa dcscribea, waa ao aeiiooi, 
that both the Mathers were called in to alkgr it. 
The father also, at the request of the Iflnistcii^ 
wrote a book, entitled, Ctun of Cwdtm^^ osis* 
ttming EtU SyiriU. ptr t mathffmen, WitdkrmJU^ 
Se,^ the general drift of which ia against speiiral 
evidence. He says : " Spectres are Devih^ ia the 
**8ba|ie of peisoms either living or dead.** 
Speaking of bewitdied peiMrns, be sajv: ** What 
" they affirm, concerning others, is not to be ta- 
** ken for evidence. Whence had they this aa- 
" pematural sight? It must mf ds be either fron 
"Heaven or from Hdl. If frttm Heaven (as 
" Elisha*s servant and Balaam*8 aM c«>uld disem 
^Angels) let tlieir testimony be received. But 
** if they had this knowledge fn>m H^ tho^^ 
" there may possibly lie truth in what they af- • 
"firm, they are not legal witnesMa: for the 
'* Law of God allows of no K-velation from any 
" other Sinrit but himself, /m. ettt. 29. It is a 
"ain agaiiu4 God, to make use of the Devils 
*'be1p to know that wbidi cannot be otbenriae 
**kiiown; and I testify against it, aa a great 
"tniosgrtssion. which may justly provc^e the 
"Holv Oneof Israel, to let loose Devikonthe 
" whole land. Xvl-a, tr. SS.^ 

After referring to a couple of writen ob iSkt 
sul^ect, the very next sentence ia this: **AI- • 
"though the I)evn*8 accusationa may heap far 
" regarded as to cause an enquiry into the tnith 
" of things, J^, i. 11, IS, and 'tV. 5, 6; yet Mt 
*'aoastobean evidence or giound of conivic- 



It apfieans therefore, that Increaae Jfather, 
while writing with much force and apparent va- 
bemenee against spectral evidence, still in icality 
countenanced its introduction, aa a baria of ** cb- 
" quiry into the truth of thinga,** preBBiaaiy 
In other evidence. Tliiawai» alter all,, to aae the 



fonn ol tiKNiglit of tiMw writen, letting the 
De?Q into the ctae; and that wet enough, from 
the natore of thinga, in the then state of wiM 
snpentition and the Uind deloiioos ol the pop- 
ular mind, to gire to tpectral eridenoe the con* 
troUing iway it had in the Salem triala, and 
would necesnrily haTe, eveiy where, when intro- 
dnced at aO. 

In a Poetacript to Oa$et 6/ OenseUnee^ Increaae 
Mather saya that he heaia that ** some have taken 
'* up a notion,^ that there was something oontra> 
dictoiy between hia Tiewa and those of Us 
son, set forth in the Wmden tf tiU ImMStSU 
FMd. *'Ti8 strange that sudb imaginations 
* ' should enter into tiM minds of men.** He goes 
on to saj he had read and appnired of hia son*s 
book, before it was pHnted; and falls hack, as 
both of them alwajs did, when pressed, upon 
the Ai,tit9 of the Ministcn, of the fifteenth of 
June, in whidi, he saya, they concurred. 

There can be no manner of doubt that the 
'* strange ** opinion did prerail, at the time, and 
has ever since, that the f atlier and son did enter- 
tain Tery different sentiments shout the Salem 
proceedings. The precise form of that differ- 
ence is not easily avsertained. The feelings, so 
natural and proper, on both sides, belonginff to 
the relation they sustained to each other, Im them 
to preserve an appearance of harmony, especially 
in whaterer was committed to the press. Then, 
again, the riews tliev each entertained were in 
themself es so inconsistent, that it was not diffi- 
cult to persuade themseWes that they were sub- 
stantially similar. There was much in the fath- 
er, for the son to revere : there was much in the 
son, for the fatheV to admire. Besides, the hdi>- 
itual style in which they and the Ministera of 
that day indulged, of saying and unsaying, on 
the same page — putting a proposition and then 
linking to it a oouotervailing one— corered their 
tracks to each other and to themselTes. This is 
their apology ; and none of them needs it more 
than Cotton Mather. He nas singularly blind 
to logical sequence. With wonderful power orer 
language, he often seems not to appreciate the 
im^nt of what he is saying ; and to this defect, 
it IS agreeable to think, much, if not all, that 
has the aspect of a want of fairness and eren 
truthfulness, in his writings, may be attributed. 

As associate Ministers of the same congrega- 
tion, it was desirable for the Mathers to avoid be- 
ing drawn into a conflicting attitude, on any mat- 
ter of importance. Drake, however, in his'lJlftory 
vfBodan^ (p. 545.) says that tliere was supposed, 
at the formation of the New North diurch, in 
that plaoe^ in 1712, to have been a jealonsy be- 
tween them. There were, indeed, many points of 
dissimiUui^, as well as of similarity, in their cid- 
ture, experience, manners, and ways ; and men 
co n v e n a al wHh then, at the time, may have 



noticed a d iffe rene e fai their Jodgmcnls snd sk- 
pressions, relating to the witdwraft affair, of 
which no knowledge has eome to m, except the 
fact, that it was so understood at the time. 

Cotton Mather brought all hia abilitv to hear 
in prepariuff the WwairB nf tkt htwXU Worli, 
It IS marked throof^hont by hb peculiar geniua, 
and constructed with great iiig«»uity and elab- 
oration ; but it was ** water spilt on the ^und.** 
80 far as the end, for whidi it was designed, is 
rqptfded, it died before it saw the light 



TBB COCBT W OTKB ARD TBUMCVKS BIOUOVT 
TO A SUDDOI KmH SIll^WnXIAM PHIPS. 

When Sir William Phips went to the eastward, 
it was expected that hia absence would be pro- 
longed to the twelfth of October. We cannot 
tell exactly when he returned; probably some 
days before the twelfth. Writing on the four- 
teenth, he 8a3*s, that before any application was 
made to him for tlie purpose, he had put a stop 
to the proceedings of the Court. He probably 
signified, informally, to the Judges, that th^ 
must not meet on the day to which they had ad- 

icumed. Brattle, writing on the eighth, had not 
leard any thing of the kind. But tlie Rev. Sam- 
uel Torrey of Weymouth, who was in full sympa- 
thy with the prosecutors, had heard of it on the 
seventh, as appears by this entry in SewaU*s 
Diary: " Oct. 7*^, 1602. Mr. Torrey seems to be 
*' of opinion, that the Court of Oyer and Termin- 
" er should go on, regulating any thins that may 
* * have l)een amiss, when certainly found to be ao.** 

Scwall and Stoughton were among the prind- 
pal friends of Torrey ; and he, probably, had 
learned from them, Phips*s avowed purpose to 
stop the proceedings of the Court, in the witdi- 
craft matter. The Court, however, was allowed 
to sit, in other cases, as it held a trial in Boston, 
on the tenth, in a capital case of the ordinary 
kind. The purpose of the Governor gradually 
became known. Danforth, in a conversation 
with Sewall, at Cambridge, on the fifteenth, ex- 
pressed the opinion that the witchcraft trials ought 
not to (>Toceed any further. 

It is not unlikely that Phipa, while at the east- 
ward, had received some comnmnication that 
hastened his return. He describes the condition 
of things, aa he found it. We know that the 
lives of twenty people had been taken away, one 
of them a Mmister of the G.)spel. Two Ministers 
had been accused, one of them the Past<^ of the 
Old South Church ; the name of the other ia not 
knoirn. A hundred were in prison ; about two 
hundred more were under accusation, induding 
some men of great estates in Boston, the mother^ 
in-law of one of the Judges^ Corwin, and a mem- 
ber of the family of IncrMse Mather, although, •■ 



he tayt, in no way rdated to Urn. A Xagit- 
tnte, who was a memlier of tlie Howe of Amob- 
bljr, had fled for his life ; and Phipa's triMted na 
Tal commander, a man of high standing in the 
Cborcfa and in society, as well as in the serrice, 
after liaving Ijeen committed to Jail, had esca|icd 
to parts unknown. More tlian all, the Qoftm- 
or*s wife had been cried out upon. We can eaa- 
ily imagine his state of mind. Sir William Phipa 
was nuUid for the sudden Tiolcnoe of bis tcrop«. 
Mather sa>s that he sometimea ** showed choler 
** enough.*" Hutchinson says that *' he was of a 
** benevolent, friendly disfiositioii; at the same 
" time quick and fMssionate ; ^ and, in Olustration 
of the latter qualities, he rdatca Uiat he got into 
a fisticuff fight with the Collector of the PMt. on 
the wharf, handling him sererely ; and that, baT- 
ing high words, in the street, with a Captain of 
^e Royal Naw, *' the Governor made use of his 
** cane and broke Short*s head.** When his La- 
dy told her sU)ry to him, and pictured the whole 
scene of the ** strange ferment** in the domestic 
and social circles of Boston and throughout the 
countr}', it was well for the Chief-justice, the 
Judges, and |>eiba)w hia own Ministers, that they 
were not tvithin the reach of those ** blows,** 
with which, as Mather inf orma ua, in tlie Life of 
Phip^t the rough sailor was wont, when the ^usts 
of passion were provailing, to ** duMtise inavili- 
** ties,'* without reference to time or place, rank 
orstation. 

But, aa was his wont, the storm of wrath soon 
subsided; his purjKMe, however, under the dr- 
camstances, as brave as it was wise and just, was, 
as the result showed, unalteralile. He communi- 
cated to the Judges, |)ersi>naUy, that th^ must 
nt no more, at Salem or elsewliere, to tiy cases of 
witchcraft; and that no more arrests must be 
made, on that charge. 

Mather*8 book, all ready aa it was for the 
press, thus l»ecanie lalM>r thrown away. It was 
not only rendered nselesa for the purpose dcngn- 
ed, but a most serious difficulty obstructed its 
publication. Phips forbade the "printine of 
*'any discounes, one way or another;** and the 
Wonderi had incoriK>rated in it some Serroona, 
impregnated, through and tlut>ugh, with com- 
bustiMe matter, in Phips> view, likely to kindle 
an inextinguishable flame. 

All that could be done was to keep still, in thei 
hope that be would l)ecomc more malleable. In 
the meanwhile, public business railed him away, 
perha|)s to Rliode Island or Connecticut, from 
the eighteenth to the twenty -seventh of Octolid^. 
In his absence, whether in ccNMcquenre of move- 
ments he had put in train, or solely from what 
had become known of hisviewa, the circumstance 
occurred which is tlins related in 8ewall*8 Diary — 
the Legislature was then in ScssIod: *'Oct. M, 
**1603. ABilliasentinaboiitcidliBgaFMaBd 
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*« CooTocation of Mlniil«% that BM^be lad i» tbt 
" right way, aa to the WitchcraHa. Ite aiaaMi, 
** and manner of doing it, iasodi, tiiat tlw Covt 
** of Oyer and Tcnnincr eoont t I teiMe lvca t he teby 
•'diamissed. 29 noa * SS yeaa to the BBS. 

Capt Bmdstrect, and Lieut TVue, Wm. HutdH 

ins, and several other hiteraeted pcnona, la tka 
**aArmativ«L*' 

The eourae of Kathanid Saltonatall, of Bsr- 
erhill, and the action hi the Lrgialatm of 41m 
pefsons hare named, entitle the Menimae towna 
of Essex-county to the credit of hs^ng mada 
the first public and effectaal reristaaoe to tka 
fanatidam and persecutioiia of 14M. 

The passage of thiaBOl, in the Hooie of Bcp- 
reientatives, shows how the pnUic mind hid 
been changed, sboe the June Seadon. Dodkf 
Bradstreet waa a Magistrate and member tnm 
Andover, son of the cSa Governor, and, with Ui 
wife, had found safety from pioaecutioo by fli^ ; 
Henry True, a member from Salisbury, waa aoB- 
inlaw of Mary Bradbury, who had oeecB eoB- 
demned to death ; Samud Hutdiiaik 0aadv«t- 
ently called '^Wm.,** by Sewall) waa a BMBsbcr 
from Haverhill, and eonnccted by marriage with 
a family, three of whom were tried for thdr Uvea. 
Sewall {liar's there were * ' sevetal other** membcraof 
the House, interested in like manner. Tliia shows 
into what high drdca the accusers had atmek. 

It appears, by the same Diary, that, on the 
twenty-seventh. Cotton Mather preacbed tha 
Thursday Lecture, from J(Bm€$ t. 4. The di^ of 
trial area thcnapon him and his fdlow-acton; 
and patience wasinculcated asibeduty of the hoar. 

The Diary rdates that at a meeting of the 
Coundl, on the twenty'dghth, in the aftemooo, 
Sewall, *' desired to have the advice of the Oov- 
** einor and CouncO, as to the dttlngof the Oomt 
<* of Oyer and Terminer, next week; said, slioald 
''move it no more; great sikoce prevailed,- •• tf 
** should say. Do not go.** 

The entry does not (late whdher Phipa waa 
present; aS| however, the time fixed for likife- 
cent brief absence had exfnred, probably be- waa 
in his seat The foUowii^ mislui|>, described law 
Sewall, as occurring that day, perliapa detaiaea 
the Deputy-governor: ** Oct, SS. LL Gov*, cob- 
" iuff over the causey, ia, by reason of the hi|^ 
« ' tide, sowet,thatisfdntogoto bed, till aenda 
** for dry dothea to Dorchester.*' 

The *« great silence** was significant of the can 
barrassment in whida they were placed, and telr 
awe of the ** choler** of the Governor. 

The Diary gives the following aoeonnt of tito 
Sefdon the next day, at whidi, (aa Sem-dl infoma 
us,) the Ueutenant-govemor vras not prcacat : * 
"Oct. 29. Mr. Russd asked, whether the CMut 
''of Oyer and Termfaier should tit, exprf lug 
'* some fear of hiconvenienoe bw iti £i]l. Gofw- 
•'aoriaid^UmMtldL'' 



Thus died tbe Coart of CHrer and Tennlner. Its 
friendi cherished, to the bet, the hope that Sir 
William might be placated, and poeaibly again 
brought mider control; bot it Tanished, when 
the emphatic and resolote woida, reported by 
Sewidl, were uttered. 

The firmnesa and force of character of the 
€k>Temor are worthj of all praise. Indeed, the 
illiterate and impolnve tailor has placed him- 
self, in history, far in front of all the honored 
Judges and learned Divines, of his day. Not 
one of them penetrated the whole matter as he 
did, when his attention was fully turned to it, and 
lus feelings enlisted, to dedde, courageously and 
righteously, tbe question before him. He saw 
tluit no life was safe while tlie eridence of the 
•* afflicted persons^ was received, *' either to the 
"oonmiitting or trying^ of any persons, lie 
thus broke through the meshes which had Iniund 
Judges and ^linistcrs, the writers of IkmiIcs and 
the makers of laws ; and swept the whole fabric 
of ** spectral testimony ^ awn^-, whether as mat- 
ter of ''enquiry^ and "presumption,^ or of 
** conviction.** The ship-osri>entcr of the Ken- 
nebec laid the axe to the root of the tree. 

The following extract from a letter of Sir 
WiUiam PhiiM, just put into my hands, and for 
which I am indebted to Mr. Gooddl, substan- 
tiates the conclusions to which I have been led. 

" Ootemor Phip» to the Lords of ike Commit- 
too of Trado and Plantationo^ S AprH, 1693. 

" M.\T rr PLEASE TOUR Lordships : 

*'I have intreated BrBlathwayfe to lay 
before your LordshifM several letters, wherein 
I have given a particular account of my stop- 
ping a supposed witchcraft, which had proved 
fatall to many of their Mnj**** good subjects, 
had there not been a 8{)eedy end putt thereto ; 
for a stop putt to the proceedings against such 
as were accused, hath caused the thing itself 
to 
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This shows that, addressing officially his Home 
Government, he assumed tl^ responsibility of 
having ** stopped and pot a si)ceay end to the 
*' proceedings; ^ that he had no great faith in 
the doctrines then received touching the reality 
of witchcraft ; and that he was fully con^inoed 
that, if he had allowed the trials to go on, and 
the inflammation of the public mind to be kept 
up by ** discourses,*' the blooJy tragedy would 
have been prolonged, and *' proved fatal to oumy 
''good** people. 

There are two men — ^neither of them belong- 
ing to the class of scholars or Divines ; both of 
them guided by common sense, good feeling, and 
a oimrageous and resolute spirit— who »tand 
alone, in the scenes of the witchcraft delusions. 
KatbaxielSaltossstall, who lef t theCk)unciland 
the Courts the d^ the Ministers* Adneo,togo on 



with the prosecntiooa, wae received, and nefer 
appeared again until that Adtko was abandoned 
and re|)odiated : and 8lr William Pripb, who 
stamped it out Ixineath his feet. 

But how with Cotton Mat1»er*s Book, the Worn- 
dero of iko Tnvhihlo WoHdf On the eleventh of 
Oct«>lier, Stoughton and Sewall signed a paper, 
printed in the book, fp. 88.'] endorsing its contents, 
esp4*cially as to ** niattcrs of fact and evidence** 
and the '* methods of conviction used in the pro- 
'**cec(1ing8 of the Court at 8altm.** The certifi- 
cate rcfieats the form of words, so often used in 
connection with the book, that it was written ** at 
**the direction of His Excellency the OovenMN',** 
without, as m all cases, specifying who, wliether 
Phi|)s or Stought<»ii. was the Governor referred to. 
As all the JucTgcs were near at hand, and as the 
certificate related to the pn>ccedings before them, 
is is quite observable that only the two mention- 
ed signed it As they were present, in the pri- 
vate conference, with Cotton Mather, at the house 
of one of tliem, on the twenty-sccund of Sep- 
tember, when its prejNiration for publication 
was finally arranged, they could not well avoid 
signing it. Tlic times were critical; and the 
rest of the Judges, knowing the Govcmor*s feel- 
ings, tliought liest not to ap))ear. Of the three 
other persons, at that conference, ilathome, it is 
true, was a Judge of that Couit, but It Is doubt- 
ful whether he often, or ever, took his seat aa 
such; besides, he was too experienced and 
cautious a public man, unnecessarily to put his 
hand to such a paper, when It was known, as It 
was probably to him, that Sir William Phips had 
foi bidden publications of the kind. 

There is another curious document in the Won- 
der* — a letter from Stoughton to Matlier, high- 
ly applauding tlie book, in which he acknowl- 
edge his particular obligations to him lor writ- 
ing it, as '* more nearly and highly concerned** 
than others, considering his place in the Couit, 
expressing in detail his sense of tlie great value 
of the work, ** at this juncture of time,** and con- 
cluding thus : ** I do therefore make it my par- 
** ticuhu- and earnest Requei>t unto you, that, as 
** Koon as may be, you will commit the same un- 
" to the press, accordingly.** It is signed, with- 
out any official title of distinction, simply *' Wiu«- 
** lAM Stoughton.** and Is without date. 

It is singular, if FliifM was the |)erson who 
requesled it to lie written and was the *'£x- 
**cellency '*who authorized its publication, that 
it was left to William Stoughton to ** request** 
its lieing put to press. 

The foregoing examination of dates and facta 
seems, almost, to c(»m|)el the ornclusion, to be 
drawn also from liis letter, that Sir William Phipa 
really had nothing whatever to do with procur- 
ing the preparaUon or sanctioning the publica- 
tion of the Wonders qf iks InptsihU World, 



Tbe MOM b trae u to the mjnat to tlw Mini*- 
ten, for tbcir Adtiet, dMed lb« BfleeDtb of Jaae. 
It TU " laid liefore the Jodge*;" tad «*■, no- 
donbtedlf, % m|ionie to an iiifiliotion from tbem. 
Hkiiiig, Tei7 fin]>Tii)erlj', itmiMt be cunfvMcd, 
tcWen tbe wlmle niattn' of Hk triili over tn 
Btongfatiin. uiA Mng cnKroMi'd in otiier afFain, 
h i« ouilc liliFly tint Iw kDcw ligt Uttl« ot wha 
bad iK-en jct^g m. nnlil In rctoni froa the 
mtfrard, in Octulwr. And Mi fttqnent and 
loDg aim-net^ leafing Btunghtun, aomncbtrftbe 
limp, witii all Ibc IniictiviM and titin of Got- 
miur dwulvi-d npini liira, led 1i> npukinc of tbe 
Utter HI " Hi] ExielletK^." ^Iteii bearTng tliU 
title >im1 HCting u Goversnr, for tbe time lieing, 
tbe Cliief-ju slice, witli tiie nide Jodgei — all of 
them memben of the Coiindl, and in number 
mei-ting Ihe i-equiri-mmt in tlie Charter for a 
qoonim, aeven— miy hare lict-n comidered, m 
■nlstantiiilly, "The OoTeinor and Council." 

ThinicinB it more than iirohable that, tn tbia 
wu}', gratt wronf; liai been dune to Ihe memorj 
of an iioniwl and niihle-heartfd man, 1 hare en- 
dcavorrd lo set things in their true light. The 
peqilexitiuB, (jarly entan)(lenicDln, peratmal coUis- 
11 ins, and cpgrciwing Cans that ahaorbed the at- 
tention nf Sir William P1ii|», during the Lirief 
remainder of hia life, nnd the lillle inlcmt he 
felt ill BDCh thing*, iin-vcutrd bia miticing tlic 
falw poiiticm in vhlrh he Iwd lieen ploi^ by 
the nndiitinguiiblnp: nee of titular pliruet. 

Judge Scualt'e Dirt^' ccntaina an entry that, 
alio, (btdalight upon the |>naiiiun iif the Jlithcia. 
It will lie Ixirne h) mind, that Blidia Ci><>k uns 
the colleague nf IiiereaBe Maliirr. aa Colimiid 
Agenta In Lundoii. Cook refuwil a^M-nt tn ilie 
new ChflHcr. and l)ecamc tlic leader of tbe anti- 
UatbcT (iiirty. He iraa cuniidned an op|ionent 
of the witclicraft prracculiiaia. allliongll out of 
the couDti? at tlic limn " Ttesimy, Not. I-V 
"1692. H' Coiili kee|>a a Dh of ThankigiT- 
"ing for hia aofe airival" • ■ • [Maaj/ hmn- 
(faanl ai tktre, nmang them Vr. Willari.] 
"Hr. Allen |ireacbed from Jnroli'a going to Belh- 
'**i, • • " Mr. tiatlicr not tlirre. nor Mr. 
"Cotton Uatlier. Tiie good LonI unite nt in 
" Ilia fear, and remove onr animoaitieit.'' 

The manner in whkh Senall dialingnidipd the 
two Malli«ra conflnni the viewa prnvnied on 
|«ge«S7, I& 

It may Iw remarked, that, opto this timv, 8e- 
iTill Melw to linre licca in full lyiiipalhy « itb 
Stooghlon and Mntlier. Hcwai^ hoirerer. ti^n- 
nin|; to indulge in cunTermtiom Ifaat indirale a 
deaire to fe<'l the gniond lie wa* trrading. Af- 
ter a while, he bccanietlioioughl.i coDvinri'd of hit 
ermr; and there arc icatlcTed, in Ihe marftina of 
hia Diary, expretrinna of much MTiKlliilit^T at tbe 
Mlent to which he had Iteen milled. Orer a- 
galnat ao entry, ^Tiog an Hconnt of bb pna- 



■t Salem, la tbe latailwik^ II 

■• Vme, Yma. Kaa." At the C^O 
Ifles, he iMerttd, at a rabacqac 
panage : " Att—titut Imm« at, imfou ii ttr i m 



MagMttfa^ •< 

I ofAprO, ItMt 
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I propnan, 
Cotton Hatbi 



. . . into tlw r 

Cotton Matlur oocojilcd, a>d tlte viewa ha ix- 
preiaed, toorUng Ihe matter, aflertiM wUtAcnft 

Smaecntiona bad eca«d and tbe ddw J wi bea* 
ic|>tUcd from Ihe ainda of olhar mtm. 
During the Winter of IStt and ISn, batmca 
one and two hundred priaoneta, iDclndin)| titm- 
fening «itcbr% remained in JaU, at Balna, If*- 
wich, and other placM. A en^etaUe Mmiliar 
WCTC in tbe BoMoa JdL It accma, frutn tba let- 
ter to Secretary Allyn of Comcilicat, tfaa^ daiiD( 
that time, tbe Hatbeia wcr h wm n riB aflwi 
with them, and receiving fmu then the niWM 
of peraon w<MBe apectica, thry dcdand, Ih^ 
had teen and luffned from, aa enpkq'ed la tM 
DvvirK work. Aftei aU that hMl li^iMDtd, and 
forindlng at- 
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the order of Kr WilliaJ 
te>upt:> to reuew tl 
that theUaHieni: _ 
In tbe Utier jiart of tha Smnner of ItBS, thiy 
were bolh omeFtwd in the aKair ot Uatgaret 
Rule; and Oittin Malber |iiT|>ar«d, and pot IntA 
cireulalion, an elalwratc acaHint of it, aonc ^- 
tmcla fnmi wliieii have been jinaoited, and wbicft 
iTJlt be furtiier noticed, in anotbct coMMctiea. 

Hiinrxt work, in ibe order of time, wUehlriwII 
coraidrr, ia hia LI/* *f8ir WUliam FUft, priat- 
ed in London, in 1607, and aflcrwBtda iDcUded 
In tiie MagMlia, aim pnMiihed in Londoa, m 
few yean nfteraardi^ tuaatiivting the bat pot 
of tlie Seeon^ Boiik. Tkt 2JA mf F%ipi it, 
))erliHp>, tbe ouifet dabunta and finlabad <rf aU 
Matb['r'anrialDclioDeiand'*Bd<iTwd,''MUasMla 
Kaibnnit4 Mather nya, in a C(imn>e«datai7 aot^ 
'' with a very grateful variety of leaning.'' h 
it. Kr iriUiun , who bad died, at Landvs, thra* 

I yj'uni liefore, ia painted in ^uwing odran, aa «■• 
of the grealeat »f ouoqjleniiB and nikn, "■ dn)»- 

j " )K'd, a> it wen-, f ram Ibe Hactdneof Heaani" 
" for iiii rxtcritv, he waa one lall, beyond the 
■'cummimhitof men: and thi<^ aawdl aatall, 

* Fsr tb< pttrDtt* af hi^Ktlar aal aul^t Ja<f* ••«>>« 
Dlirf I am IndilMtd M Itt ktaJoH at lb* HaMChaaMI* 
Blilorlul BocMt: la* I wobM iIm (n« bt l^a^ 
. — ._.,._. . ^^_,_ tatteiaiiw laitatga^ 
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** ^wcta. cxewdiBgljr robwly «m1 able to eopgrnt 
«^^MSbdiiBciildnef did and of trmrd, as woald 
'* hare ktUcd ninat men aim ;** ** he was well act,, 
''and be waa tberewithaU of a Ttry comdjr, 
** thoagh a rery man^jr, eooatciiaiice.** He is de- 
etTibed as of **■ a most inoomparalile geoermiity,^ 
^of a loixiHvg si>irit.^ His faolta are tender- 
ly toocbvd; ^ Qpon certain affrontBt he has made 
*^ sodden n4arna, thA have shewed chokr enough; 
V and he has, by blow, as well as by word, chas- 
** Used inciTilitics.*' 

It is remarkable that UaUier should have laid 
himself oni, tn sodi an extent of preiNuration 
and to such heights of ealogy. aa this work ex- 
hibita. It is defeated to the EaH of BelUraont, 
Jittt about to come over, as Phips*s soeoessor. 
Mather held in his hand a. talisman of fiiTor, in- 
flnenoe, and power. In the Elegy which con- 
dodcs the Lfftf, are lines like these : 
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oar great friend, onr wonder, and oar 

** The terror of oar foes, the world*s rare story, 
** Or Imt name Phipe, more needs not be express- 

** Both Englanda, and next ages, tell the rsst."* 

The writer of this Life liad conferred the gift 
of an immortal name upon one Governor of New 
England, and might upon another. 

Etat with all this panegyric, lie does not serm 
to have been carefal to be Ja< to the memory of 
his hero. Tlie reader b reqoesl*^, at thb point, 
to tarn ImA to pages 28, 24, of this artidc, 
and examine tlie paragraph, quoted from the 
Li/f cf Pkip§^ introducing tlie return of Adtiee 
from the MmisterB. I have shown, in that cnn- 
necttcm, how deceptiTe the expressiiio '* arriring 
** tb his Ooremment in** In rqiorting the aS- 
eMV of the Mittisten^ in the Ufe9fPhtjtt, Math- 
er omits the pamgraphs I haTe fihiccd within 
brackets [/k. 5i, J2?>-tbe fin*, enond and eighth. 
The ominnoa of these paragraphs rmden the 
docomcnt, as given liy Mather, an aljsolute mis- 
rtpr e aenta tSon of the trsniction. and places 
Phips hi the attltode of having disregarded the 
advice of the Miaistefi, m suffering the trialii to 
pivie0Bd as tbcj did: throwing uprm his memory 
alnad of infamy, outweighing aU the florid and 
estravagsat enlogifs showcfed mptm hhn, hi the 
Ufe: venfymg and falilKn|^ the a pp rehen sio ns 
he flsptcawd in bis letter of & fonrterath of Oc 
tohcr, liSS: ** I know my cwmiesare seeking to 
'« torn it aD npea me.** 

The Reviewer says that *-Mr. M^herdidnoe 

pvofM toqnolethe whole >l^rMr, bnt simply 

stmdB finMn it.** He p ro fia w ul to give 

Ihi Mi msi iB^iltilsiii l '' IsrfmiffiJii 
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The paragraphs he selected, appear, on their 
face, to mge oautl<.*n and even deii^, in the pro* 
ceedinga. They leave this impression on the 
general reader, and hare been so regarded from 
tlut day to thia. The aitiBco, by which the re> 
spunsilnlity for what followed was shifted, from 
the Ministers, upon Phius and the Court, has, in 
a great measure, succoedcd. I trust that I liave 
shown that the clauses and words that aeom to 
indicate caution, had very little force. In that di- 
rection; but that, when the disguising veil of an 
artful phraseology is removed, tliej give substantial 
countenance to the proceedings of theOoort, 
throaghoot 

I desire, at thia point, to ask the further atten- 
tion of tlie reader to Mather's manner of referring 
to the Advieeofthe Mifihtere. In hie Wonders^ 
he qa«>tes the eighth and eectud Articles of it ( Aipei 
if, 55), in one instance, ascribing the Advice to 
** Reverend nersons.** ** men of Ood,** ** gradoos 
"men,** ana, in fhe other, characterizing it as 
"gracious words.** He also, in the same work, 
quotes the eixth Article, emitting the words I 
hate placed in hraekete^ without any indisation 
of an omiseion. Writing, in 1602, when the 
dduidon was at its height, and for the pur- 
pose of keeping the public mind up to the work 
of the prosecutions, he gloried chiefly In the 
Jiret, eecond, and eighth Articles, and brought 
them al<me forward, in full The others he 
IMssed over, with the exception of the eixlh^ 
from which he struck out the central sentence- 
that having the appearance of endorsing the 
views of those o|iposed to spectral testimony. 
But, in 1607, when tlic Life of Phipe was written, 
drcuoMtances had dianged. It was appaicnt, 
then, to all, even those most nnwilliug to realise 
the fact, that the whole transaction of the witch- 
craft prosecutions hi Salem was doomed to per- 
petual condemnation : and It became ex|iedi<«t 
to drop out of riglit, forever, If poeidble, the 
eeeond and eighth artides, aod reprodooe the 
sitfJL entire. 

Considering the unfair view ttf the i^P'** ^ 
the Adtice. in the Ufe of Phipe, and m*M»dM 
hi the Magnmlia^^ work, wWdi, with all He de- 
fects, inaccoradca, and ahsordltiaj, ^T!?LS 
mpyHig a emmflrooas phww fai oar Cotortai 
literatare-.f said : •* aafoftaoatdv f« thetepol*- 
*'tion ^ Cotton Mather, HatrWmwa ">* J^' 
"serv^ the AUreee of iU XioieUre, «it&^ 
RegardhM the docameot pabMsbed h f Mather 
hi the Hgfe of a WstorienI hopoitara, I OTwrme* 

MtbfaeSia, that its ^npnmnwm pr^idedtoe 
work, mmtail eiiteiMtmmAv^tat'^^d^ eqprt- 




fiat of thcfact tiMt the 'AiTmm, eBtbe,** WM mb- 
Ikbed hj Increase ICatbcr at tlM cod of liii CSmm 
•f CmiidNku; and, in bit omal atjle— not, I 
tiiink, •iraal, in the Nitrtk AwuHean ReHew — 
•peaks thus — it in a ■perimen of wliat ia atrown 
thruagfa the article: '*Xr. Upbaa abookl liaTe 
** been familiar enoogfa with the original aovroea 
" of informatiun on the ralvject, to liave found 
** this Adn€e in print, serentj-fvor jean befote 
'* Hatcbinaon*a HitUry apficared.'* 

Of cooTM, neither I, nor any one dae, can be 
imagined to soppoaethat fintcfainaon invented 
the docnment. It waa pre-eziatcnt, and at bis 
band. It was not to the porpoee to aaj where 
be found it. I wonder this Reriewer did not 
tell the pnhlic, that I had neter arm, mul, or 
heardofCtlid\ for, to adopt bis habit of reason- 
ing, if I had been acquainted with that writer, 
mj ignorance would bare been enliglitened, •• 
Calef would have informed me that '* the whole 
*' of the MiniHer's advice and answer ia printed 
** in Ciuet of drntdencB, the last pages.^ 

That onlj which finds a place in worics wortbj 
to endure, and of standara value, ia sure of per- 
petual preservation. Hutchinson^s HtHarf 0/ 
Ma$»aehu9etU is a woric of thia description. 
Whatever is committed to its custody will stand 
the test of time. Tliis canmvt be expected of 
that class of tracts or books to which Cojm of 
Conteienee belongs, copies of whidi can hardly 
be fouud, and not likely to justify a separate re- 
publication. It bsH. inder d, not many years ago, 
been reprinted in England, in a series of Old 
Authors, tacked r.n to the Wondert of tko Invit- 
iJUe World.. But few copies have reached thia 
countty; and cmly persons of peculiar, it may 
almost l»e said, eccentric, tastes, would care to 
procure it. It will be impossible to awaken an 
mterest in the general reading pulilic for such 
works. They are forbidding in their matter, 
unintelligible in their style, obscure in their im- 
port and drift, and |x^rvaded by superptitiooa 
and absurdities that have happily (Mi^ed away, 
never, it is to l>c bo|)ed, again to enter the realm 
of theology, philosophy, or popular belief ; and 
will perish by the hand of time, and sink into ob- 
livion. If tliis present ditcussion had not arisen, 
and the ** Advice, entire,*' had nut lieen given by 
Hutchinson, the wppretno 9ert\ perpetratpil by 
Cotton Mather, would, |)erhape, have become 
permanent history. 

In reference to the Advice of the Minietere^ the 
Reviewer, in one |>art of his article, seems to 
complain thus : **Mr. Upbam has never seen fit 
*• to print this paper : " in other parts, be assails 
me from the opposite direction, and in a manner 
too serious, in the character of the assault, to be 
passed over. In my Ixtok, (tt. S67) I thus speak 
of the Advioi oftko Mini$ter$, referring to it, in 
a note to p. 967, in dmikr tenna: **Tbe i«- 
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of hM revcrcBtt 
1^^ ia general tcnna hm 
*' and csrcnmipectkNi hi te 

that theptticeedfaga aboald he>%ora«J|f 
*«riedoa.*^ 

U k a HflUMiy, hi gcMnd and brief lanM^ «a 
m$omm ImmfmmgOj of the impwt of tkm wMn 
docooMBl, covering both aela ef Us aitici«L 
HotchinaiMi eoodenaes il fai aiodlar tcffiii% as do 
Calef and Dooglai. I repent, and bcc it to bo 
marked, thatf do nei foeCs t^ ia fS^aU or ia 
iNirt, hot only give ita impoit ia aiy owa will. 
I daha the JiidgnicBt of the reader, whalkar I do 
not give the impoit of tlie articlcB Mather 
hi the lAfo 9f P kip o th oa e pretcadiag to 
caotion - aa f airiy aa of the aitidca 1m 
apphmdiag the Cooit, aad caeeaiai^ag il to go 




Now, this writer hi tfM JUrik 
sins represents to the readers of timt joainal aad 
to the poUic, thati have fiieCad the Aimm ^ 
th4 ifmiiCfra, and, hi vari^ of phrase^ riBfi tba 
charge of unfair and fake f aeto&a, agaiaia mm. 
He uses this languase: ** If it were soch a hiiaiiai 
* * crime f tir Cotton Mather, ia writiag the Lfft ^ 
*« Sir William Pkipo, to omit thrae Sactioaa, how 
'* will Mr. Upfaam vindicate hia own iiniiminBi, 
** when, writing the history of theae voy ti anin 
** tions, and brmging the gmveat chaigea aoiait 
*'the characteta of tlie persaoa coBoeraed, ha 
**leavea out seven Sectionat** Ifvaeai aoSat- 
tion, and made ao emtsMsne; and it ia tiMiefoia 
ntteriy unjustifiable to say that I lefi mA a^jr 
tiling. I gave the substance of the SectionB Ool- 
tun Mather left out, in language neariy iden ti c al 
with that used by Hutchinson and all otheia. Ia 
the same way, I gave the substance of Hie 8ae- 
tions Mather pnblisbed, in the very scaae he al- 
ways cUimed for tlieni. .What I said did aoi 
bear the form, nor profess the diaractcr, of a fn^ 
tatieji. 

In tlie Wonders of the JtnisihU ITerld, writica 
in 1692, when the prosecvtiona were in full blaift 
and Mather was glorying in them, and for tha 
purpose of prolonging trnm, the only Bectioa ha 
saw fit, in a particnlv connection, to jnoCe, was 
theaECxniD. He prefaced it thna: **T1iej wwa 
** some of the Gracious Words inserted in the 
**Adeice, which num> of the aeighlKirinff 
*'ters did this Summer hnmbly lay before 
** llom»rable Judges."* Let it be noted, by the 
way, that when be thua praiaed tlie doGanieal» 
its autliorship bad not been avowed. Let it far- 
ther lie noteil, that it ia heru let slip that the pa- 
per waa laid brfvre the Judgee^ not Phliia; ahi»v> 
ing that it waa a response to (Aan, not Idni. IM 
it be still further noted, that the Sectiun wMeh 
he thus cited. In 16V2, is oae of those. wUck. 
when the tide had tanied, be lall oat» ia lii7. . 
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The Rflfviewer, refflrriag to Uather^s qnoUtkNi 
of Uie Mcood SedioB of the Adtiee^ io the Wm- 
iUrt, aayt : *'" be printed it io fall, which Mr. Up- 
**hiuii has never done; ** and following out the 
•trange misrepfC9i»tatitm» be smys : ** Mr. Upluun 
**doe« not print an,v |KUt of the eighth Section, 
** as the Ministen ado|)ted it. He Mippreasei the 
** eM*»tial fMrtions, dianges words, and, by in- 
** tcr|M>lation, states that 1^ Ministera * decided- 
*'*ly,* 'earnestly,* and 'vehemently,* reooni* 
** mended that the * proceedings* shoald lie vi^- 
''onufcily curried on. lie who quotes in this 
** manner nvetls <ith«r evidence than that prodoc- 
'* ed by Mr. Ui^ham to entitle him to inipeadi 
** Mr. Mathcr*s integrity.** In another place he 
sa\*a, pursuing the charge ef quoting falsely, as 
to my using the word **|)niGeedings** *'the 
** word l^ not to be found in the Adtiet.^ 

The eighth Section reconmieiids **the speedy 
** and vigorous prueecutions of such as have ren- 
** dered themsijves obnoxious.** In a brief ref- 
eienoe to the subject, I use the words ** speedily 
^ and vigorously,** marking them as quoted, al- 
thoughtheir form was changed by the structure 
of tl^ sentence of my own in which tli^y api>ear. 
Beyond this, I have made no qu^tatioiu, m my 
book, of the Adwice — not a Sectitm, nor sen- 
tence, nor dause, nor line, is a quotation, nor |)re- 
tends to lie. Without characterising what the 
Reviewer has d<iiic, in cfaai^png me with iup- 
pretthn of eateHtial portioug^ interjtoi^Uion, and 
not priHtihg in full, or c«>rrcctly, wliat the Mints- 
ton or any body else said, my duty is discharged, 
by sliowing that there is no truth in the charge — 
no foundation or niiology for it. 

Th« last of the works of Cotton Mather I shall 
examine, in this scrutiny of bis retros|K>ctive opin- 
ions and |Hisltion, relating to the witchcraft |irus- 
ecutioiis, IS the MagnaUa^ |>rinted at Londtm, in 
1 702. He had become wise enough, at that time, 
m>t to commit himself more than he c-ould help. 
^Tlie Uev. John Hale, of Beverly, died in May, 
1700. He liatl taken an active |mrt in the pro- 
ceedings at Salem, in 1693, having, as he saiys, 
from his youtli, been ** trained up in the knowl- 
*' edge and Ijelief of most of the prindples ** up- 
on which the pruefcutiims were conducted, and 
liad held them '^ with a kind of implidt faith.'* 
Towards tlic done of the Trials, his views under- 
went a change : ami, after the la|isc of five years, 
lie pre]>ared a treatise on the subject It is a 
candid, aWe, learned, and every-way commend- 
able performance, ailhering to* the general lie- 
liei in witchcraft, Imt ptinting out the em>rs in 
the methorls of procedu e in the Trials at Salem, 
showing that the principles there acted upon 
were falladous^ The l>o«>k was not printed un- 
til 1702. Cotton 3Iatlier, having access to Mr. 
Hal«*8 manuscript, professedly made up from it 
bia acoooat of the witchcraft trausactions of 



lOM, iniartcd in tlie JftffMlM, Book yi.Paga Tt. 
He adopts the narrative part of the work, sub- 
stantially, avoiding much discussion of the top- 
ics upon whidi Mr. Ilale had laid himself out. 
He dies, indeed, some passages from the argu- 
mentative part,containing marvdlous statement^ 
iHit does not mention that Mr. Hale labored, 
throughout, to show that those and other like 
matters, which had been intitiduced at the Tria^ 
as proofs of spectral agency, were easily resolva- 
ble into the visions and vagaries of a ^ deluded 
'* imagination,** **a phantasy in the brain,** 
** phantasms liefore the CTca.** 

Mr. Hale limits the definition of a witch to the 
following: ^Who is to be esteemed a ca|^ta] 
** witch among Christians? vix: Those that be- 
** ing brought up under the means of the knowl- 
** edge of the true God, yet, being in iheir right 
^ mind or free use of their reason, do knowing- 
** ly and wittingly depart from the true God, so 
**a8 to devote themselves unto, and seek for 
** thdr help from, another God, or the Devil, as 
**did the DevlPs Priests and Prophets of old, 
** that were magicians.** — Aipe H7. 

As he had nfuted, and utterly discarded, the 
whole system of evidence connected with spec- 
tres of the living or ghosts of the dead, the 
above definition rescu^ all but openly profMie, 
alwndoned, and God-defying people from bdng 
prosecuted for witchcraft. Mather transcribes, 
as a quotation, wh.it seems to be the foregoing 
definition, but puts it thus: **A person that, 
** having the free use of reason, doth knowingly 
*'and willinsly seek and «btainof tlie Devil, 
^ or of any other God, Ijesides the true God Jeho- 
** vah, an ability to do or know strange things, 
** or tilings which he cannot by his own humane 
*' abilities arrive unto. This person i^ a witch.** 

The latter part of the definition thus trans- 
cribed, has no justification in Hale*s language, 
but is in conflict with the poititions in his book. 
Mather says, ** the author spends whole Chapters 
** to prove that there yet is a witch.** He omits 
to state, that he spends twice as many Chapters 
to prove that the evidence in the Salem cases 
was nat sufli- lent for that purpose. Upon the 
whole it can hardly 1)e considered a fair tran- 
Mript of Mr. Hale*8 account. He dismisses the 
subject once for nil, in a curt and almost disre- 
spectful style — ^ But thus much for this manu- 
** script.** 

Whoever examines the manner in which he, 
in this way, getft rid of the sul))ect, in the ifa^- 
nalia, must lie convinced, I think, that he felt 
no satisfaction in Mr. Hale*s book, nor in the 
state of things that made It necessary for him 
to give the whole matter the go-by. If the 
public mind had retained its fanatical creduli* 
ty, or if Mather*s own share in the delusion of 
1092 had been agreeable in the retrospect, it 
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cannot be doubted that it would hare afforded 
The Orbat Themb, of his great book. All the 
■trange learning, paw>ionate eloquence, and ex- 
travagant ])iiinting, of its author, would haTe 
been laTiAhed upon it; and we should haTe had 
another 8e]>arate Book, with a Hebrew, Greek, 
or Latin motto or title, which, interpreted, wonld 
KhdMoH Wonderful of WantJrrs. In 1692, his 
language was: *'Witchcmft is a buniness that 
** will not l)e shammed/ In 1700, it whs shoved 
off upon the memory of Mr. Ilale, as a busi- 
ness not safe for him, Mather, to metldle with, 
any longer. It was dropped, as if it buined 
his fingers. 

XV. 

SI8T0RT OF 0PIKI05 At TO COTTON MATH- 
ER*B CONNECTION WITH BALEM WITCHCRAFT. 
THOMAS BRATTLE. THE PEOPLE OF SALEM 
TILLAGE. JOHN HALL. JOHN HI00IN80N. MI- 
CHAEL WIOOLESWORTH. 

8ucb passages as the following are found in 
the article of the JVVrtA American Jtetiew: 
'* These views, respecting Mr. Mathefs connec- 
** tion with the Salem Trials, are to be found in 
** no publication of a date prior to 1881, when 
" Mr. Uph am^s Leeturet were published.^* " These 
** charges have been repeated by Mr. Quincy, in 
**his HUtory of Harvard Univenity^ by Mr, 
** Peabody, in his Life of Cotton Mather^ by Mr. 
*lBancron, and by nearly all historical writers, 
*' since that date.*^ ** An examination of the his- 
**torical text-books, used in our schools, will 
'* show when these ideas originated." 

The position taken by the Reviewer, let it be 
noticed, is, that the idea of Cotton Mather^s 
taking a leading part in the witchcraft prosecu- 
tions of 1692, ** originated^^ with mc*, in a work 
printed in 1831; ami that I have given **the 
** cue ** to all subsequent writers on the subject. 
Now what are the facts! 

Cotton Mather himself is a witness that the 
idea was entertained at the time. In his Diaiy, 
after endeavoring to explain away the admitted 
fact that he was t c eulogist and champion of 
the Judges, while the Trials were pending, be 
says: ** Merely, as far as I can learn, for thisrea- 
**son, the mad people through the country, 
** under a fascination on their spirit •> equal to 
" that which encrgtimcns had on their bodies, 
'* reviled me as if I luid been the doer of all the 
''hard things that were done in the prosecu- 
" tion of the witchcraft.** He repeats tne com- 
plaint, over and over again, in various forms and 
different writings. Indeed, it could not h ive 
been otherwise, than that such should have 
been the popular impression and conviction. 

He was, at that time, bringing before the 
people, most conspicuously, the $ec(md and 
§i$1Uk Articlea of tlie MiniUere AdHei, nigiDg 



on the proeecutioiM. His deportmeDt md ht^ 
rangne at Witch-bill, at the execation of Bur- 
roughs and Proctor; his confident and eager 
endorsement, as related by Bewail, of tbe bcb- 
tences of the Court, at the moment when all 
others were impressed with silent solemnly, bjr 
the spectacle of five persons, profeasing their &b- 
nocency, just launched into etemity ; liia efforts 
to prolong the prosecutions, in ) reparing the 
lM)ok containing the trials of the '*>la]efacton** 
who had suffered ; and his zeal, on all oecaaioM^ 
to "vindicate the Court** and applaud the 
Judges; all conspired in making it the belief of 
the whole people that he was, preeminently, aa- 
swerable for the *' hard things that were done 
** in the prosecutions of the witchcraft.** 

That it was the general opinion, at home Msd 
abroad, can be nf>undantly proved. 

It most be borne in mind, as Is explained im 
my book, that a general leelingpreTMiled, Imme- 
diately, and for some years, alter the witdicraft 
"judicial murders,** that the whole subject \rm 
too horrible to l>e thought of, or cTer mentloii- 
ed ; and as nearly the whole community, dther 
by acting in faTor of the proceedings or falling 
to act against them, had become more or less 
responsible for them, there was an almost uil* 
versal understanding to avoid criminatloD at 
recrimination. Besides, so far as Cotton Math- 
er was concerned, his professional and sodal 
position, great talents and learning, and capaci- 
ty with a disposition for usefulness, joined to 
the reverend* then felt for Ministers prevented 
his being assailctl even by those who most dl»> 
approved his course. Increase Mather was Plne»> 
ident of the College and head of the CUrgj, 
The prevalent impression that he had, to some 
extent, disapproved of the prrceedines, made 
men unwilling to wourd his feelings by serevs 
criticisms upon his son ; for, whatcTer differene- 
es might lie supjiosed to exist between them, all 
well-minded persons respected their natural and 
honorable sensitiveness to each otlicr*s repntft- 
tion. Reasons like these prevented open dem- 
onstrations against both of them. Nevertheless, 
it is easy to gather sufficient evidence to prorc 
my point 

Thomas Brattle was a Boston merchattt of 
great munificence and eminent talents and at* 
tainments. His name is perpetuated by ^ Brat* 
** tie-street Church,'* of which he was the chief 
founder. Dr. John Eliot, In his BiograplkktU 
Dielionary, speaks of him thus — referrinff to his 
letter on the witchcraft of 1092, dated October 
8, of that year: **Mr. Brattle wrote an accomit 
'* of those transactions, which wss too plain and 
** just to be published In those nnhappv tlmc% 
** but hns l)ecn printed since; and whidb canool 
** be read without feeling sentiments of esteem 
** for a man, who ladiil|^ a freedom of tkovghl 



** beeoming a Chrittiaii and phikMopher. He, 
** fit>m the begiiming, opposed the pnjudioet of 
** the people, the proceedmcs of Uie Court, and 
'^the penrene zeal of thoee Ministera oftheOo»> 
^'pd, who, hj their preaching and conduct, 
** canted sndi real distrets to the community. 
** They, who called hia an infidel, were obliged 
** to acknowledge that his wisdom shone witli 
^uncommon lustre/' 

His brother, William Brattle, with whom he 
ieems to have been in entire harmonv of opin- 
ion, on all subject^*, was long an honored in- 
structor and Fellow of H inrard College^ and 
Minister of the First Church, at Cambridge. 
He was ce*ebrated here and in England, for his 
learning, and endeared to all men bj his Tir- 
tnesi He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London. Jeremiah Dumoier, as well qualified 
to pronounce such an opinion as any man of his 
Ume, places him as a preacher a>>OTe all his 
eontempi>raries, in either Old or New England. 

The Brattles were both politically opposed 
to the Mathers. But, as matters then stood, itt 
Tiew of the prevailing infatuation— particu- 
larly as the comae upon which Phips had de- 
termined was not then known— caution and pru- 
dence were deemed necessary ; and the letter was 
ton^mtial. Indeed, all expressions of criti- 
cism, on the conduct of the Goyemment, were 
required to be so. It is a valuable document, 
justifying the reputation the writer had estab- 
lished in life and has borne ever since. Con- 
demning the methods pursued in the Salem 
Trials. he says: after stating that ** several men, 
** for understanding, judgment, and piety, infe- 
" rior to few, if any, utterly condemn the pro- 
**ceedings^ at Salem, " I shall nominate some 
** of these to you, via.: the Hon. Simon Brad- 
"street, Esq., «»ur late Oovemor; the Hon. 
'^'fhomas Dsnforth, our late Deputy-governor; 
** the Rev. Mr. Increase Mather ; and the Rev. 
*^ llr. Samuel Willani'' 

Bradstreet was ninety years of age, but in the 
full posftemon of his mental faculties. In this 
sense, *' his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
** force abated.^ Thirteen years before, when 
Governor of the Colony, be bad refused to 
order to execution a woman who had been- con- 
victed of witchcraft, in a series of trials that 
had gone through all the Courts, with concur- 
ring verdicts, confirmed at an adjudication by 
the Board of Assistants-^as President of which 
body, it had been his ofiicial duty to pass upon 
her the final sentence of death. Juries, Judges, 
both branches of the Legislature, and the people, 
clamored for her execution; but the brave old 
Governor withstood them all, resolutely and in- 
exorably: an innocent and good woman and' 
the honor of the Colony, at that time, were sav- 
ed. Mr. Halt informs us that Bradstreet refus- 



ed to allow tlie sentence to take effect, for tbeie 
reasons: that **a spectre doing mischief in 
** her likeness, shoulo not be imputed to her 
** person, as a ground of guilt; and that one 
** s'ngle witness to one fact and another single 
*' witness to another fact** were not to be es- 
teemed ** two witnesses in a matter capital.** 
No Executive Magistrate has left a recora more 
honorable to his name, than that of Bradstreet, 
on this occasion. If his principles had been 
heeded, not a conviction could have been ob- 
tained, in 169S. It was because of his known 
opposition, that his two sons were cried out 
upon and had to fly for their lives. That Brat- 
tle was justified in naming Danforlh, in this 
connection, the conversation of t! at person with 
Sewall, on the fifteenth of October, proves. It 
is understood, by many indications, that, al- 
thou^, in former years, inclined to the popular 
delusions of the day, touching witchcraft, Wil- 
lard was an opponent of the prosecutions; and 
Brattle must be regarded as having had means 
of judginff of Increase Mather*s views and fed- 
insi^ on the eighth of October. 

This singling out of the father, thereby dis- 
tinguishing him from the son, must, I think, be 
conclusive evidence, to every man who candid- 
ly considers the circumstances of the case and 
the purport of the document, that Brattle did 
not consider Cotton Mather entitled to be nam- 
ed in tbe honored list 

Brattle further says: ** Excepting Mr. Hale, 
" Mr. Koyes, and Mr. Parris, tne Rev. Elders, 
** almost throughout the whole country, are very 
"much dissatisfied.** The word ** almost,** 
leaves room for others to be placed in the same 
eatery with Hale, Noyes, and Parris. The 
Reviewer argues thut because Cotton Mather is 
not named at all, in either list, tlierefore he must 
l)e counted in the first ! 

The father and son were associate Ministers 
of the same Church; ihej shared together a 
great name, fame, and position ; both men of the 
liighest note, here and abroad, conspicuous be- 
fore all eyes, standing, hand in hand, in all the 
associations and sentiments of the people, unit- 
ed by domestic ties, similar pursuits, and every 
form of public action and observation — 'V'-by did 
Brattle, in so marked a manner, separate them, 
holding the one up, in an honorable point of 
view, and passing over the other, not ever men- 
tioning his name, as the Reviewer observes t 

If he really disapproved of the prosecutions 
at Salem — if, as the Reviewer posit vely states, 
he *' denounced** ttem — is it not unaccountable 
that Brattle did rot name him with his father! 

These questions press with especial .'orce 
upon the Reviewer, under the interpretation he 
crowds npon the passage from Brattle, I am now 
to cite. If that mteipretation can be allowed. 
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it will, ill the face of all tbat haa come to oa, 
make Brattle oat to have had a most ezalt^ 
opinion of Cotton Mather, and render it unac- 
countable indeed that he did not mention him, 
in honor, as he did his father and Mr. Willard. 
The passage is this : ** I cannot but highly ap- 
** plaud, and think it o r duty to be very tliank- 
** fill for, the endeavours of several Elders, whose 
** lips, I think, should preservr knowledge, and 
** whose counsel should, I think, have bf*en more 
** regarded, in a case of this nature, than as jet 
** it lias been : in particular, I cannot but think 
^ very honorably of the endeavours of a Rev. 
" person in Boston, whose goo<1 affections to his 
^country, in general, and spiritual relation to 
** three of the Judges, in particular, has made 
"him very solicitous and industrious in this 
" matter ; and I am fully persuaded, that had 
" his notions and proposals been hearkened to 
" and followed, when thc^se troubles were in 
** their birth, in an ordinary way, they would 
** never have grown unto that height which now 
*'they have. He has, as yet, met with little 
"but unkindness, abuse, and reproach, from 
** many men ; but, I trust, that in after times, 
" his wisdom and service will find a more uni- 
** versal acknowledgment ; and if not, his re- 
" ward is with the Lord.** 

The learned Editor of the Fifth Volume ot 
the MdsioehiuetU ffistariedl ColUetionSy First 
Seriea, in a note to this pass^tge {p, 76), says: 
" Supposed to be Mr. Willard.'* Such has al. 
ways been the sup]>o8ition. The Reviewer has 
undertaken to make it out that Cotton Mather 
is the person referred to by Brattle. These two 
men were opposed to each other, in the politics 
of that period. The course of the Mathess, in 
connection with the loss of the old, and the es- 
tablishment of the new. Charter, gave rise to 
much dissatisfaction ; and party divisions were 
quite acrimonious. The language used by Brat- 
tle, applauding the public course of the person 
of whom he was s])eaking, would be utterly in- 
explicable, if applied to Mather. The "en- 
" deavours, counsels, notions and proposals,** to 
which he alludes, could not have referred to 
Matlier*8 plans, which I have attempted to ex- 
plain, because described by Brattle as being in 
** an ordinary way.** " Unkindness, abuse, and 
" reproach ** find an explanation in the fact, 
that Willard was *'cried out upon ** and brought 
into peril of reputation and life, by the creatures 
of the prosecution. The mons^rousness of the 
rnpposition that Mather ^was referred to, would 
hardly be heightened if* it should appear that 
Brattle supplied Calef with materials in hia 
coBtroveray with Mather. 

The language, throughout, b in conformity 
with the political relations between Brattle and 
Willard. The aide the latter had eapouaed waa 



pat b^ood qocitSoo by hfs spncariiif; oa th» 
fifteenth of November, at EKaba CooVs Thank*- 

S'lvinff; and that waa the same occai^ed bj 
rattle. Bat the question ia settled bythe tart 
that three of the Judget belonged to willard^ 
Congregation and Church, whmaa only mm b»> 
longed to the Church of the Mathera. The Re- 
viewer says: " We do not assert that thia infar- 
** ence is not the correct one.** But, in q»ite oC 
this substantial admisdon, with that ativiige 
pn>pensity to overturn all the eoncIoaioBa rf 
history to glority Cotton Mather, at the expenaa 
of others, and even, in this instance, asainat hia 
own better judgment, he labors to male us bin 
lieve — what be himaelf doea not ventore to 
" assert **— that the " spiritual lelatioD*' in wbi^ 
Mather stood to three of the Jadgca, waa noti 
what, in those days and ever aincc, it baa beta 
understood to mean, tbat of a Paator with bit 
flock, but nothing more than intimate ItSeDd- 
sh p. If thia waa what Brattle meant, be would 
have said at least /our of the Jodgca, tor, at 
that time, Sewall waa in full accord with Matb- 
er. Tliey took ooanael together. It waa at the 
house of Sewall tbat thepreparation of the 
Wonders of the InweibU Wirli waa finally ar- 
ranged with Mather ; and be, alone, of all tbe 
side Judges, united with Stoagbton, aome days 
after the date of Brattle*a letter, in csdoniiif 
and commendinff tbat worit 

If the expression, *' spiritual relationa,'* ia di- 
vorced from ita proper aenae, and made to meaa 
sympathy of opinion or agreement in e onna a l a, 
it ill becomea the Reviewer to try to make it ool 
that Mather held that relatioB with anw ^ Oa 
Judge; He representa him, throoKboot hia arti- 
cle, as at 8word*s points with tibe C^ort He ngFt 
that he ** denounced** ita course^ **aa Qlcgal, 
** uncharitable, and cmeL** Tboe ia, indeed, 
not a shadow of f oandation for thia irtatrmfflit, 
as to Mather*s relation to the Coart ; but it aba»> 
lutely precludes the Reviewer from sncfa an intei^ 
pretation aa be attempta, of tbe exprearioa o# 
Brattle. 

The Reviewer saya : **If Mr. Miitbcr ia Ml 
** alluded to, in thni para^nqib, be ia omitttd 
** altop^her from tbe narrative, except aa splritanl 
** adviser of the persona oondemnea.** 

This is an instance of the way in wbidi Ada 
writer establishes history. Without any and 
against all evidence, in tbe licenae of bia imagi- 
nation alone, he had thrown out tiie aoggesMi 
that Mather attended tbe execationa» aa the ndoii- 
terial comforter and counsellor of tbe soffereitL 
Then, by a sleight of band, be traaafofma tfait 
** phantasy ** of hia own brain into an nnqaen- 
tionable fact. 

If Mr. Blather ia not allndedtoin tbafoDov- 
ing passase from Brattle*a letter, who iat **I 
** cannot bnt admire^ that a^y abonld fo «M 
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**their dwtempered fricDdt ami relatlTcs to the 
** ai&icted children to know what theie distem- 
** pered friendi aU ; whether they are not be- 
** witched ; who it is that afflicts them * and the 
**like. It is troe, I know no reason why Uiese 
" afflicted maj not be consulted as well as any 
** other, if so be that it was only their natural 
** and ordinary knowledge that was had recourse 
** to ; but it is not on tliis notion that these af* 
**fli<led children are simglit unto; but as they 
** hav^a supcmntuntl knowlcilge — a knowledge 
'* which they obtain by their hoT<ting correspond- 
* * ence with spectres or ctiI spirits — as they them- 
** scWcs grant. This consulting of these afflicted 
** children, as abovcsaid, seems to me a veo' grots 
*' CTil, a real alx>niination, not fit to lie known in 
** New England, and yet is a tiling practiced, not 
*' only )>y Tom and John — I mean the ruder and 
** more ignorant sort — l>ut by many who prt>fesa 
** high, and pass among us for some of the better 
'*8ort. This is that wliich aggravates tlie evil 
'* and makes it heinouii and tremendous ; and 
'* yet this is not the worst of it, for, as sure as I 
** now write to you, even some of our civil lead- 
**ers and spiritual teachers, who, I think, should 
** punish and preach down such sorcery and 
** wickedness, do yet allow of, encourage, yea, 
*' and practice, this very abomination. 

** I know tliere arc several worthy gentlemen, 
" in Salem, who account this practice as an alwrn- 
** ination ; have trembled to sec the methods of 
** this nature which others have used ; and have 
** declared themselves to think the practice to Ije 
** vcT)' evil and corrupt ; but all avails little with 
*'the abettors of the said practice.^ 

Does not this stem condemnation fall on the 
head of the ** spiritual teacher,^ who received 
constant communications from the spectral world, 
fastening the charge of dia*H)lical confederacy 
npon other persons, in confidential interviews 
with confessing witchef — not to mention the 
Goodwin girls; — whose l>onst it wns, **it may lie 
** no man firing has had more|>cople, under |>re- 
** tematural and astonishing circumstances, cast 
** by the Providence of GU)d int» his more par- 
*' ticnlar care than I have had :'' and that he liad 
kept to himself information thus obtained, which. 
If be had not suppressed it, would have led to 
the conviction of **such witches as ought to 
**die;^* who sought to have the exclusive right 
of receiving such c«)mmnnications conferred upon 
him, ** by the authority ; ^' who, at tnat time, was 
holding this intercourse with |)crsonM pretending 
to spectral visions; and, the next year, held such 
relations with I^Iargaret Rule 7 

Tlie n(*zt evidence in support of the opinion 
that Cotton Mather was considered, at the time, 
as identified with the proceedings at Salem, in 
1693, although circumstantial, cannot, I think, 
but be regarded as quite condiisiTe. 



Immediately after the p ro ae oiti o M termloated, 
measures benpintobe develofied to remove Mr. 
Parria from hb ministry. Tlie leaction early took 
effect wliere the outrages of the delusion bad 
been UKJSt flagrant ; and the injured feelingt of 
the friends of those who had been so cruelly cot 
off, and of all who had suffered in their chame- 
ters and «-ondition, found expression. A move- 
ment was made, directly and personally, upon Par- 
ris, in consequence of his cons|)icuous lead In the 
IMTosecutiona ; showing itFclf, first, in the form of 
litigation, in the Courts, of questions of salary 
and the adjustment of aooounu. Soon, it broke 
out in the Churdi ; and satisfaction was demand- 
ed, by aggrieved brethren, in the methods appio- 
prfaUe to ecdesiastical action. The charges here 
made against bun were exclusively In referenee 
to his course, at the Examinations and Trials, la 
1692. The conflict, thus initiated, is one of the 
most memorable In our Church History. Pteria 
and his adherenta resisted, for a long timc^ the 
rightful and orderiy demands of his opponents 
for a Mutual CoundL At length, many of the 
Ministers, who sympathized with the aggrieved 
brethren, felt it tlieir duty to interpoee, and ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Parris, giving him to on- 
derftand that they were of opinion he ought to 
comply with the demand for a Council. This let- 
ter, dated the fourteenth of June, 1694, was signed 
by several of the neighboring Ministers, and by 
James Allen, of the Firrt, and Samuel Willard, A 
the Old South, Churches, in Boston, but not hp tht 
Maiken. On the tenth of September, a similar 
letter was written to him, also signed by neigh- 
boring Minlfters, and I^Ir. Allen, and Mr. Willard, 
hutrnthyiks Matken. 

Not daring to refuse any longer, Parria, pro- 
fessedly yielding to the denumd, consented to a 
Mutual Council, but avoided it, in this way. 
Each party was to select three Cimrches, to main- 
tain its interests and give friendly protection to 
its rights and feelings. The aggrieved brethren 
selected the Churclies of Rowley, Salisbury and 
Ipswich. Parris undertook to oliject to the 
Church of Ipswich ; and refused to proceed, if it 
was invited. Of course, the aggrieved brethren 
))eniisted in their right to name tlie Churches on 
their «de. Knowing that they had the right so 
to do, and that public opinion would sustain them 
in it, Parris escaped the dilemma, by calling an 
ex parts Counal; and the Churches inyited to It 
were those of North Boston, Weymouth, Maiden, 
ami Rowley. The first was that of the Matheriw 
That Parris was right in relying upon the Rev. 
Samuel Torrey of We3rmouth, is rendered proba- 
ble by the circumstance that, of the names of 
the fourteen Ministers, including all those known 
to have been opposed to the proceedings at Sa- 
lem, attadied to the recommendation of the 
Gum pf Coiueimutf hia it sol one; and bh^ 
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be considered as made oertoin bj the fact record- 
ed by Scwal), that he was opixiwd to the dbcon- 
tinoance of the Trials. The PaKtor of the Mai- 
den Church was the Tenerable Michael Wiggles- 
worth, a gentleman of the highest rcpnte ; who 
had declined the Presidency of Harvard College ; 
whose son and irrand s^ »n iK'caine Professora in 
that institution ; and wlitisc descendants still sus- 
tain the honor of their name and lineage. From 
the tone of his writings, it is quite probable that 
he favored the witchcrajft proceedings, at the be- 
ginning ; but the change of mind, afterwards 
strongly expressed, had. ]>crhaps, then begun to 
l>e experienced, for he did not respond to the 
call, as his natne does not appear in the record 
of the Council. The fact that Parris chiefly de- 
|)ende<l Ufxm the Church at North Boston, of 
which C(>ttun Mather was Pastor, to sustain his 
cause, in a Council, whose whole business was to 
pass U|)on his conduct in the witchcraft prosecu- 
tions, is quite decisive. That Church was named 
by him, from the first to the last, and neither of 
the other Br>ston Churches. It shows that he 
tamed to Cotton Mather, more than to any otlier 
Minister, to l>e his champion. 

It is further decisively proved that the reaction 
had l)ecome strong among the Ministers, by the 
unusual stcjis they took to prevent that Coiuncil 
lieing under the sway of such men as Cotton 
Mather and Torrcy, thereby prolonging the mis- 
chief. A meeting of the ** Reverend Eldeis of 
** the Bay *' was held ; and Mr. PArris was given 
to understand that, in their judgment, the 
Churches of Messrs. Allen and Willard ought also 
to l>e invited. He bitterly resented this, and saw 
that it sealed his fate ; but felt the necessity of 
yielding to it. The addition of those two 
Churches, with their Pastors, determined the cliar- 
acter and result of the Council, and gave new 
•trength to the aggrieved brethren, who soon suc- 
ceeded in com|)elling Parris and his friends to 
agree to submit the whole matter to the arbitra- 
tion of three men, mutually chosen, whose decision 
should be final. 

The umpire selected in behalf of the oppo- 
nents of Pains was no other than Elisha Cook, 
the head of the party arrayed against Mather. Wait 
Winthrop api)ears to have l>een selected by Par- 
ris ; and Samuel Se wall was mutually agreed U|K>n. 
Two of the three, who thus passed final judgment 
against the proceedings at the Salem Trials, 
sat on the Bench of the Special Court of Oyer 
and Terminer. The case of the aggrieved bretli- 
ren was prei^nted to the Arbitrators in a dt>cu- 
roent, signed by four men, as "Attorneys of the 
** people of the Village,** each one of whom had 
been struck at, in the time of the prosecutions. 
It exdu9itely refers to Mr. Parris^s conduct, in 
the witchcraft prosecutions ; to ** his believing 
'* the Devil^B accusations;** and to his going to title 



accosiiig gir!a, to know of them "whoallUeted*' 
them. F«»r these reaaooi, and tkew aloofly tlnqr 
** sulHnit the whole** to the decWoD of the Ar- 
bitrators, amcludingthnt: ** to detemiiiie whcth- 
*' er we are, or uuglit to be, any way* obllgod to 
'* bon4»r, resfiect, imd support tudi an initnimail 
* * of our uiir(cri<<s.** The Arbitrator* deckled thofc 
they ought not ; flzcd the aom to be paid to Vw^ 
ris, as a final settlement ; and dedand the ahi- 
isterial relation, between him and the pooplo of 
the Village, dissolved. 

With thb ofilcial statemeot of the grondi ea 
which his dismission was demanded and ohCihH 
cd, before his eyes, as printed by Calef {p. 6S^ 
this Reviewer says that Planii remained the Mia- 
i^ter of Salem Village, five jeara ** after the 
'* witchcruft excitement;** and further mj% '^tfae 
"immediate cause of his leaving, was hkqnnr^ 
** rel with the Parish, concerning tMrty eorae of 
**wood and the fee of the parsonage.** Ho 
thus thinks, by a dash of hia pen, to strike oat 
the record of the fact that the nudn, hi trach, 
the only, gnmnd on whidi Pkrria was diimimid, 
was the part he bore in the witchcnft praaecn- 
tions. The salary question had been pending in 
the Courts ; but it was wholly left oat of Tiew, 
by the the party demanding hia diamiaaioB. It 
had nothing to do with dismiuitm; was a qnea- 
tion of contract and dtht ; and was abeorlied in 
the '* excitement.** ukieh had ne^er eeasti, abovt 
the witchcraft prosecutions. The Arbitratondid 
not decide those que8tionl^ about salary and the 
Iwlance of accounts, except as incidetttal So the 
other question, of dUmis^wm, 

The feeling among the inhabitanti of Salem 
VilUge, that Cotton Mather was in aympoth/ 
with 3Ir. Parria, daring the witchcraft piuaecn- 
tions, is demonstrated by the &cta I have ad- 
duced connected with the controvengr betwen 
them and the latter, and moat emphaticaUj bf 
thdr choice of Elisha Cook, as tiie Arliitiator, oa 
their part. Surely no persons of that day, on- 
derstood the matter better than tbcgr di^ In- 
deed, they could not have been mistaken abovt 
it It remained the settled oonriction of tliat 
community. 

When the healing ministry of the anmimca 
of Parris, Joseph Green, was brought to a doaa, 
by the early death of that good man, in 17lt, 
and the whole Parish, still feeling tlie dire eflbcia 
of the great calamity of 1693, were mourning 
their bereavement, expressed in their own lan- 
guage : ** the choicest flower, and greemjit ofifo- 
'* tree, in the garden of our God here^ cat dowa 
'* in its prime and flourishing estate^** tlicry pamed 
a vote, earnestly soliciting the Rev. William Bret- 
tie of Cambridge, to visit them. He was alware 
a known opixment of Cotton Mather. 1V> havo 
selected him to come to them, in their diitn« 
and destitotioo, indicates the Tiewi then pio?^ 
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lent ia tbe VUlage. He went to them and guided 
them by his adrioe, oatil thejr oUainvd a new 
.Minister. 

:;rrhe mention of the fact bj Mr. Hale, aheadr 
tftnttfl. that Cotton Mather*t book, UewtaraMe 
P$'ttrv1ettee$^ was osed as an authoritj bjr the 
Judges at the Salem Trials, shows that the author 
of that work was regarded by Hale as, to that 
extent at least, responsiblj connected with the 
pniaecntioua. 

^I pass over,, for tlio {jresent, the procee^Ungs 
and writings of Ruliert C\ilef. 

After the la|isc of a few yean, a feeling, 
which liad I wen slowly, but steadily, rising among 
the (Miople, that some general and public acknowl- 
edgment ou^ht to be made by all who had been 
engaged in the|>rocecdingsof 1692, »nd especially 
by the authorities, of the wrun«»H cttmmitted in 
that dark day, became Uw stnmg to he safely 
disregarded. On the seventeenth of IVoemlier, 
1696, Stoughton, then acting n» GKtvemor, is«ued 
a Proclamation, ordaining, in hi^ name and that 
of the Council and Assembly, a Public F:ujct, to 
be kept on the fourteenth of January, to implore 
that the anger of God might tie turned uway, 
and His hand, then litrctched over the people in 
manifold judgments, lifted. After referring to 
the riarticular calamities they were suffering 
and to the mnny days that bad been 8|)ent in 
solemn addre«>e» to the throne of menry, it ex- 
presses a fear that something n-as still wanting 
to accompany their supplication*, and proceeds 
to refer, specially, to the witehcmft tiagetly. It 
was on the (Kxaision of this Fast, that Judge 



** I would eooM yet Mtrar to • 
«*tune^ and bewail the crran and miitaket tbet 
" have been, in tbeyear 16M— by loUowni^siidi 
*'tradit]oiit of oor fathers, maxims of the cooi- 
'* mon law, and |irecedents and prindples, which 
*'now we may see, wei(Hied in the bahuieeof 
''the sanctnar)*, are foimd too light— Such was 
**the darkness of that day, the tortnm and 
'* lamentations of the ai&icted, and the power of 
** former precedents, that we walkea hi the 
** doods and could not see our way — ^I would 
** humbly propose whether it be not expedient 
'* that somewhat mote should be pablldy done 
'* than yet hath, for dcaring the sood name and 
** reputation of tone that hxTe lollaed npoo tUi 
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The Rer. John Higginson, Benior PiMtor of 
the First Church in Salem, thai eiffhty-two yeari 
ofage,inarocommendatofy BputCsU tht Bmdw^ 
prt^xedtoMr. Hale's book, dated thetweaty-third 
of March, 1698. after stating that, **andcrtheia- 
** fimiities of a decrepit old age, lie stirred little 
' ' abroad, and was much disenabled (both in body 
*' and mind) from knowing and judging of oc> 
'* currents and transactions of that time;^ proceeds 
to say that he was '* more willing to aooompany ** 
Mr. Hale *'to the press,^ because he thought his 
**treatiseneedfuland useful upondiversaooonnta;** 
among others spcdiied b}* him, is the following : 
** That* whatever errors or mistakte we fdl into^ 
" in the dark hour of temptation that waa upon 
**us, may be (upon more light) so disoovcied, 
** acknowledged, and disowned by us, as that It 
*' may be matter of warning and caution to those 



Sewall acted the fiart, in the public assembly of ** that come aftrr us, that they may not fall into 
Uie old South Church, for which bis name will "the like. — /. Cor. x, 11. Fdix qnemfaeiwU 

*' alUna perkula eautum. I would also pro- 
** pound, and leave it as an object of oonsiaera- 



ever be held in dear and honored memory. 

The public mind wais no doubt, gratified and 
much relieved, but not *:itisfie<1. by this demon- 
stration. The Proclamation did not after all, 
meet its demands. D|x»n careful cxMniiiiation 
and dc1il>crate reflection, it rather aggravated the 
prevalent feeling. Written, as wast to l>esup 
posed, by Stouzht<»n, it could not repn'sent a re- 
action in which he t(N»k no |>ait Its|>okeof 
** mistakes on either lumd.'* and used geneml 
forms, ** wherein we have done amiss, to do so 
** no more.*' It endorsed, in a new utterance, 
the delusion, sheltering the pro|)er agents of the 
misdiief, by ascribing it all to **&itan and his 
''instruments, through the awful judgment of 
"Gnd:** and no atonement, for the injuries to 
tbe <;ood name and estop's of the sufferers, not 
to spf*ak of the lives that had been cut off, was 
sni;gcsted. Tlie conviction was only deepened, 
in all ffmid minus, timt something more ought to 
be done. Mr. Hale, of Bevcriy, met the oMigm- 
tion pressing upon his tcn^i* of justice and ap- 
pealing to him with especial force, by writing 
his bo<^ from which the following passages are 



'* tion, to our honored Magistrates and Reverend 
"Ministera, whether the equity of th«t law ia 
** Letitieut, Chap. iv. for a sin-offering for the 
*' Rulers and for tlie Congregation, in the case of 
* * sins of ignorance, when they come to be known, 
" lie n(»t obliging, and for direction to us In a 
** Gosi>el way.** The venerable man coododes by 
saying that ** it shall lie the pmyer of him who 
"is daily waiting for his diange and kiokii^ 
*' for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ, nato 
'* eternal life,** that the *' blessing of Heaven may 
** g<i along with this little treatise to attain the 
*' good eiids thereof.^ 

Judge Sewall, too, and the Jury that had 
given the verdicts at the Trials, in 1692, publicly 
and emphatically acknowledged that they had 
been led into error. 

All these things afford decisive and af- 
fecting evidence of a prevalent conyictioii tl.at 
a great wrong had 1>een committed. The Tote 
passed bv the Church at Salem Village, on tlie 
fourteenth of February, 1708— ''We are, tbrongh 
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** God*s mercy to im, oonTinoed that we were, 
at tiiat dark day, under the power of those 
errors wliich then preTailed in the land.^ 
Wc d^ire that this mny be entered I in our 
*' Church-book,** ** that so* God may lorgiTe our 
^ Sin, and may l)e atoned for the land ; and we 
** humbly pray that Ow\ will not !eaTe ua any 
" more to nuch ermra and sins ^ — affords strik- 
ing proof that tlie right feeling had penetrated 
the whole community. On the eighth of July, 
of that same year, n«irly the whole body of the 
Clergy of Emex-county addressed a Memorial 
to the General Court, in which they say, ** There 
** is great reason to fear that innocent persons 
** then suffered, and that God may have a con- 
** troTcrsy with the land upon that ac count** 

Nothing of the kind, however, wasever heard 
from the Ministers of Boston and the vicinity. 
Why did they not join their voices in this pray- 
er, going up elsewhere, from all concerned, for 
the divine forgiveness? We know that most 
of them felt right Samuel Willard and James 
Allen did ; and so did William Brattle, of Cam- 
bridge. Their silence cannot, it seems to me, 
lie accounted for, but by considering thedtgree 
to which they were embarrassed by the relation 
of the Mathers to the affair. One brave-hearted 
old man remonsitrated against their failure to 
meet the duty of the hour, and addressed his 
remonstrance to the right quarter. The Rev. 
Michael Wiggle^worth, a Fellow of Har\''ard 
College, and honored in all the Churches, wrote 
a letter to Increase Mather, dated July 22, 
1704 [Mather Bipert, 647]^ couched in strong 
and 1x»ld terms, Ijeginning thus : 

** Ret. akd Dear 8*. I am right well assur- 
*' ed that both yourself, your son, and th-.* rest of 
** our brethren with you in Boston, have a deep 
** sense upon your spirits of the awful symptoms 
** of the Divine displeasure that we He under 
*' at this dav.** After brief! v enumeratinu the 
public calamities of the period, he continues. 
** I doubt not but you are all endeavouring to 
** find out and discover to the people the caus- 
** es of God's controversv, and how they are to 
^ be removed ; to help forward this difficult and 
'* necessary work, give me leave to impart some 
** of my serious and solemn thoughts. I fear 
** (amongst our many other provocations) that 
** God hath a controvcrxy with us aliout what 
** was done in the time of the Witchcraft. I 
** fear that innocent blood hath been shed, and 
*' that many hate had their hande i^ed there- 
*' «0itA.** After expressing his belief that the 
Judges acted conscientiously, and that the 
persons concerned were di'Ceived, he proceeds : 
*' Be it then that it was done ignorantly. Paul, 
'*a Pharisee, persecuted the Church of God, 
*' shed the blocKl of Grid's Saints, and yet obtain- 
*' ed mercy, because he did it in ignorance ; but 



" how doth ht liewafl R, and i»umt\Atm^§m% 
** liefore God and umi aflerwaida. [/. TimL L IS, 
**16,] I think, and am verily pefsuadcd, God «- 
" |irrtn thsf jtv dn thr likr. In nrdrr tn nnr nhtaii 
** ing his itaidtin : I mean by a Pnblie and 8al-> 
**enm acknowledgment of H and IwiniiliKriw 
^* f<»r it ; and tlie mure partieolarij and pcraoa- 
*' ally it is dtme by all that have heok mctai% tfa» 
** mon; pleasing it will lie to Ood, md wmn tf> 
** fertual to turn aWay his Jodgmcnta from tfa» 
**I^nd, and to prevent hit wiath Iroai f^Mag 
** upon the pereont and famfliea bl tmdk as Imm 
*- been mciat ecmcenied. 

** I know thia b a JMi Ue tenfwrw, bat wbil 
** shall we do! Must we pine awaj ia 
*' iqnitirs, rather than bcAaly dedaiv tile 
** of Gnd, who tella us, [Imie i. 15.] ' 
** * make miiny prayers, I will act hew yo«, 
'* * hands are full of blood.* ** 

He fuKlier says that be bdievci that **tfaa 
** whole country lies underacorM to tUi day^ 
** and will do, till some eflcctoal eonne be faksB 
* * by our h<»nored Governor and Gcnorml Govt to 
** make amends and reparation ** to the fwfliM 
of such as were condenmed '*for roppoaid 
"witchcraft,** or have **heen mined faj tskim^ 
* ' away and making havoc of their estatsa.** Af- 
ter continuing the aiguuient, dis^oeiBg of tlie a- 
cuse that the country was too impoverkbed to 
do any thing in that way, he chsrgcs hift csutm^ 
popdent to communicate hit thonghte to ** tho 
*' Rev. Samuel Willard and the rest of ow 
*' ren in the ministry,** that action may be 
without delay. He condudet his phun 
nest appeal and remonstrance, in then woido: 
*' I have, with a weak body and tnmUIng handy 
*' endeavoured to leave my testimonj befon I 
** leave the world ; and having hdi it whli yam 
•« (my Rev. Brethren) I hope i shall l«av« tkio 
** life with more peace, when Qod aeeth meet to 
**callmehenoe.^ 

He died within a year. When the toae of thb 
letter is carefully considered, and the pitasMn of 
its forcible and bold reasoning, anioontiag to a* 
postulation, is ez:imined, it can hardly be qMO> 
tioned that it was addrosed to the pmopt i^o 
most needed to be appealed ta Sot ao 
a]>tK>ars to have been produced bj it 

In introducing his re|x>rt of the Triak, 
tained in the Wanders of the ImwiMs WmU, 
Cotton Mather, alluding to the " sorviviiy ido- 
** tions** of those who had been executea, a^ye: 
*'Tlie Lord comfort tliem.** It was poor rnMo 
Intion he gave them in that Ijook— -liolding up 
their parents. wivi«, and husbanda, as ** Malefae- 
** tors.** Neitlier he nor hia father ever e»pw 
ed a sentiment in harmony with those ottered bgr 
Hale, Higginson, or Wi^leaworth— on die eon- 
trary. Cotton Mather, writing a year after the 8i^ 
I lem Tragedy, almost chuckles orcr it.: **Ib the 
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"whole— the Devil got jott nothing— hot Ood 
'*got prmiseft. Christ got sabjecta, the Holj 
** Spirit got temples, the church got sddition, 
** :ind the sools of men got everiasting benefits.*^ 

Stoii^hton remained nearly the whole time, on- 
til bis death, in May, 1702, in control of.affain. 
Bj his iafluence over the Government and that 
of the Mathers oTer the Clergy, nothing was done 
to remove the dark stigma from the honor of the 
Province, and no. seasonable or adequate repara- 
tion ever made for the Great Wrong. 

I am additionally indebted to the kindness of 
Dr. Moore for the following extracts from a Ser- 
mon to the General Assembly, delivered by Cot- 
tmn Mather, in 1709, Intitled ThtopolU America- 
^ na. Pure Gold in the market place.^ 

**In two or three too Memorable Days of 
^ Temptation^ that have been upon us, there 
** have been Errors Committed. You are always 
** ready to Declare unto all the World, * That yon 
** * disapprove those Errors.^ You are willing to 
'* inform all mankind with your Dedaraiions, 

** That no man may 1)e Persecdted, Ijecause he 
**i8 Conscienciously not of the same Religious 
^ Opinions, with those that are uppermost. 

**And: That Persons are not to be judged 
'* Confederates with Evil Spirits, merely because 
^ the Evil Spirits do make Possessed People ciy 
out upon them. 

** Could any tlung be Proposed further, by 
way of Reparation, [Besides the General Diqr 
** of Humiliation, which was ap|KMntcd and ol^> 
*' served tbro* the Province, to bewayl the Errors 
" of our Dark time, some years ago:] You would 
*' be willing to hearken to it*" 

The suggestitm thus made, not, it xwi^i be con- 
femed, in very urgent terms, did not, it is probtt- 
ble, produce much iiiipre8si<m. The preacher 
seemed to rest upon the Proclamation issued by 
Stougbton, some eleven years before. Coupling 
the two errors specified together, was not calcu- 
lated to give efifect to the recomendation. Pub- 
lic opinion was not, then, prepared to second 
such enlightened views as to religious lii>erty. 

It is very noticaMe that Mather here must be 
considered as admiting that '' in the Dark- time,'' 
persons were judged " Confwleratcs with Evil 
" Spirit*," "merely*' because of S|XKrtral Evidence. 
All that was said, on this occteion, does not 
amount to any thing, as an expression of person- 
al opinion or feeling, relating to points on which 
Hale and Higginson uttered their deep sensibili- 
ty, and Wiggles worth had addressed to the Math 
e» and other Ministen>, bis solemn and searching 
appeal. The (UxXy of reparation for the great 
wrung was thrown off U|ion others, than those 
particularly and prominently resjionsible. 

Nothing has led me to suppose that Cotton 
Mather was cruel or heartless, in his natural or 
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habitual disposltioo. He never bad the wiadoni or 
dignity to acknowledge, as an individnal, or •$ 
one of the Clergy^ or to propose specific reparatioa 

J for, the fearful mischiefs, sufferings and horrors 
growing out of the witchoraft prosenitiooa. Hie 
extent to which he was at the time, and pnibablj 

; always continued to lie, the victim of baleful an* 
uerstitions, is his only apology, ukI we must al- 
low it just weight 

A strikinff instance of the occasional asoendeo- 
cy of his better feelings, and of the singular 
methods in which he was accustomed to Mt, it 
presented in the following extract from hit Diary, 
at a late period of his life. We may receive it as 
an indication that he was not insensible of his obli- 
gation to do good, where, with his participation, 
so much evil had peen done: '* There is a town 
" in this country, namely, Salem, which has manj 
" poor and bad people in it, and sndi as are es- 
" pecially scandalous for staying at home on the 
" Lord's day. I wrapped up seven distinct par- 
** eels of money and annexed seven little books 
** about repeutanoe, and seven of the monitory 
** letter against profane absence from the house 
*' of Gt^d. I sent those things with a namelesa 
" letter unto the ^linister of that Town, and de- 
" sired and empowered him to dispense the char- 
" ity in his own name, hoping thereby the more 
**to ingratiate his ministry with the people. 
" Who can tell how far the good Angds of Heav- 
^ en cooperate in these proo^ings? '^ 



HISTOItT OP OPIinOX AS TO OOTTOX MATHEK, 
C0NTI5UED. PRAKCn HUTCHnCSOK. DAKIXL 
XEAL. ISAAC WATTS. TBOSCAS HUTCHIN8O0I. 
WILLIAM BEKTLET. JOHH ELIOT. JOSIAH 
QUIXCT. 

It was the common opinion in England, that 
the Mathers, particularly the younger, were pre- 
eminently responsible for the proceedings at Sa- 
lem, in 1692. Francis Hutchinson, in the work 
from which I have quoted, s|)eaks of the whole 
system of witdicraft doctrine, as "fantastic no- 
^'tions,** which are **so far from raising their 
** sickly visions into leg:al evidence, that they are 
*' grounded upon the very dregs of Pagan and 
*' Popish superstitions, and leave the lives of in- 
'*nocent men naked, without defence against 
'* them;" and in giving a list of books, written 
for upholding them, mentions, '*Mr. IncreaM 
*'and Mr. Cotton Mather's several tracts;** and, 
in his Chapter on Witchcraft in l^Ussachusetta, in 
1692, commends the Ix>ok of ** Mr. Calef, a Mer- 
"chant in that Plantation.** 

About the same time, the Rev. Daniel Keal, 
the celebrated author of the TTuAory^iks Pari- 
tans, wrote a Histery of Kern England, is 
whidi he gives place to a brief, impartial, and 
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jvft aooonnt of the wttchcimft proeeediogB, in 
1692. He atittaim from perioiMl criticisiiit» but 
expreswt this general fentinicDt: *' 8lraii|{e weie 
** the mistakes that fomt of the wiatst and licit 
*' men of the countrv committed on this occa- 
** sion : which mu^t Iwtc been fatal to the whole 
'* ProTince, if Qod, in his Profidenop, had mi( 
''mercifullj inter|>o8f>d.** The only sentence 
that containfi a strictare on Cotton Mather, partic- 
ulNrly, is that in which he thus refers to his 
statement that a certain confession was /reefp 
made. Ncal quietly su^i^ests, ** whetlier the act 
'* of a man in iwison, and under appreliensif»n of 
** death, may lie called free, I leave otheM to 
** judge.** Dr. Isaac Watts, having read Neal*s 
liook, thought it necessary to write a letter tQ 
Cotton Mat Iter, dated, Fcbmary 19, 1720; (IT/itt- 
aehutetU Uutcrital CoVeeti&M, /., «., SCO) 
and, describing a conversation he had just been 
having with Ncal, says: *' There is another 
'* tiling, wherein my brother is solicitous lest he 
** should have diftpleascd you, and that is, tlie 
** Chapter on Witchcraft, but, as he has related 
** matters of fact, by comparison of several an- 
"thore, he liofies that you will forgive tlmt he 
** has not fallen into your sentiments exactly.** 
The anxiety felt tiy Xeal and Watts, lest the fcel^ 
insrs of Mather might lie wounded, shows what 
they thought of his implication with the affair. 
This inference is rendered unavoidable, when we 
examine NeaVs liook and find that he quotes or 
refere to Calef. all along, without the slightest 
question as to bis credibility, receiving bis state- 
ments and fully recognizing his authority. In- 
deed, his references to Calef are aliout ten to one 
ofteiier than to Mather. The attempt of Neal 
and Watts to sniuothc the matter down, by say- 
ing that the former had Ixren led t<i bis conclu- 
sions by **a ctiiuparison of several authors,** 
could have given little satisfaction to Mather, as 
the authors whom lie chiefly refers t<i, arc Calef 
and Matlicr ; and. comparing them with each 
other, he followed Calef. 

The impression thus held in England, even by 
Mather's friends and correspondents, that he was 
unpleasantly* connected with tlie Witchcraft of 
1692, has liecn uniformly ex|ierienced, on both 
sides of the water, until this Reviewer's attempt 
to erase it from the minds of men. 

Thomas Hutrhins<»n was liom in 1711, and 
brought np in tlie neighliorhood of the Mathers; 
finishing his collegiate course and taking his Bach- 
elor*s degree at Harvard College, in 1727. a 3*ear 
liefore the dcatli of Cotton Mather. He had ofi- 
portunities to form a correct jmlgment alniut Sa- 
lem Witchcraft and the chief acton in the pro- 
ceedings, greater than any man of his day; 
but his close family connection with the Matliera 
imposed some restraint u|)on his expressions; not 
enough, however, to justify the itatemeiitof the 



Reviewer that be deep act mentkiB the ** agnqr** 
of Cotton Mather hi that tnms^ctioB. Tberem 
several rery dlitinct ivferencoi to Mathci^ 



** agencr,** in ]ItftclifaieoD*s aecoant of the 
actions connected with fialem Witchcraft, 
of which I have cited. I ask to whom doee llw^^,^ 
following passage refer? — tt., 63. — **ODe of ft^^^^ 
"Ministera, who. ill the time of it, was Ad^ 
*' convinced tha^ the complaining penona were 
** no impostoiB, and who vindicated his own eoB- 
**duct and that of theCoort, hi a NarratiTe 1m 
** pnblislied, remarfci^ not long after, inhia Ditiy, 
** that many were of opinion that innoeeot Uood 
** had beea ahed.«* 

Tins shows that Hotchinson regarded Ooltoa 
>Iather*B agency in the light in which I have rep- 
resented it; tiMt he eoMdered him aa iHidllj 
committed to the then prevalent dtdnrfoii; M 
acting a part that idcotified him with the pme- 
cutions ; and that the Narrativehe pnblisbed was 
a joint Tindicatioo of himself and the Cooit. 
Hutdiinson fastens the passage U|)on Mather, Imt 
the reference to the Diaiy; and while he aaja thai 
it contained a statement,' that many bdieved the 
fiersons who suffered innooent, he aroida aaying 
tliat audi was the opinion of the author of the 
Diaiy. 

Finally, his taking particular pains to do il, hj 
giving a Note to the purpose of expressing hie 
confidemie In Calef, iNnononncing him a ** fair le- 
** lator **— ii , 56 — proves thut Governor Hutdiin- 
son held the opinion about Mather's '^agcscj,^ 
which has alwa3-s heretofore lieen ascrilied to him. 

William Bentley, D. D., was liom in Boeton, 
and foralargepartof theflrrthalf of bislife. rerid- 
ed, as his family had dene for a long period, fai 
the North part of that Town. He was of a tQin 9t 
mind to gather all local traditions, and, throogh 
all his days, devoted to antiquarian puraufta^ 
No one of his period paid more attention to Hw 
subject of the witchcraft delusion. For mndi of 
our information concerning it, we are indebted to 
bis IliHory and Deweripiiofi of Salem, |irinted in 
IBOO^ Ua99aehyseiU Hi&t^cal CMe€ti&m$, /.« 
si. — After relating many of its Incident^ 
he breaks forth in condemnation of those 
who, disapproring, at the timc^ of tiie proceed- 
ings, did not come out and denounce then. 
Holding the opinioii, which had come dowa 
from the beginning, that Increase Mather diiap- 
proved of the transaction, he indignantly repudi- 
ates the idea of giving him any credit therefor. 
*' Increase Mather did not oppose Cotton Mather** 
— this is the utterance of a received, and, to hio^ 
unquestioned, opinion that Cotton MiUlier ap- 
proved of, and was a leading agent in, the proa- 
ecutioosL 

The views of Dr. John Eliot, are f redy ghrcB, 
to the same effect, in his Bio^rapkkal DkUemm' 
ry, as will presentlj beahowa. 
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The late Joriah Qainqr had ttodied the anoaU 
of Mawachnsetts with the thoruaghncra with 
which he grappled erery sybject to which lie 
tamed his thoughts. Ilis anccstml associa- 
tiims covered the whole period of its hi^tui y ; and 
all the chftDoels of the local traditions of Bo^t(>ll 
were open to his enqoirini; and earnest mind. His 
HUtory of Harvard Uniter$ity is a monament 
that will stand forever. In that work, ho Hpcaks 
of the agreement of Stous^iiton^s views with those 
of the Mathen: and, in connection with the 
witchcraft delosion. says that l>ot1i of them ** had 
**an efficient a<^ncy in pntducing and prolong- 
ating that excitement^* **Thc conduct of In- 
" crease Mather, in relation to it, was marked 
**with caotion and political skill; l>ot that 
•. ** of his son. Cotton Mather, was headlong, zeal- 
** oas, and fearless, both as to chanicter and con- 
''■eqoences. In its commencement and pro- 
** gresa his activity is every-where conspicuous.** 
The Reviewer represents Mr. Quincy as merely 
repeating what I had said in my Lectures. He 
makes the same reckless assertion in referenoe to 
Bancroft, the late William B. O. Pca1>ody, D, 
D., and every one else, who has written upon the 
subject, since 1 831 . The idea that Josiah Quincy 
** to<»k his cue"* from me, is simply pre|)osterous. 
He does not refer to me, nor ;;ive any indication 
that he had ever seen my Lecturu^ but cites Ca- 
•lef, as his authority, over and over again. Dr. 
Peabody lefere to Calef throughout, and draws 
npon him freely and with confidence, as evei^* 
one else, who has written aliout the transaction, 
has probably done. 

It may safely be said, that no historical fact 
has ever been more steadily recognized, than the 
I action and. to a great decrree, controlling agency, 
of Cotton Mather, in supportins: and promoting 
the witchcraft pr iceedinir^of 1C02. That it has, 
•11 ahmg. Iicen the establisliod onviction of the 
public mind, is proved by the chronolo;^cal series 
of names I have t>r*idaced. Tltomas Hutchinson, 
John Eliot, William Bjntley, and .To<ii)ih Quincy, 
cover the whole |)eriod fiom Cott<m Mather's day 
to this. They knew, as well as any other men 
that can be named, the current opinions, trans- 
mitted sentiments, and local and penumal annals, 
of Boston. They reflect with certainty an asdur 
anoe, running in an unbroken course over a cen- 
tury and a half. Tlicir family connections, so- 
cial position, conversance with events, and famil- 
iar knowledge of what men thoui(lit, l^elieved, 
and talked alx>ut, give to their concurrent and 
continuous testimony, a force and weight of au- 
thority that are decisive ; and demonstnite that, 
instead of my having invented and ori&nnated 
the opinion of Cotton Mather*s agency in the mat- 
ter now under consideration, I have done no 
more than to restate what has been believed and 
uttered from the beginning. 



Hie writer in the Worth Awterieam wmyn: 
** Within the last forty years, there has grown 
** up a fashion, among our historical writcrsi of 
** defaming bis character and undemiting his 
** pniductiona. For a S|>ecimeu of these attacks, 
**the reader is referred to a i<uppo9ed Letter 
^*from Ret, Ci4ton Mather^ D, D., with com- 
**ment$ on the oame hy James Stita'je.*' The 
article mentioned consists of the ** supi>osed let- 
**ter,** and a very valuable communication from 
the late Hev. Samuel Sewall. with some items by 
Mr. Savage — [Ma$Mchu$fftt HUiorieal CvUeo- 
tiono^ /K., ft., 222.] Neither of tlietic enlightened, 
faithful, and indefatigable schulars is to be 
di«|Kfsed of in this style. They followed no 
** fashion;** and their venerable names are held 
in honor by all true disciples of antiquarian 
and genealogical learning. The author of such 
works, in this de|)artmeot, as Mr. Savage has 
produced, cannot be thus set aside by a magiste- 
rial and supercilious waving of the hand of this 
Reviewer. 

xvn. 

THE EFFECT UP05 THE POWER OF THE SCATUERfi, 
IK THE PUBLIC AFFAIK8 OF THE PROVIKCB, OF 
THEIB CONNECTION WITH WITCHCRAFT. 

The Reviewer takes exception to my statement, 
that the ctmnection of the Mathers with tlic 
witchcraft bosine^ '* broke down ** their influ- 
ence in public aflPairs. What are the facts f It 
has been shown, that the administration of Sir 
William Phi|)<», at its o|icning, was under their 
control, to an extent never equalled by that of 
private men over a Government. Tlie prayers of 
Cott<m Mather were full}' answered ; and if wise 
and cautious counsels had been given, what Ixith 
father and son had so coveted, in the |K)litlcal 
management of the Province, would have l)eeu 
|iennanent1y realized. But, aiming to arm them- 
selves with terrific and overwhelming strength, by 
invf»king the co6|)eration of forces from the spir- 
itual, invisible, and dial)o]iral world, with rash 
•• precipitancy," they hurried on the witchcraft 
prosecutions. The consequence was. that in tiz 
months, the wh<»1e machinery on which they liad 
placed their reliance, was prostrate. At the rery 
next election, Elisha Cook was chosen and Na- 
thaniel SHltonsttll rechoscn, to the Council ; and, 
ever after, the Mathers were driven to the wall, in 
desperate and unavailing self-defence. 

No party or faction could claim the Earl of 
I Bellamont, dnring his brief administration, cot- 
I erin:; but fourteen months. Although the only 
nobleman ever sent over as (Governor of Maasa- 
chusetts, more than all others, he conciliated the 
general good will. His short term of oflloe and 
wise p<»licy prevented any iMUticular advantage 
to the MathefB from the dedication to him of the 
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Life of Phiff9. DoHiig the entire period, be> 
tween 1892 and the arriyal of Dudley to the Gov- 
cmDient, the oppoiKrotft of the Mathen were 
steadily incrrasing their strength. OpimeitioB to 
Incrcahe blather was soon develn))ed in attempt! 
to retnoTe him from the Presidency of Ilamird 
Colle^^e. Tn 1 701, an Order was: |)a»>ed by the Gen- 
eral Court, *' that nu man should act as PrL*sideDt 
'*c)f the Cullegc, wlio did not reside at Cam- 
**1»ri<1ge.'^ This decided the matter. Increase 
3Iutlier resigned, on the sixth of SeptemlH*r fol- 
lowing; and, tlie same day, tlie Rev. Saniui'l Wil- 
lard took chnrge of tlu* Ck>llege, umler the title 
of Vice-president, and acted as President, to the 
acceptance of the i)e<»ple and with the supixirt 
of the OoTcninient of the ProTinoe, to his death, 
in 1707 — all th<5 while allowed to retain the pas 
t4)ral connection with his Cliurch. in Boston. 

Joseph Dudley arrived from England, on the 
eleventh of June, 1702, with his Commissinn, as 
Captain-general and Governor of the Province. 
On the sixteenth, he made a call upon C«>tton 
Blather, who relates the interview in his Diary. 
It seems that Mather made quite a s|)eech to the 
new Governor, urging him '* to carry an indiffer- 
'* enthand toward all |)artics/^ and explaining his 
meaning thus: **By no means, let any |ieople 
'* have cause to say that you take all your meas- 
'* ures from the two Mr. Mathers.^ He tht-n ad- 
ded : " By the same nile. I may say without of- 
" fence, by no means let any people say that 
" you go hy no mesisures in your ctmduct hut Mr. 
•• Byfleld's' and Mr. Leverctt's. This I s|)eak, 
*'not from any |>enional prejudice against the 
** gentlemen, but from a due consideration of 
** the dis|>nsition of the people, nnd as a service 
** to your Excellency.*' 

Dudley — whether judging rightl}' or not is to 
he determined by taking into view his position, 
the then state t)f parties, and the prinripl<« of 
human nature— evidently regarded this as a trap. 
If he had followed the advice, and kept aloof 
from By field and Leverett, they would have been 
placed at a distance from him, and he would ne- 
cessarily have fallen into the hands of the Math- 
ers. He may have thought that the only way to 
avoid such a result, was for him to explahi to 
those gentlemen his av«iidance of them, by men- 
tioning to them what Mather had said to him, 
thereby signifying to them, that, as a matter of 
policy, he thought it l)e>t t(» ado|>t the sugges- 
tion and stand aloof from I>oth sides. Wheth- 
er acting from this r<»nsideration or from resent- 
ment, he informed them of it ; wliereutKin Math- 
er inserted this in his Diary: **The Wrktch 
" went unto those men and told them that I had 
** advise«l him to Ikj no ways directed by them. 
* * and inflamed them into implacable rage against 
♦•me." 

After thia, the rdaUona between Dudley and 



the Mathcra oratt hnve been wifl l ci e a t l y awkwud 
and nncomfortalile ; hat no particalar pniiDe 
deroowtrationa appear to have been BMon. oa 
either side, for some time. 

Mr. Willard died on the twelfth of 8ep(emh«; 
1707 ; and the great question again mae aa to the 
prr>per person to lie called to the head of tiieOol- 
lege. The extraordinary learning of Cotton MattH 
er nndoabtedly gave him commanding and pna- 
eminent claims in the public eatimati<in; ano he 
had reason to think that the favorite ol<]ect of his 
arol»ition was alxmt to be attained. fM, he waa 
doomed to bitter disappointment. On the twin- 
ty-eiglith of October, the Corporation, throa|^ 
its senior member, the Rev. James Allen of Boa> 
ton, communicated to the Governor the vote of 
that body, appointing the ** H<inorable John Ltr- 
" erett ^ to the Presidency ; and, on the fnoiteenth 
of January, 1706, he was publidy indocted to 
oflSoe. The Mathers could stand it no longer; 
Inn, six days after, addressed, each, a letter lo 
Dudley, couched in the bittarest and moat ahn- 
sive terms. — l3faMnehu$ett§ SisUrieai 8«eiet}f9 
Mleetion^^ /., m., ISB.] No explosiona of 
disappointed politicians and defeated as|4- 
rants for office, in onr day, surpass these IcttenL 
Tliey show how deeply the writers were itaiff. 
They heap maledictions on the Governor, with- 
out any of the restraints of courtesy or proprie- 
ty. Tliey charge him with nil sorts of malver- 
sation in office, bribery, peculation, eztortioD, 
falseness, hypocrisy, and even murder; imput- 
ing to him *' the guilt oi innocent blood,** lie- 
cause, many years before, he had, as Chief- jnstice 
of New York, presided at the Trial of Lc^sler and 
Milbum ; ami averring that ** those mm were not 
** only murdered, but Ijarliaroasly murdered.** 

It is observable that some of the heinona 
crimes charged upon Dudley, occurred lieforr hia 
arrival as Governor of Massachusetts, in 1709; 
and that, in these very letters, they remind biai 
that it was. in part, by their influence that he waa 
then apiKvinted. and that a letter from Cotton 
Mather, in favor of hisap|)ointmen^ was rerd be- 
fore *' the late King William.** Both the Math- 
ers were remarkable for a lack of vision, in ref- 
erence to the logical bearing of what they said. 
It did not ocmr to them, that the fact of their 
soliciting his a|>pointment cl«)sed their roontha 
from making charges for public acta well known 
to them at the time. 

Dudley says that he was assured by the Math- 
ers, on his arrival, that he had the favor of all 
g«)od men ; and Cotton Mather, in his letter, ra- 
minds him that he signalized his friendly f««|- 
inga, by giving to the public, on that ocearion, 
the ** |K»rtraiture of a good man.** It ia pttrred, 
therefore, by the evidence on both sides, thnt, 
well knowing all about the Leisler affair and 
other Crimea alleged agaimt him, tbcgr 
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mdj, and most dearooi, to Mcare hb Hyor and ' 
friendthip ; and to identify themselres with his 
•dministratioii. 

In alladinsc to these letters, Hotchinson (Ws- i 
iorf, m\ iPi,) sajs : *' In times when f>arty spirit 
*' prerailsi what will not a Goveniar*s enemies 
** beliere, howeTer injarioos and aboard ? At 
** rach a time, he was chaipxl with di^ix^nsing ; 
**mimmum jus to Leisler and incurring an ag- : 
''grarated gnilt of b1o(»d 1>eyond th:it of a 
** common mardercr. The other |>artr, no donbt. 
*' wodld have chiirged the fuilnre of justice up- 
*'on him, if L?isler had 1>een acquitted.** 

Dudley replied to both thcset extraordinary 
miastTei, in a letter dated the third of February, 
1708. After relmking, in stern and di^ifietl 
lan^age, the tone and style of their letters, 
remmding them, by apt citations from Scripture. 
of the 'Maws of wise and Christian repnv»f,^ 
whidi they had violated, and showing UfKHi what 
felse foundations their charges rented, he says : 
** Can you think it the most proper season to do 
*' me good by your admonitions, when you hare 
** taken care to let the world know you are out of 
** frame and (lUed with the last prejudice 
** against my person and Gorernment P ** Every 
** one can see through tlie protence, and is able 
** to account for the spring of these letters, and 
**how they would have 1>ecn prevented, without 
** easing any grievances you complain of.** He 
makes the following proposal: "After all 
"though I have reason to complain to heaven 
'*and earth of your unchri<(tain rashness, and 
*' wrath, and injustice, I would yet maintain a 
•• cbnstain temjier towards yon. I do, therefore, 
" now assure you that I shall be ready to giTe 
"you all the (ati^fiiction Christiapity requires, in 
" those points which are pro|>er for you to seek 
"to receive it in. when, with a i>roper tem|)er 
" and spirit, giving me timely ncttice, you do see 
" meet to make me a visit for that end : and I 
'* exfiect the same satisfaction from you.** He 
offers this significmt suggestion : " I desire ?ou 
" will keep your station, and let fifty or sixty 
"good ^finistcrs, your equals in the Province, 
" have a share in the Government of the College 
** and advise thereabouts as well as yourselves, 
" and I hope all will be well.** He concludes 
by daimins; that he is sustained by the favor 
of the '* Ministers of New F2ngland';*^ and char- 
acterises the issue l>ctween him and tliem 
thus : " The *' College must l>e disfKised against 
"the opinion of all the Ministers in New En^- 
" land, except yourselves, or the Governor torn 
"in pieces. Tliis is the view I have of your 
"inclination.** 

Dudley continued to administer the Govern- 
ment for eight years longer, until the infirmities 
of age compelled him to retire. Both Hutchin- 
•oo and Doctor John Eliot give ot to onder- 



ttand thai he oondn<ied the public affain with 
great ability and success, with the general ap- 
proval of all classes, and |)articul.irly of the 
Clergy. His statement that he h^id the sup|io*t 
of all the 3^finistcrs of New England, except the 
Mathers, was undou>>tedlv Cf»mTt. It is certnin- 
I3' true of the Mlmstfrs of B>iston. In his Di- 
ary, under the year 1 709, Cotton 3ifHther says : 
"The other Ministers of the Town are this day 
'• feasting with our wicked Ctovemor. I have, 
"by my provoking p1.Hinness and freedom, in 
" telling this Ahab of his wickedness, procured 
" myself to be left out of his invitations. I re- 
"joiced in my liberty from the temptations 
"wherewith they were encumbered.** He set 
apart that day for fasting and prayer, the spec- 
ial interest of which, he says. " wa^ to o1>tain 
"deliverance and protection** from hia "ene- 
" mies,** whose names, he informs ns, be " men- 
" tioned unto the Lord, who had promised to be 
•* my shield.** 

The bitterness with which Mather felt exdunon 
from ]>ower is strikingly illustrated in a letter 
addressed by him to Stephen Sewall, published 
by me in the Ap])endix to the edition of my 
L«rtvr^«, printed in 1931. I subjoin a few ex- 
tracts : ** A couple of malignant fellows, a 
" while since, railing at me in the Bookseller*s 
" shop, among other things they said, * and his 
" ' friend Noves has cast him off,* ut which thev 
"set up a lau;xliter.** "No doubt, you uuder- 
" stand, how ridicnloa^'ly things have been man- 
" aged in our late General Assembly; voting and 
"unvoting, the same day; and, at last, the 
"squirrels iieqietually running into the mouth 
"open forthcni. thoui^h they hid cried against 
" it wcmderf ully. And your neitrhlior, Sowgelder, 
" after his indefatigable ]>ains at the castration 
" of all common honesty, rcwardcnl, before the 
'* Court bn)ke up, with Jieing made one of yonr 
" brother Justices ; which the whole Houae, aa 
" well as the apostate himself, had in view, all 
"alon^. as the ex|>ected wages of his iniquity.** 
" If thmgs continue in the present adminittra- 
"tion, there will shortly l»e not so much aaa 
" shadow of justice left in the country. Bribery, 
"a crime capital among the P.is^ns, is already a 
" |>ccciidill<» among us. All oflicers are learning 
" it And, if I should sa}*, Judges will find the 
" way to it, some will say, there needs not the 
" future tense in the case.** " E\'ery thing is be- 
"tra3'ed, and that we, on the top of our house, 
" may complete all, our very religi<m, with all 
" the Churches, is at last lietrayed — ^ilie treachery 
"carried on with lies, and fallacious reprcsenta- 
" tiona, and finished by the lash hantis of our 
"Clergy.** 

That Cotton Mathf r continued all his sobae- 
quent life to experience the dissatisfaction, and 
give waj to the f 'selingi, of a diaappointad mut^ 
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it erldent from his Diary. I liaTe quoted from 
it a few pAMaget. The Reviewer says it *' is full 
"of )>eiiitefitial omfcasioDs,'^ and schus to liken 
liim, in this n-s|)ect. to the Ap<«t1e of tlie Gen- 
tiles. S|>eaking of mj having cited the Dian*, as 
historical evidence, he Fays : * * Such a use of the 
** confessional, we lx*lieve, is not common with 
** historical wnteri." I do not reiiiemlier any- 
thing like **|>cnitcntial confessions,** in the |mu»- 
ages from the Diary given in my book. Tlie 
reader is ri'fei red to them, in Volamell. Page 503. 
They lielong to the year 1724, and arc thus pref- 
aced: 

" Dark msrExtATioKa, but uobt ariuko in 

'*DAKKNES8.'* 

. ** It may be of some use to me, to observe 
*' some very dark dispensations, wherein the rec- 
** onipense of my poor essays at well-doing, in 
*' this life, seem to look a little discouraging ; and 
'* then to express the triumph of my faith over 
'*such and all discouragements.** **Of the 
'* things that look dark, I may touch of twice 
** seven instances.** 

Tlie writer, in the ChrUtian Examiner, No- 
vem1>er, 1831, fn>m whom I took them, omitted 
two, ** on acsouut of their too personal or dc»mes- 
** tic character.** 

I cannot find the slightest trace of a |)eniten- 
tial tear on those I have quoted ; and cite now 
but one of them, as pertinent to the |>oint I am 
making: ** What has a gracious Lord given me 
** to do for the good of the country? in appli- 
** cations without numlx?r for it, in all its inter- 
*' ests l>esides publications of things useful to it, 
**and for it. And, yet, there is no man whom 
**the countn' so loads with disresiieci, and 
" calumnies, and manifold expressions of aver- 
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**8ion." 



Tliis is a sfiecimcn of the whole oi them— one 
half ri>ronnting what he had done, the other 
complaining, sometimes a1m<»st scolding, at the 
l>oor requital he had received. 

President Leverett died, on the third of May, 
1724. His death was lamented b)' the countr}'; 
and the most eminent men vied with each other 
in doing honor to his memory. The Rev. Ben- 
jamin Colman c:illed him ** our master,** and pro- 
nounced his life as** great and jjood.'* "The 
** young men saw him and hid themselves, and 
**the aged arose and stood up.** Dr. Appleton 
declared that he had t)een **an honored oma- 
'* ment to his country. Verily, the br^^acli is so 
** wide, that none but an all-sufficient God (with 
*' whom is the residue of the Spirit) can re|>air 
**or heal it** The late Benjamin Peirce, in his 
Ilutory of Hartard Vnieertity, says that ** his I 
'* Presidency was successful and brilliant.** He 
was honored abroad, as well as at liome ; and his 
name is inscribed on the rolls of the Royal Socie- 
ty of London. Mr. Peiroe says: **He had a 



profound and extensive. He was wdl i 
with tlie learned langoagea, with the arts and 
** sciences, with history, philosophy, law, difin- 
** ity, politics.** Such, we are told, wtn ** llw 
*' majesty and marks of greatnetfi in bis speech^ 
** his behaviour, and his very oonntenaace,** tint 
the students of the CoUese were Inspired wHIi 
reverence and affection. In his earlier sad btar 
life, he had been connected with the CuQcge. aa 
Tutor and as President; and In the Intermediate 
period, he had filled the highest legislative and Ju- 
dicial stations, and been intrusted with tfie aoil 
important functions connected with the m&itafy 
service. I am inclined to think, all tldngs con- 
sidered, a daim, in hi: behalf, ought be pnt in 
for the distinction the Reviewer awards to Os^ 
ton blather, as '* doubtless the most faiilBaalMM 
*' of his day in New England.** 

President Leverett was buried on the sixd^ef 
May. C«)tton blather oflkiated as one of the FM- 
bearers, and then went home, and made Uie fol- 
lowing entry in his Diary, dated the sefcnlh: 
** The sudden death of the unhappj man wbo 
** sustained the place of President In onr OoU^ge, 
*' will open a door for my doing singular 
**in the best of interests. I do not 
** that the care of the College will now be 
** up<m me ; though I am told it is what !• 
"generally wislied for. If it should be, I shall 
'* be in abundance of distress about It ; but. If il 
'* should not, yet I may do many things for the 
** good of tlie O'llege more quietly and 
** ho|>efully than formerly.** 

As time wore away, and no choice of 
was jn:ide, he l>ecaiue more and more 
tbar an influence, hostile to him, was In the aa- 
cendency ; and, on the first of July, he writsi 
thus, in his Diary: **This day lidng our Insipid, 
** ill-contrived anniversary, which we call Oom* 
'*mencement, I chose to .spend it at boms^ fas 
*' supplications, |)artly on tlte lielialf of the Ool- 
** lege, that it may not be foolishly thrown awi^, 
"but that God may best«»w such a Prvndcnt 
**u|M)n it, as may prove a rich blessing onto it 
** and unto all our Cliorchca.** 

In thj meanwhile, lie renewed his attendance 
at the meetings of the Overseers; htving ncrcr 
<KX*upied his seat, in that Body, with the exoe|»- 
tion of a single S;.«sion, during the whole period 
of Leveretr*H presidency. Tlie Board, at a meet 
ing he attended, on the sixth of August, 1734, 
passed a vote advising and directing the speedy 
election of a Pn-sideot. On the eleventh, the Cor- 
poration chose the Rev. Jose|jh Bewail of the Old 
South Church; and Mather records the event in 
his Diary, as follows: ** I am informed that, yea- 
** terday, the six men, who call themselves the 
''Corporation of the College, niel^ and. 
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to tlie epidemical ezpecUHcm of the eomitij, 
"chose a modest yooog man. Bewail, of whoae 
** piety (and little elie) ever.* one gives a laoda- 
** Me cfaarvcter.** 



XYm. 

O0TrO5 MATHER'S WRITRCOa AXD CBAHACTBS 

While cum|}eUed — liy the attempt of the 



*• I alWAjt fiirtftold these twothings of the Cor- • ter in th« Xitrth American Hevisw to rererie the 
"ponUion: First, that, if it w:*re p«*s?hle f«»r | jost verdict of history ui reference to Cotton 
••tlicm to steer clear of me, thvy will do so. Mather's connection with Salem Witchcraft — to 



•' Secondly, that if it were i>«hii(ihle for them to I »how the nnhappy \uat he actA'd and the terrible 
'• act foolishly, ilk'y will do no. The perpetual | resoonsihility he incurretl, in bringing forward, 
'• envy with which my essays to sene the king- j and carrying through its «tagcs, that awful tra- , 
•* dom of God are tr^ted amt>ng them, and the , gedy, and the unworthy means he used to throw > 
'* dread tint Sat;m has of my l>ciiting up his* that resiMiusihility, afterwards, on others, I am 
** quartern at the College, led me into the f«»rmer \ not to be misled into a false iN>sition, in reference 
** sentiment; the mirvellous indiscretion, with to this extraordinary man. 1 endorse the Ian- 
•' which the afT.iirs of the College are managed, guage of Mr. Peirre: ** He ptisscssed great vigor 
*' led me into tlie latter.*' ** and activity of mind, quickness of apprebcn- 

Mr. Sewall cWlined the ap|>ointment On the | "sion, a lively imagination, a prodigious niem- 
eighteenth uf Xoremlier, the Rev. Benjamin Col- { ** or>*, uncommon facility in acquiring and c«mi- 
man, of the Brattle street Church, was chosen. He j *'municatiug knowledge, wiih the most inde- 
also declining, tlie Rev. Benjamin Wadaworth, of ; " fatigable application and industry ; that he 
tlic First Church, was elected, in June, 1725, and ••amiasned an imuK-nse store of information on 
inaugurated on the sev^nth (»f July. j " all subjects, human and divine.^ I follow Mr. 

ft thus api>ears that Dr. Mather was |M»intedly • Peirce still further, in lK*1ieving that his natural • 
passed over; and every other .Minister of B«ieton tem|ierament was pleasimt and his sentiments of | 
successively chosen to that great office. a benevolent cast : ** that he was an habitual ; 

Of courM he took, as Mr. Peirce informs u-s ' ** promoter and doer of good is evident, ns well 
no further |)art in tli.* management of the Col- '* from his writings as from the various accounts 
lege. Wliile he considered, as he expressed it, ! ** that have lieen tnmsmitted res|K'Cting him.** 
tl^ **iien«e1e8sness*' of th<iseentnistcdwithitsaf- I If the qiiesticm is asked, as it naturally will 
fai:s, as thrcatenin}r "^^ little short of a dissolution bo.Kow these admissions can be reconciled with 
*' 4»f the College," yet he persuaded himself that > the viewb and statements respecting him. ctm- 
he liad never desired ihe office, lie had, he tained in this article and in my Ikiok on witdi- 
tays, ** uns|)eakable canse to adiiiirc the com|ias- ; craft, the answer is : that mankind is not divided 
'* ail m of Heaven, in saving him from the ap into two absolutely distinct and entirely (H;pa- 
**pointment;*' and that he had .ihv.iys had a nited portions— -cmc good and the other evil, 
"dread of what the generality of S4»l^er men" The go<»d are liable to, and the liad are ca|)able 
thought he d^ired — ** dis^uial apprehension of the of, each receiving much into their own lives and 



"distresses which a call at Cauibridgc would 
** bring" U|M>n him. — He wiis sincere in those 
declamtions, no doubt; but they show howctan- 
pletely he could blind himself to tlie past ami 
even to the actual present Mr. Peirce explains 
why the Corporation were so res(»lute in with 
holding their suffrages fn>m Mather: '* His cim- 
•* temix»rarics ap]>e:ir to liave fonned a very cor- 
•*rect estimate of his character." **Tl»ev saw, 
*' wliat ijosterit}' sees, that he wa« a man of *.von- 
** derful parts, of immense learning, and of ein- 
•• in?nt pU-ty and virtue." •They saw his weak- 
•*ne9s and eccentricities." ''It is evident 



charactei-B, that belongs to the <»ther. Tliis inter- 
fusion universally occurs. Tlie great errors and* 
the great wnmgs imputable to Cotton Mather do 
not make it impracticable to discern what ww 
commendable in him. They may l»e accounted 
for without throwing him out of the }Mde of ba> 
manity fir our having to shut our eyes to trait* 
and merits other ways exhibited- 

The extraordinary precocity of his intellect — 
itself always a jieril. often a life-long mbfor- 
tune — awakened canity and subjected him to the 
flattery by which it is ft*d. All ancestral associ- 
ations and family influences |)am|)ered it Such 



••that his jndgment wjis not equal to his «»th<*r a s|»ecTh as that ma<le to him, at his graduation, 
•• faculties; that hi?* pa<9»ions. which were natiir- by Pre^sideiit Oakes, could not have failed to 
••ally stn»ng and violent, were n<»t always under have inflated it to exa^rserated dimensions. Cler- 
•• |>n»|Hjr regulation ; thatlieivaswi-ak.credulou», ical and |x»]itical ambition was natural, all but 
•' enthusiastic, andsap 'rstitious. His conversation instinctive, Ut one, whose father, and Iwth whose 
•• IS said t<» have »K»eii instructive and entertain- grandfathers, had l»een powen*, in the State as 
•*ing, in a high degree, tlumgh <»ften marred by well as Cliurch. The religions ideaa, if they can 
•' levity, vanity, imprudence and pnns.- F«>r ■ lie so called, in which he had been trained from 
these ^ea8oo^ lie was deemed an unsuitable per- i childhood, in a form liearing upon him with more 
ion for the PresideDcy of the College. i weight than upon any other person in all hiatoiy, 



/ 
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tmn of bk fflriks't ftwlmi^ talk. 

to crtdslk J aad iiitutifiUB. A 
•■dmcMum, prthmpm, is Mvt, a Mfiil defect 

itWivt aar ink* k»^ira] 

is bis i^rndacfifia* asal ruadact, aoC to 
tile »t|aewc» of fttatmwata, the 
of ynfumtMM, mw the cooritteacy of 
tberehy cflt«BgliB|r biai ta 
ratiooK tWt ksre the aspfct of 
bff ttaigttb;]^ oftea actaallj iK-ariag that 

Ur, vitbcyot hit dSfceraiag it. His writia|Di J tradnai. Sataa vai the great ciatial 
meteai. tuany in^tsmett uf ihwinfraii^. fiuaii , ia vhatvaa. taicaHtj^a^Mfteoa. Ha 
hare .Irt-adr been ioddentaDr addaeed. In hm \ rooaded viih hutta of 
ZJ/t &f Phijm, aroviog hio:self the aathor of • bodied aad caibodied, iavirihle 
the durumrDt kmtwa as the A4zke ^tfthe MimU- \ Itdcfate haaaa agcata. He was aeai m cfwj 
Ur; be uses this language: ''By 3Ir. 3bther the : thiag, ercrjwhtfr. His itc|a were traced ia cs 
*' jromiger. as I luiTe bM isfoiaMd.** fie had, tnordiaaiy o t c w ie a c e s aad la the aaiiBafy ^ 
ia fact, nerer liein 90 infurw^. He knew it by ; cfations of natnre. He m himilan ^/fff^ the 
e(jnM*iriosoe»«. Of course be bad no tboogbt oi '' headsof all, iiad Ijia^ in wail alow c f iaj 
dccetring ; Imt merelj followed a habit he bad ; path. The affrighted u n agina tSon, acfaiy 

got, of such modes of exprcMiaB. 80, also^ when | aad mode of life; was lunTirint with g 
e sent a present of moner and traets to *' poor ; apparitioaB. spectra^ derils. Thn ptvtalcalv 
'* and liad people,^ In Sal^n. with an anonjrmoas '■ all bvt anivcnal, ezerdse of u a d a l on B fncy, 
letter to tlie Miniver of the place, ** denrin^ aad ' exalted into the most Impiaiag dignity of thaei- 
** eni|»owering bim to dispense the charity, ta his ' o^ and faith, mnst have had a diMOtaGBBg 
** 0ten tiiime, bopiog tliercby tbe mare to imgrm- : effect npon tlie rati<ittal c^bditioa aad f ac al t h a 
^'tiate his ministry with the jieopUr be looked «tf men, and npon all discriniinatioa sad health> 
only cm one side of the pn»|Misal. and saw it In ; fnlness of tlioi^t. When error, la Its aaal as- 
no<4)w^ light than a U'nerolent and friendly j traragant form% bad drircn tbe simpfici^ of tha 
transaction. It never occurred to bim that liie : Gospel out of tbe Chnrcb and the wotld, it ia 
was sn^rirrsting a decq^tire |m»crdnre and draw- ! not t«> be wondered at that tiie nund waa led to 
fng the MinifttfT into a fiilMr |K«ition and practice. ! tbe most shocking iierrersiooa, and theco aic ieac n 

When, in addition, we cimsider to what be ! enmared to tbe most indefensiljle actiui 
was ez|M>^i'd l»y his proclivity to. and asplratiiins j The wperetiticin of that day was fomhadowcd 
for. pcJitical fMiwer, the expedients, schemes, | in the ferocioos cannibal of daanc mythology^ 
contrivanceM. and nppllanccs. In which he thcre- 
l>y liec-ame iiivolvid in tlie then state of things 
in the Ctf1(>n3', and the connection which leading 
Ministers, although not admitted to what are , 

stiictly s|)eaking |M»litical offices, had with the |. Having alwavs given bimaelf npto the 
courK; f»f pnhlic affairs — ^his father, to an extent ! temptation of diabolical Imagina&ioa, Ooltaa 
never equalled by any other Clerg)'man, l)ef(»re<»r \ Matlier was led to take the part be did« in tha 
since — we lN*gln to estimate tbe influences that • wiidicnift proceedings; and It cannot be hiddisa 
disastrously swayed the mind of Cotton Mather. ; .fn>m the light of hist<iry. . The greater hia tal- 
Vanity, flattery, credulity, want of logical | ents, the more earnestly he may. In other nMtt«% 
discernment, and the struggles lictween ))o1itical 1 have aimed to be useful, tbe more wdgbty It the 
factions, in the nnsettli*d, uncertain, transition I lesson his couise teaches, of tbe baiefnl 



a monster, horrific, hitltoos inmein, and ngnatie 
in stature. It involved tbe same fate. The eye 
of tlie Intellect was burned oot, the ligfal eC 
son extinguished — cat /vatea 



|)eriod, iKftween the old and new Cliarters, are I of liewildering and darkening anperrtitioa. 
enough to account ff»r mi«ch that wwi wnmg. in There is another, and a Sfiecial, explanatioa to 



one of MsthcrV tem|>crament and imssions, with 
out quc'Sti<»ning his resd mental qualities, or, I 
am dixpOMd to think, his conscious integrity, or 
the sincerity of his religious experiences or pro- 
fessions. 

But bis chief ajiology, after all. Is to be found 
in the same sphere In which his cliief offences 
were committed. ICertaln topics and notions, In 



reference to tbe ioTisible, spiritual, and dUboli- comstancet of bia tunet.y^It 



lie given of the disingenuousness that a|>pcore in 
his writings. | He was a master of language. He 
could expres^ with marvelous facility, any shade 
of thought. He could alst> make langnage eoa- 
ceal tlNiught. No one ever handled wordi with 
11 ore adroitness. He could mould tlwvi to soit 
bis .puriKwes, at will, and with ease. Tbic lae-l 
ulty was called in rec^nlsHion by the qicdal dr-' 
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to clHteiratT of 
ms poiflls of cwiBtir il dmaitj 
pmkj. The talcat t«t rxiveas ia l^vmUs 
Mcsts that mllj diSvfvd, sbo «s to 
dilRavBee, was nrtnled; asd beh«il it. lie 
how to frame a <l«ic«iia«rxit Hut wuold fait liotli 
sidea, but. in effect, answer tbe poipti^rt of uae 
of them, at m the Aiitkie •ftke Mihhterti. He 
cuald awert a |in»|MsitioB and cnnsect with it 
what a|>|ieanrd to be oolr a judicitiiis modifica- 
tien «ir amfjlificatuio, but wluch, in icallty, was 
susceptible uf bein;; iutefitnrCed as either more 
or lew cvMTulMirating or cuntradictiiig it, as (icca 
•i<ia might ri'qaire. This was a sort of sleight of 
hand, in the use 'of words; ant) was n«)ticvd, at 
the time, as ** legerdtnoain.** ^ He |>racti«««l it so 
long that it became a feature of his «tyle; and he 
actually, in thb way. dcctrired himself as well as 
others./ It is a danger to which ingenicnn and 
hair-splitting writers are liable. I am inclined 
to think that what we cannot but regard as iMtcnt 
misstatements, were felt by him to Ik* all ri:»lit, in 
cmsequence, as just intimated, of this aoquin<d 
habit. 

Hit style is sprightly, and often enti*rtaining. 
Neal, the author of tlie ITnttorjf of the FHritaut^ 
in a letter to the Rev. Bi^njamin Coluian, after 
speaking with cuuimendation of one of Cotton 
Mather*8 productions, says: ** It were onl}' to lie 
** wished that it had been freed froiu those puns 
*' and jingles tbut attend all his writings, liefore 
** it had been made public.** — VtuiuickMuiU ///«• 
iorietd Collfcthnf, /., ©., i»9.— Mr. Peirce, it 
has been observed, speaks of his ** puns,** in con 
Tersation. It is not certain, but that, to a reader 
now, these very tliingH ciinntitute a redeeming 
attraction of his writings and relieve tlie mind of 
the unpleaisant effects of his credulity and vanity, 
pedantic and often far-fetched references, palfNi- 
l>le absurdities, and, stmietimcs the rcpulsiveneis 
of his topics and matter. 

The Reviewer retirements nie a* jirejudloed 
against f;i»tton Mather. Far from it. Forty- 
three years ago Ik fore my attention liad lieen par- 
ticularly called to his cimnection with alleged 
witchcrafts or with the |M>]itical affairsof hbtimes^ 
I enlogiztfd his ** leamiii;r and lilierality,'^ in warm 
terms. — Surmount the DetlioUivn of the ffvute 
of Worthipofthe Firgt Church, in Salem, Mnattk- 
ekHeetU^jiS. 

I do mA retract wliat I then said. Cotton 
Hather was in ailvsnce (ff his timei*, in lilierality 
of feelins, in reference to secttrian and deoom 
inatioiial niattcrL He was. uadiialitA'dly, a great 
sta dct, and had read all that an Ameitcan 
•cholar euold then lay bis hands on. JfarrdloiM 
■lories were uAd of ittt rapidity of his readisg. 
Ha vas a derowcr of buuks. At the 



I ▼facncitMl ■ml wvIiimk fiMf^v% Ifan w% 
cltti;g« of |w daaHy > Tliis I caMN4 da ••w. 
Ohsccvatioa and ivUfrHoa hare laadwMd ti^ 
viewik /He made a dii|«h^T« otrr all Ms |Mm«f^ 
of le fut af nt aad qaotatkais fHua aaUMWs thtiK 
as now, rarely irai^ and of aamlolfa^ hhatfapli^ 
loU iacidenls, aai) cHlical ci>«iinMiit« rrlatiiiir h* 
scholars and emiarat |)erMHis« of whom oth«f» 
htve bat littW informatioa, and «>f m*iiy of 
whom but feu hax-v tvtr heard.* Ttib (UM hte 
cor.tem|^»rarivs with wander ; Itnl tn most vxtrnt* 
agant )4atementt, ia funeral distnur»f«« Ut Brti)** 
min ColuMin, Jvic^ua Gee, and othefs; and HMdf 
the general imprc!«i4oB that has eome down lo 
our day. Without detracting fhim bk leamlBg^ 
whidi* was truly great, it cannot lie denied tnat 
this sunerflnouti*di)i|)Wy of It «ubji«cts him, JwA- 
Iv, to the Imputation of |ie<lantr>\ It mav lie af- 
fected where, unlike the ca^ of Ci>ttt»n MatlMMr, 
there is, in reality, no verx* extraordlnar>* tiiMHmt 
of lemming. Iti^ a triek of auth(»rs)dp easily 
practised. 

Any one reading Utln wttli facility, having t 

good memory, ami keeping a well-arranged 

scrapliook. needs \rw tlnm half a di«cn inch 

Imioks as the following, to make a iliow of 

learning and to n^tonixb the a*or1d by bit refer 

ences and citations^tlie ^\x ftillo voluiuet of 

Petavitts on DogiuHtlc Theolog)', and lilt small* 

er work, JtntioNnrium Tempomm, a •«>rt of com* 

liendiuni or Kche<lu1e of unlversil lilttor^* ; and a 

volume printed, In tlitt latter hslf oftne MVon* 

teentli century, at .Vm^tonlam. coniulled by Llm* 

lM>rcli, conniKttng of sn extcnulve collectUm of lot* 

ters to and from the most cnitnint men of tbut 

and thu prfHxdlng century, lucb •• Armlnlus, 

VomIus, Epiftcopiiif, Gnithis, and many othm, 

embrncing a vast varietv of litersry history, crlt* 

icism. bi<»gniphy. tliiHilogy, iihllnsophy, and ao* 

clcsinstical rontten — I have liefore me th« copy 

of this work, owned by that prodigy uf loamlng, 

Dr. Samuel Purr, who iM-on^mnced It '* a |»reolotts 

*' iKxik :** and It may bare contrllnited much to 

give to liirt priKluctlons. that air of rare learning 

that astimisbfd bis c(mtvm|MH«ries. Tu oimi' 

plete tlie comiMndlotit a|>paraf ns and gtre the 

mimns of (*%hibltlng any insntity of learning, 

i in ilelds frerpM nted l>y few, the only <ilh'r InmiIc 

j needed is MelebUir Adams's !Ate§ itf LiUrnti, bi' 

eluding all mo»t {irominenfly nmneetM with !>!' 

! vinity, Pliil'ffKi|»bV. and th«' |irogres« of leambig 

I and mlturi*, doring tlie (Ifti^iiitb and tktXmfP^ 

' centuri^t, and down to Its datr, I HI 9. I hate 

t lief«>re me. tlie eitpy of thU last work, ttwm4 ty 

Rii-hard Matlier, and prof laMy lifongfH ofer wHn 

him, in Ids fM^lotis t#/yag#'« In 169$, U was, mC' 

! €«M(ivelr, In the lil>rari«e of his son, f nrr«a«e, audi 

; bisgrandNon, O^Um )Uth#^, At a cofM^ of one 

i of the Idanfc le«re», ft is noled, appartnCly hi the 

I bead of IsoMte Nether: ''h$gm Mm, h i*- 
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*'iilied April 80, 1676.** Accurding to the pop- 
ular tradition. Cotton wonld liave rend it, in a 
day or two. It contains interesting; itrms of all 
•ortu — |)crBonal aneocloteit, critical comnienta, and 
striking iMiasages of the lires and writings of 
more than on« hundred and fifty distinguished 
men, such a!« Erasmus, FMhricins. Faustus Cran- 
mer, Tremellius, Peter Martyr, Beza, and Jol*n 
Knox. Whether Mather had access to either of 
the above-named works, except the hist, is uncer- 
tain ; but, as his libraiy was very extensive, he 
sparing no pains nor exr>ense in furnishing it, and 
tliese books were severally then in print and pre- 
cisely of the kind to attract him and suit his 
fancy, it is not unlikely that he had them all. 
They would have placed in easy reach, much of 
the mass of amazing Edition with which lie 
'* entertahied ** his rc«dera and heaieim. 

Cotton Mather died on the thirteenth of Febni- 
ary, 1728, at the close of hia sixty-flfth year. 

Thirty-six yeare had elajjsed since the fatal* 
imbroglio of Salem witchcraft He had proba- 
bly long been convinced that it was vain to at- 
tempt to shake the general conviction, expressed 
by Calcf, that he had been 'nhe moat active and 
"forwaid of any Minister in the country in 
" those matters,** and acquiesced in tlie general 
disposition to let that matter rest It must be 
pleasing to all, to think that his rcry last years 
wc?e freed from the influences tliat had destn»yed 
the peace of his life and left such a sliade over 
bis name. Having met with nothhiir I>ut disas- 
ter from attempting to manage the visit ile as well 
as the invisible world, he probably left them both 
in the hands of Providence ; and fX|)erienced, 
as he had never done, a l>rief period of tranquil- 
lity, liefore finally leaving the scene. His aspi- 
ration to control the Pn>vinoe had ceased, Tlie 
object of his life long pursuit, the Presidency of 
the College, was forever I>af!led. Nothing but 
mischief and misery to himself and otherehad 
followed his attempt to lead tlie great combat 
against the Devil and his hosts. It had fired his 
early zeal and anii)itioii ; but that fire was extin- 
guished. The two ties, wliieh more than allotli- 
ers, had liound him, by his good affections and 
his unhappy {Missions, t(» what was going on 
around him, were severed, nearly at the same 
time, by the death of his father, in 1723, and of his 
great and successful rival, Leverett, in 1724. 
Severe domestictrials and iHTcavements complet- 
ed the work of weaning him f n>m the world ; 
and it is stated that, in his very last years, the re- 
sentments of his life were buried and the ties of 
broken friendships restored. The pleasantest inter 
course took place lietween him and Benjamin 
Colman ; men of all fiartics sought his company 
and listened to the conversation, which was al- 
ways one of his shining gifts ; he had written 
kindly about Dudley ; and bis end was as peace- 



ful as hts whole life would haye beca, bvtfortkt 
malign influences I have eudeavored to dflMiib«^ 
leading him to the errors and wrongs whid^ 
while faithful history records them, men mnal 
r^Otrd^ith considerate candor, as God will with 
infinite mercy. 

It is a curious circnmstanoe, that the two mit 
public funerala, in those early times, of inudk 
we have any particular accounts left, were of the 
men who, in life, luul Ijeen so bittcriy opposed 
to each otlier. Wlien Leverett was burifd, the 
cavalcade, oflllcial iMjdies, students, snd people, 
" were fain to proceed near as fsr as Hasliwgif 
** l>efore they returned,** so great wss the length 
of the procession : the funeral of Mather 
attended by the greatest concourse that had 
Ijeen witnesKd in Boston. * 



ROBERT calif's WRTIIXOS AXD 

I approadi the dose of thb protncted 
sion w ith what has been i>nrposely reserved. The 
article in the yorth American Bt9iew igal% 
throughout, upon a repudiation of the antborilj 
of Robert Calef. Ita writer aays, «« his faodtiei 
** sppear to us to have been of an inferior order.** 
" He bad a very feeble conception of what credi> 
*' ble testimony is.** *' If he had not intcntkai- 
** ally lied, he had a very imperfect appfeciatSoB 
'* of truth.*" He speaks of •' Calef a diaqualillcn- 
**tions as a witness.** He seeks to diseredil 
him, by suggesting the idea that, in his orioinel 
movements against blather, he was instigated 1^ 
pre-existing enmity — "Robert Calcf, between 
** whom and Mr. 3Iather a personal quarrel irriit 
** ed.** '• His personal enemy, Oslef.** 

Tliere is no evidence of any difBcolty, nor ef 
any thing that can be called ''enmity,** b e t sr e qi 
these two ])er8ons, prior to their dealings wltti 
each other, in the >iargaret Rule case, conuneiie- 
ing on the thirteenth of September, l^M. Mather 
himself states, in his Diary, that the enmil|r be- 
tween them arose out of Calefs o|>pasiti(in to Uil 
Matlier*8, views relating to the '* existence mua. 
'Mnfiuences of the invisible world.** 8o far ae 
we liave any knowledge, their acquaintance b^gan 
at the date just mentioned. The suggestion of 
pre-existing enmity, therefore^ gives an unfishr 
and unjust impression. 

Robert Calef was a native of Ensland, a yoo^ 
man, residing, first in Roxlmry,and afterwards at 
Boston. He was reputed a person of good 
sense ; and, from the manner in whidi Mather al* 
ludcs to him, in one instance, €d oonaiderable 
means : he had, prolial»ly, been proaperona in his 
business, which was that of a merchant Not a 
syllabic is on record against his diaracter, o«^ 
side of hb controversy with the Mathefs; all 
that is known of him, on the contrary. 
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that he wm aa hoooraMe and eiedknt peiaoa. 
He enjoyed the eoofidence. of the zicople ; and 
waa called to municipal tnifts, for which only le- 
liable, discreet, rigilant, and honest citizen* were 
selected, rpceiving the thanks of the T«»wn fir hk 
tenricea, as Orerseer of the Poor. L\s he cncomi- 
tered the madness and riolenceirf the |>eople, 
when they were led l>y Cottun Mather, in the 
\ witrhcmft deloHon, it^is a singnlar ctrcnmytance. 
V * conAtitnting an honorable distinction, in which 
s^ they fbaruL that, in a later ))eriod of their Uvea, 
^« they fftood, Moulder to shooldcr. hrea^in^braTe- 
\^ ly together, another ft<»rm of popular fanaticism, 
jiy publicly favoring inocculation for the small 
pox, J He offered seveml of his children to be 
trml!^, at the hands of Dr. Boylstim, in 1721. 
His family continued to bear up the rc9|iectal>il- 
ity .f the* name, and is honoralAy mentioned In 
the mnnicinal rec(»rds. A vessel, named London, 
was a regular Packet-ship, lictween that port and 
Boston, and |)robably one of tho largest class 
then built in America. She was commanded by 
*' Robert Calef ; *" and, in the Boston Etening B>H, 
ai the second of May. 1774, *' Dr. Calef of I|i8- 
'* wich^ is mentiont^l among the ))aast*ngefs just 
arrived in her. Under his own, and other names, 
the descendants of the family of Calef are prob- 
ably as numerous and respectable as thoee of the 
Mathers ; and on tliat. as all other higher accounts^ 
there is an equal demand for justice to their re- 
8i)ective anoeston. 

. It is related by Mather, that m young woman, 
named Margaret Rule, belonging to the North 
part of B<«ton. ** many months after the General 
*' Storm of the late enchantments, was over,^ 
'* when the countiy liad long Inin pretty qniet,^ 
mas ** srized by tlie Evil Angels, both as to mo- 
**lestations and accusations from the Invvible 
-* World**. On the Lord's ()ay, the Uttlh of 
Septemlier, 169S, " after some hours of |ireviotts 
*'dif!turbance of the public assembly, she fell 
'* into odd fits," and had to lie taken out of the 
congregation and carried home. *' where her fita. 
** in a few hours, grew into a figure that satif^fied 
** the spectati *rs of their I »eing su|)ematuraL ** He 
further says, that, "* from the lOth of Se|>tember 
**to the iSth, she kept an entire fast, and >*et, 
** she was to all appearance as f re^h, as lively, as 
** hearty, at the nine days end, as before they 
** began. In all this time <^lie bad a very eager 
'* hunger njxin her stomanli, yet if any refresh- 
** meut were I fought unto hnr, her teeth would 
** lie set, and »he would be thrown into many 
** miseries. Indee<l, once, or twice, or so, in all 
" this time, her tormentors permitted hertoswal- 
** low a mouthful of somewhat that might in* 
** crease her miseries, whereof a sjMMmful of ram 
*' was the most considerable.^ 

The affair, of course, waa noised abroad. It 
readied the ean of Robert Odet On the thir- 



tccDth, after sonset, accompanied by some oChett, 
he west to tlie house, "drawn.^ as he sa>'a, *' by 
** curiosity to see Margaret Rule, and so mudi 
'*the rather, because it was reported Mr. Mather 
** would lie there, that night. ^ They were taken 
into thechamber wliere she was in lied. They found 
her of a healthy countenance. She was about ser- 
enteen years of' age. Increase and Cotton Math- 
er came in, shortly afterwards, with others. Al- 
together, there were lietween thirty and forty per- 
sons in the room. Calef drew up Minutes of 
what was said and done. He refieated his visit, 
on the evening of the nineteenth. Cotton Mather 
had lieen with Margaret half an hour ; and had 
gone before his arrivaL Each night, Calef made 
written minutes of what was said and done, the 
aocunnr of w!iich was afllnned by the signatures 
of two permns, which they were ready to confirm 
with their oaths, He showed them to some of 
Mather^s particular fri«*ndsL Whereupon Mather 
preached about him ; sent word that he should 
have him arrested for slander ; and called him 
*' one of the worst of liars.** Calef wrote him m 
letter, on the twenty-ninth of Septemlier; and. In 
reference to the complaints and chari^ Mather 
was making, proposed that they shoiud meet, in 
either of two places he mentioned, each accom- 
panied by a friend, at which time he, Calef, 
would read to him the minutes he had taken, of 
what had occurred on the e^'enings of tlie thirteenth 
and nineteenth. Mather sent a long letter, not 
to be ddivered, Irat read to him, In which he 
agreed to meet him, as proposed, at one of the 
pAaoea ; but, in the mean time, on the complaint 
of the 3Iathem, for scandalous liliels upon Cotton 
Mather, Calef was brousht before *' their Majea- 
'* ties Justice, and bound over to answer at Sea- 
**slunSb^ Mather, of course, failed to give him 
the meeting for conference, as agreed upon. On 
the twenty-fourth of November, Calef wrote to 
him again, referring to hia failure to meet him 
and to tbe legal proceedings he had instituted ; 
and, as the time for apfiearance in Court was 
drawing near, he " be thought it not amiss to 
*' give a summary ** of his views on the '* great 
''concern,^ as to which they were at issoe. He 
states, at the outset, '* that tliere are witches, Is not 
'*the doubt.** Tbe Reviewer seizes upon this 
expression, to convey the idea that Calef waa try- 
ing to conciliate Mather, and jjiduce him to de- 
sist from the prosecution. .Whoever reads the 
letter will see bow unfair iind untrue this ls» 
Calef keeps to the |)oint, which was not whether 
there were, <ir could be, witclies ; but whether Uie 
methods Mather was attempting, in the case of 
Margaret Rule, and which had been used in Sa- 
lem, the year before^ were legitimate or defensi- 
ble. He was determined not to suffer the Issue 
tobeshiflid^ 
Upm reotfving this letter, Mather, who had 
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probably, npuD reflection, begun to doobt abont 
the expediency of a public prosecotioo, tigniffed 
that be bad no desire to pnin the proMcnition ; 
and renewed the pntpoml for a conference. Ca- 
lef ** wuited on Scwions ; ** l»nt no one appearing 
against him, waA dMtniifiicd. Tlie affair mrnii'd, 
at this criMS, to be tiiiding toward an aniicahU* 
conclusion. But Matlu-r failed to nnvt liioi ; and, 
on the clcTenth of Jnnuan*, 1094, Calef address- 
ed him again, recapitulating what bad occum-d. 
sending him copii's of his previous letters and 
also of the Minute- be had taken of what occur- 
red on the evenings of the thirteenth and nine- 
teenth of September, with these words : ** Rev- 
** EREND Sir : Finding it nccessanr, on many ac- 
" counts, I here present you with the copy of 
'* that Paper, which has lieen so much misrepre- 
" sented, to the end, that what f^hall be found 
* ' defective or not fiiirly represented, if any such 
*• shall appear, they may hie set right " 

This letter concludes il terms which show 
that, in that st:igc cf the affair, Calef was dispos- 
ed to treat Mather with great respect ; and that 
he sinfcrely and earnestly desired and trusted 
that satisfaction might be given and taken, in 
the interview he so presistentTv sought— not mere- 
ly in reference to the case of Blargaret Rule, but 
to the senenil subject of witchciaft, on which 
they had diffeient apprehensions: '* I have rea- 
'* son to hope for a satisfactory answer to him, 
** who is one thst reverences your person and of- 
••flee." 

Tliis language strikingly illustrates the esti- 
mate in which Ministers were held. Reverence 
for their office and for them, as a lM>dy, |)enrad- 
ed all classes. 

On the fifteenth of January, Mu:her replied,''' 
complaining, in general terms, of the namitive 
contained in Calef s Minutes, as follows: ''I do 
** scarcely find nny otie thing, in the whole pa- 
••per, whether res|)ecting my father or myself, 
'* either fairly or truly represented.'* ** The nar- 
** rative contains a number «)f mistakes and faUe- 
" hoods which, were the}' wilful ami designed, 
*• might justly 'le termed great lies.*' He then 
goes into a specification of a few ]>articulars, in 
which he maintains that the Minutes are incor- 
rect. * 

On the eighteenth of January, Calef replied, 
reminding him that he bad taken scarcely any 
notice of the general subject of dialiolical agency; 
but that almost the whole of his letter referred 
to the Minutes of the meetings, on the thirteenth 
and nineteenth of September ; and be maintains | 
their 8ul)stantial accuracry and shows that some 
of Mather's strictures were founded ujion an in- 
correct reading of them. In regard to Mather's 
different recollection of some points, he express- 
es his belief that if his account, in the Minutes, 
** be not fully exact, it was as near as memory 



** could bear mwaT.** He notkes the fMt ttat W 
finds in Matber*t letter no objectioo to whaliekU 
ed to matters of greatest coacenL Mather bad 
complained that the Minutes repotted oattSm 
stateiiientii made by Rule, which iMd been aH<d 
to his di.sadvantace : and Calef suggerti, ** What 
** can lie ex|)ectea less from the faSwr of lii«, hf 
'* wlMim, you Judge, she was posartt f ** 

Appended to Mather's letter, are some docs^ 
ments. signed by several penoos, dedarhig thit 
they had seen Rule lifted up by an invisiUe forae 
from the Ud to the top of the room, whOe m 
strong {lenon threw his whole weight acroa her, 
and several others were trying with all their 
might to hold her down or pull her badt. np> 
on these certificates, Cklef remarks : ** UpoB tut 
'*wholt, Isup|X)6c yon expect I should bdiofo 
'' it ; anid if so, the only advantage gained ii^ 
'*that what has been so long oontrovated be- 
* 'tween Protestants and Papists, whether aiim- 
" cle« are ceased, will hereby soero to be decided 
** for the latter ; it being, for ought I obb see, if 
'* so, a« true a miiacle as f«ir iron to twim ; and 
* * the Devil can w«>rk such miraclei.^ 

Calef wrote to l^m again, on the nineteenth of 
Febmary, once more praying that he would ao 
far oblige him, a» to give him his views, oe the 
important subjects, for a right underrtandiBg of 
which he had so refjeatcdly sougbt m onnferaneo 
and wTitten s«i many letters ; and expressing his 
earnest desire to be corrected, if in error, to 
which end, if Mather would not, he indited 
a hope that some others would, affurd him raief 
and satisfaction. On the sixteenth of Afnil, he 
wrote still another letter. In aU of them, Imi 
touched uixm the points at issne between them, 
and imiM>rtuned Mather to communicate hisriewi^ 
fully, as to one seeking light. On the first of 
March, he wrote to a gentleman, an ackaowleds- 
ment of having received, thnmgh his hands, "S- 
*Mermore than a year's waiting,** from Oottoa 
Mather, four sheets of )iaper, not to be copied^ 
and to be returned in a fortnight. Upon retnm- 
ing them, with comments, he desirps the gentlo> 
man to request Mr. Mather not to send him anj 
mor^such papers, unless lie could be allowed to 
copy and use them. It seems that, in answer to 
a suhse<iuent letter, Matlier sent to him m cnoT of 
Richard Baxter's Certainty of the Wwrti tf 
SpiritM^ to which, after some time, Cal<*i found 
Ifci'^ure to reply, expressing bis dis^t from the 
views given in that liook, and treating the sob* 
ject 8(»mewbat at large. In this letter, which 
closes bis correspondence with Mather, he makes 
this solenm and severe appeal : ** Tliough there is 
" reason to ho|)e that these diaboliod principles 
*' have not so far prevailed (with multitudes of 
*' Christains), as that they ascribe to a witdi and n 
*' devil the attributes peculiar to the Alndglity; 
** yet how few are willing to be foond opposing 
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foch m torrent, at knowing that in to doinff tbcj 
shall be sore to meet with opposition to the at> 
moft, from the manj, Ixith of Magistnln^ 
Hinistera, and people : and the name of Saddn- 
cee, atheist, and perliaps witch too, cist upon 
them, most lilicrallj, by nieu of the highest 
profession in godliness ; and, if not so learned as 
some of th^mselres, then accounted only lit to 
l>c tnimi>led on, and their arguments (though 
biith rational and scriptural) as fit only for con- 
tempt But though tills he the dqiloralile di- 
lemma, yet some have dared, from time to time, 
(for the Vlory of God and the good and safety 
of men's livo, etc, ) to run all these mks. And, 
that Gild who has said. * My glory 1 will not 
* give to another," b ahle to protect those that 
are found doing their duty herein against all 
ouposers ; and, however otherwise contempti- 
ble, car make than useful in his own hand, 
who has sometimes chosen the weakest instm- 
m«nts that Uis power may be the more ilhistri- 



** And now, Rcrerend Sir, if you are con- 

*' scions to youraelf, that you have, in yonr prin- 

** ciples or practices, lieen altetting to such grand 

*' errors, I cannot see how it can consist with sin- 

** cerity, to lie so convinced, in matters so nearly 

*' relating to the glory of God and lives of in- 

^'nocents, and, at the same time, so much to 

* * fear disparugeinent among men, as to trifle with 

** conscience and dissemble an approving of 

** former sentiments. Yon know that word, * He 

*' * tliat honoreCli me I will honor, and be that 

'* ' despiseth me shall l)e lightly esteemed.* Bot, 

** if you think that, in these matters, yon have 

*' done your duty, and taught the people theirs ; 

*'and that the doctrines cited from the above 

'* mentioned book [BaxUr'*] are ungainsayaUe ; 

** I shall conclude in almost his words. He that 

" teaches such a doctrine, if through ignorance 

** he lielieves not what he saitli, may be a Chris- 

*'taln: but if he Mieves them, he Is in the 

''broad path to heathenism, dcvilism. popery, 

** or atheism. It is.a solemn cnution {Gal. t, S): 

** * But though we, or an angel from heaven, 

'* * preach any otl^er g(«pel unto you than ^hat 

** * which we have preached unto you, let him be 

** * accursed.** 1 hope yon will not misconstrue 

** my intentions herein, who am, Rerciend Sir, 

•Mrours to command, in what I may." 

^ ^Resolute in his purpose to bring the >Iinisters, 

if possible, to meet theque»iti(>ns he felt it hisdnty 

to have conndered .and settled, and careful to 

leave nothing undone that he conld do, to this 

end, he sought the satisfaction from others, he 

^^ bail tried, in vain, to olitMU from Mather. On the 

eighteenth of )Iarch, 1695, he addressed a letter 

*'Tothe Ministers, whether English, French, or 

** Dutch,** calling their attention to ** the myster- 

••kmi doctrines** rdatiag to the " power of the 



'•Denl,** and to the sobject of Witchcraft On 
the twentieth of September, he wrote to the Her. 
Samuel Willard, invoking hb attention to the 
** great concern,** and hb aid in having J^ 
fMrl y dis riMRji^. On the twelfth "of \lanua17, 
TSSo, he addressed '* The Minbters in and near 
" Boston,** for the same purpose ; and wrote m 
se|)erate letter to tlie Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth. 
These ducuments were all composed with great 
earnestness, frankness, and ability ; and are most 
creditalile to his intelligence, courage, and sense of 
public doty. I have given thb minute account of 
hb uroceedings with Mather and the Clergy gei^L 
erally, liecause I am impressed with a oonviction\ 
that no instance can be found, in which a great 

Sihrstion has been managed with more caution, 
dilieration, patience, manly openness and up- 
rightness, and heroic steadiness and prowess, thim 
thb young merchant displayed, in compelling all 
concerned to submit to a thorough investigatioii 
and over-hauling of cipinions and practices, es- 
tablished by the authority of great names and 
prevalent passions and prejudices, and hedged in 
by the powers and terrors of Church and Stated 

It seems to be evident that he must have receiv- 
ed aid, in some quarter, from persons conversant 
with topics of learning and methods of trea^- 
ting sndi subjects, to an extent beyond the reach 
of a mere roan of business. In rhe First Volume 
of the rroeeeding$ of the Mas$aehu$ftU HUt&rU 
ml Society^ Page 288, a Memorandum, from whidi 
I make an extract, b given, as found in Doctor 
Belknairs hand-writing, in hb copy of Calefa 
book, in the collection, from the library of tiiat 
eminent historian, presented by hb heira to that in- 
stitution : '* A young man of gdod sense, and free 
** from superstition ; a merchant in Boston. He 

was fumbhed with materiab for hb wor\, by 

Mr. Brattle of Cambridge, and. his brother of 
** Boston, and other gentlemen, who were oppoa- 
'* ed to the Salem prooeedinssL— E. P.** 

The fact that Bdknap endorsed thb statement, 
gives it snflicient credibility. Who the ** E. P.** 
was, from whom it was derived, b not known. 
If it were either of the Ebenezer Pembertons, 
father or son, no higher authorit> could be ad- 
duced. But whatever aid Calef received, he ao 
thoroughly digested and appropriated, as to make 
him ready to meet Mather or any, or all, the other 
Ministers, for cmifcrenoe and dclwte ; and hb title 
to the authorship of the pa|>ers remains complete. 

The Ministers did not give him the satbfactidnS 
he sought. They were paralyzed by the influ- 
ence or the fear of the Mathf.'ra. Perhaps thej 
were shocked, if not indignant, at a layman^s dar- 
ing to make such a movement against a Minister. 
It was an instance of the lajring of unsanctified 
hands 00 the horns of the altar, such as had not 
been equalled m audacity, since tlie days of Anne 
HnlcbinaoB, bj any but Qnaken. OalelU yuF- 
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grer. w— mctchhiiib m ia toapA lh« ■I tMlkia of 
Aie T^iai.lf KcoBa'iiotHiiKrflbeMlgiai^of 
"Budo^toTbembJect; MidlMsnFM«ii,udMDt 
toEogLiBd, tobcprinled.kbook, a>DU^In;ckLI 
that lud pined, uHlmore.lo_Qii_MnejarpiHe. 
It conuiti of Krertl puti. 

farct AffJ, wriltn liy Cutlon llatbrr, nndrr the 
title of Atietier Braud flatted ntef ti» Biim 
inf, or «#r< tTsufn-i «/ fA< /■*i'«'U< IV'srU. 
Id my bouii, tbe nse of Marguvt Rule ii t|iokm 
<>f nluTinp occurred Ihe Deit "Bummer" «fler 
Ihc wilclic™ft dcluf.ioa id 6dcm. Thn giret 
tlir Fterirwcrachuicrloitrikotine, in hu usual 
Mj'le, *i follom: "The caae did not occur in 
■'ihe Summer; Ihe dale » )»laittoanyonr vbn 
"will liH'k for it." Ciiitiia lUthernyalbai the 
"tint fuiiml benelf to Ik formally Iwse^ Ity 
" the ■iH'CtnV'oatlie tenth of Be|)teml)er. Fruni 
the preccdiDfi claoMS of tlie umc |i«ra(ft»|ili, it 
niighl lie inferred thnl the bad liad flti bFlorp. 
He ijiciik* of thaw, on the tenth, m " the fii^l I'll 
" Tlw word "formally, "too, air— ' 
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liiirtd to Ik iIh- Ciiiallait kind 

though ntlered l>.v the Reviewnr in 

pelnlant |>e<Iagcii.rue. II Summer 

to borrov a litllr of 8c|)lcinlier, It 

not have much to thon-. in nor climate. The 

tenth of Si-|ilrml>«riti, after all, fairly wiibin the 

aitronomical Samincr. 

Hie lU-Ticirer auyt it wilt be "difficalt for me 

■' to prove " that JUr){aret Rule belmnd to Mr. 

Mnlbcr'a Con|p«gation. before BeptenilMT. 1603. 

Uather Tindieatea hia taking inch an iDlcTi«l in 

her caae, on the rtohihI that ahc waa one of bis 
■■poor flock." Tiie Rcriewer taiaea a qurMion 
OD ttiia point ; and liia cuntniTeray iawilh MHllicr. 
But with me. If Rule did not belong to the Con 
grcgailon of Xi>nh Binton, when Slatbrt tiist 
Tinted bar, hi« UnKUnt'e ia dwaptiTe, aofl hi; 
apology, for Dieddliiig with tlie caie, foimdc^l in 
fal>eb<<od. I mnkc no aucb charge, and liave nn 
Mich belief. Ttic Ri/viewer aermii t.> have Ikhb 
led lo place Collon Mather in liii o»n lif-hl— in 
fact, to faliify bia language — on this |K>ii!l, by 
wbat is nid rif anotliiT Jlinister'a lisTlnp riMlpcl 
her, to whcite flock ahe Iwlongcd. and wbcim she 
called, ■■Fuiber." Tliia whs Ineiciue Mmher. 
We know lie viaited her; and it waa as |iro]>er 
for bim to do ao. as for Coti^n. They wen- ■*- 
•ociate Sliobteta of the aamc CoDRregation — llwl 
to which the girl belonged— and it waa nalnnil 
tbat ahe aluHild bare dixtingoialied lb« elder, bv 
calling liiin ■■ Fattier.*' 

In contradkUon of BDolberof ny ■laiiimmt. 
tbe Reriewer aaya: "Ur. Mather tlid nut |Fu1)- 
'* liib an account of lbelong'COBtiDnedfa9iiD^>«,, 
"or anjotbcr accunnt of tlwcaMof Margnn't 
"TtehL" III ■iiiiM tn thinV that " '" 



and la not ddlvd a* ndirirdj ■wriBg. t* p^ 

toprett. Toba "pablirfMd.''^BdoaMWt«M> 
not need, now, to be priatcd XlKft la* Am. 
" - irvmite it. aa ha Myi^ with a rinrtoik 
. „ printed, and pat it into ofiea and bee cfroi- 
Ution. Calef poblidy dedared that be iwdnd 
ilfrom " a gentleman, who bad U of tba — thw; 
"and coromunicaled It to twe, wttk hia wpw 
"ConaenL" Uatber nyn, In ap 
■'IiMwIay before joa a T«rTMt«ft ^. ..,, 
■■ of one wbo bad beeo nmdigkNaljr bamllil ^ 
■'tbeevil Angela." "I do nol write k wttk • 
■'deaign of throwing h prcMMlj tnto tbo pm^ 
"bat only It prnrrrn thn mimrij nf wrh biii 
■'oraMe thinga, tba foiveltii^ whaimt wodd 
■ ■ neither lie pleaa'mg to Ood, not ■aful to oifc* 
Tbe nnretfricted drcnlalka of « work of tUi 
kind, with aucb a dcfclfn, waa fnUiMaf IL It 
waa the form in whicn almoat even IUh wm 
labliahed in tboaa daya. If CUef bad oaltted 
it, in a book profea^Dg to ^re a tma a«d Ml 
account of bia dealing! wHbllallMr, lathe 1I«> 
garet Rule eaac, be wonld bar* bwa c h w a rf 
with having withbcld HUber'a eanfnllr p 
view of that caae. Hatber bfapr" - 
tbe drvnlatloD of bit ** aooot 
tioo, for in apcaking of bin d 
ItrintiDgitbinMlf, DccaUt il 

Paict il embnceathe ooTTopoadtnoi biCnt^ 
Cklef, Uather, and other*, whldi I h**a paitlM- 
larlydcMsibed. 

pAKT IIL ia a brfaf aeoooBt ef the PUtt 
tronUo, at Salem ViUagn. 

Past IV. 1* a ooiT«q)oi>deMe bttwaca OlW 
and a gentleman, wbnae name b not KlreB, mi tba 
object of witcbcraft, the lattv -»— *-'-i^ the 
'••wa then pteralcnt. 

Fakt T. la Ah impartial aMMuit •/ O* m^t 
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couched in 

be aaya: -It is a 

"fart, and indeed tl ... . 

■■ by aome abler hand, better aecoupUabed, aad 
"with the advantage* of both Balor*! aail a^ 
■■ quirtd judgment ; Int, olben not anNwi^b I 
"have enforced myielf to do wbatii doaa, 1^ 
I ■' titlier occasiona will not adnJt any fattha t m- 
, " liny therein." A Puatcrlpt eimtaiaa«CNBe*Bf^ 
' mm on tlie Li/ea/Sir Wm. FUfi, IbtB rcccfltlT 
iprinted. "wliicbbO(^"C*lefa*)«, "tboa^ ft 
I "bearnot Ibeanthor'a name, yet tbe rif k^ n^ 
" nrr. and matter are mdt, that, wen Iben ■• 
'otberdtmoDslrationorlakeatokMw UbIv. 

■ Ml. 
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«* Cotton Mather It the author of it** The real 
agenej of Sir William PhifM, in demoliahiDg, 
with one utem blow, the Coart of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, and treading out the witchmift prosecu- 
tiona, has nerer, notil recently, been known. 
The Records of the Counril, of that time, were 
obtained from England, not long since. They, 
with the General Court Records, Phi|)s*8 letter to 
the HomeOoTemmcnt— copied inthisarticle^and 
the Diary of Judge Scwall. rrvetil to ua the action 
of the brare Governor, and ^how how much that 
generation and suliscquent timcb are indebted to 
him, for stopping, what, if he had allowed it to 
go on, would have come, no man can tcU '* where 
«*atlafit** 

Cdef speaks of Sir William., kindly : •^ It U 
** not doubted but that he aimed at the good of 
** the people ; and great pity it is that his GoTem- 
*' ment was so sullied (for want of lx>tter inform- 
**atiott and advice from those whose duty it 
** was to have given it) by the hobgoblin Monster, 
^* Witchcraft, whereby this country was night* 
** mared and harassed, a^ such a rate as is not 
•• easily imagined.*' 

Such were the contents, and such the tone, of 
Gslef 's book . The courw he pursued, his careful • 
ness to do right and to keep bis position fortified 
•t he advan^d, and the deliberate cburagc with 
which he encountered the res|)onsibilitie8, con- 
nected with his movement to rid the country of 
m baleful sujierstition, are worthy of grateful re- 
membrance. 

Mather received intelligence that Calef had sent 
hit book to England, to Ije printed ; and his mind 
was vehemently exercised in reference to iL He 
set apart the tenth of June, 1098, for a private 
Fast on the occasion ; and he commenced the ex- 
ercise of the day, by, '' first of all, declaring unto 
"the Lord'* that he freely forgave Cftlef, and 
prayins **the Liord also to forgive him.'* He 
** pleaded with the Lord,*' saying that t'te design 
of this man was to hurt his *' precious opportu- 
'* nities of glorifying '* his '* glorious Lord Jesus 
** Christ." He earnestly liesought that tliOJ>c 0|>- 
portunities might not lie '* damnified " by Calef s 
book. ^\nd he finished by implonng deliverance 
from his calumnies. So '* I put over my calum- 
« nious adversary into the hands of the righteous 
••God." 

On the fifth of November, Calef s book having 
been received in Bottton, Mather again made 
it the occasion of Fasting and Praying. His 
friends also spent a day of prayer, as he expresses 
it, *'to complain unto God,'* against Calef, he, 
Mather, meeting with tliem. On the twenty- fifth j 
of November, he writes thus, in bis Diary : *• The 
*• Lord hath permitted Satan to raise an extraor- 
•• dinar}' Storm upon my father and myself. All^ 
•* the rage of Satan, against the holy churches of 
•• the Lord, falla upon us. First Galf s and then 



•* Cofanaa'k, do set the people into m mighty Itr- 
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The entriM in his Diary, at this time, ahow that 
he was exasperated, to the highest degree, agaimt 
Calef, to wnom he applies such terms at, •* m 
*• liar,** *' Tile," •* infamous," imputing to him 
diabolical wickedness. He speaks of him at •* m 
** weaver ; " and, in a pointed manner calls him 
Calf J a mode of s|>elling his name sometimes 
practised, Imt then generally going out of use. 
Tlie pniliability is tliat the vowel a, form^y, at 
in most words, had its broad sound, so that the 
pronunciation was scarcely |>eroeptibly different, 
when used as a dissyllable or mon^'syllable. At 
the lifoad sound l)ecame disused, to a great ex- 
tent, about this time, the name was spoken, at 
well as s|iel]cd, as' a dyssy liable, the vowel hav- 
ing its long M>und. It was written, Cf /^ and 
thus print^, in the title-page of his book ; so that 
31&ther*s variation of it was unjustifiable, and an 
unworthy taont 

It is unnecessary to say that a fling at a persoii*t 
previous cKxiipation, or that of his parents — an 
attem|it to discredit him, in comaequi-noe of hb 
having, at some |ieriod of his life, been a me- 
chanic or nmnufacturer — or dropping, or altering 
a letter in liis name, dties not am«»unt to mnch, 
as an iiniieacliment of his character and credi- 
bility, as a man or an auth<ir. Hard wordi^ too, 
in a lieatcil contmvtrrsy, are of no acrimnt what- 
In this case, fiarticularly, it wunn vain and 



ever. 



enipt\ charge, for Mather to i-all Calef a liar. 
In tlie matter of the account, the latter drew op, 
of wliat took place in the chamber of Margaret 
Rule: as lie sent it to Mather for correcti<m, and 
as Mather s|)ecified some items which he deemed 
ermneiins. his dfclaration that all the rest was a 
tissue of falselMNMK was utterly futile; ard can 
only be taiken as an unmeaning and ineffe^nal 
expn'ssi«in <if te*>i|)er. So far w< the truthfulness 
of Calef s statements, generally, is regarded, there 
la no nMHii left f«tr question. 

In his D'mry for Februar>', 1700, Mather say% 
speaking of the *• calumnies that Satan, by bit m- 
** stmment. Caff^ had cast upon " him and hit 
father. ** the Lord put it into the hearta of m con- 
**sidenible number of our flock, who are^ in 
** their teni|Niral condition, more equal onto uor 
*• adversar>', to ap|)ear in our vindication." A 
Committee of Hcven, including John 0<N)dwin, 
was a|>|)oiiitcd for this purfNiae. Tliey called op- 
on their Pa»'tors to furnish them with materiala; 
which tliey Uith did. Tlie Committee drow 
np. a.« Maiher informs ns, in his Diary, a "hand- 
*'M>nie answer unto the slanders and lilielaof 
•* onr slanderuiis adversar}'," which waa forth- 
with printed, with the naniea of tlie memliers of 
the Committee sigmtl to it. The pamphlet was 
entitled, 89me Few HemarH^ He. Mather aaya of 
'* it : The Lord Uessea it, for the illumination of 
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Ms people fai BMUijr points of oar 
tenrt tlicni, whereof thej iMd h 



to 
been ignoffaat ; 
" and there in abo set before mil the Churchct a 
** reiy landaMe example of a people appearing 
** to rindicate their injnred Paaton, when a itonn 
** of p e rwc uti on b raved agiimt them.** 
^ This Tindication b mainly deroted to the case 
of the Goodwin childrm, twelve jears before, and 
to a defence of the coarae of Increase Mather, in 
England, in reference to the Old and New Char- 
ters. No seriooii attempt was made to oontroYert 
roatmal fmints in Calef s hook, relating to Salem 
Witchcraft. As it woold hare Ixen perfectly 
cttfy, by certificates without nambcr, to hare ez- 
|Nwed any error, tonchin}; that matter, and as no 
attempt of the kind was made, on thb or ^ny 
iither occai^icin, the «>nly sltematire left b to ac- 
re|>t HiitchinwmV cnnTiction, that '*C*iilef was a 
V-/* fair relator ** of that paMsge in oar history. 
Hb book has, therefore, come down to as, liear- 
inff the inefTsceable stamp of truth. 

It was so regarded, at the time, in England, as 
sliown in the mNnner in which it was referred to 
by Franri« Hnrdiinson and Daniel Neal ; and in 
America, in the way in which Thomas Hatchin- 
son s|)eak8 of Calef, and alludes to matters as 
stated by him. I iirpsent, entire, the judgment of 
Dr. John Eliot, as given in hb Biographical 
Dictionary. Benrintr in mind that Eliot*s work 
was poblbheil in 1806, the reader is left to make 
hb own comments on the statenient, in the yvrth 
American Retifti^ that 1 originated, in 1831, the 
nnfavonil)l«> estimate of Cotton Mather*s agency 
in the witchcraft delusion of 1692. It is safe 
to say that no higher authority can be cited than 
ihfl of John Eliot : '* Calep, Robert, merchant, 
/mu the town of Boston, rendered himself fa- 
(**mous )»y his Iniok against Witchcraft, wlicn 
**the people of l^Ins^icbusetts were under the 
** most strange kind o' deluidon. The nature of 
'* this crime, so <ip|Nisite to all common sense, 
** has been said to exempt the accusers from ob- 
** serving the rub's of common sense. Tliis was 
** evident from the trials of witcheit. at Salem, in 
** 1602. Mr. Calef opfKised facts, in the simple 
**garb of tnith, to fanciful repret^enthtions; yet 
'* he ofTendod men of the greatest learning and 
'* influence. He was obliged to enter into a con^ 
"troversy, which he managifl with great bold- 1 
** ness and address. His letters and defence were 
"printed, in a volume, in London, in 1700. Dr. 
"increase Mather was then President of Har- 
" vard College ; he ordered the tviclced lK)ok to 
** lie burnt in the College yard ; and the members 
"of the Old North Church published a defence 
" of their Pastors, the Rev. Increase and Cotton 
*' Mather. The pamphlet, printed on thb occa- 
'* sion, has this title-page : Jiemarkt upon a ican- 
" daUnis booh, affain$t the Ootemment and Mirk' 
•*iHrj «/ New England, written hp Bebert 




"Csle^, fte. Their BMitto WML TruA 
** o jf eanaMerer^ wlMk proved m 
•• selvea, becmnse Calef obCaiDed a cooaplete Irf- 
"wnph. The Judges of the Cooit and Uwloiy 
** confessed their errors ; the peo|^ wm intco 
'* ished at their owm delopioii ; rraam aad coai- 
" mon sense were evidently oo Galefa side ; aad 
** even tiie present gcneratioii read hb book wtt 
** mingled sentiments of pleasure and adadi»> 
••tioo." 

Calef 8 book cootinoca, to thb daj, the reeof - 
nized authority on the subject. Ua statcoMBti of 
matters of fact, mit disputed nor specHfeally de- 
nied liy the partiea affected, living at the tioM^ 
nor attemuted to be confuted, then, and bgr them, 
never can lie. The current cfneariy two oentarki 
has liome them bejond all qnestioo. Ko asseall 
can now reach them. *Ko writings of Mather 
have ever reodved more evidence of poUhe ia- 
terest or favor. First printed in Londoa, Calcfli 
volume has gone thruugh foor Americaa edi- 
tions, the last, in 1861. edited by Samuel P. Fowl- 
er, b presented in such digible type and so rand- 
able a form, as to commend h to fmvonUe 



It may be safely said that few pobikniom 
have produced more inunediate or more liMl^p 
effects. It killed off the whole busines s of '^ 
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— Rule. Mather abandoned it n l^^ ytii^ 
1<IV4, nesaid "the forgetting thereof ~woidd 
** neither lie pleasing to Ood nor useful to meo.** 
Before Calef had done with him, he had drop- 
ped it forever. 

r^lof ajvwtir pnt ^ rtftp ^ all i«ff| tfrwigM, fa 

New and Ol d England. It struck a blow at flm 
whole system of ponuJa r supers tiMon, relatittf to 
tTie~diabollc&l world, niid^>hicfa it reds to thb 
day. It drove the TWii ^» nM %\%» ^w^f^\^ 
the literature, an*I^the_p<>p pl*r septinmnfa ^ ^ 
world. Thelraces othis footsteps, asoootroil- 
ing the affairs of men and interfering with tho 
Providence of Ood, are only found in the daik 
recesses of ign<inince, the vulgar profaniticeof 
the low, and a few f^ash •expressions and thoodtt- 
less forms of speedL ^ 

No one can appreciite the value of hb eervieo^ 
If this one brave man had not squardy and defi- 
antly met the follies and madness, the pr ic s luai l 
and fanatidsui, of his day; If they had been al- 
lowed to continue to sway Courts and Jurici ; if 
the pulpit and the press had oontinued to throw 
combustibles through sodety, and, in eveiy way, 
inflame the public imaginations and 
what limit can be asdgned to the ~ 
sequences t 

Boston Merchants glory in the namei^ on ttMir 
proud roll of public benefactora, of men whooe 
wisdom, patriotism, and munificoioe have xs^ 
hdd, adorned, and blessed sodety; battheroii 
no one of their number who enooontered 
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dtnger, showed more moral and intellectiial 
profresB« or rendered more noble terrioe to his 
f dlow citizens and fellow men, erery where, than 
RoBEKT Calet. 

I again ask attention to the langnajure nsed in 
the North American Uewiew^ for April, 1869. 
"These views, respecting Mr. Mather's cunnec- 
** tion with the Salem triali*, are to he found in 

* * NO nTBLICATION OP A DATC PRIOR TO 1 831,' whett 

** Mr. Upham*8 Lectures were pnlilished.** 

Great as may he the power of critical jonmak, 
they cannot strike into non existence, tlie record- 
ed and printed sentiments of Brattle, the Hatch- 
insons, Neal, Watta, Bentley, Eliot, Quincy, and 
Gtfef. 



daedato; and they were pabllibed aRORyoMJi, 
in Philaddpliia. The right of Wise ud nu 
to the credit of having first, by wiittea nmom- 
strance, opposed the proceedhiga, on the spol; 
cannot, I think, be taken away. 

The Reviewer charges me, in fefermce to oaa 
point, with not having thought it neeesMiy to 
** pore over musty manuscripts, in the oliaem 
** chirography of two centuries ago.** 80 far at 
my proper subject could be elucidated liy it, I am 
constrained to daim, that thb labor was caeoon- 
tered, to an extent not often attempted. The f 1« 
of Courts, and State, County, Town, and Oiwdi 
records, were very extensively and thonii^lily 
studied out 80 far as the Court papers. liekN«- 
ingtothe witchcraft Examinations and TViaia. 
are regarded, mudi aid was derived from Bimrde 
ef Salem WUckcraft, copied firma the erifi- 
There are one or two minor points, whera the [ aa/ documeide^ printed in_1864, by W. SBoC 
Reviewer finds occasion to indulge in his pe- 
culiar vdn of criticism on my hook, which it is 
necessary to notice before closing, in order to 
prevent wrong impressions lidng made by hb ar- 
tide, touching the truth of history. 

A pamphlet, entitled. Some Miecdlany Oheerva- 
tioneon our present debates respecting Witch- 
eraft^ in a Dialogue between S and B, has been 

referred to. It was published in Philadelphia, ^ „ 

in 1692. Its printing was procured by Hezekiah I generation long since departed, and repnidaenig 
Usher, a leading citizen of Boston, who, at the a c«>mniunit> and transacticm so nearly laified in 

oblivion, oivcring a wide field of gisn«l<igy, top- 
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Woodward. But such difiicultr had 
perienced in deciphering them, that the offigiaab 
were all subjected to a minute re-examiaatioa. 
Tlie same necessity existed in the use of the Am- 
nals of Salem, prepared and publitdied 1^ thai 
most indefatigable antiouary, the late Rev. Joseph 
B. Felt, LL. O. In writing a work for which so 
little aid could lie derived from legtslative nse- 
ords or printed sources, bringing back to life a 



later stages of the pn>9ecBtion, had been cried 
out upon, by the accusing girls, and put under 
arrest Its author was understood to be the Rev. 
Samud Willard. The Reviewer cisims for its 
writer precedence over the Rev. John Wise, of 
Ipswich, and Ro1>ert Pike, of Salisbury, as hav- 
ing eariier opposed the proceedings. Wise head- 
ed a Memorial, in favor of John Proctor and 
against the use of 8|>cctral evidence, liefore the 
trials that took |>lace on the fifth of August ; and 
Pike*s second letter to Judge Corwin was dated 
the dghth of August. 

The immphlet attributed to Willard is a spirit- 
ed and al>le performance ; but seems to allow the 
use of spectral evidence, wheu Ijearing against 
persons of ** ill-fame.** 

Pike concedes all that lielievers in the general 
doctrines of witchcraft demanded, particularly 
the ground taken in the pamphlet attributed to 
WillaM, and tiien proceeds, by the most acate 
technical logic, based upon solid common sense, 
to overturn all the c<»ndusi«>ns to which the Court 
had been led. It was sent by spedd messenger, 
to a Judge on the Bench, who was also an asso- 
date with Pike at the Council Board of the 
Province. Wise*s pa|>er was addressed to the 
Court of Assistanta, the Supreme trilmnd of tlia 
Province. The Miscellany Obtereations^ appear 
to have been written after the trials. Tbera it 
Bothing, however, absdutc^ to detarmina the pra- 



«»grapliy and clinmology, emitradng an inddlaila 
variety of munidpd, parochial, political, audal, 
local, and family makers, and of things namw. 
and dates without numbor. it was, after all, iai- 
posdUe to avoid feeling that nuiny emm and 
oversights might liave been committed ; aad, aa 
my only object was to oinstruct a trae and ade- 
quate history, I coveted, and kept mysdf ia a 
frame gratefully tc» recdve dl cotfectioaa aad 
suggestions, with a view of making the work aa 
perfect as {Hmible, in a reprint Aa I was rea- 
sonaMy confident thai the ground under aw 
could staml, at dl important uointa, any assaalta 
of criticiKm, made iu the ordman way, U gava 
roe SiUisfactitm to hear, as I did, ia voices of ta- 
mor readiing me fnim many quarters, that aa ar^ 
tide was ab(»ut to appsar in the Jforth Ameriemm 
Retime that would '* demolish** my book. I 
flattered myself that whether it did or aot, amdi 
valuable infonnaiion would, at least, ha reeeit^ 
ed, that would enable me to make my liook faora 
to niT purpose, by making itmoretmetohistafy. 
After the jMiblication of the- article, and liefora 
I t:tittlil extricate m3'self fnNn other engagenwahi 
si» far as to look into it, I read, in editfirwEi, from 
week to week, in aewspapen and journals, thai 
I bad been demolished, Snrdy, I tliought anaie 
great errora have beea discovered, woent predoas 
•• origiad ■oareea'* apcaad, aoma lost laoofdstt- 



iMBMd, 10 iiMl BOW, tl la0t» BOBftttcr bj whom, 
the itory of Mem wHdicimft cad be told. My 
diM^ipoiBtiiient niay be imagined, wbeo, opoo 
damming the article, it appeared tbat oolj one 
error bad licen diac o reted in my book, and tbat 
I DOW proceed toacksowledgo. 

mja: 



Tbe Reriewer mja: *«Thomaa Brattle, tbe 
^IVeasarer «.£ Harnud College, (not William 
** Brattle, a merchant of Boston, at Hr. Upham 
"statet) wrote, at tbe time, an aeooant of Salem 
" Witchcraft.** Thb was not an error of tbe 
ptea, but wholly my own, as it is in the **co|>^,** 
aent to tiie printers. In finding tbe interesting 
relations held by the Rer. William BratUe with 
the Salem ViUage Parish, after the death of Mr. 
Green, he lieing called to act as their patron and 
guide, and eremually manying Green*s widow, 
bis name became familiar to my thoughts, and 
alipped throngfa my pen. Ereiy one who has 
gooe through the drudgery «if proof-reading 
knows what ridiculous and, sometimes, frightful, 
erron are detected, eren in tiie **last revise.** 
Upon opening the rolume, when it came to me 
from the binder, I saw this error and immediatelY 
informed my publishers. It is pleasing to think 
tbat it cost the Reviewer no pains to discover it, 
as the right name stands out in the caption of 
tiie aitide, which is hi capital letters— jrajMcAii- 
9eU$ HiiUfnedl CotUeOont, i.. •., tfi— where 
alone be or I oonld have seen it 

Mistakes in names and dates-^ways provok- 
ing^ often inezplicshle— are a fate to which all 
are liable. In a friendly, daborate, and able 
notice of my liook, in a newspaper of high char- 
acter, it is Ktated that Salem Village was the home 
of the family which gave General Rufus Putnam 
to "the War of 1812;** and George Burroughs is 
called **John^ Burroughs. 

It is sometimes as hara to correct an error, as 
it is easy to fall into one. In pointing out my 
inadvertant mistake, the Reviewer unwittingly re- 
produces it. Hb sentence, just quoted, is liable 
to convey the idea that William Brattle was 
'* a mercnsnt of Boston.** As he has l>een kind 
enough, all through his article, to tell what I 
ought to have read, and seen, and done. I ven- 
ture to loggest that hb sentence ought to have 
been constructed thus: * 'Thomas Brattle, a mer- 
'* chant of Boston, (not William, as Mr. Upham 
aaya.)** 

A queer fatality seems to have attended this 
attempt to correct my error. 

A reader of th.-; ifort'k AtMriean Retiew can- 
not fail to have noticed tbe manner in which tbe 
late Rev. Dr. Peabody, as weli as myself, is held 
up to ridicule, for having called Oi>tton Mather, 
'*Dr.** when referring to any thing iirevious to his 
having received his Doctorate. Perba|is we 
were excusable. By uaagc^ such honorary titles, 
did indf^ all titlai, tin applied ictroapectiva^. 



nraningbndE over the Ufe,inde6idld|y. Hm 
dyc9pmdia Amerkmmm^ Eliot*s Bh^rmfkk&i DU- 
U&mmrf^ and one of tbe last numbers of the Aa- 
torie Oeneaiogieal Btgidsr, all give that title to 
Increase Mather, referring to a period anterior to 
ita having lieen conferred upon him. Tbe tiHt 
was given by the learned editor ^ the JVSmmmIii- 
•etU HUtorUal OMeetUms, to Cotton Matlier, to 
the caption of his letter to Governor Dodkj. 
la the M/Uktr Bnper^ lettera wvitten a seom of 
vean before that degree had lieco eonferred am 
him, are endorsed "Doctor Cotton Matbai;" 
If the high authority of the North AmsHmm M§- 
Hsw h to estoblbh it, as a literary canom tlwl 
titlea are never to be given, except in rdatioa to 
a period snb^uent to their conferment, writen 
must, hereafter, be very careful, when cnrKirSly 
alluding to anything in the eariicr Uvea of thn 
Dukeof Marlborough, Lord Castleicagh, theDnkn 
of Wdlington, Doctor BVanklia, Doctor Chai- 
ning, or Doctor Priestley, to eay, Mr. Chndiill, 
Mr. Stewart, Mr. Weilesl^, Mr. FViakUa, Ue, 
Channing, of Mr. Priearlej. 

What renders this making of a great matter 
out of so trivial a point, by our Reviewer, amaz- 
ing, as well as ridiculoua, la tlmt he ia tbe llial 
to break bis own rule. 

*'Tis tbe tspoH to have the 
"* Hoist with his own petard.** 



The critic is caught by his own captfona criti- 
cism. In the passage, pointing out the cnor to 
tbenameof Brattle, he calls him,*' at the time** 
he wrote the account of Salem witch€9ndFI,'*tiie 
** Treasurer of Harvard College.** Brattle held 
not then, and never had held, that bononbto 
trust and title, though subsequently Appointed 
to the oiBee. 

It is not prol)ab1e that Cotton Mather will 
ever find a biographer more kind and Juat tbaa 
the late W. B. O. Peabody, whose mild aad 
pleasant humor was always kq>t uni^er tbe away 
of a sweet spirit of candor and benevolence, 
and who has presented faithfully all tbe good 
points and services of his suMect— 5jp«rfo*e 
American Biography^ Vol, VI, But tlie knigllt 
errant who has just entered the lists, brandiab- 
ing bis spear against sll who have uttered « IS^ 
against Cotton Mather, goes out of hia way to 
strike at Doctor Peabody. He inserts, at the fool 
of one of his pages, this sneering Kote: *^Ut. 
"" Peal)ody says ; ' Little did tbe vt^nerable Doe> 
'''tor think,* etc The venerable Doctor was 
" twenty-nine years of age! and waa im Doctor 
" at alL" 

Let us see how tbe ridicule of the Reviewer 
can be parried by hia own wraponsi. Indulging 
myself, for a moment, in hia stjle, I have to any 
that '* this Reviewer has never seen " Worcee 
tfv'a Dictlonaiy, sor Webatei*a Dictioaaiy, Is 
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neither of which does time or ii^ cirter into the 
definition of t^nertthU, The latter piv«* the 
sense an follows: ** Rendered sacred Ity relifooos 
**mfl80ciationA, or hein^ conitecrate<l to Go<l and 
'* to his worship: to he rejrarded with awe, and 
"treated with reverence." Further: "This 
" Reviewer should have heen familiar enouffh 
"with the orifrinal sources of information on 
" this suhiect," to have known that it was com- 
mon, in tho<*e davs, to speak and think of such 
persons as Cotton Mather, although not old in 
years, as " venerable." All the customs, habits, 
ideis. and sentiments of the people invested 
them with that character. Their costume and 
bearinii: favored it. The place they filled, and 
the power they exercised, imparted awe and 
veneration* whatever their years. All that ace 
could contribute to command res])ect was an- 
ticipated and hrouffht, to ^ther round the vonnjr 
Minister, when hands were laid upon him. at 
Ills ordination, hv the title he thenceforth 
wore, of " Elder." By his talents, learning, 
and ambition. Cotton Mather had become rec- 
oflrnir.1^ as a "Father in the Church:" and his 
aspect, as he stood in the pulpit of "North Bos- 
"ton." fulfilled the idea of venerableness. And 
we find that this very term was appl'ed to the 
representitive centre of a consecrated family, in 
the " Attestation " to the MaqnaUn^ written bv 
John Hi^nson, venerable in vears, as in all 
thinirselse. in some Latin lines of his composure: 
" Venerande Ufaiherey 

In the popular eye. Cotton Mather concen- 
trated all the sacred memories of the crreat " de- 
"cemvirate." as Hieeinson called it, of the 
Mathers, who had been set apart as Ministers of 
God; and he was venerjible, besides, -n the asso- 
ciations connected with the hallowed traditions 
of his maternal irrand-father, whose name he 
bore, John Cotton. 

An object is ti^n^rahU^ whether it he a person, 
a buildini?, a locality, or any thing else, around 
which associations gather, that inspire rever- 
ence. Age, in Itself, suggest^ the sentiment, if 
itt natural effect is not marred by un worthiness: 
so does wisdom. Virtue is venerable, whatever 
the age. So are all great traits of character; 
and so is every thing that brings to the mind 
consecrated thoughts and impressions. There 
was much in Mather's ancestry, name, and oflUce, 
to suggest the terra, without any regard what- 
ever to his years. If applied to him by the 
people of that day, or by a writer now, in ref- 
erence to any period of his life after enterinf? 
the ministry and being classed with the Elders 
of the Church and the land, it was entirely le- 
gitimate and appropriate. 

While acknowledjipng the one error, detected 
by the Reviewer, I avail myself of the oppor- 
tunity to apprise tboae who have my book 



of a probable error, not discovered by him. Ib 
Vol. II. p. 208, the name of "Elizabeth CarL7 ' 
is ^ven among those for whose arrest Warrantt 
were issued, on the twenty-eighth of May, 1698. 
On pa^ 238, the name *" EHzalieth Ciiry" is 
again mentioned. The facts are, that Calef, 
{p. 95^) says: ** Mat 24 th: Mrs. Carey, ol (Miarles- 
"town, was examined and conimitteil. Her 
"husband, Mr. Nathaniel Carey, has given ao- 
" count thereof, as also o: her escape, to this ef 
" feet." He then gives a letter going into much 
inti-resting detail, evidently written bv her htta> 
band, and signed " Jonathan Carey." Hntch- 
ins -n {HUtArv^ ii. 49,) repeats CalePs account, 
calling the woman, " Elizal>eth, wife of Nathan- 
" iel:" and gives the Kul>stance of her hntband^ 
letter, without attempting to explain, or even 
not'cing, the discrepancy as to the name of the 
husband. Not knowing what to make of It, I 
examined the mlf^» laneous mass of papers, in 
the Clerk^s oflUce, and found, on a small «-erip, 
the original Complaint, on which the Warrant 
was issuetl. It it the only paper, relating to 
the case, in existence, or at least to Iw f«innd 
here. In it^ the woman is descril^ aa " Eliza- 
" beth. the wife of Capt Nathaniel Carey of 
" Charlestown, mariner." Tliis seemed toaet- 
tle it and I let it pass, without attempting to 
explain how "Jonathan Carey" came to appear 
MS the husband of the woman, in the leter 
signed by that name. I am now quite convinced 
that,* in th<s case, I was misled, together with 
Calef and Hutchinson, by paying too much re- 
gard to " original sources." 1 am satisfied that 
the authority of the letterof" Jonathan Cirey," 
must stand ; that the woman was his wife, " Han- 
" nah ; " and that the error is In the original 
" Complaint," here on file. 

The facts, probably, were, that, it being ru- 
mored in Charlestown that a Mrs. Carey waa 
"cried out upon, "without itt being known 
which Mrs. Carey it was, Jonathan, d^ermined 
to meet the matter at the threshold, took hit wife 
directly to the spot He arrived at Salem Vil- 
luge. In the midst of a great excitement, bring- 
ing together a crowd of people, half crazed 
under the terrors of the hour. Nobody knew 
him, which would not have been to llkdy to 
have been the case with his brother, Nathaniel, 
who was a more conspicuous charact^. He 
could find no one he knew, except Mr. Hale, 
who was formerly a Charlestown roan, and whom 
he soon lost in the confusion of the scene. The 
accusing girls were on the look out, and notic- 
ing these two strangers, enquired their namca, 
and were told, Mr, and Mrt. Carey, They bad 
been crying out upon Kliwabeth Carey, and 
thinking i hey had her. Informed Tbomaa Put- 
nam and Benjamin Hntcbinton, two perMXii 
perfectly ddnded by them, who Instantly draw 
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up the Complaint. In the hnrrf and horrori of 
the moment, the error in the names was not <1ia- 
oorered : Jonathan and Hannah were nent forth- 
with to prison, from which they broke, and es- 
caped to New York. The fprls, thinking tbej 
had got Jfrx. Elizalteth Carey in prison, said no 
more alNint it. Ah Jonathan ami his wife wen* 
ssife, and Iteyond r&ich, the whole matter drup- 
u«x] ont of the p'.ililic mind ; and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth remained undi«»turherl. This is the only 
way in which I can nocount for the ntninge in- 
congruity of the statements, as fouml in the 
** Complaint,*' Calcf. and Hutchinson. Tlie let- 
ter of Jonatliiin Carey is decisiTe of tlie point 
that it was " Hannah,^ his wife, that was ar- 
rested, and esc»pe<l. The error in Calef was 
not discovered by him. as his book was printed 
in London ; and, under the general disposition 
to let the subject pass into oblivion, if possible, 
no ezphmatiim was cfver given. 

I cannot let the letter of Jonathan Carey pasa, 
without cnllin}? to n •tic-e his statement that, 
upon reaching New York, they found ^ His Ex- 
** cellency, Benjamin Fletcher, E^. very cour- 
*^teous***to them. Whatever multiplies pi ns- 
ant historicHi ri'ininiscences and bonds of asso- 
ciation betwe<*n different States, ought to be 
gathered up un<l kept fresh in the minds of all. 
Tiie fact that when Massachusetts was sulTering 
from a fiery and bloody, but brief, persecution 
by its own Oovemmcnt, New York opened so 
kind and secure a shelter for those fortunate 
enough to escui)e to it, ought to lie forever held 
In grateful remembrance by the jieopleof the 
old Bay State, and constitutes a part of the his- 
tory of I he Empiie State, of which s*ie mav well 
be proud. If the historians and antiqu^mes of 
the latter State can find any tr ces, in their mu- 
nicipal or other archives, or in any quarter, of 
the refuge which theCai^\s and others found 
among them, in 1692, they would be welcome 
contributicms to our history, and strengthen the 
bonds of friendly union. 

The Rcviewer8eemstoiinaginethat,by a stroke 
of his pen, he can, at any time, make history. 
Referring to Governor Winthrop, in connection 
with the case of Margan*t Jones, forty -two years 
liefore, he says that he ** presided at her Trial ; 
** signed her Death-warrant; and wrot? the re- 
'* port of the case in his jonmal.^ The fact 
that, in his private journal, he has a paragraph 
relating, to it, hardly justifies the expression 
** wrote the report of the case.** Where did he, 
our Reviewer, find authority for the positive 
•tatement that Winthrop '^siznetl the Death- 
*' warrant V* We have no information, I think, 
as to the use of Death-warrants, as we under- 
stand such documents to lje, in those days; 
and especially are we ignorant as to the oflUcial 
who drew tod signed the Order fof the execu- 



tion of a capital oonTicI; SirWIlliMi FMpas 
although present, did not t'igB tlie Deelb-wai^ 
rant f»f Bridget Bitlio|i. 

The Reviewer expresses, over and ofcr mmtSm^ 
his great -urprise at the view given In ny book 
of Cotton Mather's connection with Mem 
witchcraft. It is quite noticeable that hit ka- 
guage, to this effect, was echoed throngli Uuit 
portion of the Press comnltted to \Aa itafc»> 
nients. My eenriments were spoken of aa 



^ prising errors.** What I bail said was, aa I have 
*<hown, a mere continuation of an ewtt-tt^ftA 
opinion ; and it was singnlnr that it gave woA 
a widespread simultaneous sb*iek of ** inrpriieL* 
But that shock went all aroond. I waa loi^ 
prised at their surprise ; and niay be allowed, 
as well as the Reviewer, Id ezpiesa and explain 
that sensation. It was awakened deeply and fniw 
cibly by the whole tenor of his artide. He wm 
the first reader of my book, It having been fn» 
nished him by the PnbliilierB before going to 
the binder. He wrote an elaboimte, exteMed, 
and friendly notice of it. In a leadha^ P*pv ^ 
New York city, kindly calling It ** a momnMBl 
''of historical and antiqnaiian leieaieh;*''^ 
''narrative as fascinating aa the latest botiI;'* 
and concluding thus : ^ mi. Uphan detcrrca the 
"thanks of the many peraooa Intefested in 
'' psychological inquiries, for the minute detalla 
lie has ''given of these transactiona ** Bone crit> 
icisnis were suggested, in reference to matt en of 
form in the work ; hut mt€ ens w^rdwoimid e > »i rf 
Cotton Mathsr. The change that haa eooM 
over the spirit of his dream Is RMire than enr- 
prising. 

The reference, In the foregoing d atkiB, to 
** psychological enquiries,** suggests to me to al- 
lude, before clomng, to remarks made by tome 
other critics. I did not go into the disomdoB, 
with any particularity, of the connertioB, if any, 
between the witchcraft developments of IMS 
and modem spiritualism, in any of its Ibrmib A 
fair and candid writer observes that ** the hfdM 
" and occurences,** as I state them. Involve dif- 
ficulties which I '* have not solved. There m 
" depths,** he continues, " in this melandioly c^ 
" isode, which his plummet haa not sonnded, bj 
" a int»t deal.** This is perfectly true. 

With a full conviction that the cventa aod 
circumstances I was endeavoring to relate, af- 
forded more material for sng-,-eatlona, In refer- 
ence to the mysteries of our spiritual mitVfCi 
than any other chapter in history, I carelhlly 
abstained, with the exception of a few cantloB- 
ary considerations hinting at the difBenltiea 
that encompass the subject, from attempting to 
follow facts to conclusioQa, in that direetMmu 
My sole object waa to bring to Tiew, aa tratk- 
fully, thoroughly, and minntdy, aa I conld, iSbm 
pheQomciia«thecaie|aa hnie histofieel fed^ 




from which othen were left to make their own 
deduetioDt. This was the extent of the senrice 
I desired to render, in aid of such as maj at- 
tempt to adrance the ttonndaries of the spirit- 
ual department of science. I wns content, and 
careful, to st y mr ste|)s. Feeling that the sto- 
ry I Was telling led me along the outer edge of 
what is now knowledge — that I was treading 
the shores of the ultif/ui Thv'U^ of the yet dis- 
coyered world of truth — ^I did. not yenture up- 
on the ocean beyond. My only hope was to 
aflord some data to g^ide the course of those 
who may attempt to trayerse it. Other hands 
are to drop the plummet into its depths, and 
other yoyagers feel their way oyer its surface to 
continents that are waiting, as did tltis Western 
Hemisphere, for asres upon ages, to be reyealcd. 
Tbe belief that fields of science may yet be 
reached, by exploring the connection* lietween 
the corporeal and ftpiritual spheres of our l-eing, 
in which explorations the facts presented in the 
witchcraft Delusion may he senriceabV, suggest- 
ed one of the motives that led me to deilicate 
my yolomes to the Professor of Physiology in 
Hanrard Uniyersity. 

The Heyiewer concludes his article by saying 
that the ** History of Sa^em witchcraft is as yet 
*' unwritten,** but. that I muAt write it ; and he 
tells me how to write it He adyises a more 
concise form, although his whole article consists 
of complaints because I avoided discussions 
and con<^len8ed documents, which, if fully gone 
into and spread out at length, would have swell- 
ed the dimensions of the work, as well a« broken 
the thread of the narratiye. It must l»e borne 
in mind, that a reader can only be held to the 
line of a subject, by an occasional retrospec- 
tion and reiteration Of what must l)e constantly 
kept in yiew. The trayeler needs at certain 
pMnts and suitable stages, to turn and sunrey 
the ground oyer which he has passed. A con- 
densation that would strike out such recapitu- 
lations and repetitions, might impair the effect 
of a work of any kind, particularly, of oneem- 
bmcing complicated materials. 

The Reyiewersays that, "by all means, I must 
" giye references to authorities.^ when I quote. 
This, as a general thing, is good advice. But it 
must be rememlKsred that my work consists of 
three divisions. The History of Salem Yillsge 
constitutes the First. This is drawn, almost whol- 
ly, from papers in the oflices of registry, and from 
judicial files of the County, to which references 
would be of little use, and serve only to cumber 
and deform the pages. Everything can be ver- 
i6ed by inspection of the originals, and not oth- 
erwise. The Second Part is a cursory, general, 
abbreviated sketch or survey of the history of 
opinions, not designed as an aathoritative trea- 
tiae lor q>ocial ■tndanti, but to pfepara Um 



reader for tbe Third Part, the authorities for 
which are, almost wholly. Court files. 

As to the remaining suggestion, that I roust 
divide the work into Chapters, with headings, 
there is something to be said. When the natnre 
of an historical work admits of its being invest- 
ed with a dramatic interest — and all history b 
c;ip:ible, more or less, of having that Httraction— 
nhere minute details can fill up the whole out- 
line of chanicters, events, and scenes, all - bear- 
ing the impress of truth and certainty, real 
history, being oll< n stranger than fiction, may 
lie, and ought to be, so written as to bring to 
bear upon the reader, the charm, and work the 
spell, of what is calied romsnce. The same so- 
licitude, suspense, and sensibilities, which tbe 
parties, described, experienced, can lie imparted 
to the reader; and his feelings and affections 
keep pace with the developments of th^ story, 
as they arise, with the progress of time and 
events. Headings to Chapters, in historical 
works, capable of this dramatic element, would 
lie as out of place, and as much mar > nd (defeat 
the effect, as in a novel. 

As for division into Chapters. This was much 
thought of and desired ; but the nature of tbe 
subject presented obstacles that seem insur- 
mountable. One topic necessarily r:>n into, or 
over lapped, another. No chronological unity, 
if the work had been thus c-ut up, could have 
been preserved ; and much of the ground woaM 
have had to be gone over and over again. Ex- 
aminations, Trials, Executions were, often, all 
going on at once. 

There is danger of a diminution of the con- 
tinuous interest of some works, thus severed 
into fragments. There are, indeed, animals that 
will bear to he chopped up indefinitely, and 
each parcel retain its life : not so with others. 
The most important of all documents have suf- 
fered injury, not to be calculated, in their at^ 
tractiveness and impressive ness, by being divid- 
ed into Chapter and Verse, in many instances 
without reference to the unity of topics, or Co- 
herence of passages ; dislocating the Ihime of 
narratives, and breaking the structure of sen- 
tences. We all know to whst a ridicnlont 
extent this practice was, for ai long period, ca- 
ried in Sermons, which were ^ divideii *^ to a 
degree of artificial snd elaborate dissection in- 
to ** lieads,** that tasked to the utmost the in- 
srenuity of the pnacher, and overwhelmed the 
discernment and memory of the hearer. He, in 
fact, was thought the ablest semionizcr, who 
could stretch the longest string of divisions, up 
to the ^ ninetcenthly, ^ and beyond. This iksb: 
ion has a prominent place an*.ong Tike OroundM 
mnd Oeeations of th» ConUmpt of iho CUrgff 
mnd Bdiginn^ by John Esichard, D. D^ a 
work pabliahad in L o ndon, near tb« comincneo* 



ment of tbe last ccntnry^oM of the few l>ooke, 
like Calet's, which have turned the tide, end ar- 
rested the follies of their f imca. In Imld, free, 
forcible satire, Eachard^s book stands alone. 
Founded on great learning, inspired by iipennine 
wit, its style is plain eTen to homeliness. It 
struck at the highest, and was felt and appreci- 
ated by the lowest. It ret'onned the pulpit, sim- 
plified the literature, eradicated absurdities of 
diction and construction, and removed many of 
the ecclesiactic abuses, of its day. No work of 
tbe kind erer met with a more enthuidastic re- 
ception. I quote from the EleTcnth Edition, 
pnnted in 1705: ^ We must oljsenre, that there 
** is a great difference in texts. For all texts 
''come not asunder, alike; for somi times the 
** words naturally fitll asunder; sometimes they 
''drop asunder; sometimes they melt; some- 
" times they untwist; and there be some words 
" so willing to be parted, that they divide them- 
" seWes, to the great ea=e and rejoicing of the 
" Minister. But if they will not easily come in 
^ pieces, then he falls to hacking and hewing, 
^ as if he would make all fly into sbiTers. Tbe 
'* truth of it if>, I have known, now and then, 
"some knotty texts, that have been divided 
" seven or eight times over, before they could 
*'make them split handsomely, accoiding to 
" their mind.** 

An apology to those critics who haive com- 
plained of my not dividing my l>ook into Chap- 
ters, is found in the foregoing passage. I tried 
to do it, but found it a "knotty** subject, and, 
like tbe texts Eacliard speaks of, " would not 
*' easily come in pi( ces.** With all my efforts, it 
it ( ould not be made to " split handsomely.** 

This, and nil <»tber suggestions of criticism, 
are gmtefully r«*ceived and respectfully con- 
sidcr<*d. But, after all, it will not be well to 
establish any canons, to be, in all cases, impli- 
citly olteyed, by all writers. Bluch must be left 
to individual judgment. Regard mutt be had 
to tire nature of subjects. Instea*! of servile 
uniformity, variety and diversity must be en- 
cournged. In this way, only, can we have a free, 
natural, living literature. 

In passing, I would say, that in meeting the 
deniard made upon me by the Reviewer, to re- 
write the history of Salem witchcraft, I i^ball 
avail myself of the opportunity to correct the 
single error he has mentioned. In a re-isaue «vf 
tbe work, I shall endeavor to make it as accu- 
rate as possible. Anything that is found to he 
wrong shall be rectified. The work, in tbe dif- 
ferent forms in which it was published, is nearly 
out of print. When issued again, it will lie in 
m less costly style and more within the reach of 
all. From tbe result of my own ccmtinoed re- 
learcbcs and tbe tuggestioDt of othen, I fed 
iacUafld to tb« opiaioD thai fto T«i7 oooaidcfablt 



mitcrsitioiw will be Made; «id Uuit 

editions, will boI iarnir tlM evtboritr or Ytihm 

of tbe work, aa orignudly pabHsML m 18t7. 

In prefiaring the slateBMBl, bow faioogfcl to • 
doae, tbe only t^bjcd baa heeo to get it« tmd 
present, tbe real facta of bSstoiy. KotMofL 
merely penMMial, affectiBg tbe writer fai tbe&flTtfrii 
Atiuritmn Bniem or myadf, cao be coM i dw cd m 
of comparattre BoMCBt. Many of tbe csimii- 
sioos oaed bj that writer* aa to wbal I Wfc 
•'seen ** or *• read ** and tbelike, art^ H BUMtbeooa- 
fessed, rather pecnUar; birt of vm little iBler> 
est to tbe paUie. Abt Botiee, taken of f ' 
baa been incidental, and iodi aa BatareUj 
Ib tbe trcatBMBt of tbe aBbJeni. 

In pelting wiA tiie leader, I ▼cntvre ao 1m 
f aitber to tax hie peticBoe, aa to aak to tdw B 
retrvopective giaBce, tofcctbcr, over tbe etllB M ' 
of tbe rood we iMve travdled. 

Ib conncctioB with enoie prdimiiveiy d«u?B 
tioBs, tbe firrt step Ib tbe argBncBt waa to Aem 
the idatioB of tbe Matbeia, father ead aaB« to 
the topentitiona of tbdr tlBica calmiBatipg iB the 
Witdicraft Ddnsi««i of IMS, and tbdr iherr of 
respoBsilvility tbeiefcr. Tbe several eBOM M l f 
stages of the discBwioB were aa lullowa:— The 
connection «if Cottoo Mather with alleged CBaas 
of l^tcbcraft in the fuuly of J«ilm Goodwfai of 
Boston, hi 1688 ; and add Goodwhi^s eortificalci 
dis|Msrd of: Mather*8 idea of Witcbcraft, aa B 
war waged by tbe Devil agdnat tbeCborcb ; tad 
his use of pnyer: Tbe cooBectioB lictwecB the 
caae^ at Boston in 1088, and at Salem in 16M: 
Tbe relation of tbe Matbtrs to tbe OovcfBneB* 
of Masrachnsrtts, in 1892: Tbe arrivd of Sir 
William Pliips : tlie impreidoB made npoB him 
by those whom be first met; bia letter to the 
Government in Ei^hmd : Tbe drcomstaBeea in- 
tending the estaMiabBieBt uf tbe Spedd Ooorft 
of Oyer and Terminer, and tlie predpltattoe with 
which it was put into o|ieratioB : Its prooeediBa» 
conducted by fiersoos in the interest of tbe Mm* 
ers: Sfiectrd Testimony; and tlie extent to wUck 
it was authorized by then to be reodved at tbo 
Trials, as affordwg gmonda of enqniry and bmI- 
ter of presumption : Li^er of Cotton Mather to 
one of tbe Judges: Tlie Advice of the Ifinla- 
ten: C«*tton Mather's probdile plan for dcdiBg 
with sfiectrd evidence: Hiaviewa on tbetMib- 
ject, aa gathered from Ma writinga and dcdam- 
tif»ns: The qoestioB of bb connectioB with tiiB 
Examinationa before tbe Magistiatce : His CQ»> 
nection with theTrids and Execoticeie: Hie Re- 
port of five <»f tbe Trials: Hie liook entitled Ao 
WanderM cftU InnnNs World; ita dcdgn; tiiB 
drcumatancea attending ita preperatioB for tW 
press; and tbe views, fediBga, and expcciitioaB 
of its author, exbiliited in cxtracta frnm H: !•» 
crease Matbet^ GsMt ^ Cmit ei m m i The Mp 
praduooftbe Oowi ol Qyer aad T w rmi i g, ty 
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Sir William Phips: CotUm Mathers views soliae- 
quent tu 1602« as gathered fruiii his writingH. 
Id traremng the Aclcl thiM marked out. I kuI»- 
mit that it h:i8 Ikxmiiic deiiiomtmu'd that, while 
Cotton Matlier |>rofuiMc«1 concurrence in the ^-n- 
erally-received judf^inent of iMrrt'iin writers ai^ainst 
the reception of R|H*(*tnil evid(*ncr, lie ai»|>n>red 
of tlie manner in whiHi it had I teen reccivinl hy 
tile Judge». at the Salem Trials, and «Milogiz«'d 
them throuichout, from the lieginnin^ to the end 
of the iiiosecutions. and ever after, lie vindi- 
cated, as a j^cneral principle, the adiniMiim (»f 
that s|>ecieM of ti*stiinoDy. on the ground of its 
being a sufiirient liasis of enquiry and presumiH 
tion, an<l Uinxling only some additional evidence, 
— his own Iie|H>rt and |ia|)ers on file show how lit- 
tle was required — ^to justify convicti<m and execu- 
tion. This has l>een pn>ved, at large, hy an ex- 
amination of his writings and actitms. and is 
fully admitted by him, in various fonns of lan- 
guage, on several occasions — sulistantially, in his 
statement, that 8|XK^ral Testimony was the 
"chief" ground upon which *• divers" were 
condemned and executed, and, explicitly, in his 
letter to Foster, in which he says tliat ** a y^ry 
** great use is to lie made " of it^ in the munnei 
and to the extent just nientiimed ; and that, when 
th*is used, the " us^e for which the Great God in- 
** tended it," will lie made. In the same passage, 
he commends the Judges for having admitted it; 
and declares they had the divine blessing there- 
np<m. inasmuch a^ **God strangely sent other 
"convincing testimony," to corrolnirate. and 
thereby render it sufficient to convict. In his Ad- 
dress to the Genend Asseml>1y, years aftera'ard, 
he fully admits that the Judges, in 1602, whose 
course he applauded at the time, a1l(»wed fiersons 
to lie adjud.(ed guilty, "merely lK5cause" of 
Spectral Testimony. 

My main purpose and duty, in preparing this 
article, have lieen to dispn>ve the ali!«olute and 
unlimited assertions made by the omtributor to 
the North A meriean Review, that Cotton Mather 
was op|)osed to the ndmiulon of Spectral Evi- 
dence; "denounced it as illegal, uncharitable, 
" and cruel ;" and " ever testified against it, both 
" publicly and privately ; " and that the Adeiee 
of the Mini»Ut$, drawn up by him, " was tery 
" ipeeijlc in excluding S|>ectral Testimony." 

It has been thought pni|>er, al8(», to vindicate 
the truth of history against the statements of this 
Reviewer, on some other |K>ints: as, for instance, 
by showing that tlie f»pinion of Cotton Blather^s 
|>articid;ir res|H»iisibility for the Witchcraft Tra- 
gedy, instead of originating with me. was held 
at the time, at home and abroad, and has come 
down, through an unbmken series of the most 
accredited writers, to our day.; and that the in 
fluenoe of the Mathers never ri'Covercd from the' 
shock given it, by the oMaatropUe of 1999« 



The apology for tlie gntat length of thiaartide 
is, that the high authority justly accorded to the 
Sorik American Review. de«niuided, in omtni- 
verting any |xisition taken in its columns, a 
thortfUgh and patient investigation, and the pro- 
iluctitai, in full, of the d<icuments l>elonging t«i 
the question. It has further b(>en necessary, in 
order to get at the | predominating tendency and 
imixirt of Cotton Mather*s writings, to cite them, 
in extended quotations and iiumen»iis cxtracta. 
To avoid tlie error into whic:h the Reviewer has 
fallen, the peculiaiity t»f Mather^s style must he 
Itome in mind. Opinnite drifts of expreislcm 
ap|>car in different writings and in different 
liartsof the same writing ; auiil, not infrequently, 
the dausei of the mmio pass-it^e have ctmtrary 
liearings. He often imlters, with himself as well 
as others, In a double 8en*«e. 

Quotations, t(» any amiaiiit, fnim the writings 
of either of the Mathers, of ptissages having tlie 
appearance of disc Mint«Mi nuting siiectral evi- 
dence, ran l»e of no avail in sustaining the pusl- 
titms taken by the Reviewer, becaoie tlieyn«v 
qualified by tlie admiAnion, that evidence of thnft 
sort might and onuht, notwitlistanding. to he re-, 
ceived as a b>L<tis for enquiry and ground of pre- 
sumption, and, if supported by other ordinaiy tes- 
timony, was sufficient for ctmviction. Tliat uUier 
te«timon3% when adduced, was, as represented by 
Mather, clothed with a divine authority ; having, 
as he says. Iieen supplied by a 8i)edal Provldenee. 
and lieen justly regarded, by the *' excellent 
"Judges," as " an encimraging presence of Ckid, 
"strangely sent in." It could, indeed. In fSkt 
then state of the public mind, always lie readllj 
obtained. No matter how small In quantity or 
utterly irrelevant, it was suflScient for convicttoo, 
cimiing after the S|iectral Evidence, To ndnds 
thus sulidued and overwhelmed with **mwi^** 
trifles light as air were confirmation strong. 

It is to be presumed that his warmest admlrsn 
would not think of comparing Cotton Matiier 
with his transatlantic correspondent and CfyidJQ- 
tor, as to forci; of diameter, |>ower of mind, or 
the inond and religious value of their writings. 
Yet there were some striking similarities between 
them. Tliey were men of undonlited genius and 
great learning. They were all tlieir lives awtlte 
to whatever was going on around them. Bam- 
estly interested, and actively engaging. In all 
quest if »ns of tlie<il(»gy and government, they hoCli 
rushe<l forthwith and inocmtincntly to the press, 
until their publications liecame too volunilnoiis 
and numerrnis to Ik* patiently read or ensilj 
c«>nnted. Of cmirse, what they firinted was im- 
laied with the changing a«|ieda of the qoestiaM 
they handled and open to the Imputation of in- 
con8i«tency, of whldi Baxter was genemllj dis- 
r^gardfttl and Mother mostly nnoonsdooa. 

Sir Roger VBsfrtnge wss one of tlm grstl 



witt asd MtirifUof hit age. RSa style wm roogli 
asd reckle**. A vdMfncnt and th'm; ti|jlH4d«r i»f 
the doctrinm of arlHtrurr giircnimcnt, he «raa 
knight#d by Jamra the fleomMl. nw camtruvcr- 
aial writiDga, having all tlie atfrailiona of amima- 
iniloiw inrective and hotnely liot ratUnK aarcaMii. 
were moch patnmized lir the irrpat, and eztm- 
frirely read by the fienple. AU NononnfiinnMtii 
and DiflMfntera vere the objerta of hm etmne 
alioffe. He Mtoed an ingcnimia pani|ihlet with 
this title : The Casuist wtcased ; in a DikUgue 
bHwiH Riekard •nd Baxter^ fifiih a m«dermUr 
between tkem^ Jur quietness sahL^ The two dia- 
putants rani^ over a variHy of anhjects, and are 
quite ▼(fhement against each other ; the Modera- 
tor intpr|><)*ing to keep theni to the point, pre- 
senre order in the debate, and, aa orcanoa re- 
quired, reduce them to ** qoietDCM.** Al 




of the altcfcatina, be qdahnrd; **lf — 
** Angel frooi Heaven, I p ere d fi; 
** to liringyon two to an agfeeniwit, he sJNmld 
**hi8UlHir.*' OfcatwMtheanraaeaMatofanchaa- 
ca to Snd that the langnage attcied by the cean- 
Imtantn, on earh side, waa taken frnm cnw or 
another of writiagB pablirhed liy Ridiaid Bazlsr. 
daring hl^ direnMed euntroTcMal lifsL 

If any skilfol and painstaking hw noris t of 
oar day, shoold feel so dimaed, he might, hy 
wading throii|rh theaea of Oitton Mathcr^s wiitp 
ing», pick up material eiMiagh for the pnrp u ae; 
and, bycattinginhalTe»panigraphaandseatcnoi% 
enti^ain aa m the same way, by giving to th» 
fNililic throogh the Prrss^ '• A Di^ngus ' 
**Camm mnd Mathbl mitk ^ ' 
*^ twssM tksmfsr 
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